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PREFACE. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Society  at  its  annual 
meeting,  June  21,  1898,  this  volume  of  Transactions  has  been  pre- 
pared and  published.  Its  appearance  has  been  delayed  for 
obvious  reasons.  When  the  present  Secretary  entered  upon  his 
duties  he  found  an  empty  treasury,  and  no  available  resources 
for  expenses  or  for  publication.  He  has  therefore  been  forced  to 
the  difficult  and  laborious  task  of  building-  up  the  membership 
and  arousing  interest  in  the  work.  Hundreds  of  letters  have 
been  written,  and  ai)peals  have  been  made  personally,  anrl 
through  the  press,  to  the  people  of  the  State  and  elsewhere,  for 
support  and  encouragement. 

These  appeals  have  met  a  generous  response.  The  people  are 
alive  as  never  before  to  the  necessity  and  importance  of  co-opera- 
tion in  the  labors  of  the  Society.  Many  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  roll ;  and  the  old  membership  has  been  revived.  The 
most  gratifying  result,  however,  is  the  prompt  and  liberal  re- 
sponse of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State.  An  annual  appro- 
priation for  two  years  has  been  made  to  aid  the  Society  in  the 
publication  of  its  transactions  and  papers.  An  "Alabama  His- 
tory Commission"  has  been  created,  the  duties  of  which  in  a  gen- 
eral way  are  to  make  an  examination  of  the  sources  and  ma- 
terials, manuscript,  etc.,  of  the  State,  and  report  the  result  to  the 
next  Legislature,  with  recommendations.  Upon  this  report  in- 
telligent legislative  action  in  the  future  can  be  predicated :  and 
thi»  creation  of  this  Commission  will  be  far  reaching  in  its  results. 

The  papers  contained  herein,  with  a  few  exceptions,  were  pre- 
sented at  the  annual  meeting.  They  are  believed  to  be  valuable 
contributions  to  the  historical  literature  of  the  State ;  and  it  is 
hoped  will  meet  the  demand  of  students  everywhere.  Attention 
>s  called  to  the  wide  range  of  subject  matter — bibliography, 
biography,  criticism,  education,  original  documents,  statistics, 
with  Church,  local,  Indian  and  war  historv.     Everv  effort  has 


6  Alabama  Historical  Society. 

been  made  to  secure  accuracy  of  statement ;  and  where  possible 
the  treatment  appears  to  have  been  exhaustive. 

The  editor  confesses  the  diffidence  with  which  his  part  of  the 
work  has  been  done.  The  examples  are  not  numerous  where 
editors  of  similar  volumes  have  undertaken  full  annotation. 
They  are  usually  content  to  introduce  a  chance  note  here  and 
there.  He  feels  justified,  however,  in  the  course  here  pur- 
sued, of  freely  inserting;  bibliograpliical,  critical  and  illus- 
trative notes  and  comments,  in  the  common  tendency  now- 
prevailing  in  all  history  work.  It  can  but  be  especially  helpful 
to  the  membership  of  the  Society,  which  in  this  work  may  be 
regarded  as  a  body  of  students.  The  text  is  the  work  of  the  con- 
tributor. AH  of  the  >iotcs  arc  the  li'ork  of  the  editor,  and  for  which 
he  only  is  responsible,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  cita- 
tions to  the  '•Early  Roads  of  Al;  bama."  and  oi  tiie  annotati-jiis  lu 
"Topographical  Notes  and  Observations  on  the  Alabama  River, 
August  1814."  which  are  the  joint  work  of  Mr.  Hamilton  and 
the  editor.  In  order  to  place  before  the  student  a  few  outline 
facts  as  to  the  life  and  connections  of  the  several  contributors, 
brief  sketches  are  given. 

It  is  the  earnest  wish  of  the  editor  th?t  this  volume  shall  tend 
to  the  furtherance  of  historical  enterprise  in  the  State,  and  cause 
a  growth  of  confidence  in  the  future  and  possibilities  of  the 
Society.  It  is  needless  to  add  that,  if  such  result  follows  in  even 
a  slight  degree,  the  labor  and  time  cheerfully  given  to  its  prepara- 
tion and  publication  will  not  have  been  in  vain. 

December  ji,  iSgS. 


OFFICERvS  FOR  1898-189-9: 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Fo:<!.E'/  JoiiysTON,  Governor,  Mont- 

gorrery. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS  : 

William  LeRoy  Broun,  Fresideiit  A.  &  M.  College,  Auburn. 

Col.  Martin'  Luther  Staxskl,  Carrollton. 

Edward  Lafayette  "Russell.  Esq.,  Mobile. 

Thomas  Chalmers  McCorvev,    ir^rotessor    of    History    and 

Philosophy,  University  of  Alabama. 

Peter  Joseph  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Mobile. 

secretary  and  treasurer  : 
Thomas  McAdory  Owen,  Esq.,  Carrollton. 

executive  committee  : 

(In  addition  t^  the  above  officials) 
Dr.  William  Stokes  Wy.aian,  Professor  of  Latin,  University  of 

Alabama. 
Dr.   James    Knox    Powers,    President    of   the    University    of 

Alabama. 
Dr.    Eugene   Allen    Smith,    State    Geologist,    University    of 

Alabama. 

Dr.  Joshua  Hill  Foster,  Tuscaloosa. 

James  Harris  Fitts,  Esq.,  Tuscaloosa. 

Judge  James  Jefferson  ^L\yfield,  Tuscaloosa. 

There  are  no  oualifications  for  membership.  All  persons  interested 
in  the  work  of  the  Society,  and  desiring  to  promote  its  objects,  are  in- 
vited to  become  members. 

Donations,  whether  of  money,  or  of  books,  papers  and  relics  for  the 
library,  are  solicited. 

There  is  no  initiation  fee;  annual  dues  $2.00.  All  publications  free  10 
members. 

Address  all  communications  to  the  Secretary. 
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AN  ACT 
To  iNCORPORATi;  Tiii;  Alaijama   Historical  Society. 

Sec,  I.  Be  it  enacicd  by  the  Ser.ate  and  House  of  Representatizes 
of  the  State  of  Alabavta  in  General  Assembly  convened,  That  the 
Historical  Society  of  this  State  be  and  tlie  same  is  hereby  incor- 
porated by  the  name  and  rtyle  of  "The  Alabama  Historical 
Society." 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  corporation 
may  take  and  hold  real  and  personal  propeny  to  the  value  o£ 
ten  thousand  dollars,  may  make  a  constitution  and  by-laws  for 
the  government  Thereof  not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution 
and 'laws  of  this  State,  may  sue  and  be  sued,  and  do  all  other 
acts  and  things  consistfmt  with  the  object  of  the  said  corporation 
which  any  other  corporation  may  or  can  do ;  but  sliall  not  exer- 
cise banking  privileges  or  emit  notes,  bonds  or  bills  to  circulate 
as  money. 

Approved,  February  5,  1852. 

Acts,  1851-52,  p.  288. 
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J.  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING,  JUNE 

21,  1898. 

The  Annual  niectint^  of  the  Alabama  Historical  Society  for 
1898  was  held  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  June  21,  in  Clark  Hall, 
University  of  Alabama.  Dr.  \V.  S.  Wyman,  one  of  the  Vice- 
Presidents,  presided.  In  the  absence  of  Col.  R.  A.  Hardaway, 
Secretary,  Thomas  M.  Owen  was  designated  to  act. 

After  calling  the  body  to  order,  Dr.  Wyman  stated  that  little 
apparent  interest  had  been  manifested  in  the  work  of  the  Society 
for  several  years  past.  The  Secretary,  Col.  Hardaway,  had 
removed  from  Alabama,  and  no  fees  had  been  collected,  or  pub- 
lications issued. 

The  exchanges  which  were  received  had  been  deposited  by 
Mrs.  Amelia  G.  Gorgas  in  the  library  of  the  University  in  a  case 
provided  some  years  since.  These  were  all  kept  separate  from 
the  books  of  the  library.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  more 
systematic  work  would  be  done  in  the  future.  No  program  had 
been  arranged  for  this  meeting,  but  he  understood  that  Mr. 
Owen  had  several  papers,  which  had  been  secured  by  him  for 
the  occasion. 

In  the  absence  of  a  program,  and  no  special  order  of  business 
being  suggested,  Mr.  Owen  announced  the  papers  referred  to  by 
the  presiding  of^cer.  He  stated  that  all  of  them  had  been  pre- 
pared at  his  personal  instance,  to  be  read  at  this  time.  He 
regarded  these  papers  as  meritorious,  and  of  value  to  the  his- 
torical literature  of  the  State.  Pie  found  no  difficulty  in  securing 
these,  and  others  could  have  been  obtained  on  request.  He  called 
attention  to  the  great  interest  manifested  all  over  the  country 
in  history,  and  historical  investigation.  It  appeared  in  the  in- 
creased attention  given  liistory  in  University  and  College  courses, 
in  the  publication  of  archives  and  records  by  the  National  and 
State  governments,  in  the  growth  of  patriotic  societies,  and  in 
the  revival  and  organization  of  State  and  local  historical  Socie- 
ties.    He  was  satisfied  thrt  the  cultured  people  of  Alabama  were 
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aroused  to  a  substantial  revival  of  the  State  Society,  and  that 
numbers  \vouI<l  ea.crcrly  co-operate  if  they  could  feel  that  their 
efTorts  wtjuld  be  fruitful.  Ik-  thou;,'ht  the  General  Assembly 
could  be  induced  to  lend  its  aid  if  the  sul)ject  were  properly  put 
before  it.  He  noted  instances  of  important  local  work  being 
done. 

The  titles  of  the  papers  were  given,  and  extracts  read.  Grati- 
fication was  expressed  at  their  number  and  character.  They 
are  as  follows : 

The  Genesis  of  Public  Education  in  Alabama,  by  Gen.  \V.  F. 
Perry ; 

Early  Times  in  the  Vicinity  of  the  present  City  of  Mont- 
gomery, by  Dr.  W.  S.  Wyman : 

Early  Roads  of  Alabama,  by  P.  J.  Hamilton  ; 

Surrender  of  Weatherford.  by  W'm.  G.  Orr ; 

Columbian  Institute,  by  L.  V.  Rosser ; 

Reminiscences  of  Lafayette's  \'isit  to  Cahaba,'  by  Mrs.  Emmet 
George ; 

Joseph  G.  Baldwin,  by  T.  B.  Wetmore ; 

Clement  Claiborne  Clay,  by  Mrs.  X'irc^inia  Clay-CIopton ; 

Creek  War  Incidents,  by  H.  S.  Halbert ; 

The  Work  of  \\'illiam  Henry  Fov/ler  as  Superintendent  of 
Army  Records,  1S63-1865,  by  Thomas  M.  Owen; 

The  Mission  of  Francis  Scott  Key  to  Alabama,  by  Prof.  T. 
C.  McCorvey  ;^ 

Old  Fortification  in  Tuscaloosa  County.^  by  R.  S.  Owen  ; 

Alabama  River  Boats  burned  or  sunk  from  1S65  to  1894.^ 

The  following  members  were  unanimously  elected  by  acclama- 
tion:  Dr.  Wm.  LeRoy  Broun,  Alexander  Eddins.  Joseph 
Forney  Johnston.  James  Jefferson  Ma}field.  Edward  Lafayette 
Russell.  Levin  Vinson  Rosser.  Francis  Marion  Purifoy,  and 
Judge  Thomas  N.  McClellan.- 

Mr.  Owen  introduced  the  following  resolutions.  They  were 
discussed  generally,  and  on  his  m'.')tion  were  adopted ; 

Whereas.  The  objects  and  work  of  the  .\l.\b.\m.\  Historic.xl  Society 
can  best  bo  promoted  by  the  plans  hereinafter  set  forth,  therefore,  be  it 
resolved. 


^These  papers  have  been  withheld  for  future  publication. 
'Mr.  McClellan  declined  the  election  to  membership,  and  also  the  po- 
sition of  V'ice-Prc'iidcnt. 
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1.  Tliat  tlic  Secretary  'oe  arJ  ii  herthy  iiistru-rteci  and  empowered  to 
use  all  possil)Ic  eiidtavor  to  builfJ  up  tb#-  nicT.bcrsbip  of  the  Society,  to 
disseminate  inforiiiatiori  as  to  •»:»  fj;b;ccts  ard  v/ork,  and  generally  to 
fiirtlicr  ilh   interests   nrnJ   n.r  na;,'e   it-;  affa;.-.-. 

2.  Tliat  he  is  heroby  empc-'vcied  to  nonii'.rii.e,  cnr'^i!  and  issue  certifi- 
cates to  persons  a-  nien^'jers,  rf.si'ient.  corresnoiuiiiit  or  honorary,  who 
have  the  qiialirtcations  prescribed  and  who  Comply  vvith  the  rules  of  the 
organization. 

3.  That  he  shall  cause  to  be  published,  irrespective  of  previous  publi- 
cation by  the  Society  the  proceedings  of  its  several  mectinj^s  from  its 
orpanization  to  and  including  the  u:inui!  meetiii;^  of  1897.  together  with 
all  of  the  articles  and  pap<^rc  tieretofore  presenied.  or  collected,  the  latter 
to  be  carefully  edited,  whi.b  shal'  form  Vol.  I  of  the  Trinisactioiis. 

4.  That  he  shall  cau^e  the  proceeding's  and  papers  of  this  annual  meet- 
ing to  be  carefully  edited  and  published,  togethc-r  with  such  other  papers, 
or  documents,  as  he  may  deem  advisable,  v/hich  shall  form  Vol.  II  of  the 
Transactions,  etc. 

5.  That  in  carryinp:  out  these  resolutions  he  shall  be  authorized  to 
make  all  such  expenditures  for  stationery,  postage,  printing  and  binding, 
and  clerical  assistance,  he  may  deem   necessary. 

On  motion  of  Col.  McCorvey  the  rules  were  by  unanimous 
vote  amended  so  as  to  fix  dues  at  two  dollars  per  annum,  with- 
out an  initiation  fee. 

Mr.  Owen  introduced  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 

on  his  motion  unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas,  it  is  wise,  patriotic  and  useful  to  celebrate  publicly  the  anni- 
versaries of  great  and  important  evoncs,  therefore,  be  it  resolved, 

1.  That  the  Alabama  Historical  Society  favors  the  celebration  in  May. 
1899,  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  termination  in  May,  1799, 
of  Spanish  rule  and  occupation  north  of  line  31  degrees  north  latitude 
in  what  was  then  the  Mississippi  Territory,  but  now  in  the  State  of 
Alabama; 

2.  That  the  president  shall  appoint  a  committee  of  five  members  of 
the  Society,  who  shall  be  and  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  providing 
for  and  conducting  said  celebration,  with  full  power  to  act  in  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  thereto,  the  said  celebration  to  be  held  in  the  city  of 
Mobile,  or  at  such  other  place  in  the  State  as  to  said  committee  may 
appear  the  most  suitable:  and 

3.  That  said  committee  shall  make  a  report  to  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society,  in  which  shall  be  given  a  full  history  of  the  said  celebra- 
tion, with  full  copies  of  all  speechr^s  and  papers,  and  such  other  matters 
as  to  said  committee  may  be  of  interest. 

On  motion  of  I\liss  Julia  Tutwiler  the  rules  were  suspended 
and  ofBcers  for  1898-99  were  elected  by  acclamation: 
(For  list  sec  page  7.) 
There  were  no  official  reports. 
The  meeting  adjourned. 

T^o.^^AS  M.  Owen,  Acting  Secretary. 


II.   THE  GENESIS  OF  PUBLIC  EDUCATION  IN 
ALABAMA. 

By  Gen.  William  F.  Plkkv,'  of    Bowling  Green,  Ky. 

On  February  15,  1854,  the  General  Assembly  passed  "An  Act 
to  establisli  and  maintain  a  system  of  free  public  schools  in  Ala- 
bama," which  act  forms  the  lej^islativc  beginning  of  the  public 
school  system  in  this  State.- 

AXTECKDEXT    CONDITIONS. 

As  all  great  upward  movements  gi'jw  out  of  pre-existing  con- 
ditions, and  to  a  large  extent,  take  shape  from  them,  it  may  be 
necessary  here  to  inquire  what  were  the  conditions  existing  at 
the  time  this  movement  began  ?  In  other  words  what  had  the 
people  of  Alabama  accomplished,  in  the  matter  of  popular  edu- 
cation, and  what  were  they  then  doing? 


^William  F,  Perry,  son  of  Hiram  and  Xancy  (Flake j  Perry,  was 
born  in  Jackson  County,  Ga..  iSj.v  He  was  largely  seh'-taught:  and 
was  in  charge  of  a  hicrh  school  in  Talladega,  1S4S  to  1853.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1854.  and  in  February  of  the  same  year  was  chosen 
Superintendent  of  Education.  This  position  he  resigned  in  1858.  and  re- 
turned to  the  school  room  as  head  of  the  East  .-Mabama  College  at  Tus- 
kegee.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Army,  and  became  Major 
of  the  44th  Alabama.  (Sec  sketch  of  tlii.s  Rc-ginient  by  J.  J.  Garrcit  !t:fra.) 
He  became  successively  Lieutenant  C'^Ionei,  Colonel  and  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral. He  was  a  brave  and  fearless  soldier,  and  splendid  oiticial  and  execu- 
tive. In  1867  he  removed  to  Ky..  where  he  has  since  resided,  engaged  in 
teaching.  He  married  a  daughter  of  George  P.  Brown,  whose  wife  was 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Chilton.  Esq.  For  sketch  see  Garrett's  Public 
Men  in  Ala.,  p.  505;  and  Brewer's  Alabama,  p.  343-4-  The  latter  gives 
his  military  record. 

Mr.  Perry  had  preserved  all  important  papers  accumulated  during  his 
term  of  his  office,  but  unfortunately  they  were  destroyed  during 
the  Civil  War.  Flence.  residing  in  a  distant  State,  he  was  com.pelied  to 
rely  almost  entirely  upon  memory  in  the  preparation  of  this  paper. 

^  Acts  of  Ala..  1853-54.  pp.  S-18.     The  full  preamble  recites: 

"That  to  carry  into  ettect  that  provision  of  our  State  Constitution 
which  wisely  declares  that  "schools  and  the  means  of  education  shall 
forever  be  encouraged  in  this  State:'  to  realize  the  objects  of  the  General 
Government  in  making  grants  and  appropriations  for  tne  establishment 
of  schools  in  eacli  township;  and  to  extend,  upon  equal  terms,  to  all 
the  children  of  our  State,  the  inestimable  blessing  of  libcral_  instruction, 
the  following  system  of  free  public  schools  is  hereby  established  in  this 
State,  and  shall  liave  the  full  force  of  law  after  the  passage  of  this  act." 
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Xothing  entitled  to  tlic  iianu-  ct  a  system  of  education  had 
ever  existed.'  There  was  a  lund  anDOuntinkT,  at  that  time,  to 
about  one  million  dollai'S.  telonj^ing;,  under  tlie  terms  of  the 
j,'rnnt  of  school  lands  made  by  Con;,;r(r=.-:.  not  *o  the  State,  but 
to  the  individual  township.  This  fund,  so  far  from  being  an 
aid,  was  really  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  establishment  of 
a  general  system  of  schools.  Its  tiseiessness  for  such  a  purpose 
was  due  to  the  great  uiequality  of  its  distribution.  There  vt'ere 
many  hundreds  of  townships  whose  school  lands  were  totally 
valueless;  and  probabl\  more  than  half  tho  remainder  possessed 
funds  so  small  as  to  be  practically  valueless.  There  were  whole 
counties  whose  township  fu!ids  consolidated  would  hardly  have 
supported  a  sin.^le  decent  school.  It  should  be  remembered,  too, 
that  these  sections  of  the  State,  contained  a  white  population  at 
once  the  densest  and  the  most  needy.* 

'The  Cor'-stitution  of  1819  dcclr.rcJ  tlidt  "Schools  and  the  means  of 
education  shall  be  forever  encouraged."  In  the  face  of  this  command, 
legislation  for  twenty-five  >cars  was  directed  along  lines  that  poorly 
optrnted  to  carry  it  out.  There  are  a  multitude  of  act?  re'-rulraing  (\) 
the  State  University  and  its  land  giant;  (2)  the  incorporation  and  reeu- 
lation  of  academies;  and  (3)  the  management  and  preservation  of  the  :6:h 
Section  Funds.  But  no  "system"  was  adopted.  This  apathy  is  hard 
to  understand,  unless  it  can  be  accounted  for  in  the  absorbtion  of  inter- 
est in  financial  and  material  questions.  It  is  noticable  to  the  careful 
student  of  the  times  that  during  these  years  there  was  an  indifference 
and  even  hostile  opposition  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  political  leaders. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  Governors'  messages  continued  to  impress 
the  duty  of  action;  and  there  were  not  wanting  many  earnest  efforts  on 
the  part  of  leaders  in  the  Legislature.  Notable  among  these  was  the 
unsuccessful  attempt  of  Rev.  Daniel  P.  Bestor,  the  member  from  Greene 
County,  in  the  session  of  1837,  in  behalf  of  "a  measure  for  improving 
and  encouraging  the  advantages  of  common  schools."  for  an  interesting 
account  of  which  reference  is  made  to  Garrett's  Public  Men  in  Alabama, 
pp.   43.  60. 

In  the  Legislature  of  1S44  an  effort  was  made  to  secure  the  passage  of 
an  Act  to  provide  for  the  preserv-ation  and  consolidation  of  the  sixteenth 
section  fund,  and  ior  the  establishment  of  a  "system,  of  comm.on  school 
education"  throughout  the  State.     It  ended  disastrously. 

Gov.  Henry  W.  Collier  had  made  strong  representation's  on  the  subjects 
of  education  and  schools  in  his  message  to  the  Legislature  of  i840-;o, 
and  these  he  emphasized  in  that  of  1S51-52.  The  Committee  on  Edu- 
cation, 1851-52.  to  whom  that  part  of  the  message  was  referred, 
reported  i"A  bill  to  appoint  a  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  prefaced  by  a  full  examination  of  the  subiect.  The 
provisions  of  the  bill  were  Imnited,  and  confined  almost  entirely  to  the 
ofnce  of  Superintendent.  The  bill  tailed  of  passage,  but  made 'possible 
the  enlarged  act  of  the  session  of  1853-54. 

'The  ori£rinofthe"Sixteonth  sectinn^trrant-'-cIearly  presented  in  Clark's 
History  of  Education  in  ALi..  pp.  217-210.  For  Alabama  it  originated  in 
the  first  subdivision  of  $6  of  the  Enabling  Act  of  ^^arch  2.  1810.  Sta- 
tistics of  the  fund  are  to  be  found  in  the  Auditor's  Rcf'orts,  and  in  Legis- 
lative documents.     See  also  Garrett,  pp.  668,  673. 
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The  to\vnsiiii)s  liavinj.^  the  lar;,"-'.st  school  endowments  were 
fecund  chiefly  in  the  Tennessee  Valley,  and  in  the  central  portion 
of  the  State  known  as  the  black  belt.  While  it  is  true  that  the 
fluids  of  most  of  them  were  Iccjitimately  and  wisely  used,  it  is 
also  true  that  they  belon^'erl  to  those  who  were  in  least  need 
of  aid ;  and  it  is  equally  true,  that  many  of  the  most  richly  en- 
dowed townshii)S  were  covered  with  cotton  plantations  and  negro 
quarters,  and  had   no  schools  at  all. 

But  what  had  the  threat  mass  of  the  people  done  for  them- 
selves? Ix'ft  without  j^aiidancc,  encoura^^ement,  or  any  material 
hclj)  from  without,  what  means  had  they  employed,  and  v/hat 
facilities  harl  they  created  for  the  education  of  their  children  ? 
These  questions,  of  course,  have  no  reference  to  the  endowed 
institutions  and  higher  Seminaries  of  learning  which  existed  in 
the  State. 

The  answers  which  micrht  be  eivcn  to  the  above  question  are 
as  various  as  were  the  conditions  which  prevailed  in  different 
localities.  In  the  towns  and  villages  were  generally  found  school 
buildings  more  or  less  commodious,  but  rudely  and  uncomforta- 
bly furnished,  and  defaced  by  abuse  and  neglect.  The  teachers 
looked  to  the  patronage  alone  for  their  support,  and  their  con- 
tinuance at  a  place  depended  upon  their  success  in  maintaining 
patronage.  Here  and  there,  teachers  of  efficiency  and  good 
scholarship  were  found,  who  did  excellent  work ;  but  ordinarily 
changes  were  frequent,  and  the  schools  were  languishing.  Many 
thriving  communities  that  happened  to  be  blessed  with  public- 
spirited  citizens  with  or  without  Ihe  aid  of  township  funds,  sus- 
tained schools  that  afforded  moderate  comforts  and  fair  advan- 
tages. In  rare  cases,  enterprising  teachers  succeeded  in  arous- 
ing a  strong  local  interest,  and  in  building  up  what  might  be 
termed  country  academies,''  in  which  the  classics  and  sciences 
were  taught,  and  aspiring  young  men  received  their  prepara- 
tion for  College. 

To  illustrate  the  power  of  personal  magnetism,  and  the  extent 
to  which  even  the  humblest  people  can  be  stirred  by  the  desire 
for  improvement,  I  can  not  forbear  mentioning  a  school  that  I 


'  Some  of  these  became  famous,  as  Prof.  Henry  Tutwiler's  Green 
Spring  Scliool:  Mrs.  StatYoriTs  Alabama  Female  Institute:  and  Green 
Academy  at  Huntsville.  There  were  numbers  of  others,  and  reference 
is  made  to  the  Acts  oi  tl-.e  Legislature,  where  charters  for  almost  all  of 
them  are  to  be  found.    Sec  sketch  of   'C'llumbian  Institute"  infra. 
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vi-itcd,  wlifii  a  yonii:,  amoiK;  i'n?.  J'llls  oi  DeKalb  Countv.  A 
.-tranger  came  to  tlie  neigiiborhood  nnrl  began  teaching  in  a  rude 
scliool  house.  Interest  \VH5>  awakened,  .'inrl  the  house-  was  soon 
Inlcd.  Interest  grew  into  cr.tliusiasm.  and  to  acconimodaie  the 
increasing  numbers,  roug'n  sheds  covered  v\i;h  boards  were  con- 
.structed  around  tlie  house,  and  to  these  were  added  bush  arbors, 
until  the  i)lace  resembled  an  old-fashioned  religious  camp- 
gnnnid.  There  were  in  attendance,  [  suppose,  not  less  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pupils  of  all  ;iges  from  six  to  thiny.  The 
principal  occupied  tlie  house;  each  shed  was  presided  over  by 
an  assistant ;  while  the  arborr  w.jrc  filled  witl:  classes  in  spelling, 
reading,  geography  and  sinipK^  numbers,  which  were  presided 
over  by  their  own  members,  each  in  his  turn  assuming  the 
duty  of  leadership,  and  gomg  over  the  entire  lesson  before  sur- 
rendering the  place  to  a  successor.  The  utmost  ceremonv  was 
observed  in  every  change,  and  each  leader,  on  taking  his  place, 
was  saluted  with  profound  obeisance  by  the  class.  The  whole 
machinery  seemed  to  move  with  the  utmost  precision,  an<!  no 
evidence  was  anywhere  visible  of  idleness,  misbehavior,  or  dis- 
order. 

It  is  painful  to  recall,  even  at  this  late  day,  the  wretched  pro- 
vision made  for  the  education  of  the  young  in  those  large  areas 
of  the  State  where  the  land  is  unproductive,  and  the  people  v.-ere 
poor.  Hundreds  of  townships  were  entirely  without  schools ;  and 
there  were  whole  blocks  of  counties  that  could  boast  of  scarcelv 
a  single  pleasantly  located,  comfortable  school  house.  Many  that 
I  saw  in  my  travels  through  the  State  beggared  description. 
Cut  for  the  rude  benches  visible  through  the  cracks,  and  the 
broken  slates  and  tattered  spelling-books  scattered  around  them, 
any  one  would  have  been  at  a  loss  to  determine  for  what  purpose 
connected  with  civilized  life  tliey  were  desigtied. 

It  may  reasonably  be  supposed  that  the  character  of  the  in- 
struction received  by  the  children  in  such  places  was  on  a  par 
with  their  material  surroundings.  Where  there  were  no  town- 
ship funds,  ther:  were  no  trustees.  Any  one  could  get  the  use 
of  the  wretched  make-shift  of  a  house,  who  could  secure  from 
parents  a  sufficient  number  of  pupils  pledged  under  written 
articles  of  agreement.  The  rate  of  tuition  was  usually  one  dollar 
I»er  month,  to  be  partly  paid,  perhaps,  in  provisions,  or  in  the 
board  of  the  teacher  for  some  specified  time.      It  goes  without 
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sayinrc.  thai  only  if;ac-)'.crs  o(  a  very  low  j,'ra.lc  of  qualifications 
could  he  oiAaifM^:.  .\  :i'aj';nry  oi  tliem,  at  that  time,  were  men. 
and  in  most  c.ises..  men  wiio  l.ad  resorted  to  teaching  because 
they  had  proved  unfit  for  anytl.i'.if,'  else.  As  Horace  Mann  saifl 
of  the  teachers  of  Massachusetts  at  th.e  beginning  of  his  great 
worP  of  refr.rm  in  that  State,  tiiey  were  "mousmg  owls,  employed 
to  teach  young  eagles  how  to  fly." 

To  harmonize  di.icordanL  elements,  an<l  bring  order  out  of 
chaos,  to  quicken  an.l  direct  e:.ir.tir.g  interest,  and  awaken  it 
where  noi^e  was  founri ;  to  liclp  the  h.elpless,  or  rather  aid  them 
in  the  work  of  yell  help ;  to  produce,  by  all  possible  means,  the 
wide  spread  convictiou  that  the  proper  training  of  those  who  are 
to  come  after  them  is  the  greatest  and  most  responsible  duty  that 
any  generation  of  men  can  ever  be  called  upon  to  perform,  and 
to  unite  the  people  of  the  State  in  an  organized  and  persistent 
effort  for  its  performance, — this  was  the  great  task  upon  which 
the  State,  under  the  leadership  of  a  few  enlightened  minds,  had 
now  entered. 

SCHOOL  LAWS. 

Alabama  was  the  first  of  the  Cotton  States,  and  one  of  the  first 
of  the  slave-holding  States,  to  enter  upon  such  an  undertaking. 
The  session  of  the  Legislature  of  1S53-54  found  public  opinion 
prepared  for  definite  action.  This  body  contained  several  men 
of  prominence,  who  at  once  gave  the  movement  shape,  among 
them  Robert  M.  Patton,  Senator  from  Lauderdale.  Jabez  L.  ^L 
Curry,  of  Talladega,  and  Alexander  B.  Meek,  of  Mobile.  The 
committee  having  the  work  in  hand  were  aided  by  the  counsels 
of  Dr.  Andrew  A.  Lipscomb.''  a  gentleman  of  varied  accomplish- 
ments, then  living  in  ^^lontgomery. 

Those  who  drafted  the  original  school  law,  as  well  as  those 
charged  with  its  administration,  may  justly  be  said  to  have  em- 
barked upon  an  unchartered  sea. 


'"Born  and  educated  in  Vircrinia.  He  came  to  Alabama  in  early  man- 
hood, kvith  rp.re  faculties  for  public  usefulness.  For  profound  and  varied 
learning-,  he.  perhaps,  had  no  superior  in  tlie  country.  His  pulpit  minis- 
trations, his  labors  as  a  te.Tcher  in  schools,  seminaries  and  coilegres.  his 
accomplishments  as  a  writer,  the  p^randeur  of  his  thou'-rhts.  and  the 
earnestness  of  his  soul  for  tlie  weitare  of  men.  for  their  moral  and 
spiritual  illunMnation.  ])re;ithed  in  words  of  music,  place  him  in  the  front 
rank  of  scholars  and  divines  in  this  or  any  other  aije." — Garrett,  pp. 
595-97- 
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It  is  true  tliat  biju^Iil}  developed  systems  of  popular  education 
existed  in  other  States.  The  school  systems  of  New  Enj:;land 
I::<1  been  the  j;rc\vth  of  years,  and  had  recently  received  a  great 
nnlift  through  the  labors  of  Mr.  Horace  Mann.  Successful  sys- 
tems also  existed  in  several  of  the  North  Western  States.  But 
there,  the  population  was  homogeneous;  the  school  lands  were 
inure  valuable ;  and  the  proceeds  of  their  sales,  unrler  the  terms 
of  the  grant,  had  been  consolidated  into  general  school  funds. 
Hut  no  precedents  were  anywhere  to  be  found  which  could  be 
saiel\'  followed  in  shaping  a  system  adapted  to  the  social  condi- 
tions then  existing  in  Alabama. 

It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  the  first  draft  of  a  law  thus 
made  without  experience  to  guide,  or  precedent  to  follow,  should 
have  contained  features  which  required  modification ;  and  should 
have  omitted  details  which  had  to  be  supplied,  either  by  the  Su- 
I>erintendcnt  in  the  course  of  administration,  or  by  subsequent 
legislation.  And  still  it  can  be  truly  said,  to  the  honor  of  its 
authors,  that  the  system,  in  its  subsequent  development,  shaped 
itself  by  the  outline  and  framework  which  the  original  draft 
supplied. 

It  purported  to  be  a  law  for  the  establishment  of  a  system  of 
free  public  schools  in  the  State. ^  To  sustain  this  system,  it  ap- 
propriated one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  annually 
from  the  treasury,  the  interest  of  the  sixteenth  section  fund,  which 
then  amounted  to  about  sixty  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  to- 
gether with  some  few  other  sources  of  revenue. 

It  provided  for  the  election  of  an  officer  styled  the  "Superin- 
tendent of  Education,"  and  clearly  defined  his  duties.  The  county 
administration  was  imposed  upon  the  Judges  of  Probate,  who 
were  required  to  perform  their  duties  without  compensation. 
The  township  officers  consisted  of  a  board  of  three  trustees. 
They  were  charged  with  duties  which  called  for  more  than  ordi- 
nary administrative  power.  They  were  to  raise  means  for  the 
erection  of  school  houses  when  such  were  needed  :  to  divide  the 
townships  into  such  districts  as  the  situation  demanded  ;  to 
Select  and  employ  teachers  and  supervise  the  schools ;  to  make 
>eitlt.ments  and  submit  antuial  reports. 

The  use  of  the  word  free  in  connection  with  the  schools  was 

■  Sec  foot  note  2,  SHfra,  for  preamble. 
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unforttiiiate.     It  created  cxagj^crated  expectations,  which  were 
doomed  to  the  shock  of  a  sore  disappointment. 

1  he  weakest  feature  of  the  system  was  in  the  county  adminis- 
tration. Tile  Jud;.,'es  of  I'robate,  not  without  good  reason,  re- 
garded the  imposition  of  new  and  onerous  duties  upon  them 
without  compensation,  as  a  great  hardship;  and  while  many  of 
tliein  were  faithful  and  efficient,  they  could  not  give  the  amount 
of  attention  that  was  absolutely  essential  to  the  prompt  and  ef- 
fective inauguration  of  an  untried  system. 

The  adoption  of  the  township  as  a  school  corporation,  al- 
though under  the  circumstances  a  necessity,  involved  great  in- 
conveniences. It  complicated  the  duties  of  the  trustees,  who  were 
generally  plain  unlettered  men,  and  led  to  neighborhood  jealous- 
ies and  dissensions  in  reference  to  the  location  of  schools.  Lines 
of  latitude  and  longitude  pay  no  respect  to  the  physical  features 
of  a  country,  or  to  the  convenience  of  the  people.  Many  good 
neighborhoods,  capable  of  sustaining  a  single  school,  were  split 
by  township  lines,  and  thrown  into  two,  three,  or  four  difTerent 
corporations. 

THE  SUPERINTKXDEXT. 

The  session  of  the  legislature  was  approaching  its  close,  when 
the  school  law  was  enacted,  and  the  next  day  was  set  for  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Superintendent.  No  one  had  been  spoken  of  in  connec- 
tion with  the  ofticc,  except  Dr.  Lipscomb ;  and  it  was  generally 
understood  that  he  would  be  the  only  candidate. 

Gen.  J.  Tipton  Bradford,  however,  decided  to  put  me  in  nom- 
ination against  him,  although  I  was  a  hundred  miles  away,  and 
personally  unknown  to  nine-tenths  of  the  members.  Gen.  Brad- 
ford was  a  man  of  extensive  intiuence,  a  remarkable  judge  of 
men,  and  an  indefatigable  worker.  By  the  aid  of  a  few  of  mv 
personal  friends,  including  Mr.  Curry  and  Chief  Justice  W.  P. 
Chilton,  of  the  Supreme  Court,  whom  he  used  as  referees,  he 
had  succeeded  in  securing  the  plo(iges  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers before  the  two  Houses  met  in  joint  session  for  the  election. 
The  result,  after  four  ballots,  was  a  startling  surprise  to  all  ex- 
cept to  the  masterly  tactician  who  had  brought  it  about,  and  was 
justly  a  source  of  sore  disappointment  and  chagrin  to  the  friends 
and  admirers  of  Dr.  Lipscomb.^ 

*The  vote  is  given  in  Garrett,  p.  5S4. 
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A  few  (lays  afterwards,  h?.  iii;7  :;;ve::  bona  an-'!  taVen  the  oath 
of  ofHice,  I  was  turned  into  an  empL>  room  in  the  Capitol,  op- 
pressed with  a  sense  of  the  responsibility  upon  mo.  and  with  omi- 
nous forebodini^s  of  the  herculean  labor  that  was  before  me.  I 
was  in  my  thirty-first  year;  had  little  experience  in  public  affairs, 
and  no  knowledge  of  the  practical  working's  o!  public  educational 
systems. 

OkG.'\MZ.VriO\'. 

After  setting-  rny  ofTicc  in  order,  I  opened  correspondence  with 
the  Judges  of  Probate,  askir.t;  them  to  order  elections  of  trustees 
in  the  townships  and  to  insirncl  them,  when  elected,  to  ascertain 
and  report  the  number  of  youth  of  school  age  in  their  respective 
townships.  It  was  explained  that  such  reports  constituted  the 
only  data  obtainable  for  the  apportionment  of  the  money  set  apart 
for  the  support  of  schools  ;  and  that  under  the  law,  the  apportion- 
ment must  be  made  before  the  establishment  of  schools  could 
be  authorized. 

All  this  seemed  very  simple ;  and  I  was  ignorant  enough  to 
e.xpect  that  the  work  could  be  accomplished  in  the  course  of  two 
or  three  months  at  farthest.  But  unexpected  difficulties  were 
encountered. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  Judges  of  Probate  paid  no  attention 
to  my  request,  and  it  was  not  found  out  until  after  great  delay. 
Many  of  them  who  earnestly  endeavored  to  do  their  duty  found 
it  difficult  to  reach  the  townships.  Circulars  could  not  be  ad- 
dressed to  townships  which  had  no  organization  and  no  legal 
representative.  Notices  in  the  county  papers  often  failed,  while 
in  many  counties  no  paper  was  published.  And  then,  there  was 
the  inertia  of  ignorance,  the  difficulty  of  getting  masses  of  unin- 
formed people  out  of  the  ruts  in  which  they  have  been  moving 
for  generations. 

To  the  people  of  more  than  one-third  of  the  State,  the  town- 
ship as  a  corporation,  or  as  a  body  politic  of  any  kind,  was  un- 
known. The  very  boundaries  had  faded  from  their  minds  and 
memories  with  the  disappearance  of  the  marks  made  on  the  for- 
est trees  by  the  surveyors  who  had  located  them.  To  reach 
these  large  masses  of  people,  induce  concerted  action  in  tracing 
•^ut  their  long-forgotten  boundaries  and  in  organizing  themselves 
into  corporations,  was  a  task  the  difficulty  of  which  no  one  had 
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anticiijatcd,  an^l  uhich  was  accomplished  at  last  by  dint  of  haui- 
meriii;:^. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  almost  fatal  weakness  was  found  in  tlie 
county  administration.  Duties  which  would  have  employed  tl;- 
whole  time  of  officers  chtjsen  for  the  purpose,  and  paid  for  th«i- 
services,  were  unwisely,  anrl  unjustly,  imposed  upon  men  who 
were  already  busy,  and  who  found  it  necessary  either  to  nefjlect 
the  new  fluties  for  which  they  received  no  compensation,  or  the 
duties  which  they  were  elected  anrl  paid  to  perform. 

There  can  be  no  fjuestion  that  encrc^ctic  officers,  employed  for 
the  purpose,  and  i>aid  fur  their  services,  by  personal  visits  to  the 
townships,  could,  in  si.x  or  ei^dit  weeks,  have  accomplished  a  task 
that  had  required  as  many  weary  months.  It  is  but  just  to  sav 
that  no  difficulty  occurred  in  the  counties  whose  tov.-nships  had 
maintained  their  school  organization. 

APPORTIOX.MEXT. 

It  was  late  in  the  Fall  before  complete  returns  were  received, 
and  the  apportionment  was  bctifun.  In  the  absence  of  any  specific 
direction  of  law.  the  distribution  was  made  by  giving  to  the 
townships  that  had  nothing,  and  adding  to  those  that  had  little, 
until  the  appropriation  was  exhausted,  leaving  those  whose 
school  revenue  exceeded  the  average  thus  produced  simply  to 
retain  what  they  had. 

The  appropriation  thus  distributed  yielded  a  per  capita  of  one 
dollar  and  thirty-three  cents.  It  seemed  meager  enough,  and 
was  a  great  disappointment  to  many  who  persisted  in  cherishing 
the  illusion,  which  I  had  vainly  striven  to  dispel,  that  there  was 
to  be  a  mammoth  system  of  schools  wholly  supported  bv  the 
State. 

DIVIDF.XDS  AXD  IXSTRUCTIOXS. 

A  statement  was  sent  to  each  Ju<lgo  of  Probate  showing  the 
amounts  to  which  the  townships  of  his  county  would  be  entitled. 
They  were  accompanied  with  circulars  of  advice  and  instruction 
to  the  trustees  in  reference  to  th.o  establishment  of  schools. 

The  preparation  of  these  instructions  cost  me  much  anxious 
thought.  W'lule  such  a  course  seemed  to  have  been  contemplated 
by  the  law,  I  felt  that  it  wouUI  have  a  dwarfing  effect  upon  the 
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syslfin.  ami  iii)on  tl:o  mino';;  of  the  ;ko])\c  t<j  fall  inlo  the  habit 
..f  (.rii])loying  teachers  fo  •  only  such  time  as  the  public  money 
would  last;  and  ^va.s  anxious,  at  the  bc'^inninj^,  to  give  such 
tlirection  to  the  State  appropriation  that  it  v-oitld  stimulate, 
rather  than  suppress,  the  spirit  of  self-help  in  the  people.  The 
trustees  were  therefore  advised  to  authorize  tcichers  whom  they 
.■Improved  to  raise  their  own  scliools  by  ?i!l)>cription,  the  patrons 
being  responsible  to  the  teacher  for  the  tuition,  at  specified  rates, 
ol  the  pupils  subscribed,  and  the  trustees  engaeing  to  use  the 
money  under  their  control,  ar  far  as  it  would  go,  in  discharging 
the  liability  of  the  patrons. 

All  this  seemed  bungling  enough  ;  but  to  my  mind  it  had  sev- 
eral advantages;  ist,  it  v.ould  a\oid  all  danger  of  complaint  that 
the  trustees  had  imposed  upon  the  people  a  teacher  who  was  not 
acceptable  ;  2nd,  It  put  all  the-  parties  upon  a  method  of  procedure 
with  which  they  were  already  fanvliar;  3rd,  It  showed  them  that 
the  State  had  not  proposed  to  relieve  them  of  all  expense  and 
responsibility  in  the  education  of  their  children,  but  to  guide  and 
assist  them  in  the  performance  of  a  duty  which  they  could  never 
abdicate. 

MOVEMENT. 

The  first  of  January.  1855,  was  fixed  as  the  beginning  of  the 
school  year;  and  the  rude  machinery  began  to  move,  slowly 
here,  with  jar  and  friction  there,  but  it  moved! 

The  year  1855  was  spent  in  visiting  the  counties  of  the  State, 
and  in  conducting  an  extremely  heavy  correspondence.  Ques- 
tions of  all  shapes  and  sizes,  growing  out  of  every  thinkable  com- 
f'lication  of  conditions,  came  in  a  continuous"  stream.  At  first, 
some  of  them  were  very  embarrassing.  After  a  time,  however, 
I  became  so  saturated  with  the  system,  in  its  entirety  and  in  its 
details,  that  my  mind  reached  conclusions  with  ease  and  oonti- 
•'Cnce.  Of  course.  I  made  it  understood  that  my  opinions  carried 
^vith  them  no  judicial  authority;  but  it  is.  even  now.  a  source  of 
pleasure  to  remember  that  no  case  ever  came  to  my  knowledge 
in  wliich  the  parties  in  controversy  failed  to  acquiesce  in  my  d*> 
i^isions :  and  that  I  was  able  in  numerous  instances,  to  harmonize 
dissensions  and  prevent  litigation. 

In  mv  tour  th.rough  the  State,  [  f<:^und  the  schools  srenerallv  in 
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operation''  and  the  people  pleased  anrl  hopeful,  especially  in  those 
counties  uliicli  were  most  benefited  by  the  system;  and  returned 
to  my  office  feeling  fully  assured  that  the  public  educational  sys- 
tem of  Alabama,  thou.^di  still  crude  and  imperfect,  had  come  to 
stay. 

It  was  a  source  of  much  rec^ret,  that  the  statistics,  which  I  was 
able  to  collect,  of  the  first  year's  work  of  the  schools,  were  not 
such  as  could  be  set  forth  in  tabulated  form  in  my  report  to  the 
legislature,  which  met  in  December.  1855.  ^  therefore,  gave 
only  a  brief  history  of  what  had  been  <lone,  and  discussed  some 
changes  in  the  school  law  which  were  imperatively  demanded. 

I  was  very  apprehcii.-,ive  tliat  the  tardiness  with  which  the  ma- 
chinery had  moved  off,  and  the  fact  that  I  was  unable  to  make 
a  complete  report,  would  furnish  a  prete.xt  to  the  enemies  of  the 
s>steni  to  make  an  assault  either  upon  it,  or  upon  my  administra- 
tion ;  but  was  gratified  to  find  no  open  manifestation  of  hostility. 

RECOXSTRUCTroX. 

The  Committees  on  Education  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives.  1S55-56.  were  gentlemen  of  Inroad  views,  in 
thorough  sympathy  with  the  purposes  of  the  system.  The  Hon. 
R.  M.  Patton.  of  Lauderdale,  and  Col.  Thomas  H.  Hobbs.  of 
Limestone,  were  the  Chairn.en.  The  Committees  met  in  joint 
session,  and  reqi-.ested  my  presence  at  every  meeting.  The  ut- 
most harmony  prevailed,  and  there  was  everywhere  visible  an 
earnest  desire  to  do  the  best  possible  for  the  interests  of  public 
education  in  the  State. 

The  school  law  was  entirely  remodeled  and  greatly  simplified 
and  improved.^"  The  creation  of  the  office  of  County  Superinten- 
dent was  a  change  of  vital  importance,  and  would  of  itself  have 
marked  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  system. 

The  appropriation  was  so  increased  as  to  raise  the  pro-rata  to 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents.  The  methoils  of  disbursement  were 
also  greatly  simplified.      The  amounts  declared  to  be  due  the 

"'Tliere  are  several  schools  in  township?  whose  i6th  section  funds  keep 
up  the  same  the  whole  year;  pay  a  cias.-ical  teacher,  and  every  township 
but  one.  some  twenty-five,  held  elections  and  oreani;<ed  under  the  New 
Public  School  Act." — Sniith',>  His'ory  of  PicLciis  CtVf"ty  (1856).  pp.  187-S. 

'"Entitled  "An  act  to  render  more  eiticient  tlie  sv^tem  of  Free  Public 
Schools  in  the  State  of  Alabama."  approved  Feb.  14.  1856. — Acts. 
^855-5(^-  PP-  .^3-4^.  There  was  a  turthcr  amendatory  act.  approved  Feb. 
24,   i8(X3. — .-icts.   iS59-tX3,  pp.  05-C!r. 


The  Genesis  of  Public  Lvlucari.m  in  A'ahinia. — Ptrry.     25 

\arious  counties,  by  the  Stat"  vSupcririt..nr]cnt,  were  required  to 
bo  deposited  in  the  coun«,\  treasuries  io  he  subject  to  the  drafts 
of  the  County  vSupcrin'.endents  ;  anri  all  cificta  were  held  to  strict 
account  for  money  coming-  inio  their  hands. 

Having  been  re-elected  without  opposition,  and  now  assured 
of  efl'icient  County  admini-.trarion,  I  entered  upon  my  second 
term  of  office  with  renewed  confic'ence  and  energy.  The  re- 
vised school  law  with  notes  and  explanations  were  published 
in  connection  with  a  coniplcte  book  of  forms  and  instructions 
for  all  transactions  connected  v/nh  the  public  schools. 

The  methods  previously  reconmiended  for  the  employment  of 
teachers,  and  for  the  disbursement  of  the  public  money  were 
continued ;  and  minute  directions  for  the  distribution  of  the 
money  in  payment  of  tuition  ^vere  given  to  the  teachers,  illus- 
trated by  an  actual  example  01  a  settlement  made  upon  assumed 
data.  I  was  still  haunted  by  the  dread  of  a  miserable  little  system 
of  free  public  schools  supported  with  inadecjuate  means. 

To  systematize  and  facilitate  the  work  of  the  County  Superin- 
tendents, an  account  book  was  prepared,  which,  by  various  rul- 
ings and  captions  in  different  parts,  was  adapted  to  every  possible 
record  connected  with  their  office.  It  was  so  arranged  and 
spaced,  that  if  properly  kept,  it  would  contain  a  complete  history, 
statistical  and  financial,  of  the  county  schools  running  through  a 
series  of  years. 

It  was  with  a  feeling  of  inexpressible  relief  that  I  saw  the  great 
bundles  of  instructions  carted  to  the  post  office  to  be  sent  to  their 
destination.  It  was  such  as  a  mariner  might  experience  who  had 
Iiecn  long  bound  in  shallows  and  quicksands,  when  he  first 
spreads  his  sails  on  an  open  sea  beneath  a  clear  skv. 

RESULTS. 

I  felt  confident  th.at  new  life  and  vigor  would  be  imparted  to 
the  system ;  and  the  results  fully  equalled  my  expectations.  The 
County  Superintendents  entered  upon  theirduties  with  energy  and 
t'nthusiasm.  Dead  locks  were  at  an  end.  and  jar  and  friction  were 
f-'ist  disappearing.  Tvlany  new  schools  were  established,  and  more 
attention  was  given  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  school- 
houses,  though  much  still  remained  to  be  done  in  that  direction. 
Increased  interest  and  larger  compensation  had  a  marked  ten- 
dency to  bring  into  the  schools  teachers  of  better  qualifications. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year,  full  reports  were   received  from   all    the 
counties  showing'  most  gratify inc^  results  of  the  year's  work. 

I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  give  specific  facts  and  figures 
from  my  r<.port  for  the  year  1856;  but  remember  that  I  was  very 
proud  of  the  exhibit  which  1  was  enabled  to  make. 

The  repurt  f(jr  1S57  showed  still  farther  progress  on  all  lines. 
There  was  a  decided  increase  in  the  number  of  children  reported 
by  the  trustees,  and  in  the  number  both  of  schools  and  of  pupil-, 
in  attendance.  My  recollection  is,  tiiat  the  number  of  pupils  at- 
tending the  schools  was  al)Out  one  hundred  tliousand,  and  there 
was  evidence  to  believe  tb.at  tiie  people,  stimulated  by  the  aid 
extended  by  the  State,  had  ex[)cnded  far  more  on  their  schools 
than  they  had  ever  done  before. 

It  will  doubtless  be  observcfl  tliat  the  law  contained  no  require- 
ments, either  as  to  the  character  of  the  school  houses  used,  or  as 
to  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers  employed.  Some  would 
doubtless  urge  this  as  a  fatal  defect  of  the  system ;  but  it  was  the 
result  of  deliberate  design.  So  much  was  to  be  done,  that  it 
was  thought  best  to  attempt  but  one  thing  at  a  time ;  to  begin 
at  the  bottom  and  build  up,  rather  than  make  a  vain  attempt 
to  begin  at  the  top  and  build  down.  If  even  moderate  require- 
ments had  been  made  and  strictly  enforced,  either  as  to  the  qual- 
ifications of  teachers,  or  as  to  the  character  of  the  buildings  which 
they  were  to  occupy,  more  than  half  the  schools  would  have  dis- 
banded, and  the  system  would  have  collapsed.  The  demand  of 
the  hour  was  visible  results  in  the  shape  of  schools ;  and  it  was 
the  part  of  wisdom  to  bend  every  energy  to  perfect  the  external 
machinerv  by  which  that  demand  could  be  met. 

But  this  had  nov.-  been  done.  Th.e  external  machinery  of  the 
system  was  working  without  friction.  A  trial  of  two  years  had 
disclosed  no  feature  that  needed  material  modification.  In  the 
legislative  session  of  1S57-8,  no  amendment  was  adopted,  or  even 
suggested. 

But  all  this  was  only  the  first  step  toward  the  great  end  to  be 
attained.  There  is  no  lueil  to  say  that  that  end  was  the  crea- 
tion for  the  vouth  of  this  State  such  an  environment,  material, 
mental  and  moral,  as  would  coiu'.uce  to  their  development  itito 
health,  intelligence  and  usefulness. 

The  extent  to  whicli  all  that  had  been  done  fell  short  of  this 
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hi^'li  ideal  was  depreboinfj^l)'  s".g?;:^c;stive  '.-f  llio  magnitude  of  the 
t.isk  still  to  be  accornpiishco. 

In  one  of  my  reports  I  diseiissed  at  icnj^th,  and  in  as  strong 
lernis  as  I  knew  how  to  employ,  the  cruel  di. -comforts  to  which 
the  children  of  the  State  were  subjected,  and  the  cruel  injustice 
tliey  suffered  in  being  \)\m  u/idcr  the  care  of  incompetent  teachers. 

1  fully  intended,  as  lon^^  a-;  my  conneclion  with  the  system 
continued,  to  emi)loy  every  instrumentality  i'l  my  power  to  im- 
prove these  deplorable  conditions,  and  to  lift  the  system  to  a 
higher  plane  of  efificiency  and  usefulness.  But  that  connection 
was  unexpectedly  severed  in  the  middle  of  my  third  term  of 
office.  The  shadows  of  a  great  war  were  gathering;  its  desola- 
tions soon  followed  ;  and  then  came  the  chaos  of  reconstruction. 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTE. 
By  the  Editor. 

The  school  system  of  the  State,  allhouch  the  subject  of  almost  continu- 
ous discussion  since  its  adoption,  has  received  meacrre  historical  treatment. 
This  paper  is  perhaps  the  fullest  accouni  of  the  origin  and  organization  of 
the  effort.  The  most  extensive  general  treatment  is  contained  in  Willis 
G.  Clark's  History  of  Education  i.i  Alabama  (iS8q).  in  the  Chapters: 
"Kducatiorial  Land  Grants."  pp.  217-219;  "Thp  Public  School  System  of 
Nfobiic."  pp.  220-239:  and  "Public  Schools  m  Alabama,"  pp.  2.^9-253. 
These  chapters  are  in  the  main  correct,  although  there  are  some  blunders 
and   glaring  omissions. 

The  "School  Law  oi  .-Mabama"  is  reviewed  anonymously  in  Ala. 
r.ii.  Jour.,  Dec,  1858,  and  April.  1859:  and  Ala.  Jour,  of  Education.  .April. 
1871,  contains  an  article  on  ".\labam.i   Public  Schools  before  the  War." 

In  Barnard's  Aiiwrican  Journal  of  Education,  and  in  the  Re^'orts  of  the 
U.  S.  Com.  of  Educatinn.  there  are  numerous  references  passim. 

Mr.  Clark  finds  the  origin  of  the  present  State  system  in  the  Mobile 
r)ublic  school  system  which  had  its  beginning  in  1826.  .A  full  review  of 
all  the  legislation  in  relation  to  thj  latter  from  Jan.  10.  1826.  is  presented  by 
Peter  Hamilton.  Esq..  in  his  Brief  for  appellee  in  the  cases  of  the  State 
''f  Alabama,  ex.  rcl.  G.  L.  Putnam  vs.  Gustavus  Horton.  Judge  of 
Probate;  the  same  vs.  E.  B.  Lott.  Tax  Collector:  and  W.  G.  Clark,  ct.  als. 
V'^.  E.  P.  Gaines,  et.  als.  in  Supreme  Court  of  .-Mabama.  June  term.  1870. 
C^vo.  pp.   23). 

The  source  material  is  extensive,  and  is  contained  in  the  Reports  of  the 
Siperintendents  of  Education,  the  Journals  oi  the  Board  of  Education. 
the  School  La:cs  (separately  printed),  and  Miscellaneous  Legislative  and 
Otlicial  documents.  Full  and  classified  lists  of  these  are  presented,  under 
the  title  of  "School-."  in  Owen's  "Bibliography  of  Alabama."  in  Report 
of  American  Hist'irical  Ass:iciatiou  for  iSqj,  pp.    1131-1136. 

The  Auditor's  Reports  contain   financial   statistics. 

Statistics  of  the  Sixteenth  Scctii->n  !U!ids  are  found  in  the  se^'eral 
Legislative  reports,  and  in  the  Auditor's  Reports. 

For  further  bibliographical  references  see  Owen's  R'bliozrat'hv  of  A!j- 
r>:».'(i  under  the  title-— .\gricu!tural  and  Mechanical  Coilcje.  Educational 
Association,  ct  seq.  Schools.  L'niversity  of  .Alabama,  and  the  names  of 
P-irticular  cdncationai  institutions,  schools,  or  colleces. 


III.  EARLY  TIMKS  IX  THE  X'ICIXITY  OF  THE 
PRESENT  CITY  OE  MONTGOMERY.^ 

By  William   Stokks  Wvmax,   LL.    D.,^   University  of 

Alabama. 

For  the  historic  associations  that  cluster  around  it,  one  of  the 
most  interesting  localities  in  the  neig-hborhood  of  Montgomery 
is  the  level  plain  on  the  top  of  the  river  bluff,  about  one  mile 
below  the  wharf — once  an  old  field,  but  now,  as  I  am  informed, 
included  within  the  i)reniises  of  Mr.  James  Chappelle.  On  this 
spot  lived  as  f?r  in  the  past  as  history  or  tradition  gives  us  infor- 
mation about  this  region,  a  band  of  that  remarkable  tribe  of  Indians 
known  in  our  history  as  the  Alahanias.  By  the  Indians  v/ho  lived 
here  the  town  itself  was  called  Alabama — an  interesting  fact 
which  has  escaped  the  notice  of  all  our  local  historians. 

Mr.  Pickett  tells  us,  in  his  History  of  Alabama^  that  the  name 
of  the  town  situated  on  the  Montgomery  bluff  was  Ecun-chate.* 


*  From  Montgomery  Advertiser,  June  7.   1S93. 

^  Dr.  W.  S.  Wyman.  <:on  of  Justus  and  Mary  (Stakes)  Wyman.  was  born 
in  Montgomery.  Ala..  Nov.  2.^.  iS.lo.  Hisf.itl'.rr  \vn^  born  in  Wobu-n  Ma-s.. 
of  Puritan  stock,  and  his  mother  was  of  tlie  Stokes  family  of  X.  C.  The 
former  emigrated  to  Claiborne.  Ala.,  in  181S.  and  to  Montgomery  in 
1822.  Dr.  Wyman  is  a  graduate  of  the  Univ.  of  Ala..  1851.  In  1852-3 
he  became  a  member  of  tlie  faculty  of  that  institution,  where  he  has  since 
remained.  His  work  there  has  been  signally  successful  and  he  has  been 
tendered  repeatedly  the  oftice  of  President.  He  is  now  Prof,  of  Latin. 
Dr.  Wyman  is  the  leading  authority  of  the  State  on  Indian  histor>-  and 
linguistics,  besides  ranking  at  the  head  of  students  of  the  history  of 
Alabama.  His  wife  is  Malissa.  daughter  of  Capt.  James  H.  and  Julia  A. 
(Searcy)  Bearing,  and  they  have  several  children.  For  an  excellent 
biography,  with  ancestry,  of  Dr.  Wyman  sec  Memorial  Record  of  Aljbjina. 
(1893),  vol.  ii.  pp.  logS-iioo.  For  sketch  of  Capt.  Dearing  see  WiUiam 
R.   Smith's  Reiiiiuiscoices.    (1S89).   pp.   06-100. 

'Vol.  T.  p.  123.  Pp.  122-127  contain  Hawkins'  full  list  of  towns  in  the 
Creek  Nation. 

*  Abram  Mordccai.  a  Tew  from  Penn..  who  lived  in  17S5  on  Line 
Creek  in  Montgomery  County,  states  that  Col.  Tait,  a  British  officer, 
drilled  squads  of  Tories  at  this  Indian  town  during  the  Revolutionary 
War. — Blue's  History  of  Mo>itf:o>iiery  (187S),  p.  5.  "My  first  visit  to  the 
spot  where  Montgomery  now  stands,  was  in  .\pril.  1814:  it  was  then 
called  Clumnanu'-rea — Chatty,  or  th.c  High  Red  B!un." — Woodward's 
Remiu-sccnces  (1859).  p.  134.  lie  states  that  .\rthur  Moore  was  the  lirst 
white  settler  who  lived  here,  building  his  h.ouse  in  1815.  In  this  he  is 
followed  by  Blue,  who  gives  n^>re  detail  as  to  the  hi^torv  of  Moore. 
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Tiiis  information  is  dcrivcfl  from  a  "v^ketch  of  the  Creek  Coun- 
try,'"' written  about  tlu-  year  1800,  by  Col.  lienjamin  Hawkins, 
I'nited  States  Aj.(ent  fur  the  Creek  Indians.  Ecun-chate  was,  it  is 
true,  the  name  criven  to  this  town  by  the  Creek  or  Muscojjee  In- 
(hnns.  But  the  Alabamas  who  hved  on  this  spot,  called  their  town 
.\Iabama.  The  name  Ecun-chate  is  pure  Creek  and  means  "The 
Red  Bluff" — a  name  fairly  descriptive  of  the  town-site.  The 
name  Alabama  is  not  Creek  at  all,  and  the  Indians  who  lived  here 
were,  in  lan,i,niaq;e  and  customs,  quite  distinct  from  the  Creeks. 
The  people  of  Mont.c^omery  may,  with  just  pride,  claim  that  their 
flourishing  city  is  built  in  part  on  the  site  of  the  Indian  town  that 
gave  name  first  to  the  river  and  afterwards  to  the  State. 

THE  IIO.MKS  OF  THE  ALAC.VMAS. 

The  Alabama  River  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Coosa  and 
the  Tallapoosa  flows  first  in  a  westerly  direction  across  a 
series  of  strata  chiefly  sandy,  belonging  to  the  Cretaceous  form- 
ation and  underlying  the  rotten  limestone  of  the  prairies.  To  these 
strata  our  geologists  Rave  given  the  name  Eutaw  Group  or  Eutaw 
Sand.  The  river,  in  cutting  a  channel  for  itself  across  the  dip  of 
the  Eutaw  strata,  has  formed  a  series  of  lofty  and  picturesque 
bluffs,  composed  for  the  most  part  of  beds  of  coarse  red  and  yel- 
low sand,  extending  from  Coosawda  Bluff,  in  Elmore  County,  as 
far,  perhaps,  as  House's  Bluff  in  Autauga  County. 
^  On  the  tops  of  these  high  bluffs  were  situated  in  the  oldest 
times  of  which  we  have  any  record,  the  towns  of  the  ancient  Ala- 
bamas. Along  the  river  on  both  sides  indications  are  still 
found  here  and  there  of  the  former  habitations  of  this  aboriginal 
people — mounds,  shell-heaps,  broken  pottery,  and  flint  arrow- 
points. 

WHO  WERE  THE  ALABAMAS? 

In  the  absence  of  written  records  or  concurrent  traditions  we 
have  the  right  to  infer  from  kinship  in  language  a  kinship  also  in 

•This  valuable  sketch  was  published  in  1S4S  bv  the  Georgia  Historical 
Society  as  vol.  111.  part  i,  of  its  CoUcctions.  It  was  the  only  part  ever 
issued.  No  other  volumes  of  its  Collections  were  printed  until  1S7-, 
r  i"t*^^  publication  was  resumed  a?  vol.  iii,  disregarding  ihi«  part.' 
v,ol.  Hawkins  was  for  more  than  thirtv  vears  emploved  by  the'  u"  S 
Government  in  Southern  Indian  service.  He  left  a  mass  of  valuable  MSS" 
M'led  with  a  multitude  of  detail  as  to  Indian  treaties  custom-' 
manners,  etc.     These  papers  are  in  the  Georgia  Historical   Societv 
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race.  r'ollo\vinj4-  tlii.'^  clew  we  are  warrajiterl  in  saving;  that  ih.- 
Alaljanias  were  a  se^'iiient  of  the  Choctaw-Chickasaw  stock  of 
Indians  cut  off  from  the  main  stock,  aiul  Hvinj:,'  on  these  rivrr- 
bluffs  lon;^'  years,  perhap.';  centuries,  before  they  ever  saw  a  whit.- 
man.  We  sIkjuM  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  lang-uaq^e  of  th.- 
Choctaws  and  the  Chickasaws  i.s  .substantially  the  same,  and  th.it 
these  two  tribes,  according,'  to  their  own  traditions,  were  in  the 
distant  past  one  people.  An  e.vamination  of  the  lanj^fuage  of 
the  Alabamas  proves  that  theirs  is  a  dialect  of  the  tonj^ue  spoken 
by  the  Ciioctaws  and  tiie  Chickasaws.  According  to  the  tradi- 
tion of  the  Creeks,  the  Alabamas  had  been  subjugated  by  them 
and  incorporated  with  the  Creek  Confederacy  many  generations 
before  the  white  people  ever  reaching  this  country." 

Within  historic  times  there  were  six  towns  of  the  Alabamas  in 
the  region  contiguous  to   Montgomery.     I  name  and  number 
these  in  the  order  in  which  one  would  have  found  them  in  de- 
scending the  river  from  the  junction : 
First — Tuskegce. 
Second — Coosawda." 
Third — Alabama,  or  Ecun-chate. 
Fourth — Towassa. 
Fifth — Pauwokte. 
Si.xth — Autauga. 

I  should  like  here  to  give  some  details  of  all  these  towns :  but 
this  would  lead  me  too  far  away  from  my  present  purpose,  which 
is  to  give  some  account  of  the  old  Montgomery  settlement. 

THE  OLD  .•\L.\B.\M.\  TOWN. 

Col.  Hawkins,  in  his  Sketch  of  flic  Creek  Country,  thus  describes 

the  old  Alabama  town  at  tlie  present  site  of  Montgomery,  as  it 

was  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  : 

"E-cun-chate:  from  E-cun-na.  'earth.'  and  chate.  'red.'  A  small  villag^e 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Alabama,  which  has  its  nelds  on  the  ri^ht  bank 
in  the  cane  S'>vamp.  They  are  a  poor  people  without  stock,  are^idle  and 
indolent,  and  seldom  make  bread  enough,  but  have  fine  melons  in  great 

"  For  latest  researches  and  collation  of  authorities  as  to  the  earlv 
Indians  of  this  rourion  sec  Hamilton's  Colonial  Mobile  (1S07),  a  work  of 
great  learning  and  much  research. 

I  "On  the  river,  opposite  the  old  town  of  Coosada  in  this  countv. 
Weatherford.  th.e  Musco-zce  chief,  was  born:  and  at  Sauvanocra.  on  the 
Tallapoosa,  near  where  the  village  of  Augusta  stood,  the  parents  of 
Tecunivch  lived,  and  there  he  maj-  have  first  seen  the  light." — Brewer's 
Alabama,  p.  447. 
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..t.iir)<J;iiice  in  tluir  soa>ion.  The  land  back  from  the  settlement  is  of 
tliiii  ijuality;  oak,  hickory,  pine,  and  ponds.  Back  of  this,  hills,  or 
w.ivinK-  Iltrt'  tlic  soil  is  of  >^oo(!  f|uality  for  cultivation;  that  of  thin 
(jiialily  extends  for  nearly  a  iniie  [from  the  river]." 

This  is  an  excellent  description  of  the  country  extending  south 
nf  the  old  town,  as  I  remember  it  in  187,9.  Within  my  earliest 
reoiillection  the  town-site  itself  was  a  level,  uncultivated  field, 
hard  hy  the  hluff  of  the  river.  The  surface  was  strewn  with  the 
remains  of  the  former  Indian  occui)ation.  The  school  boys  of 
Moiittromcry,  for  whom  it  was  in  those  days  a  famous  place  of 
resort,  uscfl  to  call  it  "old  town."  There  were  plenty  of  doves, 
larks,  and  partrid.u:cs  in  the  old  fields,  and  under  the  shady  bluff 
j^'ood  fishing-  in  the  river.  The  two  Indian  mounds'*  found  here 
in  the  earliest  settlement  ]>y  the  whites  had  been  dug  down  before 
my  day  to  make  bricks  for  the  old  Planters'  Hotel  in  the  city.  To 
reach  "Old  Town,"  the  boys  used  to  go  out  on  v.hat  I  suppose 
is  now  called  Bell  Street,  then  known  as  the  Washington  Road. 
At  the  brow  of  a  small  hill,  about  one  mile  from  Court  street, 
stood  the  old  Bell  mansion,  long  the  residence  of  Bushrod  W. 
Bell,  a  noted  citizen  of  the  town,  and  Sheriff  of  Montgomery 
County  in  1840.  Turning  to  the  right  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  a 
short  walk  brought  us  to  the  old  Alabama  town.  There  are  sev- 
eral of  the  old  boys  yet  living  in  Montgomery  who  can  tell  of 
those  schoolboy  excursions  to  "Old  Town."  and  of  our  search 
over  the  field  for  arrow  points  and  other  relics  of  the  ancient  in- 
habitants. There  are  James  W.  Powell,  and  his  brother  John. 
Ccorge  R.  Sayre  and  Calvin  Sayre.  Robert  H.  Sommcrville.  Dr. 
John  Hazard  Henry,  B.  Leon  Wyman,  and  a  few  others — alas 
how  few!  Of  the  rest  some  are  scattered  here  and  there  in  the 
world ;  many  repose  on  the  hill  that  Andrew  Dexter  set  apart  in 
the  beginning  as  the  last  sleeping  place  for  the  people.  There 
are  excellent  reasons  for  believing  that  the 

FIRST  WHITE  MEN' 

who  ever  saw  the  woody  slopes  on  which  Montgomery  is  built 
^vere  the  intrepid  Spanish  adventurers,  who  followed  Hernando 

For  description  of  these  mounds  sec  Blue's  History  of  ^fontgo^ncr\•,  p.  4. 
T!ic  small  one  was  insiijnificant.  and  located  near  the  river  bluff.  The 
"•iri^'e  one.  further  away  and  near  the  public  road,  was  twenty-tive  feet 
n'K'h  and  about  ninety  feet  square.  They  were  dug  away  in  1833.  Under 
t'.<  in  was  found  human  bones,  remains  of  earthenware,  arrow  heads,  and 
trinkets. 
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de  Soto  m  liis  uoiKlcfii:  uHiiLajis.  Dc  Soto  in  his  southwar-l 
journey  ihrou.^'';  this  region  in  15^0  crossed  the  Tallapuosa  at  a 
town  called  Taii^e.  it  ci".  ilmor.t  hr  demonstrated  tliat  in  hi^ 
inarch  iro:n  Trihcc  he  cro-.^cd  t!.e  Alabama  not  far  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Ca'iawba.  This  conclusicn,  it  is  gratifying  to  note, 
has  been  reac'vjd  in  recent  years  by  several  scholarly  gentlemen 
in  Alabama,  who  ha\e  studied  ihr^  itinerary  of  De  Soto  in  the 
original  sources.'-'  Hon.  \\'illi.-=  Brewer,  of  Hayneville ;  Col.  R.  A. 
Hardaway.  of  the  University;  Maj.  J.  W.  A.  Wright,  of  Livings- 
ton, and  .A[r.  Cf'fford  A.  Lanier  an-l  Edmund  P.  Morrissette, 
Esq.,  of  -Montgomery,  each  studying  for  himself,  have  reached 
the  conclusion  that  De  Soto  crossed  the  Alabama  not  far  from 
Cahawba,  thvs  differing  from  the  oldest  students  of  the  route, 
Meek,  Pickett,  and  Theodore  Irving,  who  thought  that  the 
crossing  place  v/as  lower  down  in  W'ilco.x  Countv. 

If  the  recent  conclusion  is  true,  a  glance  at  the  map  will  show 
any  one  who  bears  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  Indian  towns  were 
nearly  always  situated  on  the  banks  that  Ue  Soto  in  his  march 
from  Talise  to  the  mouth  of  the  Cahawba  following  the  Indian 
trails  from  town  to  town  must  have  passed  hard  by  the  old  Ala- 
bama town  at  Montgomery.  For  my  part  I  venture  to  go  farther 
and  to  conjecture  that  the  giant  chief.  Tush-ka-loosa.  and  his  son 
Aktahache.  whom  De  Soto  encountered  in  this  quaner.  were  the 
head  men  of  the  Alabama  town.  Why  not  ?  The  word  Tushka- 
loosa,  meaning.  "Black  Warrior,"  abides  to  this  day  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Alabamas.  The  Spaniards  must  have  met  the  Black 
Warrior  not  far  from  the  place  where  Montgomerv  now  stands. 
The  names  of  two  of  the  towns  traversed  by  the  Adalantado  in 
this  region— Ullibahalli  and  Towassa— have  a  familiar  sound  to 
those  who  are  versed  in  the  ancient  lore  of  this  vicinitv.  The  little 
band  of  Spaniards  sent  out  from  Pcnsacola  Bay.  in  1559.  twenty 
years  after  De  Soto's  time,  by  Don  Tristan  de  Luna  in  search  of 


_  •  For  a  full  collation  of  the  original  authorities  for  De  Soto's  expedi- 
tion the  several  editions,  and  critical  cmiments.  ;,\v  Owen's  BiL'liigra''hy 
of  Ahbawa.  under  the  titles-" Biedraa.-'  -Elvas."  and  -Veea."  and  aUo 
lernaux-Compans.  B.  F.  French  and  Barnard  Shipp.  For  secondary 
accounts,  see  same,  under  W.  Brewer.  A.  W.  Dillard.  R.  A.  Hardawav. 
^.  C.  Jones,  and  Historical  bocicty.  5tV  also  Winsor,  vol.  ii.  pp  2SS-^- 
Pickett  vol.  1.  pp.  1-53.  with  the  preface:  and  Meek's  Romantic  Passaic's 
tn  ^outlrj.'estcrn  History  (1857;,  pp.  J13-234. 
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till-  [lulian  town  of  Coosa  passed  by  the  river  and  town  of  UUi- 
l.allr,  or  Olaballe.^" 

'I'owassa,  a  name  venerable  for  its  antiquity,  was  the  appellation 
..(  &.e  Alabama  town  on  the  blufif  three  miles  below  Montgomery, 

'  Tor  this  expcd'tion,  with  authorities,  see  \Vins(jr's  .Varrative  and  Crit- 
cal  History  of  America,  vol.  ii,  257-259. 


IV.  FORTV-FOL'kTIi  ALABAMA  REGIMEXT. 
By  Jami:s  Jack^ox  Gai<!<i:tt,'  of  Birmingham. 

This  reginient  v.a^  organized  at  Schii.i,  .A.la.,  in  March,  1862. 
Its  field  officers  v.ero.  James  Kent  of  Dallas,  Colonel;  Charles 
A.  Derby,  of  Lowndes,  Lt.  Col.;  William  F.  Perry,  of  Macon. 
Maj. ;  and  T,  A.  Xicoil,  of  Dallas,  .'\dnitant.  The  captains  and  the 
counties  whence  their  con:panies  came  were:  Kichard  J.  Dudlcv, 
Lowndes  and  Dal'as ;  John  .\.  Jones,  Bibb;  John  W.  Purifoy. 
Wilcox;  Wm.  T.  King,  Shelby;  George  W.  Carey,  Shelby; 
Henlcv  G.  Sneed,  Bibb;  Thomas  C.  Daniel,  Dallas  and  Bibb: 
F.  ]\L  Goode,  Eibb;  A.  W.  Denman,  Randolph;  and  Patrick  P. 
Riddle,  Calhoun. 

The  regiment  was  made  up  chiefly,  as  will  be  seen,  from  Central 
Alabama ;  Dallas,  Lowndes.  Wilcox,  Eibb,  Shelby,  anrl  Calhoun 
contributing  to  its  formation  many  of  their  noblest  men.  It 
was  not  at  any  time  a  Irrge  regiment,  its  maximum  strength  never 
exceeding  a  thousand  m.cn. 

About  the  middle  of  June.  18G2,  it  was  ordered  from  the  camp 
of  instruction  to  the  front  in  \'irginia.  and  reached  Richmond 
on  the  eve  of  the  Seven  Days"  struggle.     It  was  in  the  act  of  re- 

*  J.  J.  Garrett.  Esq.,  son  01  Henry  Walton  and  Sarah  (Sasncttc)  Garrett, 
was  born  !March  14,  iS.v,  in  Edi;ccoml)  County,  X.  C..  and  when  one 
year  old  his  parents  caTue  to  Ala.  They  located  in  Sumter,  but  later 
removed  to  Grcene_  County,  wlurc  tliey  died.  His  father  was  of  English 
ancestry,  the  son  of  James  and  Eliza  (Jones)  Garrett,  and  the  grrandson  of 
James  and  Rachel  (IWutm)  Garrett.  The  Waltons  are  of  Bertie  County, 
N.  C.  His  mother  was  of  French  descent,  the  daughter  of  Zach- 
arie  and  Elizabeth  (I'l'il^-ins)  Sasne^tie.  The  Garrett  family  lived 
about  five  miles  fr-nn  Tarboro.  X.  C.  Mr.  Garrett  graduated 
at  the  University  of  .Mabama  in  i."^50:  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1857.  Enlisting  as  a  private  in  Co.  G.  44th  Ala.  Regt..  in  May.  1S62. 
he  ser\OQ  with  this  command  f-'r  fourteen  months,  when  he  was  assigned 
to  duty  in  the  ordnance  (iepcirtnu-nt  «>f  Longstreet's  Corps,  and  justpre- 
ceding  the  .surrender  of  L<.c  b.e  was  made  a  lieutenant  of  ordnance. 
From  the  clo^se  of  the  war  he  practiced  law  in  Greensboro,  and  in  1SS2 
came  to  Birmingham,  wlurc  lie  continues  his  profession.  He  was 
married.  iSr5.  Uj  Ceba  L..  ('.au'.;hter  of  John  \V.  and  Barsha  Susan 
(Norflcct)  Walt'-in.  of  Greenslv^ro.  For  fuU  biographical  sketches  of 
Mr.  GaiTctt  sec  Teeple  and  Smith's  Jcsrcrson  County  {ii<^~),  pp.  353-4;  and 
Memorial  Record  cf  Al.;.,  vul.  ii.  p    26^. 
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ctiving  its  cqui[)iiicnt,  on  Capitol  Sf|uarc,  when  the  first  ;^uns  at 
Mfclianicsvillc  ojxncd.  An  hour  hitcr,  it  wa*^  niovin;:^  to  its  place 
..!i  ilic  linc^,  which  was  in  support  of  field  batteries  guardinj;,'  the 
uuitr  ai)proachcs  to  the  City,  where  it  remained,  while  better 
armed  and  more  seasoned  troops  were  used  in  driving  McClellan 
t(»  Harrison's  Landing. 

As  soon  as  Richmond  was  relieved,  the  regiment  was  quartered 
with  A.  R.  Wright's  Brigade,  on  Falling  Creek,  south  of  the 
James  River,  near  Drewry's  Bluff.  There,  in  about  six  weeks, 
its  losses  from  sickness  exceeded  the  heaviest  sustained  in  any  of 
its  battles.  Many  died  and  more  were  unfitted  for  service,  among 
them  Col.  Kent,  who  resigned ;  so  that  in  the  following  move- 
ments it  could  muster  not  more  than  one-third  its  numbers  as 
ctTectives. 

In  all  the  arduous  operations  of  the  campaign  ending  at 
Sharpsburg,  the  regiment  did  good  service,  and  suffered  heavily ; 
at  Second  Alanassas,  losing  Capts.  Daniel  and  King,  and  having 
casualties  numbering  one-fifth  of  all  engaged ;  while  at  Sharps- 
l)urg.  Col.  Derby  fell,  while  two-thirds  of  those  he  was  gallantly 
leading  were  killed  or  v/ounded. 

After  the  return  from  ^Maryland,  the  regiment  was  assigned  to 
Lr  w's  Brigade,  lor  a  while  composed  of  it,  the  famous  Fourth 
.Mabama,  and  the  Sixth,  Fifty-fourth  and  Fifty-seventh  North 
Carolina  Regiments,  all  distinguished  for  good  conduct  on  all 
occasions. 

At  Fredericksburg,  the  regiment  was  under  fire,  but  not  ac- 
tively engaged.  One  of  the  younger  North  Carolina  regiments 
mentioned  above,  which  had  been  twitted  as  "conscript"'  by  the 
"Ider  ones,  during  this  battle,  was  ordered  to  drive  back  an  op- 
p'lsing  skirmish  line.  It  did  so,  with  a  rush;  but  not  content 
V. ilh  this,  inflamed  with  courage  and  resolve  to  prove  its  equality 
V.  ith  the  best  soldiery,  regardless  of  recalling  orders,  it  threw  it- 
^clf  headlonjr  acrainst  the  heavv  masses  of  Burnside's  centre,  and 
li.'ul  fifty  per  cent,  of  its  number  slain  or  disabled.  Greater  cour- 
•Tge  was  never  shown,  at  Balaklava  or  anywhere  else ;  and  it  is 
needless  to  say,  that  these  men  were  no  more  taunted  as  "con- 
HTipts." 

St-)on  after  this,  the  three  North  Carolina  regiments  were  re- 
I'bced  in  the  brigade  by  the  Fifteenth,  Forty-seventh  and  Forty- 
<-!ghth  Alabama  Regiments,  and  thenceforward  until  Appomat- 
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tox,  the  \)r\'^:x(\c  was  made  up  of  these  three,  and  the  Fourth  an  1 
Forty-fourth.  In  Lonj^street's  operations  around  Suffolk,  \'a..  'v.\ 
1863.  the  re;,Mnient  last-named  was  consi)icuous,  and  sufferc-i 
probably  more  than  any  other  command  present. 

At  Gettysburj?,  on  July  2nd,  1863,  in  the  terrible  assault  on 
Round  Top, — pronounced  by  the  oftlcer  who  ordered  it,  "the  bot 
two  hours'  of  fi,!:,duinj^  ever  done  on  any  battle-field," — made, 
as  far  as  Law's  Bri^^ade  was  concerned,  after  a  forced  march  of 
twenty-five  miles,  under  burninj^  July  sun,  without  supplie-  oi 
food  or  water,  the  Forty-fourth  drove  the  enemy  from  a  battery 
in  its  immediate  front,  planted  upon  an  almost  inaccessible 
point  on  that  mountain,  and  aided  by  other  regiments,  held  it 
against  all  efforts  of  recapture.  The  guns  of  this  battery  arc 
said  to  have  been  all,  out  of  nearly  a  hundred  they  there  captured, 
that  were  brought  off  from  that  field  by  the  Confederates.  In 
the  charge  on  that  day,  the  Forty-fourth  penetrated  the  wild 
fastness  known  as  the  Devil's  Den,  and  there  lost  heavily,  nearly 
foity  per  cent,  of  its  number  having  fallen  in  the  movement. 

Returning  to  Mrginia,  the  Regiment  rested  a  few  weeks  in 
Spottsylvania,  and  with  the  rest  of  Hood's  Division  was  ordered 
thence  to  Georgia.  At  Chickamauga,  it  contributed  its  full 
share  to  the  victory,  which  for  a  time  saved  that  State  from  being 
overrun,  at  a  cost  of  one-fourth  its  numbers.  It  was  the  good 
fortune  of  Hood's  Division  to  capture  more  than  one-half  the 
cannon  taken  on  that  field,  and  one-half  of  this  was  the  prize 
of  Law's  Brigade. 

The  campaigns  which  followed,  in  front  of  Chattanooga,  in 
Lookout  \'alley.  Longstreet's  advance  on  Knoxville  and  siege  of 
that  place,  and  the  movements  in  East  Tennessee  following 
thereafter,  in  1863-4.  were  probably  the  hardest  of  the  war.  in 
fatigues,  privations  and  sufferings  as  well  as  full  of  dangers  an-: 
losses.  Through  all  these  the  Forty-fourth  passed,  with  the  pa- 
tience and  courage  of  veterans  and  patriots ;  proving  themselves 
W'orthv  of  association  with  their  comrades,  and  the  equals  of  the 
best  soldiers  who  ever  marched  under  any  standard. 

Earlv  in  1864.  it  was  recognized  by  all  that  the  great  struggle 
of  that  year  was  to  be  in  \'irginia.  All  Hood's  (then  become 
Field's)  Division,  except  Law's  Brigade,  had  been  ordered  and 
sent  back  to  Lee.  Law's  Brigade,  it  was  proposed  to  retain  \n 
East  Tennessee,   in   Buckner's   Division.     This  transfer  excirci 


Forty -fourth  Alabama  Ixcginicni. — Garrett.  yj 

^rcat  cliscontcnt,  a; id  a' most  ".ynijrtotiis  of  mutiny.  Entreaties, 
jKtitioiis.  aiul  rc'iiioiistrp.ncei  jiourc.l  irt'»  P.iclimond,  until  the 
tr.'iii-^fcr  was  rcvokr;'.  Vv'h.cn  the  order  came  to  rejoin  their  old 
(.uinradcs  in  the  Division  from  Texas,  Arkansas  Goor.cjia  and 
Swuth  Carolina,  these  '^ova  w^irriors  rejoiced  as  if  invited  to  a 
feast,  althougli  fully  consciouh  of  the  toils  and  perils  they  had 
htt::ged  to  be  allowed  to  confront;  and  many  of  them  doubtless 
remember  the  gladness  of  the  reunion  on  the  v.-estern  verge  of 
the  Wilderness. 

Into  that  wild  rej:!^ion,  tlirout^di  which  Grant  was  trying  to  push, 
about  the  3rd  of  May,  1864,  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment  plunged, 
with  the  rest  of  Lee's  army.  \-  was  in  the  rushing,  irresistible 
advance,  on  the  6th  of  May,  that  beat  and  drove  back  the  im- 
mense numbers  about  to  swallow  up  Hill's  Corps;  it  was  on  the 
hardly  contested  lines  at  Spottsylvania  beaten  back,  from  which 
Grant  attempted  a  second  time  to  steal  around  our  right ;  at 
North  Anna;  and  at  Cold  Harbor,  on  June  3rd,  with  the  rest 
of  Law's  Brigade,  which  has  never  been  duly  credited,  bore  and 
beat  back  the  heaviest  assaults  made,  and  inflicted  far  the  sever- 
est loss  sufTered  by  the  enemy  on  that  bloody  day. 

During  the  earlier  stages  of  the  investment  of  Petersburg, 
which  began  in  June,  1864,  the  regiment,  with  the  rest  of  Field's 
Division,  was  for  awhile  in  the  trenches,  and  then  formed  and 
used  as  a  movable  column,  which  passed  from  one  position  to 
another,  as  Grant's  flanking  attempts  made  necessarv' ;  and  it 
\\as  in  this  way  thrown  by  forced  marches  several  times  from 
one  extreme  of  the  army  to  the  other  to  meet  emergencies  some- 
times of  an  appalling  character.  Later,  events  located  it  on  the 
north  side  of  James  River,  near  Deep  Bottom,  and  this  posi- 
tion it  held  in  defiance  of  all  assaults,  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
L\iring  this  last  period  was  fought,  about  October.  1S64.  one  of 
th(  fiercest  battles  of  the  war,  sometimes  called  after  Fussell's 
Mill;  in  which,  a  few  skeleton  regiments,  under  the  eye  of  Gen. 
Lee,  attacked  and  routed  an  immense  force  which  had  surprised 
and  broken  through  the  lines  at  a  point  far  to  their  left,  and 
I'esides  the  enemy's  dead  and  wounded,  captured  and  held  many 
more  prisoners  than  our  entire  force  engaged.  So  completely 
\'>as  this  attempt  defeated,  that  no  others  in  heavy  force  were 
ever  made  in  that  quarter. 

During  the  winter  of  1864-5  ^^^-  ^^'ni.  F.  Perry,  who  had  gone 
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out  as  Major  of  the  Rcj^'inicnt,  and  as  its  Colonel,  had  been  {■ .: 
some  time  rankinj:^  officer  and  in  command  cf  Law's  Bri;;ja<!  • 
with  much  distinction,  was  i)r<jmoted  to  Brif,'adier,  and  kept  in 
charj:fe  of  it.  This  made  John  .\.  Jones  Colonel,  George  W, 
Carey  Lieutenant  Colonel,  anrl  A.  \V.  Denman  Major  of  the 
Regiment. 

The  breaking  of  the  lines  at  IVtersbur;^  on  April  2nd,  1865. 
rendered  Kiclmiond  untenable;  and  those  held  by  Field's  Di- 
vision below  that  City,  which  never  harl  been  broken,  were 
abandoned,  and  thai  Division,  including"  Perry's  Brigade,  and 
the  44th  Alabama  Regiment,  crossed  the  James  for  the  last  time, 
and  rejoined  those  who  had  evacuated  Peter.sburg,  between  tliai 
point  and  Appomatox.  The  regiments  of  that  magnificent  body 
of  men  had  literally  fought  themselves  away,  and  some  were  then 
no  larger  than  single  companies;  yet  their  organization  and 
morale  could  not  have  been  better.  Despite  the  attrition  of  its 
almost  unequalled  fighting,  service  and  suffering,  it  was  the 
largest  division  that  stacked  arms  and  furled  its  colors  finally  at 
the  obscure  X'irginia  hamlet,  only  when  its  matchless  Com- 
mander said  that  all  had  been  done  that  honor  and  duty  could 
require.  Neither  that  division  nor  any  of  its  brigades  or  regi- 
ments, had  ever  been  driven  from  an\-  position  or  field,  nor  failed 
to  carry  and  hold  any  they  had  been  ordered  to  take,  or  to  dare 
and  do  otherwise,  when  the  achievement  was  within  the  compass 
of  human  energy  and  heroism ;  and  the  gloom  in  which  the  sov- 
ereignty they  had  upheld  and  their  own  organizations  vanished 
on  the  9th  of  April,  1865,  did  not  shade,  but  brightened  the 
wreath  of  untarnished  glories  with  which  Southern  valor  had 
crowned  its  battle-riven  standards. - 

'  Of  the  survivor?  are  Gen.  W.  F.  Perry.  Bnu-ling  Green.  Ky..  (ssc  papjr 
by  him  in  this  vol.  on  "Genesis  of  Public  Education  in  Alabama");  Ll 
Col.  G.  \V.  Carey,  of  New  York  City;    and  the  writer  of  this  paper. 

A  short  account  of  tlie  Ree;imont  is  in  Brewer's  Alabama,  pp.  654-656. 
A  valuable  contemporary  sketch  is  contained  in  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Garrett,  the  present  writer,  published  in  the  Selma  Reporter,  March  23. 
1864.  With  the  letter  was  pubHshed  a  set  of  hig-hly  patriotic  resolutions 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  command  held  March  13.  1S64.  The  muster 
rolls  of  the  several  companies,  com.piete  with  historical  memoranda  from 
organization  to  surrender,  arc  on  tile  in  the  office  of  the  Adjutant-General 
of  Ala. — Report  of  Adjutant-General   1892-94.  p.  219. 


V.  EARLY  ROADS  OF  ALABAMA. 
By  Petk:^  Joseph  HAMiLrox/  of  Mobile. 

A  road  in  Alabama  is  curb  a  proi;aic  thing,  especially  when  flis- 
sociatcd  from  a  fast  team,  tjiat  the  ?ubject  seems  to  promise 
little.  And  yet,  if  ue  can  realize  that  our  country  has  had  a 
great  history,  we  shall  find  its  beginnings  of  interest,  ana,  next 
to  the  character  of  ihc  people,  the  early  highways  the  most  im- 
portant element  of  its  growth. 

Roads  made  Roman  history,  and  with  the  developmetit  of 
roads  everywhere  comes  the  evolution  of  a  country.  A  wagon 
road  in  the  settlement  of  Alabama  counted  for  more  than  a  nickle 
plate  railway  does  at  the  present  time,  because  the  railway  is  sim- 
ply an  improvement  while  the  wagon  road  was  the  essential  be- 
ginning. 

And  there  were  routes  earlier  still.  We  are  gradually  recog- 
nizing the  aborigines  as  human  beings  and  their  customs  and 
speech  as  worthy  of  study.  The  Choctaws.  Creeks.  Cherokees 
and  Chickasaws  had  some  well  defined  trails,  and  the  competing 
French  and  English  colonists  had  trade  routes  to  reach  them, 
besides  highways  of  their  own  in  the  white  settlements  too. 

Thus  there  are  four  divisions  to  what  may  after  all  prove  mat- 

'P.  J.  Hamilton,  son  of  Peter  and  Anna  Martha  (Beers)  Hamilton,  was 
born  in  Mobile.  Ala..  March  ig.  1859.  His  father,  an  eminent  lawyer,  was 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  Ala..  1S4S:  acting  U.  S.  Dist.  .\tt'y..  1851-5.:: 
and  a  State  Senator  during?  the  troublous  year  of  1872.  His_  ni^other  was  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  S.  and  Cornelia  {'Walker)  Beers,  of_  Ga.  On  the 
Wafker  side  the  connections  were  with  George  Walton  (Georgia  signer 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence),  also  Jonathan  Edwards.  Fennimore 
Cooper  and  Edmund  Burke.  His  grandfather.  WiUiani  T.  Hamilton,  son 
of  Peter  Hamilton,  of  Scotch  descent,  came  to  Charleston  shortly  atter 
tlic  War  of  1812.  He  married  Charlotte  Cartledge.  of  Leeds.  England. 
P.  J.  Hamilton  graduated  at  Princeton,  tilth  in  the  large  and  famous 
class  of  1879.  and  took  the  Mental  Science  Fellowship,  a  very  high  honor. 
He  =;pcnt  1880  at  Leipsig  University;  and.  1881-.:.  attended  the  law  schools 
of  the  Univ.  of  \'a.,  and  the  Univ.  of  Ala.  He  began  law  in  1882:  and 
lat<-r  succeeded  to  tlie  business  of  "Tiie  Hamiltons."  He  is  now  in  y;ie 
active  practice.  However,  he  has  done  much  literary  work.  In  18").^. 
after  a  second  trip  to  Europe,  he  published  Rj:nblcs  in  Historic  Lands  (Put- 
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ter  of  some  importance.    l'*or  there  arc  Indian  trails,  trade  routes, 
colonial  ways,  and  pioneer  roads. 

I.    INDI.\.N"   TRAILS. 

Originally  the   Indians  used  trails  only  for  war,  huntinjj  or 
fishing  purposes,  and  it  was  only  after  the  white  man  came  with 
his  wares  that  trade  routes  were  nece.«sary.    When  Iberville  ex- 
plored the  lower  rivers  of  our  basin  he  found  among  the  Mobi- 
lians  good  "roads,"  but  they  were  really  trails,  long  since  oblit- 
erated, and  those  of  the  interior  are  now  even  less  traceable. 
And  yet  the  immense  clam  shell  mounds  in  the  Mobile  delta 
marshes  and  the  oyster  slicll  banks  on  the  bay  and  Gulf,  point 
to  a  time  when  great  triljcs  regularly  visited  the  mouth  of  our 
river  system,  and  that  for  many  years.    True,  this  may  have  been 
largely  by  water,  but  early  narratives  show  land  routes  also.    It 
has  been  c(jnjectured  that  DeSoto,  Xarvaez  and  other  explorers 
used  the  native  trails,  and  this  was  very  likely  so.  for  they  had 
native  guides.    And  in  it  is  a  tliought  of  some  novelty  that  Cosa. 
Chiaha,  Maubila,  Xanipacna,  Talisee,  Coweta,  and  other  places 
in  or  near  our  xMabama  were  Indian  towns  of  some  size  and  im- 
portance, connected  by  regular  trails  and  roads,  and  at  least  in 
DeSoto's  time  under  one  general  government.     Aboriginal  Iiis- 
tory  is  worth  more  study  than  has  been  given  it  in  Alabama,  and 
the  example  of  Dr.  \\m.  S.  W'yman  should  convince  us  of  its 
value  and  interest. 

But  such  study  has  not  progressed  far  enough  to  let  us  restore 
these  routes  in  detail.     \\'e  know  that  the  Upper  Creeks  on  the 

nam's  Sons).  In  1S07,  while  City  Attorney  of  Mobile,  he  prepared  a 
Code  of  Ordinances  01  the  city  (Svo.  pp.  456).  which  contains  valuable 
historical  data.  He  makes  a  special  study  oi  the  local  history  and  insti- 
tutions of  his  part  of  the  South  and  has  written  on  it  for  a  number  01 
newspapers  and  maeazines.  But  his  principal  work  is  Colonial  Mobile: 
An  historical  sti>dv  of  the  northern  Culf  coast  and  the  A!abcina  Tor:big\-e 
basin,  from  the  dis'cozrry  of  Mobile  Day  in  1319  until  iSji  (Houshton.  Miffiin 
and  Co..  1S07.  Svo.  pp.  44^i>.  It  is  conceded  to  be  a  book  of  the_  first 
rank.  On  June  30.  iSoi.  he  married  Rachel  \V..  only  daughter  of  Dr. 
James  Ralston  and  Sarah  \'.  ('riieei-r)  Burcrett.  the  former  being:  pas-.or 
of  the  Government  Street  Pre-livterian  Church  of  Mobile,  but  originally 
from  Mansfield.  O.  Her  father  was  Daniel  Wheeler,  ship  agent  and  cot- 
ton merchant  of  Mobile.  A  m<.st  excellent  biographical  sketch  of 
Peter  Hamilton,  tlie  father,  portraying  his  career  as  a  lawyer,  is  in 
Memorial  Record  of  Ala.,  vol.  ii.  pp.  540-5^?.  Biblioeraphies.  of  Peter. 
Thomas  A..  William  T..  and  Peter  Joseph  Hamilton  are  in  Owen  5  Bibh- 
ography  of  Alabama,  pp.  O'j-'-oO;. 
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C'oosa  and  Tallapoosa  Rivers  were  connected  by  one  or  more 
tr;iil>  with  the  L'nvcr  Creeks  on  the  Chattahoochee,  and  that 
the  villages  in  each  division  were  so  joined.  We  may  be  sure 
that  the  same  was  true  of  the  Chickasav.s  in  our  Mississippi  and 
Tennessee,  of  the  Choctaw  towns  in  south  Mississippi,  and  of 
the  Cherokees  in  the  mountain  rej(ion  common  to  Georgia, 
Tennessee,  and  the  Carolinas.  l^ut  the  e.vact  routes  could  not 
now  be  given,  for  the  very  towns  they  joined  were  not  always  per- 
manent. A  more  important  question  is,  cannot  we  ascertain  the 
main  routes  which  connected  the  different  tribes  with  each  other? 

This  is  somewhat  conjectural,  but.  by  calling  Scho<jlcraft, 
Adair,  Gatschet,  and  old  maps  to  our  aid,  we  may  at  least  attain 
to  probability.  The  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws  were  generally 
hostile  and  no  regular  roads  need  be  expected  between  them. 
The  Cherokees  were  not  sufficiently  identified  with  the  Gulf  his- 
tory to  leave  much  trace  in  our  section.  But  the  Choctaws  seem 
to  have  had  a  path  which  crossed  the  Bigbee  at  or  near  Mc- 
Grew's  Shoals,  ran  thence  along  the  Alabama,  and  about  Cahaba 
across  the  river  to  the  Upper  Creeks,  while  the  Creeks  them- 
selves had  quite  a  system  of  roads. 

Roughly,  we  may  say  the  Creeks  extended  from  somewhat 
cast  of  the  Tombigbee  eastwardly  to  the  Ocmulgee  or  Oconee. 
So  we  might  expect  that  there  would  be  a  trail  from  the  east 
Georgia  region  northwestwardly  to  the  Cherokees,  another  to- 
wards the  famous  town  of  Cosa,  or  Coosa,  commanding  the 
upper  Coosa  River,  ''an  old  beloved  town"'  or  city  of  refuge,  and 
a  third  westwardly  to  Coweta  on  the  Chattahooche  and  the  capi- 
tal Tookabatcha  on  the  Tallapoosa.  The  trails  we  would  ex- 
pect to  concentrate  in  what  is  now  east  Georgia  and  pass  east- 
wardly to  the  Atlantic  coast  tribes.  The  lower  Creeks 
again  might  be  expected  to  have  a  route  of  their  own  to  St. 
Mary's  River  and  the  coast. 

And  these  seem  to  have  been  the  actual  routes.  The  first 
was  called  the  High  Town  Path.-  and  started  from  High 
Shoals  on  a  branch  of  the  Oconee,  crossing  the  Chattahooche 
at  Shallow  Ford  north  of  the  present  city  of  Atlanta,  whence 
it  went  to  High  Town  or  Etowah.  Turkey  Town,  and  the  other 
villages   nearest   the    Cherokees.    continuing   ultimately   to    the 

"Misspelled  "High  Tower"  in  Gatschet's  Creek  Migration  Legend,  p.  151- 
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Chickaiaws.  Tli<:  recond,  or  tipper  trail,  crossed  tlie  same  river 
considerably  tuich'.r  clown.  Th.»  third,  or  southern  trail,  canj. 
from  Rock  L.'iMtiniiv-  on  the  Ocoiice.  (he'ow  our  MiHed;^cvillci 
and  piocccded  wcstv.ardly,  crossin^j  the  Chattahoochee  in  canoc> 
about  Cusset?.  and  Coweta,  (below  Columbus).  After  reach- 
ing Tookabatcha,  it  turned  north  on  the  west  side  of  the  Co«>.sa 
River  to  Coo.sa  Tovn.  On  nr  near  this  route  were  subsequently 
establishetl  Ft.  I.av.kins,  Macon  and  the  Flint  River  Creek 
agency  in  Georgia,  and  it  was  varied  afterwards  on  the  Alabama 
side  to  connect  both  nith  tiie  P.ritisli  at  (Jkfuskee  and  the  French 
at  Ft.  Toulouse,  bclov;  our  Wetumpka.  The  fourth  route  (that 
from  the  Lower  Creeks)  feil  into  disuse  as  the  whites  appropri- 
ated the  Atlantic  coast  of  Georgia. 

The  Creek  trails  to  the  southwest  were  less  numerous,  but  we 
know  there  was  one  south  of  the  Alabama  River,  which,  as  above 
noted,  branched  across  that  river  to  the  west  to  reach  the  Choc- 
taws,  while  anotiicr  branch  continued  southwestwardly  towards 
the  Mobile  and  Pensacola  country,  pursuing  ridge  routes  where 
possible. 

2.   TRADE   rvOUTES. 

Some  of  these  trails  became  trade  routes  after  the  French  and 
Spanish  settled  the  Gulf  Coast  and  the  English  the  Atlantic  re- 
gion ;  but  these  had  dilterent  objects  and  often  different  termini. 
Coosa,  for  instance,  yielded  to  Tookabatcha  in  the  time  of  the 
traders,  and  the  roads  varied  accordingly.  But  in  a  general  wav 
we  may  be  sure  the  routes  were  much  the  same,  for  Indians 
are  conservative  and  geographical  reasons  would  generally  call 
for  valley  routes  in  the  mountain  country  and  ridge  roads  in 
the  low  lands.  The  Atlantic  colonies,  except  southern  Georgia, 
were  cut  off  from  the  Mississippi  \'alley  by  the  Alleghany  Moun- 
tains, and  the  trade  route  from  them  was  necessarily  long  and 
toilsome.  From  Richmond,  for  example,  one  went  west  over  the 
mountains  to  the  sources  of  the  Cumberland,  and  thence  down 
that  s.ream  to  near  the  Chickasaws.  A  later  and  better  route 
from  the  Carolinas  was  by  land  through  the  Upper  Creeks.  '"The 
great  trading  path"  to  the  Creeks  began  at  Fort  ^loore.  (Augus- 
ta, Georgia.)  a  great  Enc^lish  centre,  passed  the  Chattahoochee 
at  Coweta,  the  Tallapoosa  at  Fort  Okfuskee,  and  the  Coosa  River 
at  Coosa  Town,  whence  it  went  across  rugged  countrv  to  the 
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Chickasaws  at  the  sources  of  the  Tunibigbcc.''  This  was  but 
a  variation  of  the  Lower  Trail,  and  the  course  of  an  alleged  ex- 
pedition of  1698,  when  Col.  Welch  claimed  to  have  reached  the 
Mississippi  River.  It  became  the  usual  trade  route  to  the  west 
and  by  its  means  Adair  lonj?  held  the  Chickasaws  to  the  British 
side,  and  even  fomented  civil  war  among  the  French-loving  Choc- 
taws.  Fort  Okfuskee,  in  our  Tallapoosa  County,  was  meant  to 
counteract  French  influence  about  the  union  of  the  Coosa  and 
Tallapoosa  Rivers,  where  in  1714  Fort  Toulouse  had  been  erect- 
ed at  the  request  of  the  Alilxinions.  This  '-well-ofTicered"  French 
..utpost  was  controlled  from  Mobile,  once  the  capital  of  the 
1-rench  half  of  the  continent,  and  even  later  the  head  of  the  Ala- 
bama— Tombigbee  department. 

French  trade  from  .Mobile  was  principally  by  the  river,  but 
there  was  a  land  route  to  Fort  Toulouse,  which  doubtless  joined 
the  one  from  Pensacola,  running  through  thick  forests  south  of 
the  Alabama  to  the  same  place,  and  in  Bartram"s  time  the  great 
trading  path  for  West  Florida.  This  was  at  a  distance  from  the 
river  and  to  some  extent  a  ridge  road.  On  it  was  Dead  Man's 
Creek,  so  named  from  the  corpse  of  a  white  man  found  murdered. 
West  of  the  Tombigbee  and  :\Iobile  Rivers  the  three  divisions  of 
the  Choctaws  lived  and  traded  largely  to  Mobile  by  a  good  road 
running  not  far  from  the  river  until  about  the  St.  Stephens  re- 
gion. Thence  it  went  westwardly  x/a  the  village  Youane  (near 
modern  Shubuta)  through  the  Xation  to  the  :Missi5sippi.  In 
English  times  a  lower  branch  ran  almost  directly  from  Mobile 
to  Youane,  and  the  neighboring  village  of  Chickasahay. 

Of  course  we  must  not  think  of  these  routes  as  altogether 
fixed,  and  certainly  not  as  much  "worked."  They  were  blazed 
bridle  paths,  going  around  a  swamp  rather  than  making  a  cause- 
way, crossing  creeks  by  fallen  logs,  called  raccoon  bridges,  or 
by  rough  rafts  made  on  the  spot,  and  swimming  and  fording 
rivers  rather  than  ferrying  or  bridging  them.  Bartram  in  177b 
found  no  real  ''highways'*  between  the  Ocmulgee  and  Mobile, 
but  that  from  ^lobile  to  the  Choctaws  became  permanent  enough 
to  be  the  boundarv  of  three  American  counties.*    In  1S09  W  ayne 

'  Winsor's  Mississippi  Pasiii.^  p.  47-  Adair.  Aw.crican  ludiafis.  p.  297.  -^ays 
T cuaiiiic  means  "corn  worm."     See  Bartram  s  Traz'cls,  p.  374- 

*Toulmin's  Digest  of  Alabania  (1S23),  pp.  S1-2;  Bartram's  Trcvcls,  pp. 
519.  346,  374- 
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was  created  wv.n  of  it,  between  tl;c  Clioctaw  boundary  and  the 
Spanish  line  of  31''.  and  Haldwin  was  constituted  out  of  «o 
much  of  Washington  County  as  lay  east  of  the  tradinj^  road  and 
south  of  the  fifth  township  line.  The  road  left  Mobile  at  a  ford 
on  Dayou  Chateauj^ue,  (or  Three  -Mile  Creek.)  which  was  ap- 
parently called  the  Portage,  long  known  as  near  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  American  city,  and  its  course  in  the  present  limhs 
was  somewhat  that  of  Spring  Hill  Avenue. 

Portage,  by  tiic  way,  i.^  a  common  word  in  French  America 
for  "carrying  place,"  where  a  canoe  is  carried  on  land  over  a 
divide  between  waters  courses,  or  around  an  obstruction  in  one 
and  the  same  navigable  stream.  The  divide  portages  led  the 
way  to  much  of  the  modern  canal  system  of  the  country.  I  have 
not  found  any  (jther  instance  of  its  meaning  ford,  although  there 
are  several  Portage  rivers  in  the  Xorth  West.  It  may  pos- 
sibly point  to  a  time,  before  the  forests  were  felled,  when  the 
creek  was  larger  and  thus  navigable  higher  up ;  and  Spanish 
grants  facing  on  tliis  stream  a  mile  or  two  beyond  tlie  reed- 
covered  Portage  tend  to  show  that  even  at  the  beginning  of  this 
century  it  had  a  greater  importance  than  now.  But  I  do  not 
know  of  any  large  body  of  Indians  living  near  its  source,  or  of 
any  special  industries  to  attract  traders  there,  and  fancy  the  traffic 
across  the  creek  was  always  of  more  importance  than  the  portage 
around  the  shallow  ford.  In  fact  the  portage  system  cut  less 
figure  in  our  section  than  where  the  head  waters  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River  interlock  with  these  of  the  great  lakes,  less  even  than 
between  the  bayous  of  the  lower  Mississippi.  There  was  one  at 
Pascagoula,  and  another  used  by  Spanish  traders  from  Mobile, 
over  the  three  miles  separating  the  source  of  the  Tombigbee 
from  a  tributary  of  the  Tennessee."  But  the  country  was 
rougher  and  the  trade  less  than  in  the  other  quarters. 

The  English  were  in  possesion  of  v.-est  Florida  from  1763 
to  1780,  but,  as  Forts  Tombecbe  and  Toulouse  were  now  within 
their  territorv.  these  outposts  were  useless  and  soon  even  aban- 
doned, and  promiscu<:)us  trading  was  licensed.  Adair  complains 
much  of  this  and  of  Mobile,  too. 

The  British  now  liad  things  pretty  much  tl:eir  own  v/ay.  but 
that  nation  of  tra<lers  filled  the  woods  with  compering  merchants. 
George  Galphin  had  his  !:eadqr,arters  at  Silver  I'luit.  S.  C.  below 

*  Winsor's  J't'cstwin!  Moz-cmoit.  p.  52J. 
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Auj^'usta,  and  Laclilan  McGillivray  v.as  influential  from  his  home 
..II  the  Coosa,  six  mile?  above  tl.e  rusty  cannon  and  crumbHnj:^ 
h.otions  markincT  the  site  ot  Fort  Toulouse."  IsicGillivrav  & 
Swanson  at  Mobile  controll'^d  the  Indiaii  commerce  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  and  Jr.mcs  Arlair  divided  his  time  between 
trade  with  tlic  Chickasav.s,  criticisinj^  the  government,  and  writ- 
iiij^'  his  book  designed  to  prove  that  the  Indians  were  the  lost 
tribes  of  Israel.  His  view  was  that  they  were  bound  to  fight,  and 
.<o  it  was  a  mistake  to  bring  about  peace  between  them,  as  the 
result  was  that  they  then  utiitod  in  fii^^iitinc,'  the  v.hiics.  He  savs 
McGillivray  shared  this  opinion  and  regretted  taking  part  in  re- 
conciling tiie  Chcrokees  and  Creeks.  In  1765  while  Adair  was 
among  the  Chickasaws  the  Chockaws  planned  killing  the  traders. 
Indian  traders  had  not  been  safe  before  this,  liowever,  for  he  tells 
of  the  massacre  by  Great  ]vIortar  and  his  friends  in  1760  of  a 
surly  English  trader  on  the  upper  Coosa,  and  tlien  of  others  at 
Okchai  and  elsewhere.  The  chief  trader  of  Apalachucla  some 
years  later  showed  Bartram  the  place  where  fifty  years  before 
his  time  some  eighteen  or  twenty  traders  had  been  massacred, 
and  Bartram  himself  was  witness  of  the  rough  treatment  of  the 
trader  at  Mucclasse  when  caught  on  too  intimate  terms  with  a 
squaw. 

The  traders  generally  went  in  companies  of  fifteen  to  twenty 
men,  with  perhaps  seventy  to  eighty  pack  and  other  horses.  The 
horses  were  permitted  to  graze  at  night  and  the  start  in  the 
morning  was  after  the  sun  was  high.  The  loaded  animals  fell 
into  single  file,  and  were  urged  on  with  whip  and  whoop  at  a 
lively  pace.' 

3.  COLONIAL  ROADS. 

The  French  made  few  roads,  except  within  their  own  settle- 
ments. To  reach  the  Indians  tney  used  the  rivers  and  the  old 
Indian  trails. 

Of  the  British  one  would  expect  something  different,  for  their 
policy  was  extinguishment  of  the  native  title  and  gradual  coloni- 
zation by  the  whites.  They  were  in  as  undisturbed  possession 
01  Morida  as  of  Virginia,  but  thev  were  too  few  and  scattered 


•  Eartram's  Trazrb.  p.  313:  John  Pope's  Tour,  p.  46. 
'  A6^\r' 5  A mericLVi  ludiaus.  pp.  13,  261,  279.  164.  200;  Bartram's  Trai-cis, 
I'p-  44U.  438,  456,  oSS.  and  note. 
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to  accomplish  much  in  the  ten  or  twelve  years  before  the  revolt 
of  the  northern  colonies,  and  little  or  nothin;:^  could  be  attempte<i 
afterAvards,  although  Florida  remained  loyal. 

A  military  way  was  projected  from  Mobile  to  Natchez,  which 
wouUl  have  been  of  value  in  the  control  of  the  West  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  and  in  preventing  the  dispatch  of  supplies  by  the 
Spaniards  to  the  Kentuckians  and  other  rebels;  but  nothing  actu- 
ally came  of  it.  The  only  road  certainly  opened  was  one  from 
Mobile  to  Pensacola,  the  capital,  at  the  instance  and  largely  at 
the  expense  of  the  Mobile  merchants.  The  object  was  to  re- 
ceive sooner  their  English  mail  and  freight.*  This  was  by  ferrv 
over  the  Bay  to  the  \'illage  near  Bay  Minette.  and  thence  by  land 
to  Pensacola  with  a  short  ferry  over  the  upper  Perdido  River. 
The  government  assisted  in  maintaining  this  route.  It  would 
be  interesting  to  know  more  of  this  post  road  and  of  the  postal 
connections  with  Europe ;  but  little  is  available.  We  do  knov.- 
that  English  traders  were  everywhere,  and  Eartram  mentions 
meeting  emigrants  for  the  banks  of  the  lower'  Alabama." 

Spain  held  tlie  cou'/itiy  from  1780  to  1813.  but  after  the  out- 
break of  the  French  Revolution  she  was  able  to  do  little  for  her 
colony  in  the  way  of  trade,  mails,  or  immigration.  West  Florida 
actually  retrograded,  and  that  in  the  face  of  the  growing  Ameri- 
can Republic  to  the  north.  And  yet  in  respect  to  the  Indian 
trade,  the  Spanish  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  (later  John 
Forbes  &  Co.),  of  Pensacola  and  Mobile,  marked  a  step  in  ad- 
vance. They  had  traders  on  pack  horses  out  as  far  as  the  Chero- 
kees,  and  it  required  the  foot  of  Government  St.,  with  wharf  and 
canal,  the  site  of  the  Custom  House  and  Bank  of  Mobile,  with 
St.  Francis  St.,  as  an  approach  to  the  river,  and  the  whole  square 
behind,  for  Innerarity  to  transact  all  their  Mobile  business. ^^^ 
This  meant  tlie  use  of  rivers  and  roads  alike  to  carry  their 
wares.  Therefore,  the  Creek  treaty  with  the  Americans  and  later 
the  running  of  the  demarcation  line  in  1799  injured  this  house 
greatly,  for  it  curtailed,  although  it  did  not  extinguish,  their  in- 
fluence above  31°,  that  is,  on  all  the  upper  rivers,  where  the 
Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  lived,  and  of  course  admitted  the  ri- 
valry of  American  traders.    John  Pope  in  1700  found  the  Creeks 

'  Hamilton's  ColovAal  Mobile,  p.  245. 
*  Bartram's  Travels,  p.  313. 
"  Colcuial  Mobile,  p.  336. 
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tra«linj:(  almost  exclusively  to  the  flourishiiif^  city  of  Augusta.*' 
i'\ni  St.  Stei)licns  was  fouiul  to  he  on  the  American  side,  and 
settlers  from  the  Stales  follouefl  the  troops  down  to  the  new  port 
nf  entry  at  Fort  Stofldert,  on  the  Mobile  River,  just  above  the 
line. 

4.    AMERICAX    IIIGIIW.AYS. 

In  course  of  time  various  roads  connected  the  Atlantic  States 
with  the  country  west  of  the  Alleghanies,  and  arc  to  be  thou^lu 
<'f  as  superseding,'-  or  at  least  supplementing:  the  river  routes. 
The  National  Road  from  Cumberland,  ^Maryland,  west  across 
the  Panhandle,  extending  ultimately  through  Ohio  to  Indiana, 
was  perhaps  the  typical  one  at  the  north,  dating  in  some  sense 
from  Braddock's  expedition;  and  answering  to  it  south  of  the 
Ohio  was  the  Wilderness  Road  from  Virginia,  opened  by  Daniel 
r.oone  on  the  general  line  of  the  old  trade  route,  through  the 
Cumberland  Gap  of  the  Alleghanies  to  what  became  Danville, 
in  Kentucky.  Other  routes  connected  the  Watauga  Settlement 
on  the  Holston  River  with  its  daughter  'Tennessee,  and  Tenn- 
essee with  the  Caroliiias  and  Georgia.  But  Natchez  and  St. 
Stephens,  making  up  the  best  part  of  ^^lississippi  Territory,  long 
remained  isolated  advance  guards  of  civilization.  Natchez  com- 
municated with  the  world  by  the  ^[ississippi  Ri^•er,  but  the  Tom- 
bighee  settlement  was  separated  by  the  Choctaws  from  the  Mis- 
i^i-^sippi,  by  the  Creeks  from  Georgia,  by  the  Cherokees  and  their 
mountains  from  Tennessee,  and  by  the  Spaniards  from  the  Gulf. 

The  United  States  made  peace  with  these  Southern  Indians 
at  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  defining  their  boundaries,  and 
in  1801  Brigadier  General  James  Wilkinson,  lienjamin  Hawkins, 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Andrew  Pickens,  of  South  Carolina, 
as  United  States  commissioners,  concluded  further  treaties  with 
the  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws  providing  for  a  wagon  road  from 
the  Nashville  country  to  the  Natchez  district,  crossing  the  Ten- 
nessee River  at  Muscle  Shoals.  This  also  was  the  line  of  an  old 
trail. 

The  first  article  was  as  follows:^-' 

I.  The  Mingco.  principal  men  nnd  warrior?  of  the  Chickasaw  nation 
^'  Indians,  give  leave  and  permission  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
'I  -America,  to  lay  out.  open  and  make  a  convenient  waggon  road  throusrh 


John  Pope's  Tour,  p.  71. 
■7  L.  S.  Statutes  at  Large,  pp.  6^.  66. 
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their  land  between  tlic  settlements  of  Mero  District  in  the  state  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  tho?e  of  Natchez  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  such  v.ay 
and  manner  as  he  may  deem  proper:  and  the  same  shall  be  a  hiijhwriv 
for  tlie  citizens  oi  the  United  States,  and  the  Chickasaws.  The  Chick.!- 
saws  shall  aj^point  two  discreet  men  to  .serve  as  assistants.  j?uides  or  piloi 
during  the  time  of  layinj?  out  and  opening  the  road,  un'ler  the  direction 
of  the  ofiicer  cliar^'ed  witli  that  duty,  who  shall  have  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  their  services:  Provided  always,  that  the  necessary  ferri<:j 
over  the  water  cour-.es  crossed  by  the  said  road  shall  be  held  and  deemed 
to  be  the  property  of  the  Chickasaw  nation." 

That  was  sig^nerl  at  the  Chicka'^aw  Bluffs,  Cnow  Memphis,) 

October   24th.    and    December    17th    came    this    corresponding.' 

Choctaw  a.qTeemciu'-  at  Fort  Adams  : 

"Article  II.  The  Mingos.  principal  men  and  warriors  of  the  Chactaw 
nation  of  Indians,  do  hereby  give  their  free  consent,  that  a  convenient 
and  durable  waggon  way  may  be  explored,  marked,  opened  and  mad^ 
under  the  orders  and  instructions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
through  their  lands,  to  commence  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  settle- 
ments of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  to  be  extended  from  thence,  by 
such  route  as  may  be  selected  and  surveyed  under  the  authority  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  until  it  shall  strike  the  lands  claimed  by  the 
Chickasaw  nation:  and  the  same  shall  be  and  continue  for  ever,  a  highway 
for  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the  Chactaws;  and  the  said  Chac- 
taws  shall  nominate  two  discreet  men  from  their  nation,  who  may  be 
employed  as  assistants,  guides  or  pilots,  during  the  time  of  laying  out  and 
opening  the  said  highway,  or  so  lone  as  may  be  deemed  expedient,  under 
the  direction  of  the  otricer  charged  with  this  duty,  who  shall  receive  a 
reasonable  compensation  for  their  services." 

The  road  was  duly  laid  out  and  its  importance  to  the  South- 
west, and  especially  to  Mississippi,  can  hardly  be  overestimated. 
It  brought  a  population  and  civilization  which  not  only  filled  up 
the  old  bounds  but  gradually  oversowed  them,  and  finally  led  to 
the  removal  of  the  Southern  Indians  west  of  the  great  river. 

On  this  road  was  Doak's  Stand,  famous  in  treaty  annals,  on  it 
also  the  cultivated  Silas  Dinsmore  as  agent  long  cared  for  Choc- 
taw interests,  once  defying  Andrew  Jackson ;  and  at  the  Muscle 
Shoals  ferry  lived  the  Chickasaw  Colberts,  for  whom  a  county 
has  been  named.  South  of  the  Tennessee  it  was  in  general  a 
ridge  road  between  the  Big  Black  River  and  the  rivers  flowing  to 
the  Gulf. 

But  what  about  the  isolated  setlements  on  the  Tombigboe?  If 
immigrants  should  wish  to  travel  by  land  from  Columbus. 
Georgia,  to  ^lobile  River  in  those  days  before  railroads  and 
towns,  they  would  pursue  a  different  route.  They  would  natural- 
ly go  west  to  a  point  shortly  below  the  junction  of  the  Coosa  and 
Tallapoosa  Rivers,  so  as  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  country  drain- 
ed bv  these,  and  thence  southwest,   following  the  water  shed 
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J.vtween  the  streams  I'lOAir.ij  iiUo  tlic  Alabama  aiui  tho^^c  empty- 
M.^'  into  the  Guh'.  And  if  oivj  should  take  r.p  a  pfood  niap  of  our 
Mate,  like  Dr.  E.  A,  Smith's,  Lnd  run  a  ^ingur  aloni(  ihis  route, 
!  (•  will  find  on  or  near  't  Fort  Miteheli,  Fc-rt  15ainl)rid;;c.  f-'ort 
Hull.  Mount  Meigs,  Fort  Deposit.  Burnt  Corn,  au.l  Fort  Mont- 
^^Mir.cry. 

lie  would  in  a  manner  be  pursuin^^  the  old  Federal  Road, 
upcJK-d  by  the  United  States  aiuh(jriti'js  from  the  Ocmulj^ee 
Kivc-r  in  Georgia  to  Mims"  Fer^y  for  St.  Stephens  in  Missis- 
Mjipi  Territory,  along  tin-  route  of  th.e  southern  and  southwest- 
ern Creek  trails.  This  was  done  r.nder  article  II  of  the  conven- 
tion at  Washington  of  November  14.  1805,  marie  by  Henry  Dear- 
born, Secretary  of  War,  as  United  States  commissioner,  with 
William  Mcintosh  and  other  chiefs.     It  reads  thus  :^^ 

"It  is  hereby  stipulated  and  agreed,  on  the  part  of  the  Creek  nation, 

tl1.1t  the  government  of  the  United  States  shall  forever  hereafter  have  a 
right  to  a  horse  path,  through  the  Creek  Country,  from  the  Ocmulcee 
to  the  Mobile,  in  such  direction  as  shall,  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  be  considered  most  con\enicnt,  and  to  clear  out  the  same,  and 
lay  logs  over  the  creeks:  And  the  citizens  r.i  said  States,  shall  at  all  times 
have  a  right  to  pass  peaceably  on  said  path,  under  such  regulations  and 
restrictions,  as  the  government  of  the  United  States  shall  from  time  to 
lime  direct;  and  the  Creek  chiefs  wiU  have  boats  kept  at  the  several  rivers 
for  the  con\eyance  of  men  and  horses,  ?nd  houses  of  entertainment  estab- 
lished at  suitable  places  on  said  path  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers; 
.nnd  the  respective  ferriaires  and  prices  of  entertainment  for  men  and 
horses,  shall  be  regulated  by  the  present  agent.  Col.  Hawkins,  or  by  his 
successor  in  office,  or  as  is  usual  among  white  people." 

Two  years  later  Harry  Toulmin,  James  Caller  and  Lemuel 
Henry  as  territorial  commissioners  extended  it  westwardly  from 
St.  Stephens  to  the  capital  at  Xatchez,  opening  also  a  ferry  across 
the  Alabama  above  Little  River  and  across  the  Tombigbee  above 
I't.  St.  Stephens.  There  was  an  older  and  more  used  ferry  at 
Xannahubba  Island  lower  down,  dating  from  1797."  A  road 
across  ran  from  Mims'  Ferry  on  the  Alabama  River  to  Hol- 
lingcr's  over  the  Tombigbee,  but  it  was  one  continuous  ferry  at 
high  water.  Coffee's  army  is  said  to  have  used  this  lower  route  in 
inarching  from  .vest  of  the  Eigbee  to  Benton's  new  fort  at 
Montgomery  Hill  on  the  way  to  Jackson's  capture  of  Pensacola. 

Causeways  were  laid  over  '"boggy  guts  and  branches"  of  the 
''•ew  roads  and  its  alternate  name  of  ■"Three  Chopped  Way"  came 

7  U.  S.  Statutes  ai  Large,  p.  96.  et  scq. 
■*  Pickett's  Alabama,  vol.  ii,  p.  179:    BajTs  Clarke  County,  p.  ~66. 
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from    the   triple   blaze    marking'   it   from    N'atchez   to    Gcori'l. 
While  it  was  a  bridle  path,  it  was  used  principally  for  horscni  ■ 
and  i>ackhorsLS,  but  <>nu  (A  the  odile.->t  vehicles  brought  by  ir:. 
migrants  was  the  rolling  h'jgshead.''     Goods  were  packed  :n 
hogshead,  trunions  or  the  eriuivalent  jjut  in  the  ends,  and  to  t!u:; 
were  attached  shafts.     W'e  may  sujjpose  horses  were  generri!', 
hitched  to  this  novel  affair,  but  in  one  instance  at  least  it  wa^  a- 
ox,  and  in  this  manner  the  Coates  family  in  i8oo  and  others  later 
moved  to  Clarke  and  other  Southern  counties.     By  1812  Josia'.. 
Blakeley  writes'"  that  it  hacj  become  a  wagon  road  and  also  ran 
to  Baton  Rogue,  although  even  as  late  as  1817  the  Greggs  Iw! 
to  widen  the  way  at  some  places  for  their  wagons." 

It  was  done,  therefore,  by  permission  of  the  Creeks,  but  so 
well  did  Sam  Dale  and  others  guide  the  immigrants  that  thi> 
road  contributed  greatly  to  increase  the  Bigbee  population  and 
arouse  Indian  jealousy.  The  actual  and  inevitable  results  were 
the  capture  of  Mobile  from  the  Spaniards,  so  as  to  open  the  wav 
to  the  Gulf,  and  the  great  Creek  War.  which  cut  oft  the  Indian- 
from  the  River  basin  and  from  the  Federal  Road  as  well.  This 
rough  highway,  at  first  not  more  than  a  blazed  path,  played  for 
Alabama  the  part  which  the  stone  Vi::  Appia  did  for  the  country 
south  of  Rome.  But  for  the  Federal  Road,  with  its  forts,  there 
had  been  no  Alabama  as  we  know  it.  The  road  itself  can  now 
be  traced  only  with  difficulty,  but  it  is  the  east  boundary  of  Mon- 
roe County,  and  the  original  north  line  of  Mobile  Countv  seem? 
to  have  been  the  Fort  i^toddert-Baton  Rouge  extension. 

There  were  other  highways  in  course  of  time,  such  as  Jack- 
son's military  road,  cut  southwardly  from  the  Tennessee  River, 
which  was  serviceable  in  subjugating  the  Creeks,  and  the  "erreat 
Tennessee  road"  to  Jones'  \'alley,^'*  and  another  cut  via  the 
High  Town  trail  and  Attalla  from  the  east.  There  were  others 
in  South-East  Alabama  in  the  first  Seminole  War,  and  the  differ- 
ent Indians  cessions  also  necessitated  corresponding  highwavs. 
But  these  were  chiefl\-  developments,  and  not  of  the  same  crea- 
tive importance  as  the  Federal  and  Natchez  routes. 

"  Ball's  CLirkc  County,  p.  370.  317. 
"  Colonial  Mobile,  p.  355. 
"  Ball's  Clarke  County,  p.  390. 

"  Powell's    Histrrx  of  Blount   Countv   in    Transactions   .-Ma.    Hist     Soc, 
1855.  P-  39- 
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As  in  Italy  all  ;^^rcat  architecture  is  ascribed  to  Michael  Angelo, 
?o  in  our  Southern  States  all  mounds  and  fortifications  are  attri- 
buted to  DeSoto,  and  all  roads  to  Andrew  Jackson.  The  general 
has  even  been  credited  with  cutting  a  highway  through  Clarke 
County  for  his  army,  another  through  Choctaw  County,  and 
even  the  "Three  Chopped  Way,"  when  in  point  of  fact  he  de- 
scended the  Alabama  River  in  boats.  However,  worse  eponyms 
could  be  chosen  than  DcSoto  and  Jackson. 

An  instance  of  the  difference  between  travelling  before  and 
after  the  Federal  Road  was  cut  may  be  found  in  the  life  of  the 
eccentric  but  earnest  Methodist  preacher  Lorenzo  Dow.  In 
1803  he  was  in  Georgia  and  set  out  for  Tombigbee,  by  way 
of  the  agency  of  Hawkins,  who  "treated  them  cool."  In  thir- 
teen and  a  half  days  after  leaving  the  Georgia  settlements  they 
reached  the  first  house  in  the  Tensaw  district.  His  only  notice  of 
the  "road  or  rather  Indian  path"  was  that  they  lost  it  once  and 
that  it  took  a  good  woodsman  to  find  it  again.  He  preached  at 
Tensaw  on  a  Sunday,  and  kept  also  a  string  of  appointments 
across  the  swamp  and  the  rivers.  This  was  at  a  thick  settle- 
ment, which  must  have  been  about  ]McIntosh  Bluff,  and  a  scat- 
tered one  above,  seventy  miles  long.  It  then  took  him  six  and 
a  half  days  to  reach  the  Natchez  settlement.  At  the  end  of  De- 
cember, 1804,  he  returned,  but  the  only  road  he  mentions  is  the 
trading  road  from  the  Chickasaws  to  Mobile,  near  Dinsmore's 
agency  and  Fort  St.  Stephen.  At  St.  Stephens  he  found  but  one 
family.  He  seems  to  have  tarried  six  days  in  the  Tensaw  settle- 
ment, holding  meeting,  and  in  early  January  traveled  on  to 
Georgia.  In  the  Creek  nation  there  were  so.  many  by-paths  as 
to  make  it  difficult  to  find  their  way.  Charges  for  entertainment 
were  high.  On  the  first  trip  near  Tensaw  he  paid  Si. 50  for  a 
night's  lodging,  and  now  at  Hawkins'  eleven  shillings,  although 
not  worth  the  half. 

Later  Peggy  Dow  recounts  a  similar  trip  east  by  way  of  the 
Bigbee  settlement  in  December,  but  does  not  give  the  year.  It 
was  Lorenzo's  tenth  passage,  however,  to  and  from  Natchez. 
There  seems  to  have  been  an  Indian  path,  crossing  a  slough  call- 
ed a  Hell  Hole,  and  they  went  over  a  river  by  night.  They 
staid  two  or  three  days  in  the  St.  Stephens  neighborhood,  preach- 
ing, and  she  notes  the  Tombigbee  there  as  beautiful,  with  water 
clear  as  crystal.  St.  Stephens  was  small  but  made  a  handsome  ap- 
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pearancc.  They  crossed  by  a  ferry  and  in  a  day  and  a  half  pass- 
ed over  the  Alabama,  too,  a  beautiful  river,  "almost  beyond  de- 
scription." This  was  j^robably  at  or  near  what  is  now  Claiborn<:. 
They  then  struck  the  rrjad  cut  by  r^rdc-r  of  the  i>resident  from 
Georgia  to  Fort  Stofldard.  They  frequently  met  people  on  it 
removing  to  the  Tombigbee  and  other  parts  of  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory. One  such  family  lost  an  a;:^ed  father  at  Manack's,  and  he 
was  buried  in  a  rough  box  of  si)lit  stuff.  On  the  first  day  in  the 
Creek  country,  says  Peggy,  "We  travelled  between  thirty  and 
forty  miles  and  came  to  a  creek,  callerl  Murder  creek ;  it  got  its 
name  in  consequence  of  a  man  having  been  murdered  there. 
This  circumstance  made  it  very  gloomy  to  me.  But  we  made  the 
necessary  preparations  for  the  night,  and  lay  down  to  rest ;  al- 
though I  was  so  much  afraid,  I  got  so  weary  at  times,  that  I 
could  not  help  sleeping.  About  12  o'clock  it  began  to  rain  so 
fast,  that  it  like  to  put  out  our  fire,  and  we  were  under  the  neces- 
sity of  getting  our  horses  and  starting,  as  we  had  nothing  to 
screen  us  from  the  rain.  The  road  having  been  newly  cut  out. 
the  fresh  marked  trees  served  for  a  guide — there  was  a  moon, 
but  it  was  shut  in  by  clouds.  However,  we  travelled  on  ten  or 
twelve  miles  and  it  ceased  raining;  I  was  very  wet  and  cold,  and 
felt  the  need  of  a  fire,  more  perhaps  than  I  had  ever  done  in  my 
life  before. 

"At  last  we  came  in  sight  of  a  camp,  which  would  have  made 
my  heart  felt  glad,  but  I  feared  lest  it  was  Indians :  yet  to  my 
great  satisfaction,  when  we  came  to  it  we  found  an  old  man  and 
boy,  with  what  little  they  possessed,  going  to  the  country  that  we 
had  left  behind,  and  had  encamped  in  this  place,  and  with  their 
blankets  had  made  a  comfortable  tent,  and  had  a  good  fire.  This 
was  refreshing  to  us,  as  we  were  much  fatigued.  We  made  some 
coffee,  and  dried  our  clothes  a  little,  by  this  time  it  was  day  light. 
we  then  started  on  our  way  again." 

On  the  way  they  "got  a  good  supply  of  bread,  such  as  it 
was,"  and  three  days  after  leaving  Manack's  reached  the  Cata- 
hoochy,  where  they  had  to  hire  an  Indian  to  get  a  canoe,  and 
take  their  baggage  and  swim  their  horses  over.  She  says.  "I 
had  got  a  fall  from  my  horse  and  hurt  myself  considerably ;  and 
I  was  as  much  fatigued  and  worn  out  by  travelling  as  ever  ^ 
was  in  my  life.  I  thought  sometimes  that  I  should  never  stand 
it   to    cret   through    the    wilderness,    but    Providence    gave    me 
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strcn^'-lh  of  body  beyond  what  I  could  have  expected.  We  left 
the  Indian's  camp  in  the  mornincj,  and  reached  Colonel  Haw- 
kins' that  nij^ht. 

"This  was  within  about  thirty  miles  of  the  settlement  of 
Georg-ia.  I  felt  ^aateful  to  the  God  of  all  fjracc.  for  his  tender 
care  over  us,  while  in  this  dreary  part  of  the  land,  where  our 
ears  had  been  saluted  by  the  hideous  yells  of  the  wolf — and  had 
been  surrounded  by  the  pava,!:,'es  nu^re  wild  and  fierce  than  thev ; 
aufl  yet  we  were  preserved  from  all  dan;^er,  and  brought  through 
in  safety. 

"We  got  to  the  river  that  divides  the  state  of  Georgia  from 
the  Indian  boundaries,  about  three  or  four  o'clock,  and  got  into 
the  white  settlements,  which  was  very  satisfactory  to  me.  We 
got  to  a  friend's  house  that  night  about  dark,  where  we  were 
received  kindly.  This  was  like  a  cordial  to  my  heart,  as  it  had 
been  a  long  time  since  I  had  met  with  a  friend." 

So  that,  while  it  was  better  than  before  the  road  was  cut, 
travelling  was  anything  but  pleasant  even  on  the  Federal  Road. 

The  troubles  of  inmiigrants  on  these  routes  can  well  be  pic- 
tured from  the  journaP"'  of  Rev.  John  Owen,  describing  the  re- 
moval of  his  family  in  1818  by  wagon  from  near  Norfolk.  \'irginia, 
to  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama.  The  roads  in  old  settled  \'irginia  he  de- 
clares bad  enough,  but,  after  he  passed  through  Beauford's  Gap 
of  the  Alleghanies  and  descended  the  Holston  Valley  via 
Knoxville,  sickness,  upsets,  breakages  and  discouragements  were 
their  daily  experience.  Even  before  he  reached  East  Tennessee 
he  wished  that  he  had  not  been  born.  Between  "infernal 
roads"  and  straying  horses,  he  declared  "the  Devil  turned  loose" 
in  good  earnest.  He  seems  then  to  have  gone  down  the  Sequat- 
chee  Valley  to  the  Tennessee  River.  Exactly  where  he  crossed 
into  the  Alabama  Territory  in  the  Clierokee  boundaries  does  not 
a])pear,  and  the  only  definite  point  named  in  tl.e  eight  days  be- 
tween there  and  his  destination,  is  Jones'  \'ailey.  near  modern 
riirmingham.  Possibly  he  crossed  at  Xickaiack  and  from  the 
Georgia  road  went  down  Wills'  Willey,  along  the  route  of  the 
present  Alabama  Great  Southern  Railroad. 

In  Alabama  he  found  the  smiths  lazy,  meal  scarce,  com  and 

This  valuable  record  lir\>  been  lately  published  by  Thomas  M.  Owen 
in  the  Publications  of  the  Southern  Historv  Association.  April.  1S07.  vol. 
«.  p.  89. 
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fodder  liij^di,  and  people  rouji^h  and  "shufflinj,',"  but  he  does  make 
one  of  his  few  entries  oi  "roarls  good,"  and  he  does  not  men- 
tion as  many  accidents  at  this  end  of  his  route  as  before  crossing 
our  line.  .May  be  he  had  become  used  to  them.  The  day  after 
Christmas  he  makes  the  entry,  "past  broken  roads  and  got  to 
Tuscaloosa  and  feel  thankful  to  kind  Heaven  that  after  nine 
weeks'  traveling  and  exposed  to  every  danger  that  we  arriveil 
safe  and  in  good  health." 

It  would  be  a  mistake,  however,  to  think  of  these  early  roads 
as  used  only  by  the  military  and  by  immigrants.  The  general 
government  employerl  tiicm  for  post  routes  also.  The  early 
Mobile  newspapers,  and  the  corporation  minutes  before  them, 
have  a  good  deal  to  say  about  the  mails.  Human  nature  being 
much  the  same  then  as  now,  we  are  not  surprised  to  learn  that 
it  was  often  in  the  way  of  complaint.  In  February,  1816.  the 
town  commissioners  atldressed  an  official  "monstrance"  to  Post- 
master General  R.  J.  Meigs,  stating,  that,  despite  good  roads 
and  weather,  the  failures  of  the  contractor  of  the  Georgia  C Fed- 
eral Road)  route  were  beyond  all  precedent,  and  that  merchants 
had  to  make  private  arrangements  for  communication  with  Fort 
Stoddert  and  St.  Stephens,  as  there  had  been  but  two  mails  re- 
ceived thence  since  the  first  of  the  year. 

But  with  Owen's  journey  to  Tuscaloosa  and  Levvis  Judson's 
complaints  about  the  southern  mails  we  are  reaching  modem 
times.  Mississippi  laws  were  already  providing  for  our  familiar 
dirt  roads.  Alabama  Territory  and  the  new  State  of  Alabama 
adopted  the  system  of  the  parent  territory, — and.  I  regret  to  say, 
the  same  general  system  is  in  vogue  to-day.-" 

Such  in  barest  outline  is  the  history  of  Alabama  roads.  Jus- 
tin \\  insor  in  three  admirable  volumes  has  shown  how  physical 
geography,  especially  through  mountains  and  rivers,  has  in- 
fluenced the  settlement  and  growth  of  all  America.  But  the 
subject  of  Indian  and  white  highways  has  not  been  thoroughly 
developed,  and  it  offers  valuable  matter  for  treatment.  To  a 
large  extent,  as  we  have  seen,  it  is  after  all  one  story.  The  ab- 
original trails  were  the  paths  of  white  explorers,  from  Spanish 
discoverers  and  French  courcurs  dc  bois  to  the  American  pioneers 

^Statutes  .\fiss.  Territory  (digested  1S16'),  pp.  291-307;  Code  Ala..  1896. 
§§  2443- -5 19. 
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like  Boone  and  Dale,  anr],  between  these  extremes,  competinj:^ 

I'ritish  and  PVetich  incrcliants  carried  their  wares  over  the  same 
routes  to  reach  the  native  tribes.  Tiie  colonial  governments  in 
building  roads  follnwed  .-..jine  of  the  trails,  and  the  later  Ameri- 
can military  anrl  territorial  authorities  with  their  more  important 
lii^diways  \<c\)\.  the  same  general  course.  Even  our  railroads 
sometimes  [jursue  them,  because  they  offer  the  least  natural  ob- 
stacles, although  the  growth  of  cities  has  made  railways  some- 
times seek  directions  unknown  to  earlier  roads.  But  as  the  trails, 
trade  routes  and  early  roads  sijught  the  ridges,  the  directions 
of  all  are  analogous  and  sometimes  identical,  and  they  constitute 
but  one  historical  development. 

On  these  same  ancient  routes,  only  more  or  less  improved  to 
suit  the  varying  times,  were  held  Indian  councils  and  by  them 
native  wars  were  waged,  along  them  passed  the  wondering 
chivalry  of  Europe,  exploring  new  countries  and  peoples,  and 
later  the  caravans  and  traders  of  the  English  anrl  French,  cross- 
ing each  other's  steps  in  commercial  rivalry.  The  daring  of 
hunters  and  pioneer  explorers  baptized  these  ways  in  blood  and 
enriched  them  with  romance,  while  the  toilsome  journeys  of  our 
immigrant  fathers,  moving  families  and  belongings  to  a  southern 
clime,  in  search  of  happier  homes  and  fortunes,  should  make 
them  sacred  to  remotest  generations.  When  these  successive 
scenes  rise  before  us,  we  realize  that  a  Fennimore  Cooper  is 
needed  to  picture  them,  and  a  John  Richard  Green  to  tell  in  full 
the  interesting  story  of  the  Early  Roads  of  Alabama. 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTE. 
By  the  Editor. 

Early  road  legislation  in  Mississippi  Territory  will  be  found  in  Turners's 
Statutes  of  the  Mississtp^i  Territory  uSi6),  pp.  291,  et  seq..  and  for  Alabama 
in  Toulmin's  Digest  of  the  Lazes  of  Alabama  (1823),  pp.  3S7,  et  seq.,  and  sub- 
sequent volumes  of  session  laws. 

Details  as  to  roads  projected  by  the  L^nited  States  Government  are  to 
be  found  in  the  public  Documents.  The  following  are  the  principal  refer- 
ences: 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repairing  and  keeping  in  repair  the  road  from  Nashville  to  Natchez:  as 
.aI>o  the  road  from  Fort  Hawkins,  in  Georgia,  to  St.  Stephens,  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory.  Feb.  9,  1815.  Wasiiington  City:  printed  by  Roger 
C  Weightman.  1815.     (House  Rep.  6i.  13  Cong.  3d  sess.)  8vo..  pp.  4. 

^lessagcs  from  the  President,  with  Reports  from  Secretaries  of  Treas- 
ure- .ind  War,  showing  amount  expended  by  the  Federal  Government  on 
^vorks  of  Internal  Improvement,  within  the  limits  of  the  several  Stated, 
■^vith  an  estimate  of  amount  necessary  to  complete  any  work  begun  and 
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not  yot  cfjrnplctcd.     Feb.    ro.   :P<^<j.     (Sen.  Doc    69.  20th  Cong.,  2d  sess. 
In  vol.  I.)     Svo..  pp.  25. 

A'of;(/j  C"i::.lni(!--'i  by  ilic  Aruiy.  L<'ttcr  fr'..m  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
relation  to  roads  •..onsfiicti.'d  by  t'le  Army  ot  the  United  States.  Jan.  13, 
iKu      (ilou^f  Doc.  \f,.  2i-.t  Cont:.,  2d  :-.--.'-i.     In  vol.  2.)  8vo..  pp.  10. 

Roads.   Ca-.tals,   and  Itilcntal  !>v.f*r/nr;i:e;its,   from    l8r3   to   1S35.      July  2, 
1S3O.     Coiiiriiiirte  on   Roads  and  Canals,     (fiousc*  Rep.,  850,  24th  Con;' 
i.st  scss.     Ill  vol.  ,1.)  8vo.,  pp.  91. 

KediTril  Leyis!ati'>n  is  to  be  found  iii  'he  U.  S.  Statutes  at  Large. 

Consult  al.-.o  liic  Nut^oiial  Iiitclligcnccr.  1800,  et  .<icq.,  and  N'iles'  Register. 
l8r  I,  et  scq. 

P.ooks  ot  tmv'.-I  cont-xui  numerous  and  interesting?  observations  on  hii?h- 
ways.  lines  oi  travel,  \va*er\va\s.  eni:;(ration.  etc  See  F.  Cumin;?'s  Tour 
to  the  Western  Country  (»8io);  Adam  Hod'^'sop's  journev  thmugh  S'orth 
America,  I019.  182:0,  and  1831,  (\d,2Z) ;  and  William  Bartram's  Travels;  be- 
sides many  otiiers.  Mr.  Hamilton  gives  an  interesting  summary  of  Dow's 
trips  through  the  Soutl'ier.i  country,  supra. 


VI.  SURRKXDER  OF  WE.VTHER^-ORD. 

By  William  Gatl^.  Ork/  of  Okolona,  Miss. 

Orolona,  Miss.,  Fehy.  22,  1893. 
Mr.  H.  S.  Halbeit, 

Crawford,   Miss. 

My  Dear  Sir:  March  frh,  ^892,  \ou  wrt^tc  to  mc  a.'^king  that 
I  give  you  a  statement  of  the  facts  of  W'eathcrford's  surrender 
to  General  Jackson,  as  detailed  to  me  by  my  grandfather.  Busi- 
ness engagements  prevented  a  compliance  at  the  time  and  I  plead 
guilty  to  subsequent  neglect. 

My  grandfather's  name  was  William  Gates.  He  enlisted  at 
Pendleton,  S.  C.  Was  an  ordeily  sergeant  in  Captain  Williams' 
Cavalry  Company.  As  to  Gates'  Regiment,  Company  and  rank, 
you  can  get  this  from  the  Pension  Office-  at  Washington.  His 
widow,  who  was  his  second  wife,  now  draws  a  pension.  Gates 
did  a  great  deal  of  special  scouting  for  Jackson  and  was  about 
the  General  a  great  deal.  The  morning  of  Weatherford's  surren- 
der, he  was  near  the  General's  tent — say  ten  or  tifteen  steps.  It 
was  early.     He  saw  Weatherford  approach  and  ask  a  soldier 

*  The  writer  of  this  letter,  William  Gates  Orr,  son  of  Judge  John  A. 
and  Lizzie  (Gatcs^  Orr,  is  a  lawyer  of  Okolona,  Miss.  His  family  is 
Scotch-Irish,  and  has  been  prominent  in  S.  C.  and  Miss.  His  great- 
grandfather. John  Orr  (son  of  Robert  Orr.  emigrant)  was  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War;  and  his  errandfather.  Christopher  Orr  (whose  wife  was 
Martha,  daughter  of  Robert  McCann,  of  County-Down.  Irelan<l>  wa«  a 
merchant  and  planter.  His  father  is  a  lawyer  of  note  and^has  been  Dis- 
trict Judge  in  Miss.:  and  his  uncle,  James  L.  Orr.  was  Speaker  of  the 
38th  Cong.,  Confederate  States  Senator.  Governor  of  S.)uth  Carolina,  and 
died  as  Minister  to  Russia  in  187.^  For  sketch,  with  ancestry,  of  Judge 
J.  A.  Orr  sec  Goodspeed's  Manoirs  of  Mississipt^  uSoi).  vol.  ii.  p.  536- 
540:  and  of  Hon.  James  L.  Orr,  see  Livingston's  Sketches  of  E:ninciit 
Americans,  vol.  IV.  pp.  205-211,  portrait,  and  Gov.  B.  F.  Perry's  Rei;:i)iis- 
coices  of  Public  Men  (1S83).  pp.  179-1S8. 

'The  Bureau  of  Pensions.  Washington.  D.  C  Dec.  i.  1S08.  furnished 
the  following  record:  '"Eliza,  widow  of  William  Gates,  made  an  applica- 
tion for  pension  on  .April  14.  1870.  at  which  time  she  was  50  years  of  age 
and  residing  in  Chickasaw  County,  Miss.,  and  her  pension  was  allowed 
for  the  service  of  her  husband  as  a  serc:eant  in  Capt.  Kelly's  Company. 
South  Carolina  Miliiia.  War  of  1812,  for  a  period  of  182  days.  He  enlisted 
at  Muddy  Springs,  South  Carolina.     Place  and  date  of  birth  not  stated." 
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where  Nva^  General  Jackson's  tent.    Jackson  came  out.    Weather- 
funl  walkc'l  <lirc<tly  and   firmly  to  the  General  and  asked,  "Is 
this    General   Jackson?"     The   reply   was,   "Yes."     "I   am    Bill 
Wcatheri'nnl."    Jackson  e.xtcndcfl  his  hand  and  taking  Weather- 
ford's  hand,  said,  "I   am  ^dad  to  see  you.  Mk.  Weatherford." 
My  j^randfatlier  always  emphasized  the   Mr.,  and  commented 
upon  the  cordial  and  re>pecll'ul  manner  of  the  General  in  receiv- 
ing^ his  foe.     After    the    hand    shakin^^  Weatherford,    without 
parley,  show  or  ostentation,  said,  '"General  Jackson,  I  come  in  to 
surrender."      Jackson's    reply    was,    "I    am     j^lad    to    hear    it." 
Weatherford  said,  "Our  warriors  are   killed  and  scattered,  our 
ammunition  is  out.  our  women  and  chiklren  are  naked  and  starv- 
ing.    If  wc  had  warriors  and  something  to  eat,  we  would  fight 
on."    Jackson  said,  "You  are  a  brave  man  and  I  glory  in  your 
spunk."    Thry  then  walked  into  the  General's  tent  and  my  grand- 
father lieard  no  more.     Gates  had  read  of  the  statements  pub- 
lished of  Weatherford's  surrender,  and  always  ridiculed  the  idea 
of  pomp  or  display.    He  said  Weatherford  was  dressed  in  buck- 
skin breeches.     I  do  not  remember  as  to  his  coat  or  headgear. 
Carried  no  arms,  was  afoot  and  alone,  and  my  memory  is  very 
clear  that  he  was  not  even  escorted  to  the  General's  tent  by  a 
guard.     The  general  and  vague  impression  that  I  have  is  th.at 
it  was  not  customary  for  Jackson  in  that  war  and  at  that  time  to 
put  out  guards  around  his  camp  as  was  and  is  the  custom  when 
the  war  is  between  two  civilized    nations.     Things    were    done 
loosely  and  no  sentinels  were  thrown  out  unless  they  were  close 
upon  the  Indians.     There  was  order,  of  course,  but  more  the 
order  born  of  the  honor  and  patriotism  of  the  volunteers  than 
military  training.     And  the  thing  that  impressed  me  most  was 
the  idea  that  the  chief  of  the  enemy  without  flag  of  truce,  escort 
or  parley  just  simply  walked  into  the  midst  of  Jackson's  army, 
asked  for  the  General,  told  his  business  without  ado.  and  left 
as  he  had  come.    After  that,  the  same  day.  I  think,  perhaps  later, 
the  men,  women,  etc.,  came  in  and  surrendered.     Gates  did  not 
escort  Weatherford  to  Jackson,  or  in  any  way  have  anything  to 
do  with  it.    He  was  merely  a  looker  on. 
Y'our  friend. 

W.  G.  Orr. 
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CRITICAL  AND  BIJJLIOGKAPHICAL  NOTE. 

By  Tirr,  Kditor. 

The  Creek  War  may  be  called  the  Epic  Period  in  the  early  history  of 
Alabama,  then  a  part  of  the  Mi^^issippi  Territory,  It  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  numerous  histories,  memoirs,  bicj'^'rapliics.  anrl  some  poetical  com- 
position. Tolerably  full  lists  and  references  arc  to  be  found  in  Parton's 
Life  of  Jackson,  vol.  i,  pp.  xiii-.\xv:  and  Winsor's  Xarrjtivc  and  Critical 
History  of  America,  vol.  vii.  pp.  4.15-6.  Hardly  a  single  work  exists,  how- 
ever, in  which  there  are  not  numerous  errors,  and  not  one  covcr^^  the 
whole  field.  The  very  latest  work— 7/u'  Creek  IVar  of  1813  and  1814.  by 
H.  S.  Ilalbcrt  and  T.  H.  Ball  CChicapo,  1805,  8vo,.  pp.  .-^^i;  il]  ).— a  valua- 
ble production,  is  not  cfeneral.  but  deals  with  'tliat  part  which  has  not 
been  as  yet  so  fully  ^iven.  connected  with  the  white  settlers  in  what  is 
now  South  Alabama."  The  real  history  of  this  strueele.  with  a  critical 
study  of  its  causes,  its  actors,  the  movement  of  events,  considered  both 
in  its  relation  to  a  wider  struijRle  and  also  in  its  local  bearings,  is  vet  to 
be  written.  When  that  is  done  there  will  be  a  consequent  readjustment, 
and  a  shifting  of  picturesque  and  heroic  figures  from  exaggerated  to  real 
positions. 

Of  all  incidents  in  the  Creek  War  there  is  none  that  has  been  presen-ed 
with  more  dramatic  detail  than  the  surrend^T  of  Weatherford.  Tiic  early 
narratives  clothe  it  in  rnmantic  colors.  The  common  sen=e  view,  how- 
ever, is  that  it  was  only  an  ordinary  affair,  not  differing  in  material  re- 
spects from  the  numerous  surrenders  being  made  daily  after  the  battle 
of  the  Horse  Shoe.  Eaton's  Life  of  Jackson  (i8t8)  contains  perhaps  th.e 
first  and  most  glowing  account,  and  the  one  mainly  followed.  The  next 
authori^ty  in  rank  as  an  original  is  Pickett's  Alabama,  vol.  ii.  pp.  ,347-351. 
Parton's  Jackson. vo\.  i.  pp.  527-5.37.  contain^;  a  chapter  on  "The  Surrender 
of  Weatherford;"  as  does  also  Eggleston's  Red  Eagle,  pp.  32')-2i9-  Meek's 
version  is  in  his  Romantic  Passages  in  Soutlnccstern  History,  pp.  28.3-287. 
Drake's  Indians  (15th  ed.)  contains  an  account,  pp.  .390-91."  Parton.  E?- 
pleston,  Meek  and  Drake  follow  Eaton  substantially,  and  each  contains 
the  concluding  speech  beginning:  "l  desire  peace  for  no  selfish  reasons."' 
etc.  Meek,  p.  2S6.  says  that  "'as  a  specimen  of  oratorv  we  know  nothing 
finer  than  this  address."  Pickett,  p.  ,-350.  repudiates  this  part  of  the  inter- 
view, and  says  that  the  statements  "are  doubtless  based  entirelv  unon 
camp  gossip."  Parton,  p.  5,33.  admits  that  Eaton  "mav  have  added  to 
the  tale  a  slight  presidential  campaign  flavor."  but  says  that  he  mu_-t  have 
heard  it  many  times  from  Jackson  himself.  'Rr&wcr's' Alabama,  p.  437.  note, 
speaks  of  Eaton's  story  as  ■fictitious."  and  follows  Pickett.  The  latter 
IS  responsible  for  the  deer-killing  incident,  of  which  Eaton  makes  no  men- 
tion whatever,  and  which  Woodward  savs  has  "been  plaved  ott  on  the 
credulity  of  Col.  Pickett."  Pickett. _p.  34S.  ^avs  he  rode  the  "crrev  steed" 
t<.  camp  that  bore  him  over  the  blutr  at  the  Holy  Ground,  while  Meek.  p. 
280.  says  that  this  particular  animal  "sank  to  rise  no  more." 
_  Halbert  and  Ball's  Creek  War.  pp.  284-5.  and  Driesback"s  "Weatherford" 
in  the  Ala.  Historical  Reporter.  March  and  April,  1884.  both  late  works, 
treat  it  as  a  plain  and  matter  of  fact  occurrence.  Mr.  Driesback  says  he 
rode  the  "noble  steed"  that  bore  hiin  through  the  war.  but  expre-sly 
makes  the  interview  to  consist  of  but  a  few  sentences.  Woodward's  Re-n- 
miscenccs  (1859)  is.  however,  the  leading  authority  lor  tlie  latter  view,  the 
author  writing  both  from  his  own  observations  at  the  time,  and  from 
conversations  with  Weatherford.  He  repudiates  the  story  of  Weatl.er- 
lord's  noble  self-renunciation  as  he  soliloquizes  whether  or  not  he  will 
surrender,  as  well  as  the  deer  incident,  the  elaborate  (Halogue  with  T."  :k- 
son,  and  the  pompous  speech  which  usually  conclude^  the  interview.  "  The 
Mirrcnder  was  made  as  a  simple  per-ona!  neces-ity:  he  walked  into  camn 
like  numerous  others  who  surrendered:  and  held  an  interview  with  Tac'<- 
?on  in  which  they  talked  over  the  war.  See  Woodward's  Reminiscences. 
PP-  4^,  43.  S7.  89,  91-103. 


Vrr.  COLUMIilAX   ixstitlte. 
Bv  Li;viN  \'ixsox  Rossmr/  of  Carrollton, 

The  founder  and  principal  of  tfiis  academy,  Columbus  Tar- 
rant," is  sui)pose(l  to  liave  named  it  in  honor  of  the  great  dis- 
coverer f<)r  whom  lie  himself  was  named. 

Columbian  Institute  was  situated  at  Taylorville,  Tuscaloosa 
County.  Ala.,  four  and  a  half  miles  s<nnh  of  the  county  seat,  at 
the  forks  of  the  Greeuaboro  and  Centreville  public  roads.  Here, 
on  the  east  side  and  some  two  hundrerl  yards  from  the  former 
road,  and  immediately  on  the  north  side  of  the  latter,  is  a  shady 
grove,  mostly  of  forest  oaks,  and  gently  sloping  southward  to 
the  road.  This  formed  the  front  lawn  and  study-ground.  Back 
of  the  grove  at  the  center  was  the  family  residence,  a  spacious 
one-story  framed  building  with  an  L  at  each  end.  in  outline 
somewhat  like  a  printed  capital  H,  thus  affording  a  wealth  of 
hall  and  veranda  about  the  numerous  airy  rooms.     Near  by,  to 

'  Levin  Vinson  Rosser.  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Ray)  Rosser. 
was  born  in  Tuskaloosa  County,  Ala.,  on  Big  Sandy  creek,  where  Benja- 
min Rosser,  Sr..  his  grandfather,  had  settled  in  1820.  and  had  reared  a 
family  of  nine  sons  and  four  daughters.  These  Rossers  were  the  de- 
scendants of  the  Rossers  who  had  settled  in  Virginia  in  Colonial  times 
and  were  dispersed  thence  over  the  Southern  States.  Betty  Vinson,  \vife 
of  the  elder  Benj.  R..  was  the  granddaughter  of  Levin  Vinson,  a  Welsh- 
man, who  had  settled  in  Virginia.  The  Rossers  of  Big  Sandy,  in  antc- 
bcUum  days,  were  planters,  mostly  well  to  do  slave-owners,  ardent  Metho- 
dists, proud  of  their  ancestry  and  good  name,  and  fondly  attached  to  their 
kith  and  kin.  The  childhood  of  Levin  Vinson  was  spent  in  this  environ- 
ment. After  attending  the  neighborhood  schools  and  Pelham  Institute, 
he  went  to  Auburn  and  graduated,  A.  B..  in  the  fir-t  class  of  the  A.  &  >L 
Cc)nege,  1872.  Two  years  were  then  spent  in  teaching  in  Alabama;  two 
more  at  Transvlvania  Law  School.  Lexington.  Ky..  where  he  eraduated. 
LL.  B.  He  went  to  Colorado  in  1878  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law.  and  was  for  several  years  a  judire  of  Dolores  County.  Returning  to 
Alabama  in  1885.  he  engaged  in  the  abstract  business  at  Birmingham  till 
i8or.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  teaching,  and  is  now  the  principal  of 
the  Carrollton  .A.cademy. 

'  He  was  born  Julv  .-;.  1810.  in  left.  Co..  and  died  Tune  to,  1S78.  the  son 
of  Ceorge  Tarrant.  The  latter  was  the  son  of  John,  the  son  of  Leonard 
Tarrant,  the  wills  of  both  of  whom  are  on  record  in  Greenville.  S.  ^C 
The  Tarrants  are  of  honorable  Scotch  descent,  early  emigrants  to  Va.. 
and  the  t.imily  were  entitled  to  arms  {see  William  and  Mary  College 
Qujitcrlx). 
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the  west  of  tlie  residence,  with  tlic  grove  in  front  and  the  garden 
in  the  rear,  were  the  dormitories,  framed  cottages,  for  the  use  of 
the  boys.  On  the  east  side  of  the  residence  there  stood  two 
school-houses.  Tlie  older,  a  one-story  frame,  with  an  L  in  the 
rear,  was  further  eastward ;  the  newer,  a  one-story  framed  struct- 
ure lathed  and  plastered  inside  and  out,  consisted  of  a  main  hall 
with  a  small  room  on  each  side  and  an  ornamental  portico  in 
front.  It  stood  between  the  older  anrl  the  family  residence. 
The  side  rooms  were  filled,  one  with  a  library,  the  other  with 
scientific  apparatus.  To  the  eastward  of  the  school-houses,  there 
was  an  open  old  field,  where,  during  the  recesses,  "town-ball'' 
was  wont  to  hold  full  sway. 

Thus  appeared  the  Institute  in  its  palmiest  days,  1 86 1-2.  At 
that  time  it  had  about  eighty  pupils,  some  twenty  or  thirty  of 
whom  were  boys  boarding  at  the  Institute ;  the  others  were  chil- 
dren of  the  neighborhood  or  their  relatives  or  friends,  boarding 
with  them,  and  mostly  boys,  as  only  small  girls  usually  attended. 
At  this  time  the  Institute  was  under  military  discipline,  and  the 
principal  was  assisted  by  his  son.  John,  who  was  Conmiandant. 
The  latter  was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Alabama,  and.  like 
the  other  children  of  the  principal  and  many  of  his  more  advanced 
pupils,  served  his  apprenticeship  in  the  Institute  as  a  pupil- 
teacher.  In  fact,  this  system,  that  of  pupil-teacher,  was  one  of 
the  marked  characteristics  of  the  school  and  its  master,  thus 
enabling  him  to  handle  successfully  a  large  number  of  pupils 
without  paid  assistants.  But  he  also  had  regular  assistants. 
one  and  the  first  of  whom  was  Mrs.  Caroline  Kirby. 

The  community  in  those  ante-bellum  days  consisted  mostly  of 
slave-owning  planters,  if  not  wealthy,  at  least  well  to  do  and 
independent,  some  with  plantations  on  the  rich  bottom  lands  of 
the  Warrior  River,  the  slaves  numbering  from  ten  or  twelve  to 
fifty  or  sixty  to  each  family.  Tuition  fees  were  usually  S2.00 
to  ?4.oo,  and  board  Si 0.00  to  Si 2.00,  a  month.  All  bills  were 
collectible  and  were  uniformly  paid,  at  least  by  the  close  of  the 
year.  By  common  consent  the  public  money  which  the  pupils 
of  the  Institute  were  entitled  to  draw  was  donated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  tuition  of  the  few  poorer  children  of  the  district. 
The  patronage  was  drawn  not  only  from  the  adjacent  neighbor- 
hoods but  from  the  adjoining  counties  and  from  Mississippi. 
The  boarders  were  mostly  the  sons  of  wealthy  planters,  many  of 
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whose  names  c2.nr.0t  now  be  recalieci.  Anion;^  them  may  be 
mentioncfl  Lofton.  Cordon,  and  Eatman,  of  Pickens;  Hale, 
Shelton,  L'lu.ijauph,  and  /ilien,  of  Oeene ;  McAdory  and 
Spencer,  of  Jefferson, 

In  the  second  vcar  of  the  Civil  War,  the  schoolmaster  became 
the  soldier,  and  the  rnaster  of  boys  \va.<>  easily  transformed  into 
the  leader  of  men  it:  an  arriPery  company,'  But  when  the  war 
was  over  the  ii'StitK-is  and  fixed  habit-;  of  the  teacher  re-asserted 
themselves  and  the  sciiool  wai,  resumed  as  "Pelham  Institute," 
a  name  given  in  liono»"  of  him  who  h.ad  displayed  so  great  ability 
in  the  same  branch  of  service  as  that  in  which  our  schoolmaster 
had  been  engaged.  For  some  seven  or  eight  years  the  school 
was  continued  under  this  title,  and  for  a  time  flourished  under  the 
assistance  of  his  accomplished  daughters,  Misses  Anna  and 
Sallie,  but  it  never  quite  regained  its  ante-bellum  prestige.  With 
the  waning  prosperity  of  the  community  and  the  failing  health 
of  the  founder,  it  gradually  declined  and  finally  closed  a  few 
years  before  his  death  in  1878. 

The  course  of  study,  like  that  of  even  the  best  schools  of 
the  times,  consisted,  for  the  elementary  grades,  chiefly  of  the 
"three  R's"  (arithmetic,  reading,  and  writing),  and  for  the 
higher  grades,  of  Latin,  Greek,  and  Mathematics :  but  no  grade 
was  rigidly  limited  to  these.  On  the  contrary,  the  practical  side 
of  life  and  the  proper  preparation  therefor  were  ever  present 
in  the  principal's  mind  and  methods.  Practical  arithmetic,  book- 
keeping and  the  natural  sciences  were  not  overlooked.  These 
studies  sometimes  formed  the  nucleus  of  a  separate  summer 
school.  But  the  chief  object  of  this  master-teacher  was  to  instil 
in  the  mind  of  the  pupil  the  courage  of  self-reliance.  Hence,  v.e 
derive  his  motto  and  universal  text.  "" Learn  how  to  learn."  He 
maintained  that  the  regular  course  of  Latin.  Greek,  and  Mathe- 
matics afforded  the  best  means  of  learning  this  great  lesson  oi 
life.  He  claimed  also  that  the  chief  object  of  the  teacher  was 
not  to  impart  knowledge  to  the  pupils,  but  to  make  him  tlie 
master  of  this  mystery  of  learning  how  to  learn.  Therefore,  he 
was  not  a  lecturer,  nor  a  demonstrator  of  facts,  nor  a  worker 

'Tarrant's  Battery,  for  r.n  account  of  which  see  Brewer's  Ahibj^u.  p. 
704.  It  was  orpani7ed  in  Jvue.  iS6x.  He  had  previously  been  a  lieutenant 
in  Lunisden's  Batter>-.  and  resigned  to  make  up  the  one  bearing  his  own 
name. 
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i,[  sums;  but  l)y  means  of  a  few  well  directefl  questions  he 
caused  the  pupil  to  bcp^in  to  think  and  to  <Io  for  himself.  He 
had  discovered  and  thorou^dily  appreciated  the  value  of  black- 
boards, charts,  globes,  the  numeral  fraiue,  and  the  like  aids  in 
school-work,  most  of  which  he  used  continuously,  especially  the 
blackboard. 

lie  was  an  expert  disciplinarian,  never  losing  control  of  him- 
self and  always  master  of  every  situation.  His  knowledge  of 
jiuman  nature  as  exhibited  by  boys  and  girls  was  remarkable, 
always  enabling  him  from  ajjpearances  and  circumstances  to 
locate  the  seat  of  mischief.  Shrewd  and  a  hero  indeed  was  the 
mischief-making  urchin  who  could  evade  the  detective  eye  and 
ear  of  "Old  Ed,"^  as  he  was  familiarly  known  to  his  school-boys. 
In  his  early  career  he  was  noted  for  his  use  of  the  rod ;  but  in 
later  life  he  entirely  abandoned  this  "indiscretion  of  youth,"  as 
he  called  it.  His  experience  along  this  line  is  worthy  of  note. 
In  a  conversation  with  the  writer  of  this  sketch,  a  former  pupil 
of  his,  when  the  latter  was  about  to  assume  the  role  of  the  peda- 
gogue, looking  back  over  his  long  career  and  varied  experience 
in  the  school  room  and  counselling  his  pupil  as  a  father  would 
a  son,  he  said  that  the  indiscreet  use  of  the  rod  had  given  him 
more  trouble  than  all  other  causes  combined. 

Teaching  was  the  life-time  work  of  this  exemplar  of  the  pro- 
fession. He  began  it  at  the  age  of  twenty  in  1840.*  and  taught 
in  Pickens,  Jefterson,  and  Dallas,  as  well  as  in  Tuscaloosa.  Coun- 
ties. It  has  been  claimed  tor  him  that  he  educated  more  boys  in 
Alabama  than  any  contemporary  teacher,  except,  perhaps,  the 
noted  Henry  Tutwiler,  of  Green  Springs.  Among  his  pupil- 
teachers,  besides  his  own  children,  may  be  m.entioned  J.  T.  Yerby, 
who  became  a  prominent  Baptist  minister,  as  well  as  teacher. 
The  want  of  proper  records  and  the  lack  of  accurate  information 
prevents  the  mention  of  others.  This  sketch  would  not  be  com- 
plete without  some  mention  of  her,  to  whom  more  than  one  inti- 
mate and  life-long  friend  of  this  family  have  said  that  Capt. 
Tarrant  and  his  children  owe  all  that  they  have  accomplished  in 

*  ITis  life  work  is  thus  summarizcii:  he  bee.in  tcacliincr  at  Bethlehem 
church.  Jeff.  Co.,  1840:  tauelit  at  Carrollton.  1841  and  1S42:  at  G'^rdo. 
l'''4.^:  retired  from  the  school-room  1S44  -ind  1S45:  taucrht  at  North  P.-.rt. 
i>'^4'''  and  1847:  and  at  Xortli  River.  184S  and  1840:  1849  to  1S62  at  Co- 
lumbian Institute,  Taylorsville. 
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life — Pcrnith;)  \.  var,  Zarif'.r.'  who  became  his  wife  in  their 
youth.  S!k  v.as  '.iu  trt-ntle,  jjcisistent  anrl  consistent  power  be- 
hind the  iln\^::e  tlut  nioVvd  arid  regulated  this  little  kin;(floni. 

After  the  (leatli  <jf  its  founud  the  Iiistitute  suffered  mucii.  n<n 
only  from  tlie  orrjinary  ravages  ui  time  and  neglect,  but  from  a 
hurricane  which  swepi  over  it  in  1885  and  dismantled  most  of  the 
premises,  so  tliat  ihtrc  is  now  left  Init  a  remnant  of  the  former 
structures.  A  threc-jnonths  free  school  of  a  handful  of  chil- 
dren in  a  dilcipidatcd  ol.I  house  now  represents  this  once  noted 
Institute.  The  aged  and  beloved  widow  still  lives,  and  with  her 
daughter,  Miss  Saliie,  occupies  the  remnant  of  the  family 
residence. 

APPENDIX. 

I.    COMPILED    LISr    OF    PUPILS    OF    COLUMBIAN    INSTITUTE. 

In  the  absence  ol  any  known  catalogues,  the  list  below  is  appended.  It 
is  far  from  perfect,  nowevcr.  Those  known  to  be  dead  are  indicated 
by  a  *. 

Allen,  Thomas  B. 

Brooks.  Wade.*  William,*  Temple,  Beulah,*  Mark. 

Chandler,  Thomas,*  Asa.* 

Childs.  Willie.* 

Ck-meiUs,  Foster.* 

Cribbs,  Ed.,  Otis.  Carrie.* 

Eatnian,   Robt.,  Felix. 

Eddins.  Joo,  Jesse,  Sim,  Charley. 

Farmer,  Joe.  Tom,*  Mack,  Margaret.* 

Frierson.  Perry. 

Goree,  Xap. 

Haley.  John  D.,*  Robt.  J.,*  P.  B..*  William.* 

Hamner,  Sam.,  Jack,  Pickens,  Henley. 

Hargrove.  . 

Plester,  Chap.,*  Wiley.* 

Hinton,  Orlando. 

Hood,  Jesse,  James.  David. 

Ivey,  John. 

Kirby,  Wash.,  John,  Thomas,  Frank. 

May.  Pickens,  Jack,  Moodv. 

McAdory.  H.  O.* 

McCallum.  Robt..  John,  .\inanda.  Saliie. 

Miller.  Alva.  Stephen.  James.   Calvin.  John. 

Moseley,  Silas.*  Benj.* 

Murdock.  Moses.  James.  Martha.  Janie.  Aggie. 

Xeilson.  Etta.  Warren.  Robt.* 

Owen.  Jc-.hn.*  William,  and  Frank. 

Ogburne,  James.  Janie.  Margaret."'  Eliz.* 

Spencer.  Anna.*  Mary.*  Scott. 

Thomp-on.  James.  Jack.  Parker.  Shem.  Mason.  Marion.  Judson. 


Dauphter  of  John  Van  Zandt  (born  17?::.  in  X.  C.)  and  his  wife  Eliza- 
beth. daiiKluer  of  Elias  and  nnd  Dicey  (Jl'allccr^  Dejernette.  The  former 
was  a  dc>_ccnuant  of  the  family  of  th.e  name  who  early  came  from  Hollan.i 
to  Xew  \ork.  The  latter  is  of  Huguenot  origin,  oi  early  seating  in  \'a.. 
probably  in  X'ottowav  Co. 
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Tarrant.  Jf>hn,*  William,  Anna,''  Sallie. 

Waldrop.  Green  B. 

Wallar.  R<.I>t.  J..'  Hick.  P.,  John,  William.* 

Wild^.  Sarah,  \\  illic. 

Willin;;liain,  Wucdi'ord. 

WillinKbam.  Ruiui,  Caroline,  Catharine,  Berry,*  Bill  Hanner,  John.* 

Winn,  Janies. 

Witherspoon,  Pink.,*  Wilson.*  Willie,*  Leah,*  Sallie,*  Hester.* 

Woods,  George. 

Yerhy,  Miles,  John  T.* 

II.    PELH.^M    INSTITUTE. 

Allen,  Beverly. 

Andrews,  John. 

Barbour.  Harace,*  Dollie,  Emma,  Tom.* 

Brown,  Posey. 

Calhoun,  Ella. 

Clements,  Luther  M.,  AVilliam  Rufus. 

Countiss,  Dick. 

Darden,  Oscar,  Jennie,  Rosa,  Oliver,  Maggie. 

Davis,  Eugene. 

Eddins,  Ed.,  Lola,  Mary,  Pat..  Joe,*  Kate. 

Gay,  Joshua. 

Hamner,  Sam.  John,*  Lizzie,  Mary,  r^Iattie. 

Hawkins,  Sam.* 

Hinton,  George,  John,  }vIorgan,  Amaziah,  Clem. 

Judon,  John. 

Murdock,  John,  Tom.,  Nora. 

Xcilson,  Alice.  Emma,-^  George,  Edward. 

Perry.  Thomas. 

Phifer,  Sam.,  William,  Basil. 

Ray,  Charlev,  John.  James.  Tom.*  Mary. 

Ros-^er.  Asbun.-,  Vinson  (,:<■''''''''''■  ot  this  skcfdi),  Chrk,  Amaziah,  Andrew.* 

Sanders.  William. 

Scott,  Elisha,  }>Iary.  ^lac,  Daniel,*  Ephraim.*  Etta. 

Smith,  Webster,  Anna.  Mc.  Ophelia. 

Spencer.  Octavia.  Theo..*  James,  John,  Sallie. 

Spiller.  William,  Helen.* 

Svs-indlc,  John. 

Tarrant.  Pratt. 

Willingham,  James.  '  • 

Witherspoon,  Thad. 
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ril.    ClftClLAB   OP    1"1:*..I"AM    (N'S'flTCTE. 
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Located  Four  Miles  South  of  Tuskaloosa. 
Three  Miles  from  the  Depot. 


»  ♦  ♦ 


E^^  ^^W^Mit\  V.li^^lV/^i  aril  L^ro,(icUt(iD, 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

The  exercises  will  he  resumed  on 

FIRST  MOXDAY  IX  OCTOBER. 

IJo7/s  %clll  he  2)revared  fcyr  any  of  the  Classes  in  Col- 
lege, or  for  Accountants. 

The  Course  in  the  Female  Department  is  equal  to 
that  of  the  hest  Schools. 

EXPENSES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 
Tuition,  Board,    Washinrj,  and   Lights,     ■'$160  00 

French  __30  00 

Music ' oO  00 

Use  of  Instrument „ _J0  00 

Commercial   Course 40  00 

Rooms  are  furnished  xuitli  Tahles,  Chairs,  Bedsteads 
and  Mattresses. 

One-half  of  the  above  payable  at  the  bes^inning;  thr 
other  half  ou  the  14th  Feb'j  next. 

Sqit.  1st,  1S73. 


J /on  V 


VIII.  JOSEPH  G.  BALDWIN-.^ 
By  Thomas  Badger  Wktmokk.- 

I  have  been  repeatedly  solicited  to  furnish  material  to  various 
parties  for  an  historical  sketch  of  the  late  Hon.  Joseph  G.  Bald- 
win, to  be  incorporatefl  into  biographical  notices  of  him.  Utterly 
unable  to  remember  dates,  or  give  events  chronologically  in  his 
life  with  which  I  was  familiar,  I  have  never  complied,  as  the 
execution  of  such  a  task  would  be  mere  bosh-work,  a  compila- 
tion (if  I  could  perform  it)  of  a  kind  of  almanac,  showing  when 
such  a  speech  was  made,  or  the  exact  time  when  he  went  to 
Livingston,  Ala.,  or  the  day  he  sailed  for  California,  &c.  Then, 
too,  he  was  too  grand  a  man  to  be  considered  as  a  mere  bundle 
of  items.  I  have  thought,  therefore,  to  jot  down  in  a  general 
way,  some  recollections  of  him,  for  the  perusal  of  the  old  men 
of  the  country,  who  still  survive,  who  long  ago  glowed  under 
his  eloquence,  or  laughed  at  his  anecdotes,  or  communed  with 
him  in  conversation. 

Way  down  in  the  forties  I  entered  the  court  room  at  Liv- 
ingston, Alabama,  fresh  from  an  old  State,  fresh  from  Black- 
stone,  fresh,  even  unto  greenness,  in  the  order  of  things  in  my 

^  From  Clwcfazi'  Herald.  Butler.  Ala.,  Feb.  4  and  11,  1892. 

'T.  B.  Wetmore.  son  of  Ichabod  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Badger)  Wetmore, 
was  born  in  New  Bern.  N.  C.  April  7.  1821,  and  died  at  Birmingham. 
Ala., March  8.  1894.  His  father  was  a  son  of  Ichabod  and  Elizabeth 
(CliristGf'Iicrs)  Wetmore.  She  was  a  granddaughter  of  Christopher 
Christophers  and  Elisabeth  Brewster,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Brew?ter, 
Jon  of  Elder  William  Brewster,  of  '  ^Laytlower"  fame.  The  silver  handle 
of  the  walking  cane  of  C.  Christophers,  on  which  is  engraved  his  name 
and  the  date  "1717."  is  now  in  the  possession  of  R.  P.  Wetmore.  Birming- 
ham. Ala.  Elisabeth  Badger  was  the  sister  of  Hon.  Georcre  E.  Badger, 
of  North  Carolina.  T.  B.  Wetmore  graduated  at  Chapel  Hill.  X. C. 
1841.  and  soon  afterward  removed  to  Livingston.  Ala.,  where  he  lived 
for  a  time,  and  then  removed  to  Selma.  i_ate  in  life  he  went  to  Birming- 
ham. He  was  a  lawyer  of  ability,  and  at  different  times  the  partner  of 
Mr.  Baldwin  and  Col.  Robert  H.  Smith.  He  served  in  the  Confederate 
Army.  He  married  Octavia  Truclicart  Hill,  daughter  of  Gen.  Tames 
Twyman  and  Maria  (Gibbs)  Hill,  of  Livingston,  by  whom  he  had  Robert 
^nuth.  Richmond  Pearson  (now  of  Birmingham).  James  Hill  and  Laura 
Holmes  Wetmore.  For  short  sketch  of  T.  P.  Wetmore  sec  Brewer's 
^Uabama,  p.  229. 

(67) 


i '.'-.<  // 


\d) 


6.S  Alabama  Historical  Society. 

new  home,  with  a  hij,'h  opinion  of  the  attainments  of  one  who  ha'l 
been  "examined  by  Kuftin,"  and  a  praiseworthy  wilhnj^mess  t  . 
discover  merit  even  among  lawyers  who  had  only  Alabama  {■ 
practice  in.  Baldwin  was  addressing,'  the  Court  on  a  legal  ques- 
tion, lie  appeared  in  a  manner  awkward,  showed  no  considera- 
tion for  display,  but  managed  his  case  with  much  judgment. 
He  appeared  to  be  younger  than  he  really  was,  and  resembled  a 
backwoodsman,  who  had  recently  "come  to  town,"  but  who  had 
strong  sense,  and  command  of  language  to  enfore  it.  After  he 
concluded.  I  took  occasion,  in  rather  a  patronizing  way,  to  con- 
gratulate him  on  his  effort ;  but  grew  rather  small  when  told  by  a 
friend  that  his  name  was  Baldwin,  and  that  it  was  one  of  Ala- 
notice.     I  felt  cheap ! 

He  would  have  caused  himself  to  be  underrated;  but  for  the 
big  brain  power  that  lurked  behind  his  tall  forehead,  and 
which,  when  it  gave  expression  through  his  voice,  produced  im- 
mediate attention,  and  held  that  attention  fixed.  The  boot  might 
have  held  the  leg  of  the  pants  hitched,  but  there  was  no  hitch  in 
his  argument.  Kis  shirt  bosom  might  be  rumpled;  but  his  sen- 
tences, though  rapidly  uttered,  were  smooth,  and  logically  ar- 
ranged. His  coat  might  appear  a  little  dingy,  but  the  woof  of  his 
address  was  unclouded,  and  had  no  dust.  If  one  foot  was  upon 
the  seat  of  a  neighboring  chair,  his  antagonist  could  derive  no 
satisfaction  for  that  awkwardness  of  position,  but  would  rather 
feel  that  "Jo"  was  mashing  the  liver  out  of  him. 

I  never  knew  another  man  so  great  as  he,  who  won  his  laureL- 
so  entirely  by  his  intellect,  unaided  by  praising,  or  artful  arrange- 
ment of  surroundings,  and  clap-trap.  He  not  only  disregarded 
all  the  common  methods  of  public  men  to  celebrate  themselves. 
or  attract  admiration  whether  by  peculiarities,  or  excess  in 
apparel,  or  friendly  assistance :  but  he  seemed  to  avoid  them. 
Nevertheless,  he  won  men.  as  he  won  cases,  by  honest  endeavor, 
earnest  intelligence,  and  the  highest  conviction  of  duty.  His 
eloquence  was  convincing;  his  logic  stirring.  Philologians 
would  say,  I  am  using  terms  crosswise :  and  discover  in  me  a 
want  of  "properties."    'Tis  true,  nevertheless. 

Some  amusing  remembrances  of  ]^Ir.  Baldwin  in  connection 
with  his  dress  occur  to  me.  Getting  up  one  morning,  and  rather 
hurriedly  proceeding  to  dress,  he  found  a  snake  in  his  boot,  bu: 
not  noticing  how  heavv  the  boot  was.  with  the  addition  of  tlie 
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snake,  he  did  not  discover  liic  fact,  till  foot  and  snake  were  mixed 
to-^ctlier  in  the  ho<jt.  Tradition  does  not  inform  us  whether  the 
snake  or  Baldwin  was  tl)'.-  more  surj;ris'.d  of  the  two,  but  they 
separated  with  mutual  aver;-ion. 

About  this  time  Mr.  lialdwin  took  a  trip  northward.  Up  the 
( diio  River,  the  boat  b.e  was  on  w^iS  destroyed.  The  list  of 
casualties  in  the  Xortliern  pa[jers  had  the  intelligence  that  Mr. 
Baldwin,  of  Alabama,  was  si'.v./d.  with  th«^.  loss  of  his  bac^gage. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  pcihaps  a  litt'se  over  the  usual  height,  well 
proportioned,  leaned  a  li'tie  forward,  walked  rapidly,  with  his  hat 
rather  back  on  his  head,  an  expression  of  countenance  some- 
what pensive,  except  when  li:  up  by  some  person  or  thing  which 
awoke  his  attention.  Then  feature  and  language  semed  to 
brighten  at  once.  His  conversation  was  so  remarkable,  that  his 
description  of  events  uttered  rapidly  was  equal,  when  uttered 
in  familiar  conversation,  to  the  same  subject  when  printed.  His 
words  seemed  leaping  from  tongue  to  paper.  His  description  of 
the  conversation  between  Jonathan  Bliss  and  Xed  Ellis,  when 
related  by  him  to  a  few  of  us  in  Dr.  Garber's  office,  just  after 
it  occurred,  was  just  as  racy,  as  fun-provoking,  and  interesting, 
as  it  was  when  put  in  book  form,  bound  in  calf-skin,  and  the 
cause  of  mirth  with  thousands  of  readers. 

Indeed  in  this  respect  he  was  a  most  remarkable  man.  He 
wrote  as  he  talked.  His  sentences  were  short  and  pointed,  and 
not  improved  ordinarily  by  print.  The  result  of  this  great 
capacity  of  his  to  form  without  effort  his  sentences  ;  to  group 
them  together  in  the  most  attractive  way  without  effort  or  prepa- 
ration ;  to  render  all  that  he  said  enjoyable  without  having  to  be 
studied ;  and  when  he  threw  out  his  book  to  make  you  feel  that 
some  stenographer  had  just  taken  down  his  conversation,  these 
things  were  marvelous. 

I  have  said  he  made  no  effort  to  display  himself.  More  than 
that,  was  witty,  because  he  enjoyed  wit.  But  he  never  tried  to 
call  any  attention  to  himself  as  a  nian  of  wit.  He  was  at  times 
eloquent;  but  he  was  only  carried  away  by  his  eloquent  thoughts 
that  arose  from  a  high  feeling  of  lofty  moral  sentiment.  He 
never  put  on  the  air  of  one  wiio  felt  his  own  importance  when  he 
uttered  great  thoughts.  There  was  nothing  in  his  counten.ance 
of  "See !  me  big  Indian  heap."  as  the  Choctaw  chief  expressed  it. 
The  most  noted  of  his  compositions,  before  he  went  to  Cali- 
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fornia,  were  his  flush  Times,  his  Party  Leaders,  and  his  S.  S. 
Prentiss.  These  were  conif)0?ed  by  him  with  j^reat  rapidity.  Tli-- 
most  celebrated  of  them  all  was  th.e  first  named,  a  book  inimita- 
ble in  itself,  and  justly  entitled  to  the  popularity  it  acquired,  but 
far  inferior  in  depth  of  thouj:,dit,  and  calm  philosophical  com- 
ment, to  the  Party  Leaders.  He  wrote  as  rapidly  and  at  such  odd 
times,  that  he  would  come  hurriedly  into  his  office,  jot  down  a 
paragraph  or  two,  and  as  hurriedly  leave  it ;  returning  after 
awhile  and  continuing  to  write  u[)on  his  theme,  taking  up  any 
convenient  slip  of  paper  near,  and  running  the  risk  of  disjointed 
essay.  He  would  show  perhaps  the  little  regard  for  after  fame 
he  might  acquire,  by  handing  over  his  bundle  of  manuscript  to 
some  friend  to  fit  the  leaves  together  in  some  kind  of  shape,  which 
had  to  be  done  sometimes  by  supplying  or  changing  parts  need- 
ing dovetailing  on  account  of  his  overcareless  and  unmethodical 
methods,  which  seemed  to  defy  the  consequence  of  such  interrup- 
tion. Nor  did  any  friend  do  more  than  the  simple  smoothing 
of  a  joint,  created  by  his  neglect.  The  writer  of  this  simply  dis- 
claims, as  has  been  perhaps  sometimes  accredited  to  him.  the 
honor  of  having  assisted  him  in  any  way,  except  mechanically, 
and  even  then  very  slightly. 

His  style  was  thought  to  resemble  that  of  Charles  Lamb.  He 
was  fond,  very  fond,  of  the  essays  of  Elia.  Did  he  draw  the 
character  of  good,  honest  old  Ben  O'Pek.  when  he  was  downed 
by  a  sharp  man  of  the  period  of  FhisJi.  he  wailed  for  him  as  for 
a  milk-cow  that  was  lariatted,  or  a  pet  pig  caught  in  a  trap.  That 
was  an  instance  of  sharpness  beneath  the  consideration  of  intelli- 
gent sportsmanship,  and  the  employment  of  an  educated  trickster. 

I  have  seen  the  statement  somewhere  that  Baldwin  was  the 
only  great  man  the  writer  ever  knew  who  could  atYord  to  be  a 
funny  one.  He  had  command  of  all  the  avenues  and  departments 
of  humor,  as  well  as  of  high  thought  and  expression.  He  could 
be  witty  in  the  highest  sense  of  the  term,  and  he  could  rollick 
in  fun  of  the  side-splitting  kind.  Rare  combination,  with  the 
power  at  ease  to  adopt  a  loftier  style  of  reason,  and  pure  elo- 
quence. In  all  these  rare  gifts  of  tongiie  and  pen,  he  never 
tainted  a  young  man  with  filth,  nor  caused  a  virtuous  man  to 
feel  an  immoral  influence.  Did  a  rash  political  opponent  over- 
estimate the  martial  achievements  of  some  party  leaders,  and 
try  to  hold  up  to  admiration,  exploits  not  very  remarkable.  Bald- 
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win  quenched  his  eloquence  and  set  iiis  audience  to  roarinff  hy 
the  sharp  enquiry,  "Who  ever  heard  before  of  a  tolerable  hero?" 

Ijut  if  his  wit  was  keen,  and  his  humor  great,  there  was  no 
malice  in  his  tonc^ue.  He  was  ever  considerate  of  the  feelings 
of  others.  Without  envy,  hatred,  or  malice,  or  any  uncharitable- 
ness,  the  subject  which  engaged  his  thought  and  discourse  occu- 
pied his  entire  attention.  It  was  this  regard  which  he  had  for 
the  feelings  of  others,  the  disposition  to  avoid  all  that  was  insult- 
ing, that  doubtless  caused  scjme  of  baser  nature,  to  believe  they 
could  go  too  far,  as  I  have  heard  it  said  one  rash  individual  did, 
who,  becoming  more  aggressive  than  even  Baldwin's  generous 
nature  allowed,  found  himself  about  being  hurled  by  him  from 
the  upstairs  window  of  a  court  house. 

In  the  cause  of  humanity,  of  virtue,  truth  and  justice,  he  was 
indeed  a  brave  man.  Who,  in  South  Alabama,  does  not  remem- 
ber the  case  of  the  State  vs.  S.,  when  a  man  of  wealth,  family 
connection,  and  influence,  was  charged  with  the  barbarous  mur- 
der of  a  poor  slave ;  how  a  younger  member  of  the  bar,  then 
Solicitor  of  the  court,  now  one  of  the  most  eminent  men  in 
this  State,  had  Baldwin's  assistance,  unselfishly  rendered ;  how 
he  encountered  in  that  case  Robert  H.  Smith,  Francis  S.  Lyon, 
and  William  ]\I.  ^Murphy  ;  how  manfully  he  conducted  his  part 
of  the  fight,  and  fearlessly  denounced  the  crime ;  how  ably  he 
bore  himself  in  behalf  of  a  cause  which  he  believed  to  be  just 
against  a  most  unusual  array  of  the  best  legal  ability  of  the  State, 
against  the  prejudice  of  caste,  against  the  array  of  wealth  and 
social  influence.  He  lost  the  case  before  the  jury,  but  on  that 
occasion  he  was  the  man,  strong,  eloquent  and  fearless,  and 
the  heart  of  a  sympathic  audience  beat  with  him.  It  was  in  this 
case  that  he  used  an  expression  which  to  this  day  I  recall,  which 
illustrates  how  rapidly  his  mind  took  in  the  whole  field  which 
imagination  and  ridicule  blended  together.  The  defense  en- 
deavored to  break  down  the  testimony  of  the  chief  witness  for 
the  State.  It  attacked  him  without  scathe,  with  all  the  power 
of  invective,  and  made  him  the  subject  of  repeated  outbursts 
of  impassioned  utterances.  P'aldwin  said  :  "This  is  the  victim 
around  whose  forehead  the  counsel  have  wound  their  garlands 
of  rhetoric,  while  preparing  to  stab  with  their  invectives  the  un- 
suspecting Billy  Goat."     It  looked  like  a  sudden  fall  from  the 
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sublime  to  tb.o  ridirulous;  i)u:  was  ii  really  that?    Let  Philologi- 
cians  decide.    ri>r'jn  IutJ  tliio  peculiarly  in  some  of  his  verse. 

Thack'Tv,  wiio  Wds  on  a  viiit  io  Anierics  when  his  commun- 
ications to  die  press  were  nr<c  published,  was  known  to  have 
greatly  appreciated  his  \\Tii:ng5.  They  obtained  at  once  a 
wide  celebrity,  whicii  gave  him  no  vanity,  but  doubtless  made 
him  feel  that  powers  so  easily  exercised,  could  be  as  easily  put 
in  play  in  oi;her  and  more  remunerative  fields. 

He  went  io  San  Francisco  and  started  in  this  new  field  of 
Law.     This  was  in  the  fifties,  and  he  rose  at  once  to  distinction 
there;  and  it  was    there  that  his    grandeur  was  made  manifest. 
I  believe  that  it  was  Macauley  who  pronounced  that  the  highest 
element  in  Dr.  Johnson's    character  was    z'olor.     I  have    often 
thought  that  this  was  the  crov/ning  point  of  Baldwin's  most  ex- 
cellent make  up  sonitthing  including,  but  far  superior  to.  mere 
personal    bravery.     Shortly  after    he  opened    his  office    in  San 
Francisco  the  famous  "committee  of  thirteen,"  with  no  other 
known  name,   were  hanging  citizens   from   their   \\  are   House 
window.     The  city  was  terrorized,  and  there  was  no  Law.      It 
appeared  otherwise  i;owever.      The  people  there  were  loud  in 
applauding  the  new  order  of  things.      Even  the  pulpit  aided  the 
effort  of  this  institution.     The  excuse  was  that  the  law  was  no 
protection ;  that  juries  acquited  criminals,  and  that  something 
was  necessary  to  protect  society;   that  the  jury  box  was  unsafe, 
and  only  held  rascals    to  hide  from  punishment  other  rascals. 
Baldwin  took  the  field.— pen  in  hand.    He  shov^ed  how  the  best 
men  in  the  city  had  shirked  duty  as  citizens  and  jurors,  and  left 
the  law  to  be  enforced  by  bad  men,  who  took  their  places;  how 
their  eager  pursuit  after  wealth,  had  made  them  disregard  their 
duties  as  men,  and  how  they  were  themselves  responsible  for  such 
creatures  being  put  in  their  places :  how  deplorable  the  condition 
of  things  was  in  the  hands  of  the  "13."    It  was  a  combat  he  un- 
dertook, of  great  personal  danger  to  himself,  but  he  fought  it 
fearlessly  against  whatever  was  arrayed   against  him — whether 
pulpit  millionaire,  or  the  unknown  personality  of  the  Thug  Thir- 
teen.   Th.c  Thirteen  at  last  arrested  a  Judge,  and  had  him  at  their 
rooms.     The  danger  was  so  great  that  a  Sovereign  State  had  to 
appear  as  Petitioner  to  the  awful  institution  of  lawlessness  for  the 
release  of  the  Judge.     He  was  released  at  last !     But  San  Fran- 
cisco was  not  the  whole  of  CalitVirnia.     The  tide  chanq^ed.      The 
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State  spoke.  The  Thirteen  (hsappearcl.  The  Courts  were  set 
in  motion.  Then  Cahfornia  wanted  a  Judge — a  Chief  Ju.stice — 
firm  for  the  ri.t,dit,  fearless  in  discharg'e  of  duty,  who  had  no 
thought  of  hiniseh"  while  devoting  himself  to  the  investigation 
of  the  rights  of  others ;  and  she  called  on  her  man  of  valor, 
to  act  as  her  Chief  Justice.  lialdwin  was  elected  by  the  people 
of  the  State.    The  pen  was  mightier  than  the  Thug." 

*  Mr.  Baldwin  was  born  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  \'a..  about  iSn; 
rcmo\fd  first  to  Macon,  .Miss.,  and  in  iS.v*  to  Gainesville,  and  later  to 
Livintrston.  Ala.  .-\bout  1S53  he  went  to  Mobile,  and  the  ne.\t  year  re- 
moved to  California.  lie  was  a  lawyer  of  eminence,  and  in  politics  a 
Whig.  His  wife  was  Sidney,  a  tlau,L,duer  of  John  White,  one  of  the  early 
Judges  of  Alabama.  Sketches  of  him  are  in  Brewer's  Alabama,  p.  528; 
Garrett's  Public  Men  in  Ala.,  pp.  .358-9;  and  Appleton's  Cyclopedia  of 
Biography,  Vol.  i,  p.  149.  where  it  is  erroneously  stated  th.at  he  was  born 
in  Sumter,  Ala.  A  list  of  his  writings  is  in  Owen's  Bibliography  nf  Ala- 
bama, pp.  d,02-x  For  an  account  of  the  early  settlement  of  the  White 
family  in  the  State,  sec  Col.  James  E.  Saunders'  "Early  Settlers  of  Law- 
rence County,  Alabama,"  in  Moulton  Adveritscr. 


IX.  CLEMENT  CLAIi;ORXE  CLAY. 
By  Mrs.  Virginia  Clav-Cloi'Ton,'  of  Curley. 

Clement  Claiborne  Clay,  first  child  of  Clement  Comer  and 
Susanna  (Withers)  Clay,  was  born  Dec.  13,  1816,  near  Huntsville. 
Madison  county,  Alabama,  and  died  at  his  home,  "Wildwood," 
eighteen  miles  from  the  same  town,  Jan.  3,  1882. 

Mr.  Clay  was  a  man  rarely  endowed  by  nature.  His  brilliant 
career  was  shadowed  forth  in  childhood,  though  extreme  phy- 
sical delacy  of  constitution  often  prevented  attendance  at  school. 
A  pet  pupil  of  Rev.  Dr.  John  Allan.-  his  first  tutor,  a  Presbyterian 
Divine,  the  child  recited,  at  an  examination,  a  poetical  satire,  the 
efifusion  of  his  teacher,  when  so  small  that  he  ascended  the  plat- 
form steps  on  his  all-fours,  to  the  amusement  of  the  audience, 
and  delight  of  the  old  Doctor,  wdio  continued  the  devoted  friend 
and  admirer  of  Mr.  Clay  through  life.     At  five  years  of  age. 

'  Mrs.  Clopton,  daughter  of  Dr.  Peyton  Randolph  and  Annie  (Arring- 
ion)  Tunstall.  was  born  in  Xash  county,  N.  C.  The  Tunstalls  are  an  old 
Virginia  family,  with  branches  in  many  parts  of  the  South.  Her  mother 
was  the  daut.  of  William  and  Mary  (ll'iUiaius)  Arrington.  of  N.  C. 
The  Arringtons  and  Williams  are  notable  families  of  X.  C.  Her  mother 
dying  at  an  early  age.  she  was  reared  in  the  home  of  her  aunt,  the  wife 
of  G<.v.  Henry  W.  Collier,  of  Tuscaloosa.  She  was  educated  at  the  fam- 
ous Alabama' Female  Institute,  of  that  town,  under  the  tuition  of  the 
celebrated  Miss  M.  B.  Brooks,  afterward  the  wife  of  Prof.  Samuel  M. 
Stafford,  of  the  State  University.  Later  she  spent  a  year  in  the  Nash- 
ville -Academy  under  the  double  presidencyof  Messrs.  Lapsley  and  Elliott. 
She  was  m.  to  Hon.  C.  C.  Clay.  Feb..  1843-  Her  home  after  marriage 
was  at  Huntsville  until  Mr.  Clay's  election  in  1853  to  the  U.  S.  Senate. 
"While  her  husband  was  in  Washincrton  Mrs.  Clay  was  one  of  the  bright- 
est ornaments  of  society  there."' — Brewer's  Alabama,  p.  359.  The  story 
of  her  efforts  in  behalf' of  her  husband  in  his  captivity  are  told  in  the 
following  paper,  and  also  in  Garrett's  Public  Men  in  Alabama,  pp.  289-292. 
S'iV  also  Craven's  Prison  Life  of  Jefferson  Davis.  Her  devotion  in  this 
crisis  was  morally  grand.  On  Nov.  27.  18S7.  several  years  after  Mr.  Clay's 
dL-ath,  she  was  married  to  Judge  David  Clopton.  of  Montgomery.  She 
survives  him.  and  now  resides  at  her  home.  ""Wildwood."  in  Madison  Co. 

'  He  was  the  grandfather  of  the  distinguished  surgeon  of  New  York 
City,  Dr.  John  Allan  Wyeth.  Dr.  Allan  came  from  England,  settling  in 
Georgia,  and  thence  locating  in  Huntsville.  Sketches  of  the  Wyeths  and 
connections  arc  to  be  found  in  Smith  and  De  Land's  Xorthern  Alabama. 
pp.  ,VJ5-f'>;  the  Souvenir  Eclition  of  the  Guntersville  Democrat.  1895.  p.  39. 
portraits;    and  in  the  Xational  C\clopedia  of  American  Biography. 
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he  read  the  Declaration  of  Inclejicn'.Ieiice  to  zn  arlniirini,'  circle. 
At  ei.c^litcen  Air.  Cl':v  sradnati-d  at  the  Tjnivcrsity  of  Alabama, 
in  the  class  of  1834,^  of  vviiich  but  one  remains,  the  honored  Dr. 
John  Brahan  Read,  who,  I  am  sure,  will  testify  to  the  ability, 
purity  and  loveliness  of  character  then  sliown  by  his  young  col- 
les:o-mate.  From  Tuskaloosa.  Mr.  Clay  went  to  the  University 
of  Vir^nnia  for  three  years,  studied  law  under  Prof.  John  B. 
Minor,  and  returned  home  to  become  a  partner  of  his  father  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two. 

Mr.  Clay  was  highly  gifte;]  intellectually,  endowed  with  a 
nature  intensely  refined  and  emodonal,  possessed  of  the  loftiest 
sense  of  honor,  "'felt  a  stain  like  a  wound,"  and  bore  to  his  grave, 
despite  slander  and  calumny,  as  unsullied  an  escutchson  as  ever 
Knightly  Crusader  bore.  Mr.  Clay's  ability  at  the  bar  of  Hunts- 
ville,  where  he  soon  shone  the  peer  of  his  father,  and  of  Silas 
Barsons,  James  W.  McClung,  and  the  gifted  Walker^  brothers, 
gave  promise  of  a  statesmanship  soon  called  into  requisition  by 
the  constituency  of  North  Alabama.  Having  filled  the  position 
of  private  Secretary  to  his  father,  while  Governor  of  the  State  (my 
uncle.  Col.  Thos.  B.  Tunstall.  being  then  Secretary  of  State), 
thereby  famililarizing  himself  with  the  politics  of  the  period,  he 
was  called  upon  by  Mr.  Philip  Woodson,  Editor  of  the  Huntsville 
Democrat,^  to  accept  the  editorial  chair  of  that  paper,  during  the 
campaign  of  Polk  and  Dallas.     This  responsibile  task  was  per- 


This  wa.s  the  third  class  graduated  from  the  State  Univer?itv.  The 
following  are  the  eleven  members  which  composed  it:  James  F'Bailev, 
Esq.;  C.  C.  Clay.  Jr.:  \Vm.  A.  Cochrane.  M.  D.;  Walter  H.  Crenshaw. 
Esq.;  Isham  Harrison  Kellv.  Esq.:  Tames  H.  Mastin;  \Vm  S  Parham; 
Jiidge  Thomas  M.  Peters;  John  B.  Read.  M.  D.;  John  M.  Smith:  and 
Charles  W.  Tait.   M.  D. 

Since  the  foregoing  was  written  Dr.  Read  has  passed  awav.  He  died 
at  Tuscaloosa.  Ala.,  Jan.  25,  1899;  for  sketch  of  him  .ja- 'Tuscaloosa 
iiazctte,  Jan.  26,  1899. 

_  'The  Walker  family  has  been  a  noted  one  in  this  State.  The  founder 
in  Alabama,  John  Williams  Walker,  son  of  Rev.  Jeremiah  and  Tane 
(i-raves)  Walker,  married  Matilda,  a  daughter  of  LeRov  P'lpe.  one  of  the 
founders  of  Huntsville.  John  W.  Walker  was  a  lawvef.  President  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  .Alabama.  1819.  and  one  of  the  first  U.  S 
senators  from  Ala.  He  died  in  1823.  Flis  daughter  married  Dr  R  L 
l^earn,  of  Mobile.  His  sons  were:  Gen.  LeRov  Pope  Walker  Judo-e  R 
^J.-  ^^^''Iker,  and  Messrs.  John  J..  Percy,  and  Ca'pt.  Wm.  Walker.  R.  W. 
Ualker,  Esq..  late  one  of  the  .Associate  Justices  of  the  State  Supreme 
*-ourt,   now  residing  at  Huntsville,  is  a  grandson. 

'This  is  one  of  the  oldest  newspapers  in  the  State,  the  first  number 
toeing  issued  Oct.  7.  1S23.  A  complete  file.  1823  to  18^6.  is  the  properiv 
ot  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Esq.,  Carrolltun.   Ala 
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formed  in  a  manner  hi<,dily  satisfactory  to  the  people,  his  lead- 
incf  articles  (^ften  winning;-  ai)i;ro1>ation  and  compliment  throu^'l. 
the  [)ul^iic  pre>s  of  tiie  State.  Soon  afterward  Mr.  Clav  wa* 
elected  I*rol>ate  Judc^e  of  Madison  County,  but  resijjned  after 
some  years  service  because  of  to<j  onerous  fluties  and  his  delicate 
health.  In  1853,  he  was  selected  as  candidate  to  oppose  Will- 
iamson R.  W.  Cobb,''  as  representative  in  Cong-ress  from  the 
Eighth  Congressional  district,  but  after  a  most  exciting  cam- 
paign, in  which  Mr.  Clay  won  the  esteem  and  admiration  of 
hosts  of  friends  by  his  manly  and  masterly  conduct  in  the  race, 
he  suffered  a  Waterloo,  as  had  the  Hon.  Jere.  Clemens  in  the 
same  effort  two  years  previous.  This  defeat,  however,  proved  a 
remarkable  victory,  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  electing  him. 
the  following  winter,  United  States  Senator,  over  many  older 
aspirants,'  for  the  term  of  si.x  years.  This  unusual  distinction 
placed  him  in  that  august  body,  as  the  third  youngest  man.  that 
had  ever  taken  the  seat,  Henry  Clay  of  Kentucky,  and  John  C. 
Calhoun,  the  other  memorable  instances.  'Sir.  Clay  went  into  the 
Senate  in  1853,  with  the  grand  \'eto-President.  Franklin  Peirce. 
and  went  out,  with  ]^Ir.  Buchanan  and  the  secession  of  Alabama. 
He  thereby  gave  up  four  unexpired  years  of  ser\-ice  and  their 
emolument.  The  Legislature  in  1859  unanimously  re-elected 
him  for  a  second  term  of  six  years,  before  the  expiration  of  his 
first  term. 

The  Congressional  records  show  the  faithful  manner  in  which 
this  conscientious  representations  of  the  people  discharged  his 
responsible  trust.  In  a  letter  from  his  able  successor,  Hon.  John 
Tyler  Morgan,  I  extract  a  sentence : 

''Whenever  I  feel  like  flaeging  under  pressure  of  my  Senatorial  duties. 
I  recall  your  noble  husband's  career,  his  untiring  discharge  of  duty,  and 
endeavor  to  follow  in  the  path  he  led." 

Mr.  Clay  was  ever  loyal  to  his  friends,  even  to  personal  sacri- 
fice, an  instance  of  which  is  the  following.  While  ^Ir.  Davis  was 
contemplating  the  formation  of  his  Cabinet.  Mr.  Clay  called, 
asking  permission  to  suggest  a  man  for  Secretary  of  War.  who 
he  begged  might  receive  the  appointment.  Mr.  Davis  replied: 
'I  regret  to  refuse  you.  Clay,  but  my  selection  is  already  made." 

*  Mr.  Cohb  entered  Congress  in  1S47.  and  was  never  defeated  until  the 
State  withdrew  from  the  Union  in  1S61.  although  the  very  liest  men  of 
the  D:--*rict  were  pitted  against  him.     He  was  a  remarkable  campaigner. 

'  He  received  85  votes,  to  37  tor  Hon.  R.  W.  Walker. 
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"May  I  inquire  who  is  the  man?"'  "Clement  C.  Clay,  of  Ala." 
rci'licd  the  President,  to  my  husband's  astonishment!  He  then 
and  there  declined  the  honor,  upon  promise  of  the  post  beiii;^ 
^iven  to  General  L.  Pope  Walker,  to  whom  Mr.  Clay  had  pledged 
his  influence  for  a  Cabinet  appointment. 

Mr.  Clay  was  early  made  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, and  his  exhaustive  speech  on  the  Fishing-  Bounties  shows 
his  indefatigable  research  in  that  boundless  field  of  labor.  The 
position  was  no  sinecure,  and  realizing  its  great  responsibility, 
he  was  never  absent  from  a  meeting  unless  sick  in  bed.  frequently 
the  only  member  present,  an  example  well  v/orthy  imitation  of 
all  public  servants.  'Mr.  Clay's  Valedictory  to  the  Senate,  the 
day  he  took  his  final  departure  from  its  floor,  is  a  red-letter  day 
in  the  history  of  our  country,  and  its  records  and  revelations 
should  be  read  and  remembered  by  the  youth  of  the  south  as 
long  as  the  Southern  Cross  gleams  above  it.  I  sat  in  the  gallery 
of  the  Senate  that  momentous  day,  and  heard  the  farewell 
speeches  of  the  Senators  from  Louisana.  Georgia.  [Mississippi, 
Florida  and  Alabama,  saw  them  place  their  portfolios  under  their 
arms,  and  leave  that  Chamber,  whose  time  honored  walls  had 
often  rung  with  the  burning  defiance  of  their  eloquent  tongues ! 
It  was  a  day  burnt  into  my  memory !  On  his  retirement,  Jan- 
uary, 1861,  'Mr.  Clay  was  immediately  elected  Confederate  States 
Senator,  taking  his  seat  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  when,  after  a 
short  term  of  service,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Confederate  cabi- 
net secret  commissioner  to  Canada.  His  conferee?  were  Hons. 
Jacob  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  and  James  P.  Holcombe,  of 
Virginia. 

It  was  unfortunately  the  year  of  President  Lincoln's  untimely 
assassination,  the  bloody  conclave  of  conspirators  making  their 
rendezvous  on  Canadian  soil,  while  concocting  and  perfecting 
their  unhallowed  work.  When  it  was  accomplished,  and  the 
world  stood  aghast  at  its  horror.  I  well  remember  my  husband 
saying  when  we  learned  it,  with  voice  and  manner  of  petrified 
regret  and  despair:  "It  is  the  hardest  blow  yet  for  the  stricken 
and  the  bleeding  South."  Intense,  was  the  added  surprise,  to 
find  that  proclamations  from  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of 
the  U.  S.,  were  flooding  the  country,  implicating,  not  only  each 
of  the  Commissioners,  but  Jeft'erson  Davis  and  Clement  C.  Clav. 
as  the  bold  incitors  of  tlie  awful  crime !    A  reward  of  one  hundred 
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thousand  '^lollars  in  j.'nld  was  of?cre<i  for  t!ie  arrest  of  Mr.  Davis 
and  Mr.  CU'iv,  each,  (i  have  it  iri  print,  many  times),  and  twenty- 
five  thcuz-ind  doiiars  tor  eacl;  oi  the  others.  My  husband  fir-t 
saw  the  proclaiiiatioii  from  my  han.'ls,  at  the  elegant  home  oi 
Senator  15en.  Hill,  of  La  Grange,  Georgia,  v/here  we,  with  other 
refugees,  were  honored  guests.  From  this  place  he  sent,  without 
delay,  the  followmg  telegram,  to  Major-Gentral  Wilson,  com- 
manding the  Federal  forces  at  Macon.  Georgia,  General  Howell 
Cobb  having  surrendered  the  city  a  few  days  previous: 

"I  ha\e  this  moment  seen  the  Frcsident's  pr'Klamation  implicating'  me 
in  the  assafsination  oi  Piesnient  Lincoln.  Conscious  of  my  innocence, 
and  disdaining  to  x\y  my  country,  I  will  report  my.-elt  to  you  as  soon 
as  steam  can  bear  me. 

Clemen-t  C.  Cl.\y.  Jr., 
Ex-Peace  Commissioner  to  Canada." 

The  scene  of  surrender  in  Senator  Hill's  house  was  a  thrilling 
picture  of  war-times,  alone  requiring  tb.e  space  to  properly  depict 
to  which  I  am  limited  in  this  brief  sketch. 

Mr.  Clay  had  made  preparations,  in  conjunction  with  General 
Wigfall  of  Texas,  to  join  General  Dick  Taylor  in  the  Trans-Miss- 
issippi Department,  expecting  to  leave  in  a  day  or  two,  when.  I, 
at  my  husband's  request,  sought  the  incoming  train  from  Atlanta. 
to  learn  the  news,  and  especially  to  inquire  what  currency  was 
needed  for  travel  southward,  my  intention  being  to  join  our 
parents,  Gov.  and  Mrs  Clay  in  Huntsville.  Interrogating  the 
baggage-master,  through  young  Ben  Hill,  he  said,  in  answer  to 
my  question,  "Gold,  madam,  or  greenback,  Macon  is  in  the  hands 
of  General  Wilson,  and  Atlanta  is  surrendered  to  General  Eggles- 
ton  of  Ohio,  and  Confederate  paper  will  not  do."  I  then  asked, 
"Is  there  any  other  news?''  W'hen,  judge  my  feelings,  came  the 
response :  "Yes,  madam,  a  reward  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  gold  is  offered  for  the  arrest  of  Clement  C.  Clay,  of 
Alabama !"  My  knees  smote  together  as  my  senses  took  in  the 
import  of  his  words,  and  staggering  to  Senator  Hill's  carriage, 
leaning  on  the  arm  of  his  youngest  daughter  Henrietta,  entered. 
We  were  about  driving  off,  wdien  Hon.  Philip  Phillips,  of  Wash- 
ington City,  appeared  at  the  door  of  the  landau,  and  placing  his 
finger  on  the  paragraph  in  the  freshly  printed  paper,  said  "Go 
quickly  home  to  Clay  and  show  him  this."'  I  found  my  husband 
as  usual  in  his  room,  quietly  reading  "Burton's  Anatomy  of  Mel- 
ancholy," a  book  of  wliich  he  was  passionately  fond.    But.  before 
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I  had  time  to  open  the  paper.  Senator  Hill,  Mr.  Mallory,  ex-Scc- 
rctary  of  the  Cc^nfederate  Xavy.  and  Senator  T.  J.  Senimes,  of 
Louisiana,  all  of  whom,  in  my  passage  through  thf  hall,  I  had 
asked  to  follow  me,  as  I  had  news  of  great  importance,  entered, 
upon  which  I  placed  the  newspaper  in  Sen.  Hill's  hand.  Read- 
ing' it  aloud,  each  one  seemed  paralyzed  and  for  a  moment  speech- 
less ! 

Mr.  Clay  paled  to  marble  whiteness  for  a  moment,  when,  the  in- 
dignant blood,  surging  to  his  head  made  scarlet  his  face,  while, 
in  reply  to  the  hurried,  imi)ulsive  advice  and  implorations  of  his 
t^tartled  friends,  to  ''/7y  at  once,'"  he  gravely,  but  firmly  said, 
"Fly?  fly  from  what?  from  whom?  I  shall  surrender  to  the  Fed- 
eral authorities  at  once,  and  demand  the  trial  to  which  I  am 
entitled." 

I  found  myself  on  my  knees  imploring  and  adjuring  him  by  the 
innocent  blood  shed  for  the  "Cause"  in  vain,  to  fly  for  safety, 
when  he  recalled  me  to  my  senses  by  asking,  "Would  you,  my 
wife,  have  me  fly  like  a  guilty  assassin?" 

I  remember  Mr.  Mallory  saying,  "A  hundred  thousand  dollars 
is  a  glittering  bribe  to  two  disbanded  armies.  Clay," — and  many 
similar  speeches  from  the  others.  At  this  crisis,  a  knock  was 
heard  at  the  door,  with  a  wife's  instinct  I  flew  to,  and  locked  it, 
— when  the  word  "Phillips,"  was  heard.  Appealed  to  for  his 
opinion,  he  said,  "What  does  Mr.  Clay  say?"  and  being  told,  he 
replied,  "I  thought  he  would  surrender,  and  I  approve  it 
heartily."  I  had  feared  it  was  the  man  or  men  coveting  the  re- 
ward, but,  be  it  spoken  to  the  honor  of  both  sides,  none  came  to 
molest,  or  add  to  my  great  grief.  Never  shall  I  forget  Senator 
Hill's  conduct  at  this  terrible  moment.  With  his  eye  upon  the 
door,  and  his  hand  upon  my  husband's  shoulder,  he  said,  '"The 
man  who  dares  cross  my  threshold.  Clay,  to  lay  his  hand  on  you, 
falls  upon  it!"  Towering  in  his  majestic  proportions,  his  eyes 
ablaze  with  defiant  heroism,  he  looked  truly,  the  avenging  angel 
righting  the  wrongs  of  the  world !  After  half  an  hour  of  con- 
sultation, the  above  telegram  was  sent,  Col.  Phillips  kindly  bear- 
ing it  himself,  as  it  was  an  insurance  against  future  molestation. 
Next  morning  early,  we  were  en  route  to  Macon,  under  Federal 
escort.  The  fact  of  ^Ir.  Clay's  surrender  had  been  flashed  ahead 
of  us,  and  every  station  was  crowded  by  friends  eager  to  take  him 
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by  the  hand,  and  many,  to  rescue  him.  More  tiian  once,  was 
he  forcibly  held,  being-  iir/^cd  to  leave  the  train,  and  allow  him- 
self to  be  spirited  away  beyond  the  power  of  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment. At  one  place,  a  noble-hearted  friend  threw  him  a  purse 
of  go\(\,  which  was  tossed  back  to  the  owner  as  the  train  moved 
off.  At  Atlanta  General  Egcrleston,  who  met  my  husband  as  a 
friend,  highly  commending  his  surrender  as  a  brave  man,  de- 
tailed an  ofticer,  Lieut.  Peck,  to  accompany  us  to  Macon,  re- 
marking that  "there  were  unruly  boys  on  both  sides,  who  might 
offend  Mrs.  Clay."  This  young  officer  deported  himself  in  the 
most  kindly  and  considerate  manner,  never  once  showing  his 
teeth,  though  fully  armed,  confiding  implicitly,  as  I  construed  his 
conduct,  in  }^Ir.  Clay's  priroled  il'  honneur  which  he  knew 
had  been  given.  I  shall  always  retain  a  pleasant  memory  of  this 
young  man.  Arriving  at  Macon,  ^Nlr.  Clay's  presence  was  com- 
municated to  ]\Iaj.  Gen.  \\'ilson  through  our  loved  friend  Col. 
Phillips,  who  had  accompained  us  from  La  Grange. 

Of  subsequent  events,  the  travel  with  Mr.  Davis  and  party, 
who  were  prisoners  in  ]\Iacon  before  we  arrived  there,  of  Mr. 
Alex.  Stephens  and  party  joining  us.  Post-master  Reagan  among 
them,  of  the  final  distribution  of  them  from  the  ship  "Clyde,'' 
anchored  in  Hampton  Roads,  Air.  ^lallory,  ex-Secretary  of  Con- 
federate Navy,  to  Fort  ^vIcHenry,  Stephens  to  Fort  Warren,  to 
"kill  him  by  climate,''  as  he  said  to  me,  and  the  final  assignment 
of  Mr.  Davis  and  Mr.  Clay  to  Fortress  Monroe,  are  matters  too 
well  known  to  require  re-capitulation.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  Mr. 
Clay  was  detained  one  whole  year^  in  solitary  confinement,  no  hu- 

'  Following  the  death,  in  Feb.,  iSgg.  of  Hon.  A.  H.  Garland.  Mr.  .A.mos 
Cummings  published  in  the  \\'ashington  Post,  Feb.  — .  1899.  an  account 
as  narrated  to  him  by  Mr.  Garland,  of  the  ettorts  of  Mrs.  Clay  to  obtain 
the  release  of  her  husband.  In  the  same  paper,  March  5,  iS-^o,  Mr. 
George  C.  Gorham  reviewed  this  account  and  pointed  out  numerous 
errors.  !Mr.  Gorham  presents  the  facts  quite  fully,  with  full  text  of  the 
order  for  the  release,  dated  April  17,  1S66. 

It  is  as  follows: 

"War  Department.  Adjutant  General's  Office. 

"Washington.  April  17.   1S66. 
"Maj.  Gen.  X.  A.  Miles,  commanding,  etc..  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 

"Ordered,  That  Clement  C.  Clay.  Jr.,  is  hereby  released  from  confine- 
ment, and  permitted  to  return  to  and  remain  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
and  to  visit  such  other  places  in  the  United  State?  as  his  personal  busi- 
ness may  render  absolutely  necessary,  upon  the  following  condition,  viz. 
that  he  takes  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  gives  his 
parole  of  honor  to  conduct  himself  as  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  same,  and 
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man  beings  save  tht^  pliysician  in  riiarge,  and  Gen.  Xels'jii  A, 
Miles,  who  was  cnsrclian  t'>  the  flisiintjuish^d  prisoners.  Gen. 
IJurton  being-  coniniari.Jant  of  ihe  Forr,  beinj^f  allowed  even  a 
monosyllabic  answer  to  a  question,  his  fare  that  oi  a  common  sol- 
ilier,  no  book  or  jiaper  save  the  prison  Uibl;-  in  its  miserable  print, 
and  no  comfort  save  a  hard  cot,  and  a  stool,  no  letter  from  wife  or 
mother  ever  reached  /dm,  all  bein;^  detained  at  the  War  office. 
In  justice  to  Gen  Miles,  I  will  i-ay.  that  he  added  a  chair  to  the 
furniture  at  my  request  and  ever  and  anon,  sent  ine  a  short  note 
assuring  me  of  Mr.  Clay's  condition,  for  whicti  I  was,  and  am 
even  now  grateful. 

After  a  whole  year's  futile  attempt  to  make  a  case  against 
him,  employing  bribery  to  the  amount  01  thousands  of  dollars, 
by  perjury  of  the  deepest  dye,  and  all  manner  of  corruption  and 
rottenness  in  high  places,  this  brave,  innocent,  sclf-surrcnclcrcd 
prisoner,  entitled  to  a  trial  by  a  jury  of  his  countrymen,  though  en- 
emies, which  trial,  though  importuned  was  persistently  denied, 
was,  at  last,  through  the  ceaseless  efforts  of  his  wife,  allowed  to 
pass  the  iron  bars  of  his  ceil.  She  had  obtained  and  carried  to 
President  Johnson  letters  in  Mr.  Clay's  favor,  from  Vice-Presi- 
dent Wilson,  of  r>ilasachusetts,  Gen'l.  Grant,  even  old  Thad. 
Stevens,  wdio  declared  that  "in  his  opinion  ]\Ir.  Clay  had  nothing 
to  do  with  President  Lincoln's  tragic  death."  The  release  came, 
but  too  late  for  the  released,  ]\Ir.  Clay  left  his  prison  a  man 
broken  in  health,  broken  in  fortune  and  broken  in  heart ! 

I  might  pray  forgiveness  of  the  mighty  wrong,  had  any  amende 
honorable  been  offered  for  the  unjust  and  unrighteous  punish- 
ment, but  no  word  was  ever  spoken  in  recognition  of  the  proven 
innocence  of  these  men,  no  confession  of  rank  injustice  from 
one  of  the  bad,  bold  prosecutors  of  these  tortured  martyrs ! 
Their  incarceration  and  treatment  will  forever  remain  a  blot  on 
the  government  of  the  U.  S.  of  America. 

An  imperfect  pen-picture  of  Mr.  Clay,  for  the  gratification  of 
those  who  never  knew  him,  will,  I  hope  be  pardoned.     His  ap- 

to  report  himself  in  person  at  any  time  and  place  to  answer  any  charges 
that  may  hereafter  be  prepared  against  him  by  the  United  States. 
'"Please  report  receipt  and  execution  of  this  order. 
"By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

••E.  D.  TOWXSEXD. 
"•■Assistant  Adjutant  General.'' 
(McPherson's  Hisforx  of  Rccoustrucfiou.  p.  S.) 
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pcarancc  was  both  strikin^^-  and  pleasing.  Xearly  six  feet  in 
height,  he  was  symmetrical  and  graceful,  looking  the  orator; 
his  head  and  features  were  classic  in  their  jjeauty,  betraying-  gen- 
tle blood;  his  complexion  florid,  hair  and  eyes  very  dark,  tiie 
latter,  when  lighted  in  debate,  shone  black  as  jet  with  intel- 
lectual fire.  There  was  an  easy  elegant  languor  of  manner,  in- 
duced by  constitutional  delicacy  that  enhanced  the  persona! 
charm  of  the  nian. 

Mr.  Clay  had  given  himself  to  God  in  the  communion  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  early  life,  living  daily  in  that  faith 
which  sustained  him  through  fiery  trials,  purifying  and  sublimi- 
ating  him  for  thit  higher  life  to  which  he  soon  attained.  While 
in  the  grim,  gray  walls  of  Fortress  Monroe,  he  read  the  Bible 
through  again  and  again,  and  memorized  many  hymns 
and  psalms  of  the  prayer-book,  and  told  me  on  one  oc- 
casion, when  recalling  those,  which  gave  him  most  comfort  and 
repose  of  mind  and  soul,  th.at  in  those  prison  walls,  he  really 
first  experienced,  "that  peace  which  passeth  all  understanding."* 

*  Brief  sketches  of  Mr.  Clay  are  to  be  found  in  Brewer's  Alabama,  pp. 
356-9;  Garrett's  Public  Men  in  Ala.,  pp.  289-202:  Lanman's  Dictionary  of 
Congress  (1859),  p.  109;  and  Craven's  Prison  Life  of  fcffcrson  Davis.  His 
public  speeches  are  in  the  Co)igressional  Globe.  A  list  of  those  printed 
separately  will  be  found  in  Owen's  Bibliography  of  Alabama,  pp.  865-866. 
His  letter,  dated  Huntsville.  March  15.  1S66,  to  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  recount- 
ing his  prison  treatment  is  given  in  Alayes'  Life  of  Lamar,  pp.  121-2. 

The  known  likenesses  of  Mr.  Clay  are  all  in  Mrs.  Clopton's  possession. 
(i)  Oil  paintini?.  1821,  by  Grimes,  a  strolling  artist,  represents  him  as  a 
child  of  five,  full  figure  in  dark  suit,  jacket  ornamented  with  three  rows 
of  brass  b'att'~in=,  and  white  collar,  with  crimped  ruf:le.  (2)  Oil  portrait. 
1850,  by  an  Austrian  artist  named  Frye,  no  beard  and  rather  sophomoric 
in  pose.  (3)  Full  length  photograph,  1854.  by  Brady,  Washington.  D. 
C.  (4)  Cabinet  photocrraph,  Ulke's  gallery:  companion  to  one  of  Presi- 
dent Pierce.  (5)  Head  on  the  One  Dollar  Bill.  Confederate  currency. 
1862.  3:  a  good  likeness.  (6)  Crayon.  1S68.  by  John  Giles:  life  size.  (7) 
Photograph  of  Jetlerson  Davis  and  Mr.  Clay,  Mosser's  gallery,  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.;    taken  after  their  release  from  prison. 

His  MSS.,  diaries  and  papers,  ^n  accumulation  of  years,  are  in  the 
hands  of  Mrs.  Clopton. 


X.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  PROTKSTAXT  EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH  IX  THE  DIOCESE  OF  ALABAMA. 

By  Rev.  Richard  Hookkr  Cobbs  and  Rev.  Walter  C. 
Whitaker.^ 

A  clergyman  of  the  Chureh  of  England  held  services  at  Mobile 
in  1763. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Ilart,^  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  was  missionary 
at  Mobile  in  1764. 

*  Rev.  R.  H.  Cobbs,  son  of  Bishop  Nicholas  H.  and  Lucy  H.  L.  (Cobbs) 
Cobbs,  -was  born  S^cpt.  5,  1835,  in  Bedford  county,  Va.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Alabama,  taking  the  A.  B.  degree  1855,  and  A.  M., 
185S;  and  after  a  preparation  for  the  ministry  at  the  General  Seminary, 
New  York,  he  was  ordained  in  185S.  For  a  short  while  he  lived  in  Hunts- 
ville,  but  in  18G1  took  charge  of  St.  Paul's  church,  Greensboro.  Ala., 
where  he  now  resides.  He  received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  from  Centre 
College,  Ky.,  1876.  He  is  now  and  has  been  for  years  Secretary  of  the 
Diocesan  Council.  For  genealogy  of  the  Cobbs  Family  see  Transactions 
of  the  Ala.  Hist.  Soc,  1850-1897,  vol.  i.  Bishop  Cobbs  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Society. 

Rev.  W.  C.  Whitaker,  son  of  Lucius  Fletcher  and  Rowena  (Oates) 
Whitaker,  was  born  Jan.  2%,  1867.  in  Lenoir,  Caldwell  County,  N.  C.  and 
in  1879  accompanied  his  parents  to  Alabama,  residing  successively  in 
Marion,  Tuskegee  and  Auburn.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  A.  and  M. 
College,  Auburn,  taking  the  A.  B.  degree  1S84.  and  A.  M.,  1891.  He 
taught  school  in  Mobile.  1SS4-S8.  Under  the  influence  of  his  rector,  the 
present  Bishop  of  Western  Texas,  he  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church:  was  ordained  Deacon  by  Bi>!ii'P  Wilnier  in 
Trinity  Church,  Mobile,  Aug.  12.  1888,  and  Priest  by  him  there,  Feb.  2, 
1891.  His  charges  have  been  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Innocents,  Auburn, 
Sept.,  i888.  to  Feb.,  1891;  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Comforter.  Mont- 
gomery, Feb.,  1891,  to  ilay,  1S93;  and  Christ  Church.  Tu.>caloo~a.  May, 
1893.  He  established  the  mission  of  Grace  Church,  Mt.  Meigs,  and  was 
minister  there,  1890-92.  He  has  conducted  the  Church  Record  of  Alabama 
six  years,  and  in  1898  published  a  History  of  the  Church  in  Alabama,  besides 
several  pamphlets  and  papers.  He  was  clerical  deputy  from  Alabama 
to_  the  General  Conventions  of  his  Church  at  ^Minneapolis.  1895,  and 
Washington.  1S98.  On  March  30.  1891,  he  married  Isabel  Preston, 
daughter  of  Thomas  E.  and  Theodora  (Hubert)  Royal,  of  Nottoway 
County,  Va. 

He  had  poor  success  in  West  Florida  and  Mobile.  Rev.  Charles  Wood- 
manson,  writing  in  1766.  gives  an  amusing  picture  of  the  people  and  the 
religious  situation  there,  with  an  account  of  a  sermon  by  ^Ir.  Hart  to 
fhe  Indian  Congress,  1765.  This  is  published  in  full  in  Clark's  "'Religious 
History,"  in  Memorial  Record  of  Alahcina.  vol.  ii.  pp.  241-2.  Mr.  Hart 
returned  to  Charleston  from  "'Mobeille,"  and  was  elected  Assistant  Min- 
i-ter  of  St.  Michael's,  his  connection  beginning  June  2.  1765,  and  ending 
kv  his  resignation  June  2,  1770. — Sec  Parish  Church  of  St.  Michael,  in 
(■  harlestoH  Year  Bool:,  18S6,  pp.  295,  314. 
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Christ  Church,  Moi;ilc,  was  organized  in  1825,  but  had  n-j 
minister  until  Dcceitibr-r,  \'^:.j. 

Christ  Church,  Tuskaloosa,  was  or^ranized  by  the  Rev,  Robert 
Davis,  on  January  7th,  1828. 

The  Primary  Convention  for  the  orgariization  of  the  Diocese 
was  htid  in  Mobile  on  January  25th,  1830,  Bishop  Thomas 
Church  Browneh,  of  Connecticvit,  presiding?. 

The  DioccjC  was  admitted  into  union  with  the  General  Con- 
vention in  1S32. 

V  Bishop  Brovnell  remained  Provisional  Bishop  until  1840.    He 

did  not  visit  Alabama  nt'Ler  1835.     Acting  as  his  Commissaries. 

I      Bishop  James  Hervey  Otey  (1800-1863),  of  Tennessee,  visited 

\     the  Diocese  in  1836,  and  Bishop  Jackson  Kemper  (1789-1870) 

in  1837. 

In  1840  the  Rt.  Rev.  Leonidas  Polk  became  Provisional 
Bishop. 

On  October  20th,  1844,  the  Rev.  X.  H.  Cobbs,  D.  D..  born 
in  Va.,  but  then  of  Ohio,  was  consecrated  first  Bishop  of  Ala- 
bama. He  worked  faithfully  and  successfully  until  his  death 
Januar}'  11,  1861. 

On  March  6th,  1862,  the  Rev.  R.  PI.  Wilmer.  D.  D..  of  Vir- 
ginia, was  consecrated  second  Bishop  of  Alabama.  He  is  still 
living-,  and  in  the  spring  of  1898  did  more  work  than  in  any  equal 
period  of  his  earlier  life. 

On  January  21st,  1891,  the  Rev.  H.  M.  Jackson,  D.  D.,  of  Vir- 
ginia, was  consecrated  Assistant  Bishop  of  Alabama. 

"The  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Disabled  Clcrg}-  and  the  Widows 
and  Orphans  of  Deceased  Clergy"  was  organized  in  1846.  It 
holds  securities  amounting  in  value  to  $13,000,  and  has  done 
much  good  work. 

A  Fund  for  the  support  of  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  without 
taxation  of  Parishes  was  instituted  in  1836  by  the  gift  of  6-10 
acres  of  land  in  Baldwin  County,  Ala.,  by  Jacob  Lorillard.  of  Xev/ 
York.  This  fund  now  holds  securities  to  the  value  of  S39.000. 
and  about  $10,000  worth  of  land  in  Montgomery,  Ala.  It  con- 
tributes annually  Si. 500  towards  the  So.ooo  paid  the  two  Bishops. 

The  Diocese  expends  about  S4.000  each  year  on  missionary 
work  within  its  own  borders ;  only  fourteen  congregations  being 
entirely  self-supporting.     This  amount    is  raised  by    voluntary 
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contributions  based  upon   individual  plcdj^es,  and   is  expended 
(.iilircly  in  the  payment  of  salaries  to  sixteen  missionaries. 

The  following  statistics  enii^racc  1830  to  1898,  inclusive  : 

Baptisms,  24,921. 

Confirmations,  15,402. 

Marriages,  5,574. 

Burials,  11,184. 

Deacons  Made,  75. 

Priests  Ordained,  63. 

Churches  Consecrated,  50. 

The  present  condition  of  the  Diocese  is : 

Parishes,  Missions,  and  Congregations,  100. 

Clergy:  (Bishops,  2;  Priests,  31 ;  Deacons,  5)  38. 

Parishioners,  (circa)  12,117. 

Conmiunicants,  7,182. 

Total  Incomes  for  1897-98,  $86,527.58. 

Of  which  are  ministers'  salaries,  $29,000. 

The  following  is  a 

List  of  Parishes   and   Mission's,   Present   ^Minister,   and 
Date  of  Admission  into  Union  with  the  Diocese. 

881 

890 
8iii 
890 
890 
S73 
S87 
S94 
S47 
888 
855 
S39 

872 


Anniston — Grace  Church,  Joseph   F.  John,    

Anniston — St.  ^vlichael  and  All  An.a^els.  Joseph  H.  Wheelock. 

Athens— St.  Timothy,  Erastus  W.  Spalding,  D.  D 

Auburn — Holy  Innocents.  R.  C.  Jeter 

Bessemer— Trinity  Church.  Thos.  J.  Beard.  D.   D 

Birmingham — Church  of  the  Advent,  John  G.   Murray,    .... 

Birmingham — St.  Mary's  Church.  O.  P.  Fitzsimmons,   

Birmingham — St.  Mark's  Church.  Charles  W.   Haves 

Eoligee— St.  .Mark's  Church.  \Vm.  H.  Mitchell,  

Bon  Secour — St.  Peter's.  Gardiner  L.  Tucker 

Camden — St.  Marv's  Church.  Howard  R.  Walker 

Carlowville— St.  Paul's  Church.  M.  G.  Cassell 

Clayton — Grace  Church.  Innes  O.  Adams 

Decatur — St.  Paul's  Church  (Vacant) 

Demopolis — Trinity  Church.  John  A.  Harrison,  D.  D 

Eufaula — St.  James'  Church.  Innes  O.  Adams 

Eutaw — St.   Stephen's  Church.  W'm.  H.   Mitchell 

Evergreen — St.   Mary's  Church.  Geo.   R.  Upton 

Faunsdale — St.  Michael's,  \Vm.  A.  Stickncy 

Florence — Trinitv    Church.    Henrv    Kingham 

Forkland— St.  John's   Church.  Wm.   H.   Mitchell 

Gainesville— St.   Alban's  Church.  Wm.   H.  Mitchell 

Gallion— St.  Andrew's  Cliurch.  Richard  H.   Cnl)hs.   D.  D.... 
Greensboro— St.  Paul's  Church.   Richard  H.  C^hhs.  D.  D..   . 

Greenville — St.  Thomas'  Churcli.  Geo.   R.   Upton 

Hayneville — St.  .Vndrow's  Cluirch.  Geo.   R.  Upton 


P35 
S45 
846 
870 
S53 
841 
88  r 
8;8 
8i4 
8^0 
866 
^73 
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Iluntsvillc— Church  of  the  Nativity.  J.  M.  Banister,  D.  D 1843 

Jacksonville — St.    Luke's   Church,   W.   L.    Mellichampc 184'y 

LiviiiK'slon — St.  Janice'  Church,  Jp'..  J.    Harris 18.V) 

Lowndeshoro — St.  Paul's  CInirch,  Geo.  R.  Upton \9^/i 

Marion — St.  Wilfiid's  Cluirch.  Bertram  E.   Brown,  i8.V< 

Mobile— Christ  Church.  Joseph  L.  Tucker.  D.  D., i8v5 

Mobile— Trinitv  Church.   D.   C.   Peabf;dy,   1847 

Mobile— St.  John's  Church.  Gardiner  C.  Tucker.  D.   D 18:4 

Mobile — Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  James  J.  N.  Thompson,   ... 

Montgomery — St.   John's   Church    CVacant) l8.v 

MontjTomery — Church  of  the  Holy  Comforter.  Stewart  McQueen,.  .1864 

New  Decatur — St.  John's  Church.  Erastus  W.  Spalding,  D.  D. 

Opclika — Emanuel    Church,    R.    C.   Jeter,    1867 

Piedmont — Christ  Church,   W.   L.   Mellichampe 

Prattville— St.    Mark's    (Vacant) 1877 

Pushmataha — Calvarv  Church   (Vacant) 1859 

Selma— St.  Paul's  Church.  R.  W.  Rarnwell 18.^8 

Scottsboro- St.   Luke's  Church    (Vacant) 1881 

Sheflicld — Grace  Church.  Henrv  Kin^ham 1888 

Spring  Hill— St.  Paul's  Church'  Bisho-.  Wilmer 1859 

Talladcea — St.   Peter's  Church.   T.  Coleman  Horton,    1874 

Tilden— Grace  Church.  M.  G.  Cassell 1869 

Trinity  Station — Grace  Church  (Vacant) 1877 

Tuscumbia — St.  John's  Church.   Henry  Kingham \ 

Tuscaloosa — Christ   Church.   Walter   C.    W'hitaker 1830  *- 

Troy— St.  ^Lark's  Church.  J.  J.  D.  Hall j 

Union  Springs — Trinity  Church,  J.  J.  D.  Hall ' 

Uniontown — Church  nf  the  Holy  Cross.  Bertram  E.  Brown 1S45 

Whistler — St.  Paul's  Church,  Gardiner  L.  Tucker 1871  > 

MISSIONS.  I 

Avondale — Christ  Church  Mission,  O.  P.  Fitzsimmons iSqo 

Bridgeport — (Vacant) 

Carbon  Hill  and  Gallowav — St.  James'  Mission.  Thns.  J.  Beard,  D.  T).,\^g7  ; 

Cedar  Hill— St.  Paul's  Mission.  Hov/ard  R.  Walker 1S95 

Citronelle — St.  Thomas'  Church,  Gardiner  L.  Tucker,   

Columbia — St.  Paul's  Mission,  Innes  O.  Adams 

Fort  Payne— St.   Luke's   Mission    (Vacant) 1S91 

Gadsden — The  Mission  of  the  Holy  Comforter.  J.  F.  Goldman 1801 

Montevallo — Mission    (Vacant) 1888 

Montgomerj' — The   .Annunciation    (Vacant) 

Montgomery — The  Ploly   Innocents.    Stewart   McQueen 

Mount  Meigs — Grace  Church  Mission.  R.  C.  Jeter 1893 

Orrville— Mission.   M.   G.   Caswell 1803 

Perdue  Hill— Howard  R.  Walker,   '. 1893 

Stanton— ^L  G.  Cassell ^ 

Syllacauga — T.   Coleman   Horton 

Tyler's— St.  Peter's  Mission.  M.  G.  Cassell 1805 

Woodlawn — Grace  Church  Mission.  Thos.  J.  Beard.  D.  D., 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTE. 

By  the  Editor. 

The  literature  of  the  Church  is  not  extensive.  In  the  li-ts  below  are 
presented  such  references  as  have  been  found  both  as  to  Churches  and 
the  Clergy.  The  special  work  of  the  several  ministers,  so  far  as  known 
at  the  time  of  compilation,  is  presented  in  Owen's  Bibliography  of  Ala- 
bama, under  their  respective  names. 


y'A  .i^y^u. 


'(Ti,V/ 


'•HJT 


!;   'tl 


Episcopal  Church  in  Aiab-inja.—  Cobb.s  and  IVhilakcr.       87 

The  CiiukCH. 

Under  the  title  History  of  the  f'yol:s'n:u  Church  in  Alobaina  1763-18^^1 
( L'.irniiiighani,  Rohcrtf,  li  Son,  :j?oS).  Rev.  '.Va'Uci  C.  Whitaker,  one  of 
the  compilers  of  the  torepoinq;  paper,  har.  prv-'.ntcu  "a  iiistory.  not  of 
bishops,  priests,  or  pari-hes.  ln:t  of  a  dioce^aIl  Ch'.ueli."  rie  rij.cidly  sac- 
rifices detail  to  comprehensiveness  of  statemeni.  ori<i  but  little  can  be 
learned  through  his  work  of  the  parishes  of  the  Diocese,  or  of  the 
Cltrgy  who  have  labored  ir.  the  tiel'J  froiii  the  beginnin;^.  Within  the 
limits,  however,  which  the  author  set  fur  himself,  his  work  attains 
a  high  standard  of  c.raUcncc. 

Bishop  Wilmer's  Rcmin'.sccnccs  of  a  Grav.dfaihcr  (New  York,  1S87)  is 
autobiogrpaical  and  har-  much  pass.-.v,  relating'  lO  the  Churcii. 

Thomas  H.  Clark's  "Rtjiii^ious  Hifiory,''  in  Memorial  Record  of  Ala- 
bama, vol.  ii,  pp.  241-J,  contains  a  very  meagre  accouni  of  the  Protestant 
Churches  of  the  State. 

In  Rev.  Greenouph  White's  Saint  of  the  Southern  Church  there  is  of 
course  to  be  found  much   Diocesan  hi-tory. 

The  struggle  of  the  Church  for  tlic  election  of  a  Bishop  is  set  forth 
in  a  paper  styled  "Our  First  Bish;)p,"  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Whitaker  in  the 
Montgomery  Adi'crtiscr.  Nov.  il    1894.  reprinted  from  the  Church.  Record. 

In  1S94,  "A  Question  of  Ministerial  Prerogative"  arose  between  the 
Rector,  Rev.  J.  L.  Tucker,  and  the  Vestry  of  St.  John's  Church  Mobile. 
This  attracted  attention  all  over  the  country;  and  the  conclusion  was 
printed  as  the  Debate  and  Findings  of  the  Sta)\ding  Committee  of  the  Diocese 
of  Alabama  zcith  the  Bishof^'s  Decision  (Mobile.  1895.  8vo.  pp.  8.^.).  Bishop 
Wilmer  has  stated  that  in  no  other  single  publication  can  there  be  found 
so  clear  a  presentation  of  Church  law.  It  appears  that  the  brunt  of  the 
clerical  argument  fell  on  Mr.  Tucker,  whose  contentions  were  sustained. 

The  contest  just  after  the  Civil  War  between  Bishop  Wilmer  and  the 
military  authorities  in  Alabama,  arising  from  the  issuance  of  the  cele- 
brated "pastoral  letter''  to  his  clergy  in  which  he  "told  them  that  "the 
prayer  for  all  those  in  civil  authority'  was  out  of  place  and  utterly  incon- 
gruous under  the  present  state  of  affairs."  is  quite  fully  drawn  out  in  his 
Reminisce)!ces.  etc.,  pp.  139-147.  It  is  also  carefully  gone  over,  with  the 
original  documents,  in  V.'hitaker's  History,  etc..  pp.  171-187.  The  Journals 
of  the  Diocese  have  "a  very  full  statement  of  the  whole  matter."  There 
is  a  brief  synoptical  view  in  the  Centennial  History  of  the  Church  in  America. 

Rev.  George  M.  "Everhart  has  prepared  a  History  of  Hamner  Hall  (1SS7), 
the  former  Church  school.  Other  educational  eli'orts  are  reviewed  in 
Whitaker. 

The  Diocesan  Journals  appear  annually.  For  full  list,  with  biblio- 
graphical detail,  see  Owen's  BibHogra(-hy  of  Alabama.  Several  complete 
sets  of  these  Journals  are  preserved. 

The  followinsr  Church  periodicals  have  been  published:  The  Church 
Register.  186S.  edited  bv  -Rev.  J.  H.  TickTior:  The  Old  Church  I'ath. 
1878-1882.  edited  by  Rev.  George  K.  Hunt:  The  Ali'mma  Churehman. 
i88S-g,  edited  by  Rev.  L.  W.  Rose:  and  the  Church  Record  of  Alabama, 
1892-99,  edited  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Whitaker. 

The  Clergy. 

The  references  jclow  do  not  extend  to  general  compilations,  such  as 
Appleton's  Cyclopedia  of  Biography,  or  Lloyd's  Clerical  Directory.  Proba- 
bly some  titles  have  escaped  attention. 

Rev.  Nicholas  Hamner  Cobbs  was  the  first  Bishop  of  the  Diocese. 
He  is  fortunate  in  having  Rev.  Greenough  White.  Sewanee,  Tenn.,  as  a 
biographer.  In  A  Saint  of  the  Soutliern  Church  (New  York.  James  Pott 
fc  Co.,  1898,  Svo.  pp.  183.)  he  di-lineates  with  master  skill  the  life  and 
work  of  this  nov.-  sainted  servant  of  the  Most  High.  On  May  4.  1861, 
the    Rev.     Geo.    F.    Cushman,    Rector   of    St.    Luke's     Church,    Cahaba, 
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preached  a  iiKuioria!  sermon  on  liii  life — 'The  Israehtc  without  guile" — 
before  the  Convention  of  the  Diocese  (8vo.  pp.  Z7-)-  Extracts  from  ihi, 
sermon  arc  in  W'lhncr's  licminisccKCCs.  p.  249.  ct.  scq.  Bishop  Henry  C 
Lay,  of  Ark.,  puhIi^IK•d  in  tin-  Church  Rcvicu.',  c.  1861.  an  appreciatnc 
sketch.  In  Rev.  Philip  Slaughter's  iSristol  Parish  (2nci  ed.  iHjO)  \'\>- 
45-51.  and  in  Brewer's  Alabama,  pp.  458-9,  will  be  found  short  sketclie-j. 
In  Whitaker  there  is  much  pertaining  to  his  ministerial  life,  with  portrait. 
There  is  also  a  portrait  in  \ViIn»er,  p.  24,2. 

The  secimd  Bishop  was  Rev.  R.  H.  W'ilmer.  who  is  now  living.  An 
account  of  his  consecration  is  to  be  found  in  the  Life  of  Bishop  Meade, 
the  last  ofticial  act  of  this  veneraijle  prelate.  In  his  Recent  Past  from  a 
Southcr)t  Staiuipciiit.  Rcjiiiiu'sccnccs.  etc.,  (  Xew  York.  1887,  8vo.  pp.  2fii). 
the  Bishop  reveals  to  us  his  strength  of  thought  and  intellectuality,  v.ith 
glim[)ses  from  the  inner  life.  The  l>ook  deals  with  "'matters  political. 
sectional,  social,  and  ecclesiastical,"  with  engaging  frankness  and  courage. 
It  contains  his  portrait.  Whitaker  has  the  work  of  his  episcopate,  v.-ith 
portrait. 

The  Assistant  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  is  Rev.  Henry  Melville  Jack- 
son, of  whose  life  there  is  an  account  in  Brant  and  Fuller's  Memorial 
Record  of  Alabama,  vol.  ii,  p.  695. 

An  interesting  and  touching  sketch  of  Rev.  A.  A.  Muller,  one  of  the 
earliest  rectors  of  Chri-t  Church.  Tuscaloosa,  is  given  in  William  R. 
Smith's  Reminiscences  (18S9),   pp.    161-170. 

An  edition  of  the  Select  Sermons  of  Rev.  Nathaniel  P.  Knapp,  rector  of  | 

Christ   Church,   Mobile,      was    issued   oy   Rev.    Wm.   Johnson,    rector  of  ' 

Christ    Church.    Tuscaloosa    (Phila.,    1855,   8vo.    pp.   502),    with    '"a   brief  i 

sketch."  and  portrait.     There  are  tifty-nine  sermons.  ' 

In    Teeple    and    Smith's    Jetferscn    County    and   Birmingham    TiSS")    are  ^ 

biographies  ol  Rev.  Thomas   T.    Beard,  D.    D..   pp.   .318-220.  and  of  Rev.  ; 

James  Alexander  Van  Hoose,  pp.  470-472.  both  of  Birmingham.  \ 

In  Smith  and  DeLand's  Xortlicnt  Alabama  (iSS-S)  are  sketches  of 
Rev.  John  Munro  Banister.  Huntsville.  p.  272;  Rev.  Robert  W.  Barn- 
well, Selma.  p.  696;  Rev.  Stephen  U.  Smith.  Eutaw.  p.  201:  and  Rev. 
James  H.  Stringfellow,  Tuscaloosa,   p.  547.  * 

In  Brant  and  Fuller's  Memorial  Record  of  Alabama  (1894)  are  biographi- 
cal sketches  of  Rev.  O.  P.  Fitzsimmons.  Birmingham,  vol.  ii.  p.  877:  Rev. 
J.    F.   Smith,   Prattville,   vol.   ii,   p.  9S3;   Dr.    Horace   Strinorfellow.    Mont-  ^ 

gomery,  vol.  ii.  p.  751.  and  Rev.  Gardiner  C.  Tuclcer,  Mobile,  p.  608.  | 

There  is  a  sketch  of  Rev.  Innes  O.  Adams.  Eufaula,  in  Goodspeed's 
Memoirs  of  Central  Arka>tsas  (1SS9),  pp.  148-9.  ? 

In  the  Trade  edition  of  the  Florence  Herald.  Oct.  14.  1897,  is  a  shon 
account  of  the  life  work  of  Rev.  Henry  Kingham.  Florence,  with  portrait. 

William  Gilmorc  Siinms'  Mellichanipe.  a  Legend  of  the  SaHtee  (1836)  has 
an  account  of  the  ancestors  of  Rev.  W.  Lawton  Mellichampe,  of  Jack- 
sonville. 

P.\KISHES. 

Of  the  several  parishes  there  are  few  satisfactory  histories.  Such  as 
are  e.xtant  fail  in  many  of  the  essentials  desired  in  local  history  writing; 
and  ail  are  parts  of  general  works.  Xo  emphasis  whatever  appears  to  be 
laid  on  the  development  and  presentation  of  the  spiritual  side  of  parish 
life.  i 

Christ  Church.  Mobile,  the  oldest  church  in  the  Diocese,  issues  Year 
Books  (Svo)  regularly,  the  first  being  printed  for  i8St.  This  initial  num- 
ber ha'^  a  valuable  collection  of  "Historical  Reminiscences  of  Christ 
Church  Parish.     Contributed  by  several  of  the  older  members." 

Christ  Church,  Tuscaloosa,  the  next  in  order  of  date,  in  1894.  published 
a  Year  Book  (8vo.  pp.  ^2).  prepared  by  the  rector.  Rev.  W.  C.  Whitaker, 
in  which  are  many  interestim::  facts.  There  is  a  mere  reference  to  the 
existence  of  this  church  in  Smith  and  DeLand's  Xortherii  Alaba:na.  p.  515. 


Episcopal  Church  in  Alabama. — Cobbs  and  IVhitakcr.       89 

A  more  than  local  sketch  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent.  Birmin(?ham, 
is  in  Teeplc  and  Smith's  Jcffcrsnn  County  and  Birmingham  (1.S.S7J,  pp.  21J- 
J18.  Il  i>rcsents  conditions  and  tlemtnts  of  church  growth,  the  clergy, 
buildings,  etc. 

Blue's  Churches  of  Montgomery  (1878),  pp.  36-44,  has  a  full  and  exhaus- 
tive account  of  St.  John's,  Montgomery,  with  ministers,  work  of  the 
vestry  and   buildings. 

The  history  of  St.  Paul's,  Selma,  with  an  account  of  the  laying  of  the 
cornerstone  ^Iarch  20.  1839,  is  given  by  Hardy  in  Selma;  her  Institutions 
and  her  Men    (1879),   pp.   34,    122-124. 

Little's  History  of  Butler  County  (1885),  p.  89,  has  brief  notice  of  St. 
Thomas,  Greenville. 

Smith  and  DeLand's  Northern  /ilabama  (1S88),  a  miscellaneous  collec- 
tion of  county  and  town  sketches  and  biographies,  contains  meager  ac- 
counts of  Grace  Church,  Anniston.  p.  474;  St.  Paul's,  Greeensboro,  p 
557;  St.  Mark's,  Troy.  p.  724:  and  St.  John's,  Tuscumbia,  p.  429.  In  1862 
the  Federal  Army  occupied  the  last  named  chnrch  building,  and  destroyed 
"a  largo  part  of  the  Register,  hence  only  a  partial  record  is  preserved, 
1858-1^:66." 

"Old  St.  Luke's  Parish.  Cahaba,"  is  the  subject  of  a  paper  in  the  Church 
Record,  reprinted  in  the  Montgomery  Advertiser.  June  10,  1894.  The  Par- 
ish Register  is  preserved  in  Selma. 

Snedicor's  Directory  of  Greene  County  ("1856).  then  including  what  is  now 
Hale  county,  has  a  list,  showing  location,  pastors,  and  number  of  com- 
municants in  the  churches  of  the  county,  p.  58. 

Tharin's  Directory  of  Marengo  (1861),  p.  47,  has  the  same  for  that 
county. 


XI.  THE  ALABAMA-MISSISSIPPI   BOUNDARY. 
By  John  Hoi.Lfs  BAXkTir.AD,-  of  Fayette. 

The  followinjL,'-  letter  is  contributed  for  the  purpose  of  addinj; 
some  new  facts  to  an  iniportaiit  subject — tlie  State's  boundaries, 
but  more  especially  to  call  attention  to  the  mass  of  valuable  ma- 
terial relating  to  Alabama,  stored  in  the  Government  archives. 
The  extent  of  the  collections  in  these  repositories  cannot  be  ap- 
preciated until  etifcrt  at  location  is  directed  to  specific  subjects, 
as  in  the  present  case. 

The  various  Departments,  owing  to  the  increased  demands  for 
the  use  of  the  material  in  their  keeping,  have  been  stimulated  to 
an  exploration  of  its  extent,  and  the  preparation  of  printed  and 
other  indexes  to  its  character  and  location.  It  is,  therefore, 
practically  easy  to  determine,  on  application,  whether  or  not  par- 
ticular items  of  information  are  to  be  found.     Access  is  also 

'J.  H.  Bankhead,  son  of  James  Greer  and  Susan  Flemming  (Hollis) 
Bankhead.  was  born  in  Moscow,  Marion  County  (now  Lamar).  .\la.. 
Sept.  1.3,  1842.  Paternally  he  is  Scotch-Irish.  James  Bankhead  emigrat- 
ing from  North  Ireland  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  and  settling 
on  Broad  River.  Union  District.  South  Carolina.  He  was  a  large  land 
owner,  and  the  principal  founder  of  the  old  town  of  Pinckne>wil:e.  His 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Black.  Of  nine  children.  George  Bankhead  married 
Jane  Greer  (daughter  of  \Vm.  Greer  and  r\Iary  McCurdy).  and  moving 
Westward,  finally  I'^-cated  in  Marion  County.  Ala.,  where  he  reared  his 
family  and  died.  His  son,  James  Greer  Bankhead.  married  Susan  Flem- 
ming Hollis.  daughter  of  Col.  John  Hollis  and  Letitia  Holliday.  son  of 
John  Hollis  fa  Capt.  in  the  Revolutionary  War),  and  Margaret  Knight- 
on. The  Hollis  family  is  English,  emigrating  first  to  Maryland  and  thence 
to  Fairfield  District.  S.  C.  and  thence  to  Ala.  He  is  self  educated.  He 
served  four  years  in  the  Confederate  .Army  in  the  i6th  Regt..  Ala.  Vol. 
Inf..  and  was  three  times  wounded,  .\fter  the  war  he  had  various  business 
interests:  represented  Marion  County  in  the  General  Assembly  for  the 
sessions  of  1865-66,  1S66-67;  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1876-77: 
and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  Lamar  County.  18S0-81:  and  wa- 
Warden  of  the  Alabama  Penitentiary  from  1S81  to  18S5.  He  has  been 
successi\ely  a  member  of  the  50th.  51st.  s^d.  53d.  54th.  55th.  and  56th 
Congresses  from  the  Sixth  Alabama  District.  His  wife  is  Taiiulah  Tame^. 
daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Stjrlcy)  Brockman.  old  Greenville.  S. 
C  families.  For  a  more  extended  sketch  sec  Teeple  and  Smith's  Jcfrcr- 
son  Ccutity  and  Birniingham  (1887).  pp.  442-3.  F^ir  latest  -sketch,  with  por- 
trait, see  Tuscaldosa  Times.  68th  .\nniver-ary  and  Trade  Edition.  May 
12,  i8<,o.  For  ancestry  of  his  wife's  family  ^fi"  "Bryant  Lester,  of  Lunen- 
burg Co.,  \'a.,  and  his  Descendants,"  by  Th'->mas  M.  Owen,  in  Publica- 
tions Southern  History  Association,  April,  1897.  vol.  i.  pp.  127-137. 
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easily  obtainable,  either  f<>r  examination  or  copying,  >.o  far  as  the 
i:>;e  of  the  papers  and  records  d«jes  not  interfere  with  current 
work.  In  some  instances,  as  the  Pension  Bureau,  a  special  force 
is  employed  to  res[)ond  to  incjuiries  by  the  public. - 

It  is  understood  that  the  Al.mjama  History  Commission 
will  make  an  exhaustive  examination  and  report  on  all  of  these 
materials  so  far  as  they  pertain  to  the  vState. 

F.  W.  Mondcll  to  John  H.  Bankhcad. 

Dkpartment  of  the  Interior, 
General  Land   Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  jo,  i8g8. 
Hon.  J.  H.  Bankhcad, 

Fayette,  Alabama. 
Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  July  2y,  1898,  re- 
ferring to  the  Act  of  March  2.  1819.  (3  [U.  S.]  Stats.,  489)  provid- 
ing for  the  admission^  of  Alabama  into  the  Union,  the  2d  section 
of  which  you  say  specifies  that  the  western  boundary,  in  part, 
shall  run  due  south  from  the  X.  W.  corner  of  Washington  Coun- 
ty to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  runs  S.  E. 
to  the  Gulf,  wdiich  fact  finds  explanation  in  the  discretion  given 
the  surveyors  in  the  3d  section  of  the  act,  which  provides  that 
the  line  can  be  run  S.  E.  if  it  "will  encroach  on  the  counties  of 
Wayne"  etc.,  in  ^Mississippi,  and  you  ask  for  copies  of  all  papers 

*  Airs.  Ellen  Hardin  Walworth  discussing  the  "'Value  of  National  \r- 
chives"  before  the  American  Historical  Association.  July,  1893.  says: 
'"The  Government  of  the  United  States,  with  all  the  excuses  which  have 
been  presented,  still  appears  to  have  been  culpably  negligent  in  the  col- 
lection and  preservation  of  the  National  archives." — Report.  iSgj.  p.  ^l. 

Mr.  A.  Howard  Clark,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  after  describing 
to  the  same  body.  Dec.  1894.  "What  the  United  States  Government  has 
done  for  History,"  declares  that  "No  nation  ever  possessed  more  com- 
plete records  of  its  history,  than  are  now  preserved  in  the  Federal  and 
State  archives,"  etc.,  and  also  "Though  the  Government  has  done  so 
much,  yet  much  more  remains  undone." — Rcl-ort.  iSoJ.  p.  55-.  At  the 
same  session.  Mr.  Andrew  H.  Allen  reported  on  "The  Historical  Archives 
of  the  Department  of  State." — Ibid,  p.  2S1-J08. 

There  are  a  number  of  Government  Reports  which  indicate  the  special 
nature  of  collections  in  the  several  Departments.  But  the  best  general 
account  is  given  in  Justin  Winsor's  Narratii'c  and  Critical  History  of  A'licr- 
ica.  vol.  viii.  pp.  41,^426.  in  an  appendix  on  manuscript  s^'^urces.  etc..  in 
Federal  archives,  where  all  special  references  to  particular  location  and 
character  of  material  are  given. 

'For  Act  creating  Alabama  Territory.  Afarch  t,.  1S17,  sec  U.  S.  Stat,  at 
Large,  vol.  iii.  p.  .^71,  and  for  Alabama  Enabling  Act  .ScV  Ibid.  p.  480  ct  scq. 
A  general  discussion  of  all  b'^undaries  01  .Mabama  is  to  be  found  in  Gan- 
nett's  Boundaries  of  tlie  i'nited  States  (1S85V  pp.   iGJ-103. 
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or  reports  whatever  nia^c  by  the  surveyors  in  running  the  boun- 
darv,  and  if  the  same  has  been  printed  you  request  to  be  advised 
as  to  wliere  it  can  be  found. 

In  rei)lv,  I  have  tlie  honor  to  state  that  the  matter  relating,' 
to  the  survey  of  the  boundary  line  between  Alaljama  and  Missis- 
sippi is  not  in  printed  form. 

Upon  examining  the  records  and  files  of  this  ofifice  consider- 
able data  with  reference  to  the  subject  is  found. 

There  are  on  fde  about  60  photolithographic  copies  of  plats  of 
townships  and  fractional  townshii)s  in  the  western  part  of  Ala- 
bama showing  the  boundary  line  and  the  connections  or  closings 
of  section  lines  on  said  boundary  line. 

Uncertified  photolithographic  copies  of  these  plats  will  be 
furnished  at  the  rate  of  25  cents  for  each  plat  or  $15  for  all. 
If  certified  photolithographic  copies  are  desired,  the  fee  will  be 
50  cents  per  plat  and  10  cents  for  a  revenue  stamp  on  each  plat,  or 
$36  for  the  60  plats,  duly  certified  including  the  revenue  stamps. 

Other  papers  are  found  as  follows : 

1.  A  copy  of  plat,  certified  to  by  John  Coftee  surveyor  gen- 
eral for  Alabama  under  date  of  June  26,  1822,  of  the  survey  of 
that  part  of  the  boundary  line  from  the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek 
on  the  Tennessee  River  to  the  N.  \V.  corner  of  Washington 
County,  executed  by  James  W.  Exum.  The  fee  for  a  certified 
tracing  of  this  plat  is  $5.10. 

2.  ]Map  of  that  part  of  said  boundary  line  from  the  Choctaw 
boundary  south  to  the  Gulf  of  ^Mexico,  made  under  the  direction 
of  Thomas  Freeman,  a  certified  tracing  of  which  will  be  furnish- 
ed for  $9.10. 

3.  Map  showing  a  portion  of  the  townships  through  which 
the  line  passes,  (Ts.  11  to  20,  Rs.  16  &:  17  W.,  Alabama).  The 
photolithographic  copies  of  plats  above  described  give  more  com- 
plete data  than  the  map.  but  if  a  certified  tracing  of  said  map 
is  desired,  the  fee  therefore  is  S6.10. 

4.  Field  notes  of  the  survey  of  that  part  of  the  boundary  line 
between  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  from  the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek 
to  the  X.  \V.  corner  of  Washington  County,  executed  by  James 
W.  Exum  and  examined  and  approved  by  John  CofTee.  sur\-eyor 
general,  October  12.  1820. 

The  estimated  cost  of  a  certified  copy  of  tlie  above  described 
field  notes,  is  Si 7. 10  including  the  revenue  stamp. 
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Ill  addition  to  the  above  the  t'oli<nv!n;^  papers  arc  found,  viz: 
(ij  Copies  of  Instructions  tc  janics  W.  t.xum.  dated  A[)rii  2S, 
1820,  from  Thomas  Freeman  to  the  Conimissioner  of  General 
relative  to  the  survey  of  said  boundary  line;  [2]  copy  of  Agree- 
ment, dated  May  29,  1820,  between  Joiin  Coffe<-.  surveyor  gen- 
eral, of  Alabama,  and  Tiiomas  Freeman,  surveyor  of  U.  S.  lands 
south  of  Tennessee,  as  to  v/hat  portions  of  the  line  should  be 
run  under  each  ones  direction;  [3!  letter  dated  September  30, 
1820,  from  Thomas  Freeman  to  ihe  Commissioners  of  General 
Land  Office,  transmitting  certain  papers;  [4I  letter  from  J-jhn 
Coffee,  dated  Oct(3ber  12,  1S20,  10  the  Commissi'-jner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  transmitting  papers  in  regard  to  the  matter; 
[5]  letter  from  Thomas  Freeman  dated  Septeml^er  30,  1820,  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  transmitting  a  map 
of  that  portion  of  the  boundary  line  extending  from  the  Choctaw 
boundary  line  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  [6]  letter  from  John 
Coffee,  dated  October  12,  1820,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
General  Land  Office  stating  the  cause  of  delay  in  making  his 
report  of  the  survey;  [7]  letter  from  John  Coffee  to  James  \V. 
Exum  appointed  him  a  surveyor  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary 
line  from  the  mouth  of  Bear  Creak  on  the  Tennessee  River  to  the 
N.  W.  corner  of  Washington  County,  Alabama ;  [8]  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  dated  November  2, 
1820,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  transmitting 
a  map  and  field  notes  of  the  boundary  line,  also  other  papers. 

If  you  desire  certified  copies  of  these  last  named  papers  an  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  thereof  v.ill  be  furnished  you,  and  should  you 
desire  them  please  state  whether  you  wish  them  certified  under 
separate  seals  or  whether  if  they  are  certified  under  one  seal  they 
will  answer  your  purpose,  as  the  fee  charged  will  be  at  the  rate  of 
15  cents  per  hundred  words  for  the  copies  and  Si  additional  for 
the  certificate  and  seal  of  this  office  with  an  extra  charge  of  10 
cents  for  a  revenue  stamp  to  be  attached  to  each  certificate. 

Very  respectfully, 

'  (Signed)  F.  \V.  :Moxdell. 

Acting:  Commissioner. 
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SURVEYORS-GENERAL. 
By  the  Editor. 

The  ofTicc  of  Surveyor-Goneral  was  one  of  much  importance.  The 
Mississippi  Territory  was  created  April  7.  1798.  but  it  was  not  until  March 
3,  1803.  that  Congress  passed  the  first  of  a  Ions,'  series  of  Acts  in  relation 
to  public.  lands  in  its  limits.  This  Act  provided  for  "'a  surveyor  of  land-; 
of  the  United  Stated  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee." — United  States 
Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  ii.  p.  229. 

(i)  Isaac  Briggs,  of  ^Id.,  was  appointed  to  this  position  April  7,  1803. 
and  permanently  commissioned  Nov.  18.  1803.  On  March  2,  1805.  the 
public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans  was  placed  in  this  district. — Ibid, 
vol.  ii,  p.  324. 

(2)  Seth  Pease,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  succeeded  Briggs,  March  2. 
1807.  On  April  12,  1S12.  the  district  was  further  enlarged  by  the  addition 
of  the  public  lands  south  of  the  line  31°  north  latitude  and  between  the 
Mississippi  and  Perdido  rivers. — Ibid,  vol.  ii,  p.  713. 

(3)  Thomas  Freeman,  born  in  Ireland,  succeeded  Pease,  Aug.  27,  1810. 
was  permanently  commissioned  Jan.  10,  i8ti,  and  continued  in  oftice  until 
his  death  in  1821.  He  was  an  e.xcellent  man.  See  sketch  in  Claiborne's 
Mississif'pi  CiSSo),  p.  207,  note. 

(4)  On  March  3.  1817.  an  additional  surveyor  was  provided  for  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  the  Northern  district  of  Mis:^issippi  Territory. — U.  S.  Stat,  at 
Large,  vol.  iii,  p.  375.  To  this  position  Gen.  John  CotTee.  of  Tenn.  (born 
in  Prince  Edward  Co.,  Va.)  was  appointed  March  6,  1817.  On  April  20, 
1818,  the  limits  of  the  district  were  restricted  to  .Alabama  Territory. 
— U.  S.  Stat,  at  Large,  vol.  iii.  p.  446.  He  was  successively  commissioned 
for  Alabama  Feb.  17.  1823,  Jan.  10,  1827,  and  July  9,  1831.  He  died  in 
office  July  7. '1833.  He  was  a  man  of  superior  attainments.  A  valuable 
sketch  of  him  prepared  by  Col.  James  F.  Saunders,  is  in  Smith  and  De- 
Land's  Northern  Alabama  (188S),  pp.  298-306;  steel  portrait. 

(5)  James  H.  Weaklej'  succeeded  CotTee,  July  20.  1833, 

The  list  of  sur\'eyors-ceneral  on  p.  171  of  Thomas  Donaldson's  Public 
Domain  (1884)  is  unreliai)le.  The  foregoing  facts  have  been  gleaned  from 
the  office  of  the  State  Department,  the  General  Land  OfHce,  and  the 
Statutes  at  Large. 


XII.  CREEK  WAR  INCIDENTS. 
By  Henry  Sale  H.\ebert/  of  Crawford,  Miss. 

INTRODUCTION'. 

The  incidents  narrated  below,  while  of  a  minor  character,  can^ 
not  fail  of  interest  as  being  in  the  main  a  contribution  of  new  facts, 
and  of  additional  facts  as  to  well  known  events.  They  arc  all 
believed  to  be  authentic. 

The  facts,  except  as  to  the  Holy  Ground  and  Seekaboo,  were 
obtained  from  Rev.  Josiah  Allen  and  his  brother  Henry,  sons 
of  Drury  Allen,  who  early  settled  in  South  Alabama  and  parti- 
cipated in  the  stirring  events  of  the  Creek  War.  These  brothers 
were  men  of  intelligence  and  well  preserved  memories.  They 
were  in  the  midst  of  all  the  events  they  described,  and  have  on 
more  than  one  occasion  narrated  these  as  well  as  other  occur- 
ences with  remarkable  clearness. - 

'  H.  S.  Halbert.  son  of  Percival  and  Jane  {Ozaoi)  Halbcrt.  was  horn 
three  miles  northwest  of  old  Yorkville.  Pickens  Co.,  .A.la..  Jan.  14.  i837- 
He  was  educated  at  Union  University  under  the  Presidency  of  Dr.  J.  H. 
Eaton.  Later  he  went  to  Texas,  and  during  the  greater  part  of  1S60  was 
in  a  Regiment  of  Texas  State  Troops,  commanded  by  Col.  M.  T.  John- 
son. Attached  to  this  command  were  several  companies  of  friendly  In- 
dians from  the  Washita  Agency,  being  composed  of  Caddoes.  Absentee 
Shawnees,  Delawares,  Tonkaways,  Kechies  and  Wacoes.  The  ch.iefs 
Placido  and  Jose  Maria  commanded  respectively  the  Tonkaways  and 
Caddo  tribes.  He  was  in  several  campaigns  against  the  Comanches  and 
Kioways.  In  1861  he  again  sor\-ed  in  the  Indian  campaigns,  but  in  the 
battalion  of  Maj.  Dalrymple.  Enlisting  in  the  summer  of  1861  in  the 
6th  Texas  Regiment.  C.  S.  Vols.,  he  saw  continuous  service  until  disabled 
by  a  wound  at  New  Hope,  Ga..  May  26,  1864.  After  eight  month?  he  re- 
covered and  returned  to  his  command  and  served  until  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities. Since  the  war  he  has  been  teaching;  and  for  the  past  few  years 
he  has  devoted  his  time  almost  wholly  to  educational  work  among  the 
Mississippi  Choctaws.  He  has  done  much  valuable  historical  work,  and 
has  devoted  some  attention  to  archaeology.  For  account  of  his  literary 
work  see  Owen's  BibliograpJiy  of  Alabama,  pp.  959-960. 

*  Drury  Allen  emigrated  from  Edgefield  District.  S.  C,  to  South  Ala- 
bama in  i8ri  or  12.  bringing  his  wife,  who  was  Miss  Margaret  W'aite.  and 
five  children.  His  son.  Rev,  Josiah  .Alien  was  born  Jan.  20.  iSoo,  a,nd 
W'hen  not  fourteen  year?  of  age  enlisted  in  Sam  Dales  Company.  He 
was  a  Congregational  Methodi.-t  mini?ter,  and  died  at  his  home  in  the 
southwest  corner  of  Jasper  County.  Miss..  Dec,  iSoi.  Henry  Allen,  an- 
other son.  was  born  in  1801.  and  died  in  Jasper  county.  1803.  An  ac- 
count of  the  .-Mien  family  emigration  is  narrated  in  Ball's  Clarke  Couv.ty, 
Alabama  (1S82),  pp.  317-319. 
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The  Holy  Ground  Incident  was  received  from  Mr.  Spencer 
Wade,  a;:jed  about  77  years,  now  livinj^f  near  Lake  Como,  Jasj^rr 
County,  Miss.,  the  son  of  Red<lin  Wade,  who  was  in  the  battle 
of  the  Holy  Ground. 

The  fate  of  Seekaboo  was  learned  from  a  very  reliable  and 
upright  Indian,  Hemonubbee,  whom  the  writer  interviewed  ten 
years  aj^o,  in  response  to  a  sug'gestion  from  che  late  Dr.  Lyman 
C.  Draper,  eminent  as  author  and  collector.  The  statements 
were  voluntary.' 

I.    C.M'T.    SAM    D.KLE.* 

About  the  middle  of  July,  1813.  soon  after  Fort  Glass  was  com- 
pleted, Captain  Sam  Dale  and  his  brother  James  Dale  arrived 
there.  They  were  on  tiie  point  of  returning  to  Georgia,  when 
the  citizens  recognizing  Dale  as  a  good  officer,  begged  him  to 
stay  with  them,  offering  to  give  him  the  command  of  the  fort. 
Dale  hesitated  for  some  time.  At  last,  he  said.  "Well  my  life 
is  no  more  valuable  than  any  body  else's,  so  I  will  stay  with 
you."  He  was  fortwith  unanimously  elected  to  command  the 
fort.  This  explains  why  Dale  was  in  command  at  this  point. 
Rev.  Josiah  Allen,  of  Jasper  County,  Miss.,  and  his  brother 
Henr\'  Allen,  among  others,  were  present. 

On  the  morning  of  the  last  day's  march  to  the  Holy  Ground, 
one  of  Dale's  men  was  attacked  with  a  severe  illness  and  fell  back 
to  the  rear  with  a  comrade,  Drury  Allen,  (father  of  Josiah  and 
Henry  Allen  above),  who  agreed  to  stay  with  him  and  take  care 
of  him.  Both  followed  slowly  in  the  track  of  the  advancing 
army.  About  dark,  this  fact  was  reported  to  Dale,  who  instantly 
took  two  or  three  men,  and  with  a  supply  of  lightwood  torches, 
for  the  night  was  very  dark,  started  back  in  quest  of  the  belated 
men.  He  fortunately  met  them  within  a  mile  of  the  Holy  Ground 
slowly  making  their  way  to  camp.     This  little  incident  is  per- 

*  Hemoniibhee  was  the  son  of  Fillamotubbee.  one  of  Pushma- 
taha's warriors.  He  died  in  18S9.  aged  about  90,  at  his  old  home  eight 
miles  southeast  of  Philadelphia.  Xeshoba  County.  Miss.  His  farm  was 
on  the  south  side  of  Cushtusha  creek.  He  was  married  several  times  and 
has  numerous  descendants  in  Miss,  and  in  the  Choctaw  Nation.  A  sister. 
in  tile  30*s.  married  a  Scotch  Indian  agent,  Hu^^h  McDonald,  and  became 
the  ancestor  of  the  McDonald  Indians  in  south  Xeshoba. 

*  His  career  is  fully  portrayed  in  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne's  Life  and  Tbr.es  of 
Cm.  Sam.  Dale  (Xew  York.  1S60.  umo.  pp.  i."3:  ills.).  An  extended  re- 
view of  this  work  appeared  in  the  Georgia  University  Magazine,  which 
was  reprinted  in  the  Dallas  (Ala.)  Gazette.  March  24.  1854. 
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]iaf)S  worthy  of  being  placed  on  record,  as  it  illustrates  Dale's 
kin<lness  of  licart  and  lii«  regard  for  his  solchers. 

2.   THE    FIKil    BLOOD    SliiD    /N    CLARKK    COL'XTY. 

The  place  where  the  first  blood  was  shed  in  Clarke  county 
was  half  a  mile  west  of  the  nine  niile  post  on  the  Suj,'gsvi!le  and 
Choctaw  Corner  read,  and,  according  to  the  sti^temcnts  of  some 
it  occurred  before  the  Burnt  Corn  expedition.  The  account  is, 
that  a  party  of  citi-ens,  among  them  James  Smith  and  Mark 
Hayes,  while  looking  up  some  cattle,  came  across  three  Indians 
whom  they  disarmed  and  turneci  over  to  the  care  of  Smith  and 
Hayes,  with  the  understanding  that  when  they  returned  from  their 
cow  hunt,  they  would  take  tlicir  captives  to  Fort  Sinquefield. 
Smith  and  Hayes  soon  noticed  th?it  their  captives  were  conversing 
in  low  tones  with  each  other  and  casting  significant  glances  to- 
wards their  (the  Indians')  guns,  which  were  left  carelessly  stacked 
against  a  tree.  Almost  before  the  guard  was  aware  of  it,  the 
Indians  simultaneously  sprang  towards  the  tree.  Hayes  instant- 
ly shot  one  dead.  Smith  sprang  forward,  jerked  up  one  of  the 
Indian's  guns — a  light  shotgun — and  at  the  same  time,  seized  one 
of  the  Indians  with  his  left  hand.  With  the  gun  held  pistol 
fashion  he  shot  down  the  third  Indian,  who  seing  that  he  could 
not  get  to  the  guns  had  begun  to  retreat.  Then,  instantly  draw- 
ing his  knife,  he  stabbed  the  second  Indian  to  the  heart.  All  this 
was  the  work  of  a  few  seconds  and  was  considered  a  remarkable 
achievement.  Whether  the  incident  related  by  ^Meek  in  Romantic 
Passages  in  Southern  History,  pp.  309-310,  is  another  version  of 
this  event,  or  whether  they  were  two  separate,  though  similar 
affairs,  is  not  known.  Smith  lived  one  and  a  half  miles  south-west 
of  the  present  Suggsville. 

3.  THE  CAXOE  FIGHT. 5 

Pickett,  ^leek  and  other  writers  are  silent  as  to  the  purpose 
of  the  presence  of  the  Creeks  down  on  the  Alabama  River  at 
the  time  and  place  when  the  Canoe  fight  occurred.    This  was  not 

^Teremiah  Austill.  one  of  the  participant?,  has  an  account  of  this  episode 
--The  Canoe  Fight— in  Ahibaxij  Historical  Rcf^ortcr.  Aug..  1884.  Sec  also 
for  account,  written  by  him.  in  Favctte  i.-ila.)  Jounial.  Tu!v  2?.  1886.  re- 
tnntcd  from  the  Clarke  Co:n:ty  Democrat.  1S86.  .S'ri-  also'  Meek's  Romamic 
Passages,  etc..  pp.  J05-32.2:  Pickett's  Alabama,  vol.  ii.  pp.  '?04-^2S-  Halhert 
■Tnd  BaH's  Creek  ITar.  Chapter  xvii:  Ball's  Clarke  Coicitv.  Alj..\p.  i(/>i7o: 
brewers  Alabama,  pp.  435.  457-9;  and  Claiborne's  Life  of  Date,  fassim. 
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a  strictly  military  movc-ment  on  the  part  of  the  Creeks,  but  sim- 
ply a  fora.!:rin.cr  expe'iition.  That  the  Creeks  had  come  down  tiio 
Alabama  River  wiih  several  large  boats  or  canoes  to  load  with 
corn  and  carry  back  to  the  Holy  Ground.  They  came  from  the 
Holy  Ground,  and  intenrled  to  take  the  corn  which  they  gathered 
off  the  plantations  back  to  that  point.  Mr.  Ball  (Creek  War)  sim- 
ply says  it  was  a  foraging  expedition,  without  other  comment. 
James  Cornells  received  this  information  from  the  Creeks  after 
the  war. 

As  will  be  noticed  there  were  nine  men  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Alabama  River  during  the  progress  of  the  Canoe  fight.  Their 
names  were:  Lieut.  Walter  Creagii,  Drury  Allen,  Jonathan 
Embree,  William  Foster,  John  Bradley,  John  Campbell,  John 
Elliott,  John  Graham,  and  John  French. 

Caesar,  or  Jim  Caesar,  as  he  was  often  called,  who  may  be  con- 
sidered as  one  of  the  participants  of  the  Canoe  Fight,  some  time 
after  the  Creek  war  was  bought  by  Capt.  Sam  Dale.  After  Dale's 
death,  he  fell  by  inheritance  to  his  brother  James  Dale.  When 
the  latter  died  in  1843,  Caesar  was  bought  by  William  White, 
the  Sheriff  of  Lauderdale  county.  Miss.,  in  whose  family  he  lived 
until  1865.  He  died  in  the  spring  of  1866,  and  now  lies  buried 
somewhere  near  the  centre  of  Kemper  County,  ^liss.  For  many 
years  prior  to  his  death,  he  was  a  worthy  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist church.  In  his  version  of  the  Canoe  Fight,  Caesar  always 
said  that  Smith  did  most  of  the  fighting.  The  latter  died  about 
1850,  near  Enterprise,  Miss. 

4.   THE    HOLY    GROUND.^ 

After  the  Creeks  were  routed  and  driven  across  the  river  at 
the  Holy  Ground,  several  of  the  soldiers  expressed  a  desire  to 
follow  up  the  victory  by  making  an  excursion  over  on  the  other 

In  the  last  will  be  found  a  picture  of  tlie  "Fight;"  and  in  the  Creek  War. 
p.  240.  is  a  likeness  of  Mr.  Austill.  His  son.  Judge  Huriosco  Austiil. 
Mohile,  has  an  oil  paintin,?  of  him.  executed  only  a^  few  years  after  this 
period.  Meek  gives  biographical  sketches  of  Dale,  Smith  and  Austill  in 
his  Romantic  Passages,  etc. 

* '"The  site  of  Holy  GroundTown  is  about  two  miles  north  of  the  present 
town  of  White  Hall  [Lowndes  Co.].  Holy  Ground  Creek  rises  near 
\yhitc  Hall  and  flows  northward  to  the  Alabama  River.  On  nearing  th.e 
river,  which  here  runs  nearly  west,  the  creek  deflects  somewhat  to  the 
northeast  b  fore  emptying  into  the  river.  \\'irh-n  this  horseshoe  or  pen- 
insula formed  bv  tlie  creek  and  the  river  stood  Holy  Ground  Town."— 
Hall)ert  ard  Ball's  Creek  War.  pp.  247-S. 

"Eclianachaca,   or   Holy   Ground,   was   the   residence   of   Weatherford. 
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shore.  One  of  the  officers,  willinj:^  to  gratify  this  desire,  oflererl 
a  rc.vard  of  fifty  dollars  to  any  one  who  would  swim  the  river, 
-(.ize  one  of  the  Indian  canoes  tied  on  the  other  shore  and  re- 
turn with  it.  Two  of  the  soldiers  accepted  the  projxjsition  with 
the  understanding-  that  their  comrades  should  protect  them  by 
keeping  a  sharp  look  out  and  to  fire  upon  any  Creek  warriors 
that  should  ajjpear  in  view.  They  accordingly  jjlunged  into  the 
river,  but  after  swimming  a  short  distance,  one  of  the  men  re- 
turned, finding  the  water  too  cold  for  him.  His  comrade,  how- 
ever, persevered,  reached  the  shore,  took  possession  of  a  canoe, 
and  returned  in  it  to  the  eastern  bank.  By  making  several  trips 
across  the  river,  and  at  each  trip  bringing  back  more  canoes, 
sufficient  number  was  finally  collected,  in  which  quite  a  large 
party  of  whites  and  Choctaws  crossed  over  to  the  hostile  side. 
They  made  a  thorough  search  in  the  cane-brakes,  and  found,  in 
several  places,  a  large  quantity  of  Creek  baggage  and  many  of 
their  ponies.  Such  of  the  baggage  as  could  not  well  be  appro- 
priated or  utilized  was  destroyed.  The  Choctaws  made  a  special 
appropriation  of  the  Creek  ponies.  After  securing  all  the  booty 
that  was  desirable,  the  party  returned  to  the  eastern  shore,  nearly 
every  Choctaw  being  the  happy  owner  of  a  pony,  which  he 
managed  to  make  swim  over. 

The  burning  of  the  Holy  Ground  town  took  place  after  the  re- 
turn of  the  party  from  this  expedition. 

A  short  time  after  the  battle — perhaps  one  or  two  days — there 
arose  much  dissatisfaction  among  the  Creeks  in  regard  to  the  issue 
of  the  battle  which  had  terminated  so  utterly  contrary  to  the 
predictions  of  their  prophets.    To  allay  the  murmurings  of  their 

The  location  of  this  spot  has  been,  with  some,  a  subject  of  uncertainty. 
Eaton,  in  his  Life  of  Jackson,  confounds  it  with  the  Hickory  Grounil.  in 
the  fork  of  the  C^osa  and  Tallapoosa,  and  tradition  has,  in  part,  adopted 
the  error.  The  H_oly  Ground  proper,  however,  was  situated  alonq  the 
south  bank  of  the  Alabama,  between  Pintlala  and  Big  Swamp  Creeks,  in 
the  present  county  of  Lowndes.  It  received  its  name  from  being  the 
residence  of  the  principal  prophets  of  the  nation,  and  having  been  by 
them  consecrated  from  the  intrusion  of  white  men.  \\  izard  circles  were 
described  around  its  borders,  and  the  credulous  inhabitants  were  assured 
that  no  enemy  could  tread  upon  its  soil  without  being  blasted.  It  was 
emphatically  called  the  'Grave  of  White  Men.'  A  more  fertile  and  beau- 
tiful tract  of  country,  especially  when  clothed  with  the  vegetation  of 
spring-time,  does  not  exist  in  our  State:  and  it  was  thickly  populated  by 
the  aborigines.  Kear  the  mouth  of  Pintlala.  stood  a  village  of  eighty 
wigwams.  The  chief  town,  a  few  miles  below,  contained  two  hundred 
houses;  and  here  the  council  house  of  the  Alabama  tribe  was  situated." — 
Meek's  Romantic  Passages,  etc.,  pp.  278-279. 
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people,  and  at  the  same  time  to  find  an  openin;^  for  rccoverin'j; 
their  lost  oracular  prestige,  one  of  the  prophets  thereupon  an- 
nounced that  there  was  a  traitor  at  the  Holy  Ground,  who,  by 
his  counter  charms  and  incantations,  had  destroyed  the  potency 
of  those  powerful  spells,  whereby,  as  they  had  supposed,  the 
Holy  Ground  had  been  rendered  impregnable  and  impei^'ious 
to  all  the  assaults  of  the  white  man ;  and  that  it  was 
surely  in  consequence  of  such  treason  that  the  whites 
had  been  able  to  capture  the  place.  To  test  the  truth 
of  this  matter,  the  prophet  ordered  a  large  fire  to 
be  made,  and  then  gave  directions  that  all,  prophets  and  war- 
riors, should  form  a  circle,  one  standing  behind  the  other,  around 
the  sacred  fire,  and  then  march  a  number  of  times  around  the 
fire,  and  that  at  the  close  of  the  last  circuit,  the  man  upon  whom, 
the  greatest  amount  of  soot  had  fallen  must  be  the  guilty  one 
and  that  he  must  be  put  to  death.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
in  the  symbolism  of  the  red  man,  black,  as  in  the  blackness  of 
soot,  was  considered  a  death  emblem. 

.  The  prophet's  instructions  were  carried  out  to  the  very  letter. 
One  man,  of  course,  was  adjudged  to  have  received  the  greatest 
amount  of  soot,  and  was  at  once  put  to  death  in  due  form.  The 
superstitious  element  among  the  Creeks,  no  doubt,  really  be- 
lieved, that  by  this  ordeal  prescribed  by  the  prophet,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Great  Spirit  was  really  visited  upon  the  Muscogee 
traitor.  Their  shrewd  prophets,  however,  looking  deeper  into 
the  matter,  knew  full  well  that  it  was  only  by  such  craft  that  they 
could  regain  their  lost  prestige,  which  this  action  seems  to  have 
fully  restored  among  their  credulous  followers. 

The  foregoing  is  thoroughly  characteristic  of  Indian  human 
nature  and  Indian  prophets. 

Truth  compels  the  statement  that  the  Choctaws  acted  very 
barbarously  towards  the  slain  Creek  warriors  at  the  Holy  Ground. 
They  took  a  special  pleasure  in  tying  their  bodies  with  grape 
vines  to  their  ponies'  tails.  They  would  then  ride  the  ponies 
about  the  camp,  dragging  the  dead  warriors  at  their  heels. 

5.   ABANDONING    THE    FORTS. 

On  the  return  of  General  Clairborne's  army  from  the  Holy 
Ground,  a  feeling  of  relief  was  felt  by  the  people  living  in  the 
forts.  They  began  gradually  to  abandon  them,  and  by  early  spring 
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all  were  back  again  on  their  farms.  The  fall  of  1813  was  a  very 
tmlicalthy  season  to  the  people  livint^  in  the  f<jrts.  The  mortality 
was  very  great  among  the  chiMren,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  their 
Lcing  confined  almost  exclusively  to  a  diet  of  beef  and  sweet 
j)Otatoes. 

6.  JAMES  CORN'ELLS. 

James  Cornells,  a  noted  Creek  half  breed,  was  a  man  of  strong 
athletic  build,  but  with  a  face  terribly  disfigured  by  the  yaws,  his 
mouth  being  contracted  into  a  very  small  pucker.  He  was 
quiet,  peaceable  and  civil,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  but  a 
most  desperate  man  when  his  resentments  were  aroused.  After 
the  massacre  of  Fort  ^lims,  he  came  to  Fort  Madison,  and  served 
in  that  garrison.  Some  time  in  the  November  following,  he  rode 
an  express  from  Fort  Madison  to  Floyd's  Army  on  the  Georgia 
frontier.  While  on  the  return  trip,  he  was  hotly  pursued  by  a 
party  of  Creek  warriors.  As  he  halted  to  water  his  horse,  his 
rifle  on  his  shoulder,  they  fired  upon  him,  a  ball  striking  his 
rifle  near  his  neck,  the  bullet  splitting  and  the  fragments  flying 
in  his  face  and  embedding  themselves  beneath  the  skin.  He  was 
pursued  almost  to  the  Alabama  River.  On  reaching  the  river 
he  dismounted  urging  his  horse  in  and  made  him  swim  the  river. 
Cornells  with  the  despatches  in  his  hat,  and  it  tied  securely  upon 
his  head,  then  swam  the  river  behind  his  horse,  holding  up  the 
gun  stock  with  one  hand  so  as  to  keep  the  lock  dry.  He  arrived 
at  Fort  Madison  with  the  dispatche...  There  he  had  the  frag- 
ments of  lead  picked  out  of  his  face.  This  ride  of  Cornells  was 
considered,  at  the  time,  a  very  daring  exploit. 

When  Weatherford  was  at  Fort  Claiborne,  after  his  surrender, 
to  save  him  from  being  killed,  Col.  Gilbert  C.  Russell  had  a 
guard  put  over  him,  and  Cornells  was  one  of  the  party  detailed. 
The  latter  was  under  the  impression  that  Weatherford  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  capture  of  his  wife  and  the  burning  of  his 
house  and  corn  crib.  Accordingly  he  felt  very  bitter  towards 
him,  and  swore  that  he  would  kill  him  if  he  ever  had  the  oppor- 
tunity. Weatherford,  somehow  having  heard  of  Cornells' 
threats  against  his  life,  at  first  objected  to  him  as  a  guard.  Finally 
he  asked  Cornells  if  he  would  take  anv  advantage  of  him  while 
under  his  charge.  ''Xo."  said  Cornells.  "I  will  take  no  advantage 
of  vou  while  vou  are  here  and  I  am  guarding  you.     But  when 
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this  time  is  ever,  I  irtend  to  kill  y(ju.'  To  this  Weatherford  re- 
plied, "Well,  if  you  v.iil  lake  no  ailvan;age  of  me  on  this  occasion. 
I  will  trust  myself  to  you,"  Afterwards,  Cornells  findin;^  that 
Weatherford  had  nothing  to  do  witli  the  indii^nity  put  upon  his 
wife,  and  the  destruction  of  his  property,  became  reconciled,  and 
they  became  good  friends. 

The  following  are  the  facts  cormected  with  the  killing  of 

Jones  by  Corn.^Us,  when  tlie  latter  wished  to  take  possession  of 
his  ferry  after  the  war,  Jones  refused  to  recognize  his  title,  claim- 
ing it,  acording  to  Inaian  usage,  as  the  property  of  his  wife.  He 
made  threats  against  Coiaells'  life.  One  day,  when  Cornells  came 
into  a  house  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  to  change  his 
clothes,  Jones,  armed  v  ith  a  €^un,  galloped  up  to  the  door  and 
asked  for  him.  Cornells  stepped  to  the  door  and  said,  "Here  I 
am."  Jones  snapped  his  gun  at  him.  Cornells  instantly  turned. 
jerked  a  gun  down  from  over  the  fire  place,  rushed  to  the  door 
and  shot  Jones  dead'  from  his  horse.  He  requested  not  to  be 
arrested  for  this  act,  promising  that  when  the  day  of  his  trial 
should  come,  he  would  deliver  himself  up.  When  all  the  facts 
were  made  known  at  the  trial  (under  civil  laws)  Cornells  was 
promptly  acquitted. 

7.  THE  FATE  OF  SKEKACOO,  THE  SHAWNEE  PROPHET. 

After  the  Creek  War  Seekaboo  went  to  Florida  and  made  his 
home  with  some  of  his  Seminole  kinsfolk.  Whether  he  was  in 
the  seminoIe  war  is  not  known.  Some  years  after  the  Creek 
War,  probably  in  the  early  '20's,  Pushmataha  with  an  escort  of 
twelve  warriors  went  to  Florida  on  some  tribal  business,  the 
exact  nature  was  not  known,  but  it  was  something  pertaining 
to  establishing  peaceful  relations  between  the  Choctaws  and  the 
Seminoles.  For  this  purpose  Pushmataha  wished  to  secure  the 
ser\'ices  of  Seekaboo  as  an  interpreter,  as  he  knew  him  well. 
Upon  his  arrival  among  the  Seminoles,  he  found  out  that  Seek- 
aboo had  died  a  year  or  two  before.  Xot  finding  any  one  else 
competent  to  serve  as  an  interpreter.  Pushmataha  returned  home. 
Seekaboo  had  many  acquaintances  among  the  Choctaws. 

8.    CREEK    WAR    ADVENTURE. 

About  noon  on  the  same  day.  (September  6th)  that  Josiah 
Fisher  and  his  sons  went  out  to  his  farm.  Charles  Finlv,  brother- 
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in-law  of  Jonatlian  Enibrce,  with  three  negroes,  one  of  the  ne- 
groes being  Caesar,  one  of  the  participants  of  the  Canoe  fight, 
left  Fort  MafJison  to  go  souiiuvardiy  in  search  of  a  beef  steer, 
wliicii  they  were  instructed  to  butcher  and  bring  back.  Just 
before  starting,  Moore,  asked  them  v.here  they  would  make  their 
camp  the  coming  niglit,  and  said  that  lie  and  his  son  would  go 
out  to  Fisher's,  and  there  get  some  chickens  and  eggs,  and  thence 
come  to  their  camp  and  help  them  bring  in  the  beef;  and  that 
P'isher  and  his  sons  had  already  gone  out  to  the  farm  and  had 
given  them  permission  to  get  the  chickens  and  the  t^i^s.  Finly 
thereupon,  appointed  as  a  camping  place,  a  well  known  large 
deep  ravine,  which  headed  near  Sizemore's  Ferry,  and  ran  south- 
eastwardly  into  the  river.  The  beef  hunting  party  then  rode  oft 
from  the  fort. 

After  thorouglily  searching  the  woods  they  found,  late  in  the 
afternoon,  a  herd  of  cattle  on  Reedy  Creek,  some  two  miles 
southwest  of  Sizemore's  Ferry.  As  it  was  late,  they  concluded 
to  go  on  to  the  appointed  camping  ground  and  return  the  next 
morning  and  butcher  a  beef  out  of  the  herd.  They  soon  came 
to  the  ravine,  entered  it  and  rode  up  it  half  a  mile.  Here  they 
halted,  preparatory  to  making  their  camp.  It  was  now  near  sun 
set.  Just  then  they  heard  the  firing  of  a  gun  in  the  direction  of 
Fisher's  house,  nearly  a  mile  distance.  Caesar  said  that  it  was 
Moore's  gun  and  that  he  would  go  out  and  meet  him.  Some  of 
the  party  told  him  not  to  do  it.  that  it  might  not  be  Moore,  but 
an  Indian,  who  did  the  firing.  If  so,  and  he  was  to  go  there, 
while  they  would  not  kill  him  as  he  was  a  negro,  they  would  hold 
him  a  prisoner,  and  would  take  his  horse  and  gun.  Caesar,  who 
was  a  man  of  great  bravery,  persisted  in  going  forward,  when 
one  of  the  other  negroes  levelled  his  gun  on  him  and  told  him 
if  he  moved  a  foot  farther,  he  would  shoot  him  down.  This  was 
hardly  uttered,  when  from  the  same  direction  came  the  report 
of  another  gun.  The  suspicious  of  the  party  were  now  strengtli- 
ened,  and  even  Caesar  saw  the  necessity  of  discretion.  The 
men  then  made  their  camp  in  the  ravine,  kindled  a  small  fire  and 
roasted  some  sweet  potatoes,  which  they  got  from  John  Hinson's 
potato  patch,  a  few  hundred  yards  distant.  Moore  not  coming 
according  to  promise,  they  nov.-  feared  the  worst  and  were  almost 
convinced  that  the  two  guns  were  fired  by  Indians.  They  were 
on  their  sruard  all  nitrht,  holdins:  tlieir  horses  l^v  the  bridle.     As 
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soon  as  day  break  appeared,  one  of  the  negroes  Laving  his  hor^- 
with  his  comrades,  cHmbed  up  out  of  the  ravine  ar..' 
went  cautiously  eastward  toward.^  the  river.  After  ^'oinj 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  lie  came  across  tlie  fresh  tra^l 
of  three  Indians  coming  dov/n  from  the  dirction  of  Fisli-.-r'^ 
house.  Upon  going  back  and  reporting  this  fact,  the  party  iv.r 
knowing  how  many  Indians  might  l)e  prowling  near  by,  nor  ho-.v 
soon  they  might  fall  into  an  ambuscade,  mounted  their  horse-, 
and  struck  a  straight  course  through  the  woods  to  Fort  Madison 
where  they  arrived  about  eight  o'clock.  When  within  a  few 
hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  they  saw  the  wounded  Ben  Fi-^hc.- 
just  entering  the  gate.  Upon  comparing  their  experiences  v.-itli 
Ben,  it  now  seemed  very  probable  to  all  the  parties,  that  the  three 
Indians,  whose  trail  had  i;een  seen,  were  the  very  Indians  who 
had  fired  upon  the  Fishers.'  As  to  Moore,  it  seems  that  after  the 
beef  hunting  party  had  left  th.e  fort,  he  gave  up  the  intention  of 
going  out  to  Fisher's,  wdiich  may  have  been  a  very  fortunate 
thing  for  him. 

9.  CREEK  RECOXXOI.^AXCE  OF  FORT  M.\DI50X. 

Toward  the  latter  part  of  October,  1813,  nine  hundred  Creek 
warriors  under  Weatherford  came  down  the  Alabama  River  from 
the  Holy  Ground  and  camped  on  the  western  side  of  the  river. 
near  Jim  Cornell's  Ferry.  Their  object  was  to  capture  Fort  Ma  !:- 
son  so  as  to  procure  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition,  as  there 
was  a  deficiency  of  war  material  among  the  Creeks.  To  accom- 
plish this  they  sent  out  five  warriors  with  instructions  to  lurk 
around  the  Fort,  and  to  watch  their  opportunity  and  capture 
some  one  of  its  inmates,  and  bring  them  out  alive  to  the  Creek 
camp.  By  interrogating  such  captives,  they  hoped  to  get  all  the 
needful  information  in  regard  to  the  fort,  how  many  soldiers 
it  contained,  and  the  proper  time,  manner  and  place  to  make  the 
assault.  After  the  warriors  v/ere  sent  forth  upon  this  mission, 
to  make  assurance  doubly  sure.  Weatherford  himiself  determined 
to  go  alone  and  make  some  observations.  Ke  accordingly 
dressed  himself  in  a  suit  of  citizen's  clothes.  Weatherford.  while 
with  the  hostiles,  is  said  generally  to  have  dressed  and  painted 
!-.imself  in  tlie  Indian    style. 

It  is  h.LTe  necessary  to  somewhat  describe  the  interior  of  Fort 

'An  account  of  the  advcniurc  of  the  Fishers  is  in  Kalbert  and  Ball's 
Creek  U  ar.  pp.  206-^07. 
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Madison  before  completing-  the  narrative.  The  fort  was  divided 
hy  a  partition  wall,  running-  North  and  South,  into  two  divisions, 
or  compartments,  the  eastern  anrl  larp^er  division  bein;:^  known  as 
tlie  citizen's  fort,  as  it  was  occu[)ied  by  the  citizens  or  militia,  and 
the  western  division  called  the  soldier's  fort,  and  occupied  by 
Claiborne's  men.  (This  fact  is  not  mentioned  by  Rev.  T.  H. 
L'.all  in  his  account  of  Fort  Madison,  in  the  Creek  War.)  At  the 
entrance  of  the  citizens'  section,  on  the  south,  near  the  southeast 
corner,  a  street  ran  straig-ht  throu.gh  to  the  north  wall.  Another 
street  intersected  this  street  at  right  ang-les.  running  across  the 
interior  of  the  fort  from  East  to  West,  and  at  the  latter  point  en- 
tering the  soldiers'  fort  on  the  West,  thence  to  the  center  of  this 
fort,  whence  it  turned  South  to  a  gate  in  the  southern  wall.  The 
board  cabin  of  Drury  Allen  stood  a  few  feet  north  of  the  block 
house,  which  was  in  the  southeast  corner,  the  door  of  his  cabin 
facing  south.  At  the  northeast  corner  stood  the  tent  of  Josiah 
Fisher,  whose  half-breed  step-son,  Charley  Elliott,  bore  a  strong 
resemblance  to  William  Weatherford. 

On  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  the  five 
warriors  went  ont  on  their  mission,  Elijah  Presnal,  who  was  sta- 
tioned about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  northwest  of  the  fort, 
fired  at  one  of  these  warriors,  who  was  a  long  ways  off  and  par- 
tially concealed  behind  a  log.  Presnal  was  not  certain  at  the  time 
of  the  shot  that  it  was  an  Indian,  as  he  had  only  a  faint  glimpse 
of  the  m.oving  and  suspicious  object ;  and  as  no  one  at  the  time 
went  out  to  verify  the  affair,  it  was  supposed  that  he  was  mis- 
taken. 

At  night,  about  8  or  9  o'clock,  Henry  Allen,  a  boy  about  twelve 
years  of  age,  happended  to  be  sitting  near  the  door  in  hi?  father, 
Drury  Allen's  cabin.  Glancing  up  he  saw  a  man  standing  in  the 
door-way,  with  his  arms  pressed  against  the  facing,  and  looking 
earnestly  into  the  cabin.  Drury  Allen,  then  in  the  rear  of  his 
cabin,  about  the  same  time  noticed  the  intruder,  and  quickly  said 
to  Henry : 

"Who  is  that  standing  there?"  "It  is  Charley  Elliott,  father." 
was  the  boy's  reply.  Just  then  the  visitor,  or  intruder,  quickly 
withdrew  from  the  door-way.  Allen  instantly  arose,  took  down 
his  gun  and  exclaimed.  ''That  is  Bill  Weatherford.  It  is  not 
Charley  Elliott." 

With  gun  in  hand,  he  went  out  in  search  of  his  visitor.     Al!c-n 
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was  personally  acquainted  with  Weatherford.  While  toleraM. 
certain  that  this  man  was  Weatherford,  for  fear  that  he  mi;:,'h- 
be  mistaken,  he  refrained  from  i:;ivin,i(  the  alarm.  After  a  clo--- 
search  over  the  fort  and  failin,!:^  to  find  the  object  of  his  search. 
Allen  returned  to  his  cabin.  After  leavin;:^  Allen's  cabin. 
Weathcrfurd,  for  it  was  he,  kept  alone,'  the  eastern  side  of  tlie  fort, 
between  the  tents  and  the  wall,  until  he  reached  Josiah  Fisher's 
tent,  which  he  thorou}?hly  inspected.  Thence  he  kept  along  ihc 
northern  wall  until  he  came  to  the  street  running  south.  He  en- 
tered this  street  and  kept  it  until  he  came  to  the  street  runnin:^ 
west,  taking  which  he  entered  the  Soldier's  fort.  After  thorough- 
ly inspecting  this  fort,  he  went  out  of  it  by  the  gate  on  the  south, 
and  thence  along  the  Southern  wall  until  he  came  to  the  gate  of 
the  citizen's  fort.  Here  on  the  west  side  of  the  gate  way,  be- 
tween the  ditch  and  the  pickets  were  tied  two  horses,  one  belong- 
ing to  Drury  Allen,  the  other  to  Caleb  Moncrcif.^  Hanging  on 
the  picket  wall  near  by  was  Jesse  Ehibree's  saddle.  Weatherford 
took  possession  of  the  saddle  and  the  two  horses  and  returned 
to  the  Creek  Camp  on  the  Alabama.  He  reported  to  his  war- 
riors that  there  were  too  many  soldiers  in  Fort  Madison  for  them 
to  capture  it.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  five  Creek  warriors  had  se- 
creted themselves  in  the  tree  tops  near  :Micajah  Benge's  potato 
patch.' 

The  next  morning  very  early,  Allen  and  Moncreif,  missing 
their  horses,  took  their  guns  and  started  in  search  of  them  ;  and 
about  the  same  time  the  two  forage  wagons  left  the  fort.  After 
a  considerable  search  in  the  woods,  Allen  and  Moncreif  entered 
the  road  above  Benge's  collard  and  potato  patch,  and  took  the 
South  end  of  it  on  their  way  back  to  the  fort.  The  forage  wagons 
of  course  had  by  this  time  gone  some  distance  beyond  the  potato 
patch.  Allen  and  I^Ioncreif  as  they  came  to  the  potato  patch,  got 
over  into  it  and  grabbled  up  a  few  potatoes  to  take  back  to  the 
fort.  The  warriors  in  the  tree  tops  saw  them,  but  knew  that  they 
could  not  capture  two  well  armed  men,  so  they  did  not  molest 
them.  About  half  way  between  the  potato  patch  and  the  fort. 
Alien  and  Moncreif  met  Beard. ^" 


'He  came  to  South  Alabama  about  iScS;  sec  Ball's  Clarke  County  .-fij- 
(iSv^2>.   pp.    131,    155   and   387. 

•For  a  full   description  of  the  localitv.  and  a  notice  of  the   detail   of 
wapons  sent  to  trather  corn,  sec  Crcd:  Jl'ar.  pp.  223-224. 

'"The  story  of  Beard  is  given  in  full  in  the  Creek  IVar,  pp.  223-226. 
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The  next  day  Drnry  Alien's  miiring  horse  returned  to  '.he 
fort,  his  mane  and  tail  nin.tted  *vich  cockle-burs,  showing  that  he 
had  come  from  the  old  field,  near  Jirn  Corr.eH's  Ferry,  as  this 
was  the  only  place  in  that  entire  region  where  cockle-burs  were 
found. 

After  the  war  Weatherford  related  to  James  Cornells  the 
whole  story  of  hi"  reconnoisance  of  Fort  Madison,  and  his  taking 
Allen's  and  Aloncreif's  horses,  and  that  on  his  slating  to  his  peo- 
ple the  strength  of  the  tort  and  *he  number  of  arm.ed  men  in  it, 
and  this  report  being  supplemented  l;y  tlie  report  of  the  five  war- 
riors, the  Creeks  abandoned  the  idea  of  an  attempt  to  capture  it. 

10.    INDIAN    DF.PFEDATIONS. 

A  few  days  after  the  attack  en  Fort  Sinquefield,  George  Mor- 
gan, John  Emmons,  and Dunn  left  Fort  Madison  to  go  up  to 

Morgan's  farm,  about  a  mile  above  Suggsville,  to  get  some  honey 
for  the  fort.  Upon  their  arrival,  they  dismounted  and  tied  their 
horses  to  the  fence.  Emmons'  horse  was  a  fine  stallion.  They 
killed  the  bees  and  secured  the  honey.  Soon  after,  while  !Mor- 
gan  was  walking  over  the  premises,  and  Emmons  and  Dunn 
were  eating  a  water  melon,  suddenly  they  were  fired  upon  by  a 
party  of  Creek  warriors  from  the  other  side  of  the  fence.  Morgan 
and  Dunn  instantly  took  to  their  heels  and  tied  for  life.  Emmons 
thought  he  would  try  to  save  his  norse.  He  ran  to  get  him.  and 
had  reached  the  fence,  from  the  top  of  which  he  had  just  seized 
the  bridle,  when  a  mounted  warrior  came  dashing  up.  jerked  the 
reins  out  of  Emmons'  hand  and  rode  away  with  his  pr-ize.  Em- 
mons, being  in  great  danger  from  the  Indians  who  were  now  ad- 
vancing and  firing  upon  him,  wheeled  around,  sprang  after  his 
companions,  and  all  succeeded  in  getting  safely  back  to  Fon 
Madison.  They  lost  both  horses  and  honey.  Some  time  after, 
it  was  noticed  by  a  visitor  to  the  locality  that  seven  bullets  had 
struck  the  fence  where  Emmons  stood  in  attempting  to  save  his 
horse. 

II.    PUSHMATAHA. 

As  this  noted  Choctaw  Mingo  has  acted  a  conspicuous  part  in 
the  annals  of  Alabama  and  ^Mississippi,  it  is  deemed  not  inappro- 
priate to  present  a  short  account  of  his  career,  as  well  as  to  cor- 
rect certain  erroneous  statements  made  by  some  of  the  writers  of 
Alabama  and  ^lississippi  histor}-. 
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Current  accinnus  state  that  Pu>hmataha  was  born  in  East  Mi- 
sissippi,  about  the  year  1764.  This  statement,  that  he  was  born 
in  East  Mississippi,  is  no  doubt  correct,  especially  so  as  it  is  cor-  -^  ' 

roboratcd  by  an  old  tradition,  which  was  current  among  the  early  j 

settler^  of  Xoxubee  County,  that  he  was  born  on  the  east  bank  of 
Noxubee,  some  two  miles  above  Macon.  Many  years  ago  there 
stood,  and  perhaps  still  stands,  on  the  east  bank  of  this  river,  a 
large  black  oak,  near  which,  tradition  said,  stood  the  little  cabin  ; 

in  which  Pushmataha  was  born.     In  all  the  published  accounts  '. 

of  him  seen  by  the  writer,  there  is  no  reference  to  the  social  status  ^ , 

of  his  parents.  We  have  no  evidence  that  they  were  plebians,  as 
stated  in  Claiborne's  Mississippi,  p.  541,  a  statement  doubtless 
invented  by  the  author  to  sustain  the  thrasonical  boast  which,  in 
the  same  connection,  he  has  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  chief.  The 
names  of  his  parents  have  never  been  preserved,  nor  can  the  num- 
ber of  his  brothers  and  sisters  be  definitely  stated.  He  had.  at 
least,  one  sister,  named  Xahotima,  "She  who  seeks  and  gives  || 

things,"  as  the  waiter  learns  from  his  Choctaw  friend,  Jack  Amos,  ?  | 

of  Newton  cotmty,  ^lississippi,  who  is  her  grandson.    This  name  '  ■ 

is  compounded  of  na,  an  abbreviation  of  nana,  meaning  "thing," 
or  "something,"  hoyo,  "to  seek,"  abbreviated  into  ho,  and  iina,  "to 
give,"  the  two  subjects  Jio  and  iina  being  united  by  /,  the  connect- 
ing particle.  He  doubtless  had  another  sister,  or  a  brother,  as 
Oklahoma,  who  succeeded  him  as  Mingo  in  1825,  was  a  nephew. 

Some  comments  on  the  name  Pushmataha  mav  not  be  amiss. 
In  this  name  the  vowels  must  be  pronounced  according  to  the 
genuine  Continental  sound,  and  the  accent  must  be  placed  on  the 
penult.  All  other  pronunciations  and  accentuations  are  incorrect. 
The  Choctaws  in  ordinary  conversation  make  use  of  much  elision 
of  vowels  and  consonants.  The  full  original  form  of  the  name  is 
ApushimafaJia,  that  is.  Apushiuialhtaha,  which  name,  no  doubt,  was 
given  to  the  future  mingo  in  his  babyhood,  from  some  trivial  cir- 
cumstance, the  memory  of  which  has  long  since  been  lost.  Apitshi 
im  alhtaha,  literally  translated,  is  "The  sapling  is  ready,  or  finished 
for  him."  The  statement  made  in  Brewer's  Alabama,  p.  16.  note, 
that  Pi(sh})iataha  means  "He  has  won  all  the  honors  of  his  race," 
is  not  worth  a  second's  consideration. 

There  is  no  record  of  the  boyhood  of  Pushm.ataha,  but  it  was 
no  doubt  similar  to  that  of  the  average  Choctaw  boy.  Soon  after 
attaining  manhood,  liis  ardent  soul  was  enkindled  with  the  glory 
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of  a  martial  life,  and  he  soon  bc;.,^an  to  win  renown  as  a  warrior. 
From,  as  it  were,  a  simple  warrior,  he  arose  to  the  position  of  a 
leader  of  the  war  parties  making  inroads  across  the  Mississippi 
into  the  domains  of  the  Osages,  or  the  Washashi,  as  they  are 
called  in  the  Choctaw  ton.c:uc.  The  Choctaws  waged  wars  against 
the  Osages  for  a  long  series  of  years,  beginning  in  the  last  decade 
of  the  eighteenth  century  and  continuing  down  to  1826,  when,  as 
we  learn  from  the  records  of  the  Government  "the  path  was  made 
white"  between  the  two  tribes  by  General  William  Clark.  Some 
account  of  Pushmataha's  expeditions  against  the  Osages  can 
be  seen  in  McKenny  and  Hall.  The  writer  was  informed  some 
years  ago,  by  his  old  friend  Hemonubbee  (Ilimonabi),  who  died 
in  Neshoba  county,  ]Mississippi,  in  1888,  aged  nearly  ninetv,  that 
Pushmataha  made  many  successful  inroads  into  the  Osage  coun- 
try. The  full  details  of  one  of  these  excursions,  the  writer  has  in 
manuscript,  taken  down  direct  from  the  lips  of  Hemonubbee, 
who  received  it  from  his  father  Fillamotubbee  (Filamotabi)  who 
served  under  Pu-shmataha  in  that  excursion. 

Early  in  the  nineteenth  century.  Pushmataha  became  Mingo  of 
the  "Okla  Hannah,"  or  the  Six  Towns  District  of  the  Choctaws. 
His  authority  and  influence  over  the  people  of  his  district  were 
very  great  and  were  always  directed  towards  promoting  the  most 
friendly  relations  between  them  and  the  white  people.  He  also 
exercised  much  influence  over  his  contemporaries  Moshulitubbee 
{AmoshuUtahi)  and  Puckshenubbee  (Apakshcnabi),  Mingos  respec- 
tively of  the  "Ahepat  Okla"  (Potato-eating  people)  and  "Okla 
Falaya"  (Long  people),  as  the  north  eastern  and  western  districts 
were  called  in  the  native  speech  of  the  Choctaws. 

A  brief  etymological  digression  may  here  be  appropriate  in  re- 
gard to  the  names  of  the  mingoes  of  these  two  districts.  Moshuli- 
tubbee, written  in  the  Choctaw  orthography  Amoshiditabu  si.gni- 
fies,  "The  one  who  perseveres  and  kills."  Amoshuli,  "to  perse- 
vere," "to  be  zealous."  "to  be  determined."  t,  the  connective  par- 
ticle uniting  the  two  subjects,  and  abi,  "to  kill."  The  current 
statement  that  the  first  part  of  this  compound  is  moshuU,  signify- 
ing "to  be  extinguished,  to  go  out"  (as  fire),  is  altogether  erro- 
neous. Moshuli  is  not  a  word  of  action,  and  to  make  sense  as  a 
man's  name,  it  cannot  be  compounded  with  abi.  "to  kill."  Puck- 
shenubbee. in  the  Choctaw  orthography  Apakshcnabi,  signifies 
"The  one  who  hugs  (like  a  bear)  and  kills."     The  connective  par- 
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tide  /  is  not  alwav-,  u^ed  to  unite  two  subjects.  It  is  frequently 
cmittcvl.  where  Ikc  n^canip.g  of  the  expression  is  very  clear  an  ! 
obvious. 

There  is  h  statement  in  Picketi's  flislcry  of  Alabama,  vol.  i,  \,. 
124,  in  regard  to  Pushmataha  and  George  S.  Gaines,  which  con- 
tains many  inaccuracies,  all,  no  doubt,  resulting  from  slips  in  Mr. 
Pickett's  memory  as  to  the  statements  given  him  by  Mr.  Gaines 
It  may  be  best  first  to  note  the  inaccuracies  and  then  relate  the 
story  as  ir  really  occurred.  The  Nanili  Waiya  mound  with  whicli 
the  writer  is  perfectly  familiar,  is  not  situate  on  the  road  leadini: 
from  St.  Stephen?,  Alabama,  to  Jackson,  Mississippi,  as  stated 
by  Mr.  Pickett.  The  mound  is,  in  fact,  situated  on  the  west  side 
of  Nanih  Waiya  creel:,  in  the  southern  part  of  Winston  county. 
Miss.,  and  about  four  hundred  yards  from  the  Neshoba  county 
line.  It  is  about  forty  feet  high.  Its  base  covers  three  fourths 
of  an  acre.  Its  sun-mit.  which  is  fiat,  has  an  area  of  one  fourth  of 
an  acre.  Pickett's  statement  that  the  mound  is  enclosed  by  a 
ditch  encompassing  twenty  acres  is  hardly  accurate.  It  is  en- 
veloped by  a  semi-circalar  rampart,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in 
length,  each  end  or  extremity  of  the  rampart  terminating  upon 
the  bank  of  Nanih  Waiya  creek,  one  being  about  six  hundred 
yards  above  the  mound.,  the  other  the  same  distance  below.  In 
short,  the  mound  stands  exactly  midway  between  the  two  ex- 
tremities of  the  rampart:  the  greater  part  of  which  has  been  much 
worn  by  the  plow,  except  in  a  certain  place,  where  it  traverses  a 
primeval  forest.  Pickett  speaks  of  a  deep  hole  on  the  top  of 
the  mound,  ten  feet  in  diameter.  While  not  disposed  to  doubt 
that  such  a  hole  may  have  once  existed,  certainly  no  trace  of 
it  can  now  be  seen,  nor  has  the  writer  eve^r  heard  "the  oldest  in- 
habitant'' speak  of  such  a  hole.  Pickett  is  right  in  his  statement 
that  "the  ignorant  portion  of  the  Choctaws  believe  that  their  an- 
cestors once  sprung  out  of  this  hole,  peopling  the  whole  of  that 
part  of  the  country."  To  this  day,  the  average  Choctav.-  looks 
upon  the  Nanih  Waiya,  or  pretends  to  look  upon  it.  as  the  birth- 
place and  cradle  of  their  race,  where  Aba  fnki  fashioned  the  tv.o 
iksa  at  the  base  of  this  sacred  mound.  But  Pickett  makes  an 
egregious  blunder  in  his  etymology  of  Nanih  Waiya.  The  name 
signifies  'T.ending  Hill."  XarrilL  Hill.  JJ'aiyj.  Bending,  and  strict- 
ly applies  to  tlie  bending  or  semi-circular  ranipart  which  envelopes 
the  mound,  but  in  popular  usage  the  name  has  been  extended  so 
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as  to  embrace  both  the  mound  and  the  rampart,  in  fact,  almost  the 
mound  alone.  There  is  another  statement  made  by  Pickett  in 
regard  to  Xanih  W'aiya  in  which  his  recollection  of  Gaines'  state- 
ments must  surely  be  at  fault.  He  says  that  Gaines  rode  up  on 
this  mound.  The  writer  has  ascended  Xanih  W'aiya  afoot,  per- 
haps fifty  times  in  his  life,  and  he  knows  positively  that  it  is  quite 
a  steep  task  to  even  lead  a  horse  up  the  winding  path  to  its  sum- 
mit. He  is  therefore  much  inclined  to  doubt  that  Gaines  rode 
up  on  this  mound.  This  statement  of  Colonel  Gaines'  horseback 
trip  up  Xanih  W'aiya,  however,  may  be  of  but  little  importance. 
But  did  that  episode  at  Xanih  W'aiya  between  Gaines  and  Push- 
mataha occur  in  1810?  Did  Gaines  at  that  early  day  advise  the 
Choctaws  oracularly  through  Xanih  W'aiya  that  they  ought  to 
emigrate  ?  The  question  of  Choctaw  emigration  was  never  agi- 
tated by  the  Government  agents  as  early  as  18 10.  Looking  at 
these  statements  of  Piclcett's  from  all  points  of  view,  it  is  certain 
that  in  consequence  of  his  imperfect  recollection  he  has  made  an 
error  in  the  Indian,  the  locality,  and  the  chronology. 

The  true  version  of  this  incident  at  Xanih  W'aiya,  in  which, 
however,  Pushmataha  does  not  figure,  was  related  to  the  writer 
several  years  ago  by  the  late  W.  T.  Lewis,  of  W'inston  county. 
Miss.,  who  while  a  member  of  the  Alississippi  Legislature  at  Jack- 
son, during  the  war  period,  heard  it  direct  from  the  lips  of  Mr. 
Gaines.  Mr.  Lewis  often  referred  to  Pickett's  series  of  incorrect 
statements,  comparing  them  with  what  he  had  heard  from  Mr. 
Gaines,  and  with  his  own  personal  knowledge  of  X'anih  W'aiya. 
The  story  is  as  follows:  In  or  about  1830.  Colonel  Gaines  was 
commissioned  to  go  with  a  delegation  of  Choctaws  to  visit  and 
explore  their  new  country  west.  Xittakechi,  ^lingo  of  the  "Okla 
Hannah,"  or  Six  Towns  district,  the  successor  of  Pushmataha, 
was  a  member  of  this  delegation.  The  first  or  second  day  of  their 
travel  they  came  to  the  sacred  mound,  X'anih  W'aiya.  Xittakechi 
pointed  to  the  mound  and  jestingly  said,  "That  is  our  mother." 
Gaines  replied,  "Well,  I  will  go  to  your  mother  and  see  what  she 
says,"  and  accordingly  went  to  the  mound.  Upon  his  return 
Xittakechi  said,  "Well,  Mr.  Gainiss,  what  did  our  mother  sav?" 
She  said,  "You  must  all  go  west."  was  his  reply.  ''Holabi.  holabi 
fehna,''  laughingly  spoke  the  chief — "A  lie.  a  real  lie."  This  little 
incident  afrorded  m^uch  amusement  to  all  parties.  It  should  be 
observed  that  the  Choctaw  word  holabi,  does  not  necessarilv  con- 
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vey  that  offt-njivc  r»r  opi,Tobious  rii'..ariing  which  exists  in  (v.r 
Engh'sh  wcrd  He.  It  aocs-:  r.ol  alwavr,  imply  moral  obliquity,  ),•:• 
may  be  even  vlpaI  to  specify  boricst  inissiatemtnts,  or  even  soniv- 
timcs  a  jesf..  Mr.  Gainiss,  as  ihe  Indians  callerl  him,  took  tl;i% 
little  aboriginal  repartee  in  the  facetious  sense  intended  by  Xitta- 
kechi.  The  name  of  this  chief  rnay  be  translated  Day-prolongcr. 
It  is  said  that  he  could  do  so  much  business  in  a  day,  that  he 
seemed,  as  it  were,  l.o  prolong  or  lengthen  out  the  day  for  such 
work. 

In  the  late  summer  or  early  fall  of  :8i  i,  the  celebrated  Shawnee 
chief,  Tecumseh,  visited  the  Choctaw  people  for  the  purpose  of 
inducing  them  to  join  c.  proposed  Indian  confederacy.  He  found 
in  Pushmataha  a  niost  strenuous  opponent  to  all  his  designs. 
None  of  the  Choctaw  Mingoes,  or  sub-mingoes  favored  Tecumseh 
in  the  slightest  degree,  but  according  to  Choctav/  tradition,  Push- 
mataha was  the  most  >^ealous  of  all  in  his  opposition.  In  the  suc- 
ceeding Creek  War,  he  early  joined  the  American  army  with  his 
warriors.  He  was  commissioned  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  com- 
manded a  battalion  of  warriors  in  the  Holy  Ground  campaign,  in 
which  he  was  an  actor  of  no  mean  distinction.  He  was  strict  and 
conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  his  military  duties  during  the 
war,  and  was  so  rigid  in  his  discipline,  that  he  early  succeeded  in 
converting  his  wild  warriors  into  efficient  troops. 

During  the  Creek  War,  the  great  mass  of  the  Choctaws  were 
friendly  to  the  Americans,  and  from  first  to  last,  several  hundred 
of  their  warriors  served  in  the  American  armies.  But  notwith- 
standing this  general  friendliness  of  the  Choctaws,  there  were  a 
few  Choctaws,  not  exceeding  thirty,  perhaps  not  so  many,  that 
united  with  the  Creeks  and  fought  against  the  Americans.  This 
fact  is  derived  from  the  following  several  sources  which  mutually 
corroborate  each  other:  !Monette's  History  of  the  Mississippi  Val- 
ley, Gaines'  Roninisccnccs,  in  the  Mobile  Register,  Claiborne's  Mis- 
sissippi, p.  487,  notes  of  conversations  of  the  writer  in  1877  with 
Captain  S.  P.  Doss,  of  Pickensville.  Ala.,  who  was  a  friend  of 
Pushmataha's,  conversations  in  1878  with  Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell. 
of  Shuqualak.  ]\Iiss..  who  received  his  information  from  Stonie 
Hadjo  and  a  "talk"  in  1885  with  old  Hemonubbee.  who  stated 
that  he  received  the  information  from  his  father  Fillomotubbee. 
and  other  Choctaws.  As  to  the  fate  of  these  Choctaw  renegades, 
apart  from  the  brief   statement  in   Claiborne's  Mississippi,  the 
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writer  received  the  story  in  detail  from  the  three  above  mentioned 
parties,  Captain  Doss,  Mr.  Campbell  and  Hemonubbee.  There 
was  no  appreciable  difference  in  their  respective  narratives,  save 
as  to  the  locality,  which  Captain  Doss  alone  remembered.  The 
story  is  as  follows  : 

Some  time  after  the  Creek  War,  the  Choctaw  renegades  in  the 
Creek  country  applied  to  the  Choctaw  chiefs  for  permission  to  re- 
turn to  their  old  homes  in  the  Choctaw  Nation.  Pushmataha, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  other  Mingoes,  sent  them  word  grant- 
ing permission  to  return,  provided  that  on  their  way  back,  they 
would  come  through  a  certain  well  known  deep  gorge  or  defile 
between  two  hills,  situated  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Dcmopo- 
lis — the  exact  locality  not  known  to  Captain  Doss.  To  this  proj)- 
osition  the  renegades  assented.  Pushmataha,  meanwhile  thor- 
oughly informed  as  to  their  movements,  secretly  had  a  party  of 
trusty  warriors  posted  on  both  sides  of  the  defile,  and  when  the 
renegades  had  completely  entered  therein,  the  warriors  opened 
fire  upon  them  and  killed  every  man.  In  this  manner  by  a  kind 
of  aboriginal  drum  head  court-martial  Pushmataha  punished  tr.e 
only  case  of  treason  among  the  Choctaws  that  occurred  during 
the  Creek  War  of  1813. 

It  has  ever  been  a  matter  of  boast  with  the  Choctaws  of  ]Missis- 
sippi,  even  down  to  the  present  day,  that  the  Choctaws  as  a  nation 
never  bore  arms  against  the  Americans.  CJiahta  okla  hat  mtak 
nan  asho  nahiiUo  ya  ittintanainpit  issish  a  hlatabli  tok  kcyu  hokc. 
''The  Choctaw  people  have  never  shed  the  blood  of  white  men  in 
war." 

After  the  Creek  \\'ar,  the  most  prominent  event  connected  with 
the  life  of  Pushmataha,  was  the  treaty  of  Doak's  Stand  in  1820. 
In  the  negotiations  on  this  occasion,  he  displayed  inuch  dip!  > 
macy  and  showed  a  business  capacity  equal  to  that  of  General 
Jackson,  against  whom  he  was  pitted,  in  driving  a  sharp  bargain. 

Pushmataha  died  in  Washington  City,  ab'^ut  u  o'clock,  p.  m., 
December  23rd.  1824.  There  is  now  in  the  possession  of  }.Irs.  C. 
Robb,  who  is  a  neice  of  Captain  David  Folsom.  an  autograph  let- 
ter of  the  Captain's,  which  gives  some  account  of  the  chief's  last 
days  and  hours.  Folsom  was  with  the  Choctaw  delegation  in 
Washington,  at  the  time  of  Pushmataha's  death,  in  the  three-fold 
character  of  delegate,  treasurer  and  interpreter.  His  letter  is 
divided  in  three  parts,  bearing  the  dates  of  December  24th.  25th. 
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and  26th,  1824.  From  a  certain  passag-e  in  that  jmrt  of  the  Icti-r 
dated  DcccuiIkt  25th  it  is  evident  that  croup  or  (luinsy,  with  ex- 
cessive and  habitual  intoxication,  was  the  cause  of  the  death  oi 
Pushmataha.  A  few  lines  are  quoted  from  the  part  of  the  letter 
dated  December  24th: 

"Two  nights  before  he  died,  he  wheezed  very  much  and  struggled  vcr; 
much  in  his  sleep.  But  n<jtwitli>tanding  all  this,  he  would  e.xpose  In::; 
self  in  every  line  of  exposure,  and  tin.nlly  on  the  23d  instant.  al)out  nir,-  ' 

o'clock,  A.  M.,  he  was  attacked  out  on  the  street.  He  could  hardly  '^n- 
his  breath.  Two  doctors  were  immediately  called,  and  etforts  were  mal- 
but  done  no  good.     He  died  about  twelve  o'clock,  P.  M." 

Ca[)tain  Folsom,  whether  present  or  absent  at  the  death  scene 
of  Pushmataha,  being  a  Choctaw  and  familiar  with  the  languacj^e 
of  the  Choctaw  attendants  of  the  chief,  had  the  best  opportunity 
for  securing  all  particulars  pertaining  to  his  death.     He  is  totally 
silent  as  to  some  romantic  details  recorded  in  Claiborne's  Life  of 
Sam  Dale,  p.  136;  INIcKenny  and  Hall's  Indian  Tribes  of  Xortli 
Atneriea,  and  by  Drake's  American  Indians.     How  true  these  de- 
tails may  be  or  how  much  fiction  may  be  intermingled  with  them, 
we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining.     But  there  is  one  passage  in 
McKenny  and  Hall,  the  dying  talk  of  Pushmataha,  which,  from 
a  consideration  of  some  circumstances,  can  be  shown  to  be  a  piece 
of  pure  fiction.     A  practical  man.  like  Pushmataha,  in  his  death 
agony  would  not  be  apt  to  indulge  in  poetical  language  about 
"birds'  singing."  or  "flowers'  blooming,"  or  likening  the  tidings 
of  his  death  to  ''the  sound  of  the  fall  of  a  mighty  oak  in  the  still- 
ness of  the  woods."     Even  assuming  that  Pushmataha  did  in- 
dulge in  this  poetical  though  garrulous  talk,  the  query  arises,  was 
the  talk  in  English  or  Choctaw?     Below  in  this  sketch  can  be 
seen  an  example  of  Pushmataha's  English,  and  judging  from  this 
specimen  alone,  the  merest  tyro  in  Indianology  would  know  that 
he  was  utterly  incapable  of  such  high  Hown  poetical  diction  as 
that  recorded  by  ^IcKenny  and  Hall.     In  addition  to  this,  from 
statements  made  to  the  writer  in  by-gone  years  by  Captain  S.  P. 
Doss,  of  Ala.,  and  !Mr.  Archibald  McArthur.  of  Miss.,  it  can  be 
confidently  stated   that    Pushmataha's   English   vocabulary  was 
very  meager  and  his  general  knowledge  of  the  language  exceed- 
ingly limited.     Again,  assuming  that  Pushmataha  did  actuall}' 
make  this  talk  in  English,  although  men  in  their  dying  hours  al- 
most invariably  make  use  of  their  native  speech,  the  query  arises, 
who  translated  the  talk   from  Choctaw  into  English?     Was   it 
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translated  at  the  time?  Capt'^iri  FoUom  wa?,  without  rlouht.  the 
l.est  educated  man  of  thu  Clicctaw  deieg-ation.  W'c  know  the  ex- 
tent of  his  education,  for  hi=  neice  states  ti:at  he  attended  school 
only  six  months  in  his  lite.  His  letter  is  suhicient  evidence  of  his 
imperfect  education,  for  it  r-'.vanr.s  with  inaccurate  expressions, 
proving  that  he  was  incapable  of  translaiini;-  Pushmataha's  talk 
into  tiiat  elegant  Johnsonese  English ,  which,  to  conclude  the 
whole  matter,  one  is  compelled  to  believe  was  fabricated  by  one 
or  both  of  the  authors  of  that  book  and  palmed  otT  upon  a  credu- 
lous world  as  the  last  dying  talk  of  Pushmataiia. 

A  record  or  knowledge  of  the  phvsical  stature  of  distinguished 
men  may  be  considered  by  some  as  being  of  little  historical  im- 
portance. But  if  all  the  errors  of  historians,  even  in  trifles,  are 
to  be  corrected,  it  may  be  well  to  direct  attention  to  a  statement 
in  Claiborne's  Life  of  Dale,  p.  135,  that  Pushmataha  was  six  feet 
two  inches  high.  This  is  an  error.  The  writer,  at  intervals  in 
by-gone  years,  has  interrogated  several  persons,  both  whites  and 
Choctaws,  who  had  seen  Pushmataha,  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  as  a  result  from  their  statements,  it  can  be  confidently  placed 
on  record  that  he  was  about  tive  feet  nine  or  ten  inches — certainly 
under  six  feet.  The  statements  of  two  informants  will  perhaps  be 
sufificient.  The  late  Captain  Doss  was  six  feet  one  inch  high,  and 
if  Pushmataha  had  been  six  feet  two  inches,  his  stature  would 
have  exceeded  that  of  the  Captain  Doss,  and  he  would  surely  have 
been  impressed  with  the  chief's  great  stature.  On  the  contrary, 
Captain  Doss  gave  five  feet  nine  inches  a?  about  his  stature.  The 
late  Ut.  Archibald  :\IcArthur  stated  that  he  himself  was  five  feet 
eight  inches,  and  he  did  not  think  that  Pushmataha  was  any  or 
at  least  very  little  taller  than  himself.  All  the  accounts  agree  tliat 
he  was  a  man  of  portly  build,  and  take  him  all  in  all  he  was  what 
the  world  simply  calls  "a  big  Indian." 

About  1850  there  appeared  in  a  :Mississippi  Journal  an  article 
on  Indian  oratory  in  which  the  writer  quoted  a  sentence  that  he 
considered  the  most  eloquent  expression  that  ever  fell  from 
Indian  lips.  Referring  to  Pushmataha,  he  wrote :  "Pushmataha 
when  once  asked  who  were  his  parents,  replied.  *I  had  no 
father,  I  had  no  mother.  The  lightning  rent  the  living  oak.  and 
Pushmataiia  sprang  forth.""  This  so-called  speech  of  Push- 
mataha, with  more  or  less  varying  phraseology,  for  full  forty 
years,  has  been  a  favorite  quotation  with  the  historical  writers. 
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editors  and  sturiip  spcaK-er-;  Oi  Mississippi.  Xotwithstandinj;^  :!;■. 
fact  that  i'usliiiicMaiia  had  i<  -,ery  poor,  smattering  knowledge  >>i 
English,  in  Lowry  and  McCardle's  History  of  Mississipl>i,  this 
si)eech  has  even  been  expanded  into  O^sianic  language,  leading; 
one  to  the  susp.ciou  that  Pnshniatana  had  spent  some  of  hii 
leisure  hours  in  reading  the  songs  of  Selma.  In  that  book  Pu.di- 
mataha  thus  speaks:  "I  had  no  father,  no  mother,  no  brother, 
no  sister.  The  \viud3  howled,  the  rain  fell,  the  thunder  roared 
and  the  lightning  Hashed ;  a  pine  tree  was  shivered  and  from  its 
splinters  Pushmatah:.  stept  forth  with  Ids  rifle  on  his  shoulder." 
In  Claiborne's  Life  of  Dak,  Pushmataha  is  no*;  so  Ossianic  but 
rather  more  laconic,  ^n  thai;  book  he  spouts  forth :  "I  have  n<j 
father  and  no  mother.  The  lightning  struck  an  oak  tree,  and 
Pushmataha  spr-.mg  out  of  it  just  as  he  stands."  In  Clai- 
borne's Mississippi,  published  nineteen  years  after  the  Life  of 
Dale,  Pushmataha's  speech  has  expanded  a  little,  a  few  mo:e 
words  being  added  to  it,  as  follows :  "Pushmataha  has  no  father 
and  no  mother.  The  lightning  struck  a  big  oak  tree  and  Push- 
mataha leaped  out  of  it  a  warrior  just  as  he  now^  stands."'  This 
speech,  purporting  to  have  come  from  the  mouth  of  Pushmataha, 
with  its  various  poetical  versions,  for  nearly  two  generations  has 
been  palmed  ofT  upon  the  credulity  of  the  reading  world.  But 
traced  back  to  its  birth  and  viewed  in  its  swaddling  clothes,  it  is  a 
very  common  place  afifair.  Its  genesis  may  thus  be  stated :  Dr. 
Gideon  Lincecum  and  his  brothers  Grant  and  Grabel  were  among 
the  first  settlers  of  East  ^lississippi.  They  associated  much  with 
the  Choctaws  and  were  familiar  with  their  language.  They  were 
all  acquainted  with  Pushmataha  and  Dr.  Lincecum  has  left  in 
manuscript  a  life  of  the  chief.  According  to  the  Lincecums, 
Pushmataha,  in  his  latter  years,  was  noted  for  his  drunken  habits. 
While  on  his  big  sprees,  whenever  he  came  into  the  presence  of 
white  people,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  repeating  a  certain  sefspeecii, 
as  follows :  'T  no  had  any  father,  I  no  had  any  mother,  lightning 
hit  a  stump  and  Pushmataha  come  hopping  out  just  this  way.'' 
This  is  the  whole  story,  a  set  maudlin  speech  of  a  drunken  Indian. 
One  may  well  conjecture  that  some  romantic  chap,  utterly  ignor- 
ant of  Indian  ways  and  characteristics,  got  hold  of  this  maudlin 
eftusion  of  Pushmataha,  and  under  his  wild  imagination  it  lost  its 
crudeness  antl  grew  into  something  poetic  and  picturesque,  and 
in  process  of  time  it  expanded  more  and  more  until  it  finally 
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crvstalized  into  that  mixture  of  Ossianic  bosh  and  batlios  as  we 
read  it  in  the  writin.crs  of  Southern  liistorians,  and  as  we  hear  it  m 
the  impassioned  speeclies  of  Southern  stump  orators 

In  Reuben  Davis'  Recollections  of  Mississippi  and  Mississip- 
pians,  chapter  viii,  tliere  is  a  most  starthn.c:  narrative— an  account 
of  the  trial  of  Pushmataha  in  Kemper  County,  Mississippi,  f  jr 
the  kiUing  of  an  other  Indian.  Kemper  County  was  ore^anized 
December  2t,,  1833.  Assuming  that  this  trial  occurred  in  1834, 
then  it  occurred  ten  years  after  the  death  of  Pushmataha  in  1S24. 

The  real  facts  of  the  case  are  these :  Mr.  Davis,  in  his  old  age, 
got  Pushmataha  and  Hopaii  Iskitini,  or  "Little  Leader,"  his 
English  name,  badly  mixed  in  his  memory.  About  1835,  Little 
Leader,  who  was  a  noted  chief,  killed  another  Indian,  Teatubee 
(Ilotiafabi),  which  was  followed  by  his  famous  trial,  celebrated 
in  the  annals  of  Kemper  County,  and  which  is  correctlv  de- 
scribed, if  we  substitute  Little  Leader  in  every  place  where  he  has 
written  Pushmataha.  History  ought  not  to  put  the  old  Mingo 
upon  trial  for  a  crime  committed  ten  years  after  his  death. 

Some  account,  even  though  meagre,  should  be  placed  on  record 
as  to  the  home  of  Pushmataha.  From  the  traditional  account >. 
in  the  course  of  his  life,  he  must  have  lived  at  various  places  in  Fiis 
district.  According  to  Gaines'  Reminiscences  he  lived  in  1S05 
near  the  present  site  of  ^.leridian,  ]\Iiss.  According  to  the  late 
Mr.  Archibald  ^IcArthur,  of  :\Iiss.,  his  home  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  on  the  Tennessee  road,  in  Clarke  County.  Miss.,  near 
the  head  waters  of  Buckatunna  Creek.  A  French  Indian  coun- 
trvman  named  Fillingim.  afterwards  owned  and  settled  in  th-.s 
old  home  of  Pushmataha. 

In  bringing  this  record  of  the  Choctaw  ^Mingo  to  a  close,  it 
may  be  proper  to  state  that  Pushmataha,  while  possessing  some 
admirable  traits,  was  grievously  afflicted  with  an  overweening 
vanitv  or  egotism,  and  was  especially  vain  of  the.  as  it  were,  brevet 
military  title  conferred  upon  him  during  the  Creek  War  of  1812. 
Mr.  \Vm.  P.  x\vera,  a  well  known  citizen  living  near  State  Line. 
!Miss.,  states  that  in  early  life  he  has  often  heard  old  m.en  say 
that  when  Pushmataha  came  into  the  presence  of  a  company 
of  white  men.  he  invariably  introduced  himself  thus:  "Do  you 
know  my  name?  I  am  General  Pushmataha."  Rut  this  weak- 
ness is  pardonable,  as  vanity  is  the  most  amia!)le  and  common 
human  weakness. 
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Puslirnntyba  was  a  genuine  patriot  and  in  ail  liis  official  wor-l- 
and  acti(^ns  he  was  actuateJ  l)y  tiie  lii.^^Iicst  regard  for  the  int-.T'.-- 
and  welfare  of  his  people.  He  died  just  ahout  tiie  time  when  lip- 
oid order  was  passing  away,  and  the  new  order  with  its  niissio::- 
aries,  its  schools,  its  churciies  and  its  translations  of  the  Sacred 
Scriptures  was  conung  in  to  revolutionize  all  the  ways  and  ideas 
of  the  Choctaws.  Had  Providence  decreed  for  him  a  later  exist- 
ence, under  the  'ig"ht  of  a  Christian  civilization,  he  might  have 
achieved  for  himself  a  higljcr  and  a  nobler  fame  and  his  mag- 
nificent patriotism  might  have  prompted  him  to  work  out  for  his 
people  a  higher  and  happier  destiny  than  that  by  which  they  are  at 
present  environed.  Pushmataha,  no  doubt,  in  his  public  capacitv. 
and  in  the  light  of  his  surroundings,  did  the  best  he  could.  Let 
us  forget  his  frailties  and  cherish  his  memory  as  one  of  the 
great  aboriginal  heroes  of  the  South. 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTE. 

By  the  Editor. 

As  has  been  stated.  Ptishmataha  died  in  Washington  City,  and  wa  = 
there  buried.  His  body  rests  in  the  Congressional  Cemetery,  surrounded 
by  many  of  the  notables  ot  the  Nation.  The  editor  visited  this  quiet  city 
of  the  dead  one  Sabbath  afternoon  in  the  autumn  of  1894,  and  while  there 
noted  the  inscriptions  on  the  tomb. 

First  Side. 
Pushmataha  |  a  |   Choctaw  Chief  '  hes  here.   1  this  Monument  to  his 
rnemory  |  is   erected    by   his    Brother    Chiefs  :  who    were    associated    with 
him  I  in  a  I  Delegation  |  From  their  Nation,  |  in  the  year  1824,  \  to  the 
I  General  Government  |  of  the  |  United  States.  | 

Second  Side. 

Blank. 

Third  Side. 

He    died    in    Washington.  I  on    the    24th    of     December.    1824.  '  of    the 

Croup,  in  the  |  6oth  year  of  his  age.  |  —  j    Among  his  last  words    were 

the  following:  !  'AVhen  I  am  gone,  let  the  big  |  guns  be  fired  over  me."  1 

Fourth  Side. 

Pushmataha  was  a  warrior  i  of  s^reat  distinction —  !  He  was  wise  In 
Council —  I  Eloquent  in  an  extraordinary  j  degree,  and  on  all  occasions. 
I  and  under  all  circumstances.  1  The  White  man's  friend.   ' 

Likenesses  of  him  will  be  found  in  McKenney  and  Hall's  History  cf 
the  Inc'ian  Tribes  of  Xorth  America  (1S54):  and  inLown.-  and  McCardle's 
History  of  Mississippi  for  Schools  (1S92).  p.   125. 

The  following  are  the  principal  bibliographical  references:  McKenney 
and  Hall's  ludian  Tribes  (1854).  vol.  i,  pp.  1S5-193:  Drake's  Aboris:inSl 
Races  of  Xorth  America  (15th  ed).  pp.  402-3:  Claiborne's  Mississippi  pp. 
514-515:  Claiborne's  Life  of  Dale  (1S60):  Lowry  and  McCardle's  H:st>ry 
of  Mississippi  (iSqi):  B-ewer's  Alabama,  p.  16.  )iotc :  Parton's  Life  cf 
Andrew  Jackson  (1861.  3  vols.):  Reuben  Davis'  Recollections  of  Mississipfi 
and  Mississippiiins    {it<i^);    Peter   J.    Hamilton's   Colonial  Mobile    (1897J; 
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Ball's  Clarke  County.  Ala.  {i<^2);  Halbcrt  iind  Ball's  Creek  IVar  C1805); 
Riley's  tlistory  of  Conecuh  Cmr.ly.  Ala.  CtS8.'. ):  M'.:ek's  !<oiiiiiutic  Passages 
in  Sonflmestern  Histury  08.-;/):  Gc-tkc  S.  (Raines'  ■■Reminiicences  of 
Early  Times  iii  the  .Mi«si .  ;ippi  TtTrito'y,"  in  the  Mobile  Register,  June 
and  July,  1872:  Pic'Kctt's  History  of  Alahaina  (\&ji,  2  vols.):  Good'pced's 
Memoirs  of  Mississij'f'i  (2  vols.);  and  a  Li^c  of,  in  manuscript,  by  Gideon 
Lincecum.  Huiior-00  .Aiistill,  Esq.,  01  l\Ioi)iic  C.-.'^n  of  Jeremiah  Austiil, 
of  the  "'Canoe  Fit^ht"').  l;as  confibuted  to  r'ne  Mobile  Register.  Aui?.  21, 
1897,  a  valuable  paper,  filled  >vitli  lecoUections  of  the  "White  Man's 
Friend,"  received  ir^mi  hi?  father  and  from  both  of  his  grandfathers.  Evan 
Austin  and  John  Eades,  who  settled  prior  to  181 2  in  Clarke  County,  Ala. 


XIII.    SESSIONS  OF  THE  OEXERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF 

ALABAMA. 

Bv  Thom.\s  McAdorv  Owex/  of  CarroUton. 

Although  of  comparatively  recent  formation,  Alabama  has  a 
varied  legislative  expencnce.  The  enactment  of  laws,  the  laws 
themselves,  and  incidental  legislative  happenings,  form  perhaps 
the  most  important  group  ot  items  in  the  current  annals  of  a 
State.  This  is  especially  true  in  Alabama,  where  the  student 
finds  in  the  session  laws  the  most  convenient  basis  for  the  study 
of  any  particular  period.  The  principal  legislative  documents 
are  always  the  Iluuse  and  Senate  Journals,  and  the  Acts,  al- 
though at  ever}'  ses:  ion  there  are  many  pamphlet  bills,  committec 
and  official  reports,  besides  memorials,  etc.  The  list  below  is  for 
practical  use,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  of  value  to  the  student,  as 
well  as  the  man  of  aiiairs.  The  place  of  holding,  the  number  of 
the  session,  the  date  of  convening  and  adjournment,  and  the 
pagination  of  the  Journals  and  Acts  of  each  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  are  presented.  There  is  practically  a  full  set  of  Journals 
and  Acts  in  the  Supreme  Court  Library,  Montgomery.  Ala. 
With  a  few  missing  numbers,  the  compiler  has  a  set  of  both  from 
1 84 1  to  1896-97.* 

Sessions. 
Held  at  St.  Stef'hcus.  temporary  scat  of  the  Territorial  Government : 

1st  session.  1st  General  Assembly.  Alabama  Territory-.  Legislative 
Council:    pp.  56.  iv.    Hov.se:  pp.  — .     Acts:  pp.  116.  iv. 

2d  session,  ist  General  As-cml->1y.  Nov.  2  to  Nov.  21,  1818.  Legislative 
Ccuncil:  pp.  — .     House:  120.     Acts:  pp.  79.  3. 

Held  at  Huntsville,  temporary  scat  of  the  State  Government : 
1st  session.  Oct.  25  to  Dec.  17,  1819.     Senate:  pp.  203.     House:  pp.  203. 
Acts:  pp.  i:;2. 

Held  at  Cahav.'ba.  f.rst  State  Capital: 
2(!  session.  Nov.  6  to  Dec.  21.  .1S20.     Senate:  pp.  131-     House:  pp.  132. 
Acts:  p]i.  116. 

'  For  hioprfaphical  sketch  of  Mr.  Owen,  with  portrait,  see  Tuscaloosa 
Tines.  f>Sth  .Anniversary  and  Trade  Edition.  May  12.  1890. 

•  It  is  of  interest  to  note  the  ver>-  valuable  list  of  '"Colonial  Assemblies 
and  their  Lecri'^lative  Journals.''  which  Dr.  J.  Franklin  Tnmes'-'n  ccives  in 
tl;e  Report  of  the  .-Xm'erican  IrTistorical  Association  for  1897.  Of  course 
no  new  States  are  represented. 
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Called  session,  June  4  to  18,  1821.  Senate:  pp.  62.  House:  pp.  — .  Ads- 
VV-  43[i]. 

;,d  session.  Nov.  5  to  Dec.  19,  1821.  Senate:  pp.  168.  House:  pp.  240. 
.■'c:s:  pp.  120. 

4th  session,  Nov.  18.  1822,  to  Jan.  i,  1823.  Senate:  pp.  16S.  House:  pp. 
1-1 K    Acts:  pp.  148. 

5th  session.  Nov.  17,  to  Dec.  31,  1823.  Senate:  pp.  172.  House:  pp.  Ujz. 
Acts:  pp.  126. 

Cth  session.  Nov.  15  to  Dec.  25,  1824.  Senate:  pp.  151.  House:  pp.  172. 
/'f^.y.-  pp.  140. 

/th  session,  Nov.  21.  1825,  to  Jan.  14,  1826.  Senate:  pp.  1C8.  House: 
pp.  230.    /if/.y.-  pp.  114. 

Held  at  Tuscaloosa,  second  State  Capital. 

S'th  session,  Nov.  20,  1S26,  to  Jan.  13,  1827.  Senate:  pp.  156.  House: 
pp.  279.    Acts:  pp.  124. 

9th  session,  Nov.  10.  1S27,  to  Jan.  15,  1828.  Senate:  pp.  195.  House: 
pp.  2S9.    Acts:  pp.  I76[6]. 

loth  session.  Aov.  17.  1828.  to  Jan.  29.  1829.  Senate:  pp.  222.  House: 
pp.  272.     Acts:  pp.  loS. 

nth  session.  Nov.  16.  1829.  to  Jan.  20.  1830.  Senate:  pp.  214.  Hvuse: 
pp.  296.     Acts:  pp.  95. 

12th  session.  Nov.  15,  1830.  to  Jan.  15,  1S31.  Senate:  pp.  19S.  House: 
pp.  274.     Acts:  pp.  80. 

13th  session,  Nov.  21,  1831,  to  Jan.  21,  1832.  Senate:  pp.  207.  House: 
pp.  246.     Acts:  pp.  120. 

Cnlled  session,  Nov.  5  to  15,  1832.  Senate:  pp.  40.  House:  pp.  48.  Acts: 
pp.  12,  il. 

14th  session,  Nov.  19,  1832,  to  Jan.  12,  1S33.  Senate:  pp.  188.  House: 
pp.  224.    Acts:    pp.  146. 

15th  session,  Nov.  18,  1S33,  to  Jan.  17,  1834.  Senate:  pp.  184.  House: 
pp.  246.     Acts:  pp.  205. 

i6th  session,  Nov.  17.  1834.  to  Jan.  10.  1835.  Senate:  pp.  194.  House: 
pp.  197.     ^1r/.y.-  pp.  160. 

17th  session,  Nov.  16.  1833,  to  Jan.  9.  1836.  Senate:  pp.  iCS.  House: 
pp.  209.     Acts:  pp.  184. 

i8th  session,  Nov.  7  to  Dec.  23,  1836.  Senate:  pp.  128.  House:  pp.  200. 
/^f^.y.-  pp.  152. 

Called  session.  June  12  to  June  30,  1837.  Senate:  pp.  40.  House:  pp. 
91.     Acts:  pp.  42.  il. 

[19th]  session.  Nov.  6  to  Dec.  25.  1837.  Senate:  pp.  136.  House:  pp. 
2cS.    /:/f/j;  pp.  136. 

[20th]  session.  Dec.  3.  1838,  to  Feb.  2,  1839.  Senate:  pp. — .  House:  pp. 
296.     ^'if/5.-  pp.  216. 

[21st]  session.  Dec.  2,  1S39.  to  Feb.  5.  1S40.  Senate:  pp.  336.  Ho-.tse: 
pp.  376.     Wf/.y."  pp.   192. 

[2.2dl  session.  Nov.  2.  1840.  to  Jan.  3.  1841.  Senate:  pp. — .  House:  pp. 
3:^S.     Acts:  pp.  215. 

Called  session,  April,  1841.    Senate:  pp.  — .    House:  pp.  — .    Acts:  pp.  24' 

r23dl  session.  Nov.  .1  to  Dec.  31.  1841.  Senate:  pp. — .  House:  pp.  356. 
/^r^i'.-  pp.  182X. 

[24th]  session.  Dec.  5.  1842.  to  Feb.  15.  1843.  Senate:  pp.  ^,$7-  Ho::se: 
T'./.  47^-     Acts:  pp.  256. 

[25th]  ses'^ion.  Dec.  4.  1843.  to  Jan.  17.  1844.  Senate:  pp.  286.  House: 
pp.  202.     .-/(:/5;   pp.   224. 

[26tlil  se=;sion.  Dec.  2.  1844.  to  Jan.  27.  1845.  Senah-:  pp.  320.  H'Use: 
pp.  403.     Acts:  pp.  247. 

'Reprinted  in  pbrto-tac.-imile  by  Sic.ti'.tc  Lc:^-  Book  Co..  Washington. 
D.  C..  1805:  price.  $5.00. 
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27th   session.   Dec.    i,   1845,  to   Feb.  5,   1846.     Senate:   pp.   299.     Hous.- 
pp.  507.     Acts:  pp.  280. 

Held  at  Montgomery,  third  State  Capital. 

1st  biennial  ses.sion.   Dec.  6,   1847,  to   Mar.  6,    1848.     Senate:   pp.   4?^. 
House:   pp. — .     Acts:   pp.  4y3. 

2d  biennial  sessir,n,  Dec.  12,  1849,  tc/  Feb.  13,  1850.  Senate:  pp.  501. 
House:  pp.   559.     /7f/.f.'  pp.  544. 

3d  biennial  session,  Nov.  10,  1851,  to  Feb.  10,  1852.  Senate:  pp.— 
House:  pp.  586.     Acts:  pp.  575. 

4th  biennial  session,  Nov.  14,  1853,  to  Feb.  18,  1854.  Senate:  pp.  342. 
House:  pp.     563.     ^cts:  pp.  534. 

5th  biennial  session.  Nov.  12,  1855,  to  Feb.  15,  1856.  Senate:  pp.  372. 
House:  pp.  648.    Acts:  pp.  388. 

6th  biennial  session,  Nov.  g,  1857,  to  Feb.  8.  1858.  Senate:  pp.  356. 
House:  pp.  C04.    Acts:  pp.  468. 

7th  biennial  session,  Nov.  14,  1859,  to  Feb.  27,  i860.  Senate:  pp.  411. 
House:  pp.  543.     Acts:  pp.  724. 

[ist]  called  session,  Jan.  14  to  Feb.  9,  1861.  Senate:  pp.  115.  House: 
pp.  198.     Acts:  pp.  161,  il. 

2d  called  and  lit  annual  session.  Oct.  28  to  Nov.  11,  1S61,  and  Nov. 
II.  to  Dec.  10.  1S61.     Senate-  pp.  247.     House:  pp.  296.    Acts:  pp.  303  [ij. 

Called  and  2d  annual  session.  Oct.  27  to  Nov.  10,  1862,  Nov.  10  to 
Dec.  9,  1862.    Soiatc:  pp.  238.    House:  pp.  2j:i.    Acts:  pp.  226. 

Called  and  3d  annual  session,  Aug.  17  to  Aug.  29.  1863,  Nov.  9  to  Dec. 
8,  1863.     Sotate:  pp.  252.     House:  pp.  266.     Acts:  pp.  248. 

Called  and  4th  annual  session,  Sept.  27  to  Nov.  18,  1864.  Senate:  pp.  — . 
House:  pp.  — .     Acts:  pp.  218. 

Session,  Nov.  20.  1S65,  to  Feb.  23,  1866.  Senate:  pp.  352-p.  House: 
PP-  4S0+.     Acts:  pp.  631. 

Session,  Nov.  12,  iSb6,  to  Feb.  19,  1867.  Senate:  pp.  423.  House:  pp. 
509.     Acts:  pp.  Si  I. 

Sessions,  July  13  to  Aug.  12.  Sept.  16  to  Oct.  10.  Nov.  2  to  Dec.  3, 
1868.    Senate:  pp.  482.     House:  pp.  493.     Acts:  pp.  663. 

Sessions  Nov.  15.  1S69,  to  Mar.  3,  1870.  Senate:  pp.  476.  House:  pp. 
584.     Acts:  pp.  512. 

Session.  Nov.  21,  1S70.  to  Mar.  9,  1871.  Senate:  pp.  373.  House:  pp. 
609.     Acts:  pp.  367. 

Session,  Nov.  20.  1871,  to  Feb.  26,  1872.  Senate:  pp.  591.  House:  pp. 
685.    Acts:  pp.  532. 

Session,  Nov.  18,  1872.  to  April  23,  1873.  Senate:  pp.  739.  House:  pp. 
976.    Acts:  pp.  636.  il. 

This  was  known  as  the  "Court-House"  assembly.  The  Journals  of 
its  rival,  the  "Capitol"  body,  were  not  printed  until  1874.  when  they  were 
Bound  with  these,  respectively,  are  the  Journals  of  the  "Capitol"  Senate 
1872:  pp.  I- 102.  House:  pp.  275-386. 

Session.  Nov.  17  to  Dec.  16.  1873.  Senate:  pp.  320.  House:  pp.  274- 
Bound  with  those,  respectfully,  are  the  Journals  of  the  "Capitol"  Senate 
and   House.    1872-73.     See  preceding  title.     Acts:   pp.   247.    il. 

Session,  Nov.  16,  1874,  to  Mar.  22,  1875.  Senate:  pp.  685.  House:  pp. 
800.    Acts:  pp.  745  [i]. 

Session,  Dec.  28.  1875.  to  Mar.  8.  1S76.  Senate:  pp.  721.  il.  House:  pP- 
767.     Acts:   pp.     463    [i]. 

Session.  Nov.  14.  1S76,  to  Feb.  9,  1877.  Senate:  pp.  560.  House:  pp. 
764.     Acts:  pp.  3s6- 

Session,  Nov.  12.  1878,  to  Feb.  13,  1S79.  Senate:  pp.  666.  House:  pp. 
907.     Acts:  pp.  536. 

Session.  Nov.  0.  1880,  to  Mar.  i.  1881.  Senate:  pp.  757.  House:  pP- 
964.     Acts:  pp.  538.  il. 
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Session.  Nov.  14,  18S2,  to  Feb.  23,  188.3.  Senate:  pp.  8jo.  House:  pp. 
957.     ^Icts:  pp.  7 JO. 

Session,  N(jv.  11,  1884,  to  Feb.  17,  1885.  Senate:  pp.  888.  House:  pp. 
1045-     ^ic'^-    pp.  959- 

Session,  Nov.  9.  1886,  to  Feb.  28,  1887.  Senate:  pp.  1037.  House:  pp. 
1391.     Acts:  p.  1096. 

Session,  Nov.  13,  1888,  to  Feb.  28,  1889.  Senate:  pp.  797.  House:  pp. 
1300.     Acts:    pp.    1 160. 

Session,  Nov.  11,  1890,  to  Feb.  18,  1891.  Senate:  pp.  908.  House:  pp. 
1300.     Acts:  pp.   1509  [i],   1 1. 

Session,  Nov.  15,  1892.  to  Feb.  21,  1893.  Senate:  pp.  1015.  House:  pp. 
1513.     Acts:  pp.  1270. 

Session.  Nov.  13.  1894,  to  Feb.  18  1895.  Senate:  pp.  993.  House:  pp. 
121 1.     Acts:  pp.  1328. 

Session,  Nov.  10,  1896.  to  Feb.  18,  1897.  Senate:  pp.  1451.  House:  pp. 
1442.     Acts:  pp.  161 1   [i]. 


XIV.  SKETCH  OF  PETTL'S'  BRIGADE. 

By  Gen.  Edmund  Winston  Pkttls/  of  Sp:lm.\. 

*  Head  Qrs.  Pettus  Brigade, 
Camp  near  Dalton,  Georgia, 

March  17th,  1864. 
Col.  W.  H.  Fowler, 

Richmond,  \'a. 
Colonel: — Your  letter  of  the  8th  inst.  with  circulars  enclosed, 
was  received  yesterda;, .     I   hope  you  will  be  successful  in  the 
work  you  have  undertaken. 

This  Brigade  is  composed  of  five  Regiments — the  20th  Ala. 
Regt.,  commanded  by  Col.  James  M.  Dedman ;  the  23rd  Ala. 
Regt.,  Ccl.  F.  K.  Beck,  but  now  commanded  by  Lt.  Col.  J.  B. 

'E.  W.  Pettus  was  born  in  Limestone  County.  Ala.,  July  6.  1821;  is 
the  youngest  child  of  John  Pettus  and  Alice  T..  a  daughter  of  Capt.  .An- 
thony W  iri>ton,  of  \'ircriria.  a  revolutionary  soldier;  was  educated  at  ihe 
common  schools  in  Alabama  and  at  Clinton  College,  in  Smith  County^ 
Tenn.;  studied  law  in  the  ofrtce  of  William  Cooper,  then  the  leader  of 
the  bar  in  North  Alabama;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1842,  and  com- 
menced the  practice  of  law  at  Gainesville.  Ala.,  as  partner  of  Hon.  Tur- 
ner Rcavis;  in  1S44  was  elected  solicitor  for  the  seventh  circuit;  served 
as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Mexican  war;  in  1849  resigned  the  ottice  of  solici- 
tor and  went,  with  a  party  of  his  neighbors,  on  horseback  to  California; 
was  elected  judge  of  the  seventh  circuit  after  his  return  to  Alabama  in 
1S55.  but  resigned  that  office  in  1858.  and  removed  to  Dallas  County, 
where  he  now  resides;  resumed  the  practice  of  law  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Pettus.  Pegues  &  Dawson;  in  1861  went  into  the  Confederare 
army  as  major  of  the  Twentieth  Alabama  Infantry,  and  soon  afterwards 
was  made  lieutenant-colonel  of  that  regiment;  in  October.  1863.  was 
made  a  brigadier-general  of  infantry,  and  served  till  the  close  of  the 
w.-'.r.  and  he  was  in  many  battles;  after  the  war  returned  to  his  home  and 
to  the  practice  of  law.  and  has  continued  at  that  work  since:  since  he 
became  a  voter  has  been  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party;  in  November. 
iS(;/>,  was  nominated  by  that  party,  and  elected  by  the  legislature^of  Ala- 
bama United  States  Senator  for  the  term  commencing  March  4.  1897.  and 
expiring  ^larch  3,  1903;  never  was.  before,  a  candidate  ff>r  any  political 
office;  ha.  been  a  dckeate  to  all  of  the  Democratic  national  conventions, 
except  the  first  and  last,  since  the  war.  and  when  a  delegate,  was  chair- 
man of  the  .Mabama  dek-iration.  For  further  references  sec  Brewer  s 
Alabama,  pp.  227-220:  Hardv's  Schna  (1870^  p.  175;  Garrett's  Public  Men 
in  Alabama,  pp.  ^82-^,8^:  vSmith  and  DeLand's  Xorfhcrn  Alabama,  p? 
667-t'/i8;  and  Brant  and  Fuller's  Memorial  Record  of_  Alabama,  vol.  i.  pp. 
900-904.  Kach  of  these  sketches  contains  many  incidents  in  the  military 
career  of  Gen.  Pettus. 

"This  letter  is  taken  from  the  original  on  file  in  the  ofrice  of  the  Ad- 
jutant General  of  Alabama,  among  the  papers  of  W.  H.  Fowler.  -A.n 
account  of  his  work  is  found  in  this  volume. 
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Uibb;  the  30th  Ala.  Kcgt.,  commanded  by  Col.  Charles  M.  Shelly  ; 
the  31st  Ala.  Regt.,  commanded  by  Col.  Daniel  R.  Hundley,  and 
the  46th  Ala.  Regt.,  Col.  3.1.  L.  Woods ;  but  now  commanded  by 
Capt.  Geo.  E.  Brewer. 

The  Brigade  was  organized  in  its  present  form  in  November, 
1862,  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Tracy,  who  was 
killed  on  the  1st  of  May,  1863,  at  the  battle  of  Port  Gibson,  Col. 
I.  W.  Garrott  of  the  20th  Ala.  Regt.,  then  command [ed]  the 
Brigade  for  a  few  days ;  and  was  relieved  by  Brig.  Gen.  Stephen 
D.  Lee,  who  commanded  the  Brigade  at  the  battle  of  Baker's 
Creek^  and  during  the  Siege  of  Vicksburg.  Col.  Garrott  was 
about  the  25th  of  May,  1863,  promoted  to  be  Brig.  Gen. ;  but  he 
never  heard  of  his  promotion,  and  was  killed  at  \'icksburg  on  the 
17th  day  of  June,  1S63.  A  short  time  after  the  surrender  of 
Vicksburg  Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee  was  made  a  Major  General  and 
assigned  to  the  conmiand  of  the  Cavalry  in  Miss.  On  the  iSth 
day  of  September,  1863,  L  being  then  Lt.  Col.  of  the  20th  Ala. 
Regt.,  was  made  a  Brig.  Gen.  and  assigned  to  the  command  of 
this  Brigade.  My  appointment  as  Colonel  of  the  20th  Ala.  Regt. 
was  made  before,  but  was  not  received  until  after  I  had  accepted 
my  present  position. 

My  Staff  ofticers  are  Capt.  John  S.  Smith,  A.  A.  General,  (of 
Perry  County,  Ala.,  appointed  Oct.  18,  1863,  from  Adjutant  >A 
20th  Ala.  Regt.):  ,AIaj.  John  E.  :\IcElrath.  A.  O.  M.  (of  East 
Tenn.),  appointed  Dec.  11,  1862;  Maj.  W.  P.  Hollingsworth  (of 
Cherokee  Co..  Ala.),  A.  C.  S.,  appointed  Xov.  i.  1862:  and  Capt. 
J.  A.  Story  (of  Calhoun  Co.,  Ala.),  appointed  IMay  27,  1862.  My 
aide  de  camp  has  not  been  appointed. 

I  will  try  to  aid  }  ou  in  your  work,  so  far  as  it  may  relate  to  my 
brigade.* 

I  am  Sir,  most  respectfully, 

Your  Obt.  Servt., 
Edm*^.  W.  Pettus,  Brig.  Gen.  Com'ding. 

\A.  copy  of  Gen.  Lee's  report  on  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek  is  in  the 
archives  of  the  Society,  having  been  supplied  by  him.  It  i?  printed  in  the 
Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies,  vol.  xxiv.  part  2.  pp. 
101-103. 

'Brewer's  AlabaD'.a  contn'r-  ^hnrt  accounts  of  these  several  Regiments, 
with  staff  and  company  commanders. 

Incomplete  returns  of  the  20th.  30th  and  31st  Regiments  are  on  file  in 
the  office  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  Alabama.  Rosters  of  the  4nth. 
"Complete  with  historical  memoranda  from  organization  to  surrender." 
except  of  Go's.  B.  H.  F.  and  I.,  are  also  on  file. 

Prison  Exf'erieuces  during  the  Late  War  (1S74I  is  the  title  of  an  interest- 
ing volume  by  Col.  Daniel  R.  tfundley,  31st  .-Kla..  one  of  the  Regimt-nts 
of  this  Brigade,  in  which  he  details  camp  life,  service  in  the  field,  capture, 
imprisonment,  escape,  etc. 


f 


XV.  ALABAMA  RI\'ER    HOATS,   BURNED   OR    SUNK 

FROM  1865  TO  1894.1  I 

The  following-  facts  and'  information  concernincc  the  boats  on 
the  Alabama  river,  that  have  sunk  or  been  burned  since  the  war, 
was  prepared  by  an  old  Alabama  river  pilot.  , 

The  list  beg-ins  with  the  steamboat  Autauga,  which  was  sunk 
at  Autauga  landing.  The  river  was  very  high  and  the  boat  landed 
on  a  stump,  which  tore  a  hole  in  her  bottom.  She  filled  and 
turned  completely  upside  down.  She  was  on  her  way  from 
Selma  to  Montgomery  and  was  loaded  with  the  corpses  of  Yankee 
soldiers.  iThe  hull  floated  down  to  Carter's  plantation  near 
Gainestown,  bottom  up.     The  negroes  swarmed  out  and  thought  i 

they  had  struck  a  rich  find,  but  consternation  spread  among  them  T 

when  they  found  nothing  but  dead  bodies.     At  the  time  of  the  | 

accident  C.  J.  English  was  captain,  and  Joe  Powers  pilot.  | 

The  Commodore  Ferrand  sunk  at  Packer's  landing ;  Thomas  | 

Eanes  master,  John  Williams  pilot.  | 

The  Sunny  South  was  burned  at  Portland  and  drifted  to  Mc- 
Millan's Landing,  where  she  now  lies.  George  Kirk  was  her 
captain  at  the  time. 

The  Benefit  caug-ht  fire  at  Stark's  Landing  and  after  drifting 
four  or  five  miles  down  the  river,  she  sank.     Charles  English  was  ^ 

captain.  f 

The  Onward  was  burned  just  above  Bell's  Landing  and  several 
negroes  and  seven  hundred  and  one  bales  of  cotton  were  lost.  1 

The  fire  was  started  by  a  cigarette.     Peter  Aunspagh  was  cap-  I 

tain  and  Jack  Swan  pilot.    Captain  Aunspagh  saved  the  only  lady  | 

passenger  on  board  by  pulling  her  down  the  hog  chain  over  the  | 

wheel  of  the  boat.  ' 

The  Joab  Lawrence  was  sunk  at  Yellow  Jacket  and  was  a 
complete  wreck ;  Van  Gunnison  master.  Jack  Gayle  pilot.  *. 

^Froni    Montgomery   Advertiser,   March    14.    1S94,    reprinted   from    the  { 

Mobile  Register.  '  I 

The  statistical  value  of  this  list  is  obvious.     It  has  a  value  also  as  a  ' 
contribution   to  the  history  of  water  transportation  in   Alabama,   a   full 

account  of  which  is  a  desideratum.  ' 
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Tlie  Cli])cr  was  hiuiKil  in  the  ciu-r»it  and  several  passcn;;;.:rs 
were  drowncfl,  ^iwovt,:;  thoce  lo?.t  being"  the  captain,  Mumf'»r'l 
Kng^lish.     She  was  a  total  loss. 

The  Nvanza  sank  in  the  cut-off,  Owen  Finnc^^an  master.  Ben 
Pierce  pilot.     She  was  afterwards  raised  and  ran  several  years. 

The  Sally  Li.st  was  sunk  at  Tortlaiid  lower  shoals;  C.  J.  Eng- 
lish master,  William  Rut-herlorcl  {)i!ot. 

The  C.  W.  Dorrance  ran  riv.-r  the  wreck  of  the  Senator  Xo.  2 
and  tore  her  whole  iDOttom  out.  She  was  a  complete  loss  ;  Byrnes 
Mealier  master,  Billy  AlcCurd--  pilot. 

The  Jewess  ran  on  a  log  and  sank  at  the  mouth  of  Chickasa- 
bogue  Creek  in  a  fog.  She  was  afterwards  raised ;  Byrnes 
Meaher  master.     Levi  NViiliarns  pilot. 

The  Blackford  ran  against  the  Louisville  and  Xashville  Rail- 
road bridge,  turned  over  and  was  burned  up ;  Van  Gunnison  mas- 
ter, Levy  Gayle  and  Henry  Sullivan  pilots. 

The  Virginia  No.  2  sank  at  Silver  Creek  Shoals  and  was  after- 
wards raised ;  Byrnes  ^Meaher  master ;  J.  D.  \'ick.  pilot. 

The  Mary  Swan  sank  at  die  cut-ofT  point  and  was  afterwards 
raised  ;  Willis  O'Bannon,  master. 

The  Lucy  E.  Gastrell  was  simk  at  Indian  Town  and  raised  by 
the  crew  in  half  a  day ;  Owen  Finnegan,  master ;  J.  D.  \'ick.  pilot. 
The  Mist  was  sunk  at  Frank   Earl's  Shoals  and  afterwards 
raised ;  James  Stewart,  master :  Henry  Sullivan,  pilot. 

The  Mary  Ida  was  run  over  by  the  Maggie  Burke  and  sank  like 
a  shot  out  of  a  shovel  at  Chastang's  BlufT.  At  the  time,  Owen 
Finnegan  was  master  of  the  Burke  and  J.  D.  \'ick.  pilot. 

The  Lucy  E.  Gastrell  was  sunk  the  second  time  at  White  Bluff 
Shoals  and  was  a  complete  wreck;  P.  J.  Lyons,  master;  J.  D. 
X'^ick,  pilot. 

The  Captain  Sam  blew  up  at  Hadnots  and  eleven  people  were 
killed.  Captain  Sandy  English's  little  daughter  was  lost  and 
never  a  vestige  of  her  ever  found  ;  C.  J.  English,  master ;  William 
Hawkins,  pilot. 

According  to  the  Government  inspectors'  reports,  the  Alabama 
River  pilots  have  the  best  record  of  any.  Those  now  living  are  C. 
L.  Johnston,  Andrew  Forrey,  J.  D.  \'ick.  B.  F.  Peeples.  William 
Hawkins,  F.  E.  Smith,  R.  P..  Bn»wn.  William  Rutherford.  Amos 
Travis,  Andrew  Black,  John  Jackson. 


X\'I.  ST.VriSTICS  OF  THE  COUNTIES  OF  ALAIIAMa 
Ev  Thom\«.  M   Owen'. 


KciR  «V  Uf)M  NAMrD. 


corxTv  sKAi 


Autaiijja    .  •   •   Nov.  ji,  i?if- 

i 
Ba'flwin.  .   .   •    Dec.  it,  io'9  . 
Barbour  ....    I)ec.  i3.  1S3Z  . 
Bibb'      ....    Feb.  7,  1S18  . 
Flloiiiit    ....  Ilcb   7,  !3lS  . 

Itiillock jDtc.  5.   (866  . 

Itittlrr Dec.  l.^,  i!^l<)  . 

Calhoun-.  .  iDf-c.  iS.  tSjj  . 
Chambers  .  .  .  |I)ec.  iS,  1832  . 
Cherokee  ....  Jai-..  9,  1836  . 
Chilton'.  .  .  .  I  Dec.  30,  r>c«. 
Choctaw..   .   .  |Dtc.  ?.q,  \^,\~. 

CUrke iDec.  10,  1S12  . 

Clay  .  .   .   •  Dec  7,  1866  . 

Cleburne  .   .    -  |l)ec   6,  1SS6  . 

Coffee Dec.  29,  iS.'l  . 

Colbert*  ....  JFeb.  6,  1S67  . 
Conecuh  ....  JFeb.  13,  lS:S  . 

Coosa L'ec.  iS,  1S32  . 

Covinijton^  .  .  |Dec.  7,  1821  . 
Crenshaw  .  .  .  Nov.  24,  iS-6. 
Cullman.  .   .    .  |jan.  24,18"/  . 

Dale !Dec.  22,  I<^.v,  . 

Dallas JFeb.  9,  iSiS  . 

DeKalb  ....  [Jan.  9,  1836 
Elmore  ....  ,I'eb.  15,  1S66  . 
E.scambia  .  .  .  Dec.  10,  iscS  . 
Ktowah ''  .  .  .  Dec.  7,  1866  . 
Kavette  .  .  .  .i  Dec.  20,  it>24  . 
Franklin  .   .   .    leh.  6.   1818  . 

Geneva 'Dec.  26,  1S6S  . 

Greene    ....  jDec.  13,  1S19  . 

Hale Jan.  30,  1S67  . 

Henry iDec.  13,  1819  . 

J.-ick^on"  .  .  .  'Dec.  13,  1819  . 
Jefferson  .  .  .  iDec.  13,  I'jig. 
Lamar  -  ....  Feb.  4,  1867  . 
Lauderdale  .  .  Ftb.  6,  i^iS  . 
Lawrence  .   .    .  ^F'eb.  6,  iSiS  . 

Lee iDec.  5,  1S66  . 

Limestone.  .  .  !Feb.  6,  iSiS  . 
Lowndes  .  .  .  Jan.  20,  1830  . 
Macon  ....  Lee.  18,  1832. 
Madison  .  .  .  !Dec.  13.  180S  . 
Marengo  .  .  .  Feb.  6,  iSiS  . 
Marion  ....  IFeb.  13,  i8iS  . 
Marshall  .  .  .  Jan.  g,  1836.  . 
Mobile  ■'  .  .   .    .  1S12  .   . 

Mcuroe  .  .  .  . 'june  29,  1S15 . 
Montgomery  .  iDec.  6,  1516  . 
Morgan  1-  .    .    .  'Feb.  6,  181S  . 

Perry JDec.  13,   1819. 

Pickens  ....    Dec.  19,  1820. 

Pike Dec.  7,  1S21  . 

Randolph  .  .  .  'Dec.  18,  1832. 
Russell  ....  IDec.  18,  1832  . 
St.  Clair  .  .    .    .    Nov.  20,  1818  . 

Shelby iFeb.  7, 181S   . 

Sumter IDec.  iS,  1832  . 

Talladega.  .  'Dec.  18,  1832  . 
Tallapoosa  .  .  ,Dec.  13.1832  . 
Tuscaloosa  .  .  ^Feb.  7,  ihiS  . 
V.ilker  ....  Dec.  26,  1823  . 
■U'ashiugtou  .  .  Ijune  4,  iSoo  . 

Wilco.x  ....  Dec.  13,  iSiQ  . 
Winston."   .   .  IFeb.  12,  iS^c  . 


Indian  ov\y.\v 'Prattvillc.    . 

Sen.  Abrahi.m  r.aidwin   oJ  Ga Daphne     .  . 

Gov.  Jmufs  Harbour,  of  Va Clayton      .   . 

G-jv.  William  W.  liibb.cTAla iCentrcville  . 

f.ov.  Wi'lie  G.  Bloi;nt,  ol  Teuu Oueonta    .  . 

K   C.  KuHock.  K-S'i  ,<i{  Ala i.uiou  Sprinx- 

Cart.  V.'illiam  Bulier,  of  Ala Grtcuviiic    .   . 

-".^11.  Jojn  C.  CaliioMij,  of  h   C .JacksonviI> 

.Sen.  Henry  C.  Chatubeis.  ol  Ala      ....    Lalayetlci     . 

Iiioiai^  tribe Centre    .   .   .  . 

Wtr..  P.  Cl'ilton,  Lsc;.,  of  A'.:: Clanton     .   . 

.In-.lian   tr  =  bt .Butler     .    .    ,   , 

|Go.'.  John  Clarke,  of  Ga Grove  Hill  .  . 

Snn    Henry  Clay,  01   Ky .    .  , .Ashland     .   . 

iGeii.  lat   k.  Cleburne,  of  Ark Hdward.svi:ic  . 

Gtr.  Johu  Coflee.  o(  Ala Hlba 

|C.:or^-e  and  Levi  Colbert jTuscumbia  . 

'Indian  oiijjiu |Fveri?rec3    .   . 

Ilndian  origin.  ...  Rockford  .   .   . 

iGen.  Leonard  W.  Covingrtcn,  ol  Md.  .   .   .  '.Andalu'ia    .  . 

'Anderson  Crenshaw,  Lsq.,  of  .Via Rutled^e  .  .   . 

Gen.  John  G.  Cullman,  of  .\la Cullman    .  .  . 

'Gen.  Samuel  Dale,  of  Ala Ozark     .    .   .   . 

i.\.  J.  Dallas iSelma     .   .   .  . 

Gen.  DeKalb Fort  Payne  .   . 

IJohi'  .\.  hlmore.F.sq.,  of  Ala Wetumpka  .   . 

KsLambia  Kiver Brewton    .   .   . 

lludian    origin •    •    Gadsden    .   .   . 

Gen.  Lafay-tte Fayette  .   .   .  . 

•Beuj.  Franklin,  Esq.,  of  Pa Belgreen   .   .   . 

Couutv  town Geneva  .   .    .   . 

!Gen.  Sath'I.  Greene,  of  Ga Eutaw   .   .    . 

Stephen  F.  Hale,  Esq.,  of  Ala Greensboro. 

Gov.  Patrick  Henrv,  of  Va .\bbeville  .   . 

Gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  of  Tenn Scottsboro 

IPres.  Thomas  Jetlerson,  of  Va Birmingham. 

iL.  O.  C.  Lamar.  F>q..  of  Miss Vernon  ... 

Col.' James  Lauderdale,  of  Tenu Florence   .   . 

ijacnes  Lawrence.  Esq..  of  Vt ,Moulton    .    .   . 

jGen.  Robert  E.  Lee,  of  Va ;Opelika     .   . 

iCre>rk  of  that  name .Athens   .    .    . 

iWm.  Lowndes,  Esq.,  of  S.  C Hayneville  . 

'Sen.  Nath'l.  Macon,  of  N.  C Tuskegee  .    . 

iPres.  James  Madison,  cf  Va Huntsville   . 

: French  origin Linden   .    .    . 

^Gen.  Francis  Marion,  of  S.  C IHamiltcn     . 

iC.  J.  John  Marshall,  of  Va Guntersville 

iSeeuote Mobile    .   .   . 

jPres.  James  Monroe,  ol   Va Monrcevi'.le 

iLt.  I.tmucl   P    Montgomery,  of Montgon-.er>-. 

|Gen.   Daniel  Morgan,  of  Va Somerville   . 

Com.  O.  H.  Perrv";  of  R.  I Marion  .    .    . 

,Gcn   .\ndrew  Pickens,  ot  S.C ;Carrollton    - 

Z.  M.  Pike,  of  N.  J Troy   .... 

St-n.  John  Raudolnh.  of  Va Wedowee     . 

Col.  Gilbert  C.  Kii'ssell,  of  Ala |Seale   .... 

iGen.  .Arthur  St.  Clair,  of  Pa |.\shville     .    . 

Gov.  Isaac  Shelbv,  of  Ky Columbiana 

Gen.  Thomas  Sumter,  of  S.  C iLiriugstou   . 

Ilndian  origin |Talladega     . 

'Indian  origin iDadevilie  .    . 

ilmiian  origin iTuscaloosa  . 

Sen.  J.  W.Walker,  of  .\la ljasj>er        .    . 

!Gen.  Geo.  Washington,  of  Va .St.  Stephens 

I.t.  Jos.  M.  Wilcox,  r.  S.  .A Cairden    .   - 

Gov.  J. -A.  Winston,  of  Ala IioubleSprirc 


'  Originally   "Cahaba  ;"    changed   to  piestnt  u:.me   Dec.  4,  \i>2c—Acts.  1820,  p.  rj, 
•  Originally  ■pintcn."  Icr  henator  Thcma.*  H.  I  tnlcn,  of  Mo.  ;  changed  to  present  n.-ir.ie 
Jan.  ;i.,  I'-j;.— .-!«..' j,  i'-57-,=  8,  p.  ,":s.     ■  (;riginally  "Krikcr""  for   .Albert  Baker.    Esq..   c:  ti'>: 
Co. ;  changed  to  \  ttstut  tiaine  Lec.  17.  l^:4.— .-Ji.'-S  i^"4-75.  PP-  i7>^-J'f-    *  .A^o!i^hed  Ncv.  : 
1867,  by  the  Ctusutiiticnal  Ccnvtnticn  •Aiis,  isf>.  P.  ipsi;  reestablished  Dec.  o,  :^co,— .-;. 
186C-70,  p.  6.  •■  Name  changed  to"Jcnes,"  .Aug  t?.  i.'-o.S  :  and.  Oct.  to.  :-c8.  ch?rgcd  to  or'sji"-' 
and  present  name.— .■icr.f,"f^t:8.  pp.S4.  257.    ''  Originally  '•Baine."  lor  Gen.  D.  W.  E.'::t:c.  ^ 
Lowndes  Co.  :  abolished  tec.  3    1^17,  by  the  Ccustituticnal  Ccnventicn  :  reestablished  "  :: 
jrestnt  name  bv  .Act,  Lec.  i,  li'^.—Ac'is,  ut*,  pp.  17^,  3=<;-3di.     ■  '  Decatur"  Co.  wa.-cie;'!e 
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FROM  WHAT  TERRITORY  TAKEN. 


"  '\/.aui  0/  Ala.,  i!J2-^,  \>  tfi. 

,[uatKonicry Acts,  Ala.  Ty.,  2nd  *es».,  i->i&,pp.  5'4-«7  ;  Toulmin  » 

[iV/ji.,  1616,  p.  '>6  :  Toulmio,  p.  xi. 
■\  ishingtOQ  oriRinally,   but  reorg.inized  .    .   .   .   Acts,  Miss.  Ty.,  iSoq,  p.  53  ;    "Vuracr'h  SlatuUt  0/ 
•rtk  cession   ol'  Mar.   2:,   1^32,  aud  Pike  Co..  iAci.h  of  Ala.,  1S32-33,  pp.  10-11. 

"•tvuroe  and  Montgomery lActs,  ist  sess.  iiis,  pp.  2<>-32  ;  Toulmfn,  p.  P7,  93, 

•U'litKomcry  Co.,  and  Cherokee  cession lActs.  ist  se«:s.  iSlS,  pp.  16-21  ;  Touluin,  p.  86. 

lurbour,   Macon,  Monti^omery  and  I'ike Acts.  1'^'j6-7,  pp.  65-6''. 

Ci'Otcuh  and  Montgomery jActs,  1^19,  pp.  50-57,  Tou'.inin,  p.  91. 

tretk  cession  of  1S32 lActs,  i=32--3,  p.  <^. 

Creek  cession  of  1S32 jActs,  i',32-33,  p.  jo. 

Cherokee  cession  of  Dec.   29.  1S35 Acts,  1835-56,  pp.  170-171. 

.K^itauffa,  Bibb,  i'erry  and  Shelby JActs,  i,'6S.  pp.  455-490. 

M;inter  and  Washington |Acts,  IM7-4S.  pp.  306-312. 

\v  a.shington lActs,  Mi«s.  Ty.,  1S12,  pp.  17-20  ;  Toulniin,  p.  83. 

KanJolph    and  Talladega [Acts,  :?66-7,  pp.  92-01. 

C.dhoun,  Randolph  and  Talladega Acts,  :£66-7,pp.  71-73. 

Iiale       Acts,  1541-2,  pp.  152-155. 

Franklin lActs,  1^66-7,  pp.  351-353. 

Monroe Acts,  1st  sess.  iSib,  pp.  56-9S  ;  Toulmin  p.  R8. 

Creek  cession  of  1S32 Act>,  1S32-33,  p.  9. 

Henry     lActs,  :62i,  pp.  69,  70  and  71  ;  Toulinin,  p.  '^7. 

I'.'itler,  Coffee,  Covington.   I.0T\-i;des  andPike   .  I.Acts,  i»t6-7,  pp. '3^-40. 

jUount,  Morgan,  and  Winston i.Acts,  I■^76-77,  pp.  o-.^-yi. 

Henry  and  Coviugtou .A.cts,  i?24,  pp.  79-S2. 

Montgomery Acts,  ist  se.-s.  iSiS,  pp.  47-48  ;  Tou'.min,  p.  S8. 

Cherokee  cession  of  :S35 '.\cts,  i?35--6,  pp. 

.\titaupa,   Coosa,    Montgomery  and  Tallapoosa. | Acts,  1865-66,  pp.  4S4-486. 

Baldwin  aud  Conecuh 'and  St.  Clair.  Acts,  iSf?,  pp.  307-400. 

blount,   Calhoun,    Cherokee.    DeKalb,    Marshall  [Acts,  1^66-7,  pp.  76-7S. 

Marion,  Pickens  and  Tijscaloos.i jActs,  1524,  pp.  77-79. 

Chicasaw  and   Cherokee   cessions,  1S16 lActs,  ist  sess,  iSiS,  pp.  8-12  ;  Toulmin,  p.  84. 

CotTee,  Dale   aud   Henry [Acts,  i?65,  pp.  446-445. 

Marengo   and   Tuscaloosa i.Acts,  1519,  pp.  50-57  ;  Toulmin,  p.  92. 

C.reene,  Marengo,  Perry  and  Tuscaloosa  ....  I.^cts,  i565-7,  pp.  477-450. 

Conecuh ' Acts,  iSig,  pp.  50-57;  Toulmin,  p.  92. 

Cherokee  cession  of  1S16 ...   .  'Acts,  i5ig,  pp.  50-57  :  Toulmin,  p.  93. 

Blount JActs,  iSio,  pp,  50-57  :  Toulmin.  p.  92. 

layette  and    Marion jActs,  1566-67,  pp.  323-325. 

Chicasaw  and  Cherokee  cessions,  1816 1  Acts,  ist  sess.  i5i5,  pp.  i2-:5 ;  Toulmin  p.  S5. 

Chicasaw  aud  Cherokee  cessions,  i5i6 j.\ct«.  ist  sess.  isiS,  pp    S-12 ;  Toulmin,  p.  M. 

Chambers,  Macon,  Kus.-ell   and  Tallapoosa  .  .   .  !Acis,  1S66-7,  pp.  50-55. 

Chicasaw   and  Cherokee  cessicus,  ibio ].-*.cts,  1st  sess.  i5iS,  pp.  12-16  ;  Toulmin,  p.  85. 

Eiitler,  Dallas  and  Montgomery |.\cts,  1S29-30,  pp.  25-26. 

Creek  cession  of  1S32 l.-^cts,  1S32-33,  p.  9. 

Chicasaw  and  Cherokee  cessions,  iSosand  1S07  .  iTouImin,  p.  60. 

Choctaw  cession  of  Oct.  24,  iSi6  .       [Acts,  ist  sess.  iSiS,  pp.  :6-2i  ;  Toulmin,  p.  .56. 

Tuscaloosa jActs,  ist  sess.  l5iS,  pp.  96-cS  ;  Toulmin,  p.  8S. 

Jackson,  Blount  aud  last  Cherokee  cession  .   .   .   .-^cts,  1535-36,  pp. 

Lousiana  Purchase   ....  [iSi4.j.Acts,  Miss.  Ty.,  1S12,  pp.  37-42  ;  Toulmin  p.  83 

Washington  County  and  all  of   Creek   cession   of  Proc.  never  printed.  Ip.464    Toulmin.  p.  ■'3. 

Monroe '.    .  !.\cts,  Miss.  Ty. ,  i^io.  p.  24;  Turner'^  >".'://.  .n,'  .Vi.'.f., 

Cherokee  Turkeytown  cession Acts,  ist  sess.  i5i5,   pp.  ^^-12  :  Toulmin,  pp.  M,  85. 

Montgomery .Acts,  1S19,  pp.  50-57  ;  Toulmin.  p.  02. 

Tuscaloosa'. j.^cts.  i52o.  pp.  4.  92  ;  Toulmin,  p.  05. 

Henry  and  Montgomery i.'Vcts,  1S21,  pp.  71-2  ;  Tou'.min,  p.  95. 

Creek  cession  of  1S32 i.\cts,  1^32-33,  p.  9. 

Creek  cession  of  1S32 .Acts,  1532-33,  p.  10. 

Shelby  .-Acts,  2nd  sess.  T5i5,pp.  l5-:!  ;  Toulmin,  p.  <v.S. 

Montgomery I.Acts,  1st  sess.  iSiS,  pp.  2^-32;  Toulmin,  p.  87. 

Choctaw  cession  of  1S32 JActs,  1^32-35,  p.  11. 

Creek  ces'-ion  of  1S52 !.Acts,  1*32-33,  p.  9. 

Creek  cession  of  1S32 '.Acts.  :s32-33,  p.  9. 

Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  cessions,   1S16 .Acts,  :st  sess.  iSi5,  pp.  16-21  ;  Toulmin,  p.  86. 

.''larion  and  Tuscaloosa Acts,  :*23.  pp.  53-''4. 

Several   Choctaw  cessions ,Toulmin's  .17/^.?.  Z;/e'<'^/(i5o->.  p.  3",  Turner's  .f/tf/. 

j    o/MiJS.  (iJ'io).  p-  "7".  and  Toulmin  (1S25I,  p.  79. 

Dallas  and   Monroe *.Acts,  i5:o,  pp.  5C-57  :  Toulmin.  p.  90. 

Walker Acts,  1549-50,  pp.  90-91. 

Dec.  7.  1S21  (,-lc/j-.  1S21,  p.  721.  but  was  abt.lished  in  1-^21.  and  its  territory  given  to  Madison  and 
Jackson.  .Marshail  Co.  now  has  a  portion  of  it.  Wooi'.ville,  in  Jacksou.  was  the  Ci-untv 
seat.  *  Originally  "Jones."  for  K  P.  Jones.  Esq.,  of  Payette  Co.  :  abolished  Nov.  13,  ;»'^7,  by  the 
Constitutional  Convention:  reestablislieil  Oct.  s,  :^t>.  as  "Sanford."  for  H.  C.  S::uford,  I'-i.. 
of  Cherokee  Co.  (.Ir,'.-,  j^--.  p  2;ci  :  cl'.anged  to  ^••re-ent  name  Feb.  5,  1^-7. —  .-^c/.^  i57^77.  P- 
-32.  '■'  Named  for  the  town,  river  .ind  bay.  It  is  the  ■■.Ma'ivi!:i'  or  ".Mobila"  of  the  ."ipaniih  :  and 
the  "Mobile"  of  the  French.  '"  Originally  "Cotaco,"  oi  Indian  origin  :  changed  to  frocnt 
Uixme  June  14,  1S21.— Tfv.'.min,  p.  ^5.  'i  Originally  "Hancock,"  for  Gen.  John  Hancock,  of 
Mass.  ;  changed  to  pre=cuc  uiiue  jau  22,  :S5S. — Acu.  !  •-57-55,  p.  327. 


X\"ir.    TOPOGRAPHICAL    NOTES    AXD    OBSERVA- 
TJOXS  ON  THE  ALABAMA  RIVER.  AUGUST,  1814.' 

BY  MAJOR  HOWELL  TATUM.=  I 

Edited  ey  PnUR  J-  Hamilton  axd  Thomas  M.  Owls.  . 

Introductiox.     By  Mr.  Hamilton.  | 

This  valuable  manuscript  of  the  first  survey  of  the  Alabar.n 
River  is  to  be  the  property  of  the  P.Iobilc  Historical  Society,  i".  c 
g-ift  of  Mr.  Louis  Stein.  It  was  found  among  the  papers  of  l.> 
father,  Albert  Stem,  the  eminent  engineer  of  New  Orleans  ar.: 
Mobile,  and  builder  of  the  .Mobile  City  Water  Works.  It  seer..- 
originally  to  have  come  from  the  papers  of  Mr.  A.  Cantrell,  an  ".  ^ 

was  presented  to  Mr.  Stc'n  as  having  reference  to  Mobile.  It  is  :>.  ' 

book  of  5:^x74-  inches,  opening  at  the  top.  and  is  evidently  fi-/.  ; 
notes  made  on  the  boat  as  Tatum.  descended  the  river.  The  fir-t 
use  made  of  the  document  was  in  Colonial  Mobile,  pp.  374-376-     A 

'To  Mr.  Hamilton  is  due  the  courtesy  of  securing  a  copy  of  this  valu- 
able journal  for  the  Transactions,  which  he  has  kindly  caused  to  be  niaue 
at  his  personaJ  expense.  The  editorial  notes  and  comments  will  it  is 
hoped  add  an  interest  altogether  beyond  the  text.  Every  ertort  has  beer, 
made  to  secure  accuracy. 

'  Maj.  Howell  Tatum  was  born  probably  in  North  Carolina.  Particu- 
lars of  his  early  life  are  unknown.  The  following  is  a  summar\'j>f  hi^ 
Revolutionarv  War  service  in  that  State:  Ensign.  Sept.  i.  1775:  ^ecn.. 
Lieutenant,  Jan.  4,  1776:  Lieutenant,  March  28.  1776:  Captain.  April  .^ 
1777;  captured  at  fall  of  Charleston  May  12.  17S0;  exchanged  June  14.  I7^- 
He  was  brevet  Major.  .   .     '.     .         .       ^1 

At  the  meeting  of  the  North  Carolina  Society  ot  the  Cincinnati.  I7c<5.  ''■-' 
was  elected  Secretary,  and  he  is  supposed  to  have  held  that  position  r.: 
the  date  of  his  removal  to  Tennessee  about  1700.  _ 

He  is  known  to  have  held  the  following  public  omces  in  Tenne>;cc. 
Treasurer  Western  District  (Middle  Tennessee^  1794-Q''^:  Attorney  gen- 
eral of  same,  1796-97;  Supreme  Court  Judge.  May  12.  1797.  to  Sep:.^  20^ 
i7<-)8,  and  afterv.ards  (1807  about)  one  of  the  commissioners  to  adjust  land 
cl.Tims  between  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  _      ^ 

Gardner's  Dictiouarx.  Army  of  the  U.  S.  (1853).  dves  h:s  record  m  t.u- 
War  of  1812:  'Trinc-pal  topog.  engr.  (rk  ^Lijor)  ci  Ten.  Volrs.  uni.vr 
M.  Gen.  Jackson.  26  Sept..  'i3^to  May.  'i4_:  and  again  in  the  defence  .-i 
N.  Orleans,  and  distincr.  in  !)aule  of  8  Jan..  '15." 

Nothin-.;  is  known  of  his  family.  He  died  in  1823.  as  appears  tr-.m  1 
.statement' in  3  Ycrger's  Toik.  Rrrorts.  p.  85.  An  ettcrt  is  being  mad.-  t-> 
collect  n.aterials  for  a  full  biographical  sketch. 
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copy  of  the  Journal  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Chief  of  Enha- 
ncers, U.  S.  Army,  but  no  map  accompanies  it. 

The  paper  oj^cns  with  Tatum's  call  ijy  Andrew  Jackson  from 
Nashville  to  Fort  Jac!<s(jn.  There  he  witnessed  the  treaty,  or 
more  properly  capitulation,  of  the  Creeks  on  Aug^ust  9,  1814, 
which  ended  the  g^reat  Creek  W'ar  instijjated  by  Tecumseh  during 
the  War  of  18 12  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

This,  the  greatest  of  all  struggles  betv.-een  the  while  man  and 
the  Indian,  began  with  the  battle  of  Burnt  Corn  July  27,  18 13, 
and  its  most  striking  early  features  were  the  massacre  of  Fort 
Mims  near  the  Tensaw  River  on  August  30,  the  Canoe  Fight 
on  the  Alabama  River  below  Fort  Claiborne  on  Xovember  12, 
and  General  Claiborne's  victory  at  the  Holy  Ground  on  De- 
cember 23.  The  Indians  had  intended  to  exterminate  the  settle- 
ments on  the  Cigbee  and  Tensaw,  and  so  the  war  at  first  was 
largely  defensive  on  the  part  of  the  whites.  A  painstaking  study 
of  this  side  of  it  will  be  found  in  Halbert  and  Ball's  Creek  War. 
Mobile  had  been  captured  by  the  American  General  W^ilkinsoii 
on  April  13,  1813,  but  the  Indians  spared  it  because  their  friends 
the  Spaniards  expected  to  recapture  it.^  The  war  assumed  quite 
another  character,  however,  when  Jackson  invaded  the  Creek 
territory  from  Tennessee  by  way  of  the  Coosa  \'alley.  When 
the  struggle  began,  the  Creeks  were  the  undisputed  owners  of  that 
part  of  Mississippi  Territory  embracing  the  Alabama  River  basm 
from  the  mountains  to  the  ^Mobile,  and  of  Georgia  west  of  the 
Ocmulgee  River.  When  it  ended  with  the  treaty  referred  to  in  the 
text,  all  west  of  the  Coosa  and  a  line  drawn  southeastwardly 
from  Fort  Jackson  near  Wetumpka,  embracing  the  great  agri- 
cultural centre  of  Alabam.a,  was  ceded  to  the  United  States  and 
open  to  w'hite  settlement.  Before  then  the  settlers  had  been 
traders,  who  intermarried  with  the  Indians,  and  only  afterwards 
could  there  come  pioneer  white  families  of  settlers.  Tatum's 
Journal  shows  the  river  just  at  this  turning  point.  He  passes 
future  city  sites  v/ithout  knov.-ing  it,  and  dwells  on  Indian  remains 
and  battles. 

The  text  of  this  treaty,  which  made  Alabama  possible  by  ad- 
ding the  eastern  river  basin  to  that  of  the  well  settled  Tombigbee. 
may  be  found  in  7  United  States  Statutes  at  larc^e.  p.  120.  et  sea. 


'  Monctte's  Fallcy  Miss.,  vol.  ii.,  p.  411,  }!otc.  Sc:  Bibliographica!  Note  id 
the  paper  on  the  "Surrender  of  Weatherford."  infra. 
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Tiiic  Journal. 

On  the  2j{h  of  June  1814  the  undersigned  received  a  letivr 
of  app<jintiiKnt  from  Maj.  Gen'.  Jackson,  as  To]>ograj>!iic;;! 
Engineer  of  the  71)1  ^Filitary  District,  to  which  he  was  then  at- 
tached as  commanding  General.  This  letter  instructed  me.  1:1 
case  of  acceptance,  to  repair  to  his  headquarters  wherever  tliv;. 
might  be.  On  the  28th  a  letter  of  acceptance  was  written  oc 
fonvarded,  and  on  the  sixth  July  I  proceeded  from  Xashville,  :ri 
Tennessee,  and  arrived  at  Head  Quarters  at  Fort  Jackson,*  near 
the  junction  of  the  Coosa  &  Tallapoosa  rivers  on  the  mornin;,' 
of  the  2ist  and  reported  my  arrival  to  the  Commanding  Gen- 
eral, and  entered  upon  the  duties  attached  to  the  oftice  afore- 
said. The  Troops  stationed  at  this  post  at  the  time  of  my 
arrival  consisted  of  five  companies  of  the  3d  Rcgt.  U.  S.  In- 
fantry, supposed  500  strong,  non-commissioned  officers  included. 

This  is  on  a  bluff  of  the  Coosa  River  a  short  distance  below  \Ve- 
tumpka,  where  the  Tallapoosa  is  in  sight  to  the  east.  It  was  famous  be- 
fore Jackson's  day,  for  he  only  repaired  a  fort  built  by  the  French  in 
Bienville's  time  and  called  Fort  Toulouse.  This  was  built  in  1714  and 
proved  of  great  use  in  checking  the  military  and  commercial  advance 
'of  the  English  from  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia.  In  their  turn  the  En::l:~h 
built  Fort  Okfuskee  on  the  Tallapoosa  to  match  the  French,  but  were 
not  so  successful  in  Indian  policy  as  their  rivals.  When  by  the  treaty 
of  Paris  the  British  acquired  the  continent  to  the  Mississippi  River,  these 
posts  became  of  little  value  and  Fort  Toulouse  was  permitted  to  fall  into 
decay.  A  fuller  study  of  its  history  will  be  found  in  Colonial  Mobile,  pp. 
158-165. 

The  most  interesting  early  event  connected  with  it  was  the  massacre 
of  Captain  Marchand.  placed  by  Pickett  in  1722,  and  the  execution  of  his 
murderers.  Marchand's  Indian  daughter  was.  by  the  Scotch  trader  Lach- 
lan  McGillivray,  the  mother  of  the  wily  Alexander  McGillivray  (i74'>— 
Feb.  17,  1793),  by  some  considered  the  most  distinguished  product  of 
Alabama. ' 

Another  romantic  incident  of  the  history  of  the  fort  was  that  a  con'.- 
mander  is  said  to  have  lived  there  with  a  woman  who  claimed  to  be  t''i: 
escaped  daughter-in-law  of  Peter  the  Great.  The  most  famous  later  event 
was  the  surrender  here  to  Jackson  ot  McGillivray's  nephew,  Willirtrn 
Weatherford,  the  head  and  front  of  the  Creek  war.  This  was  before 
Tatum's  arrival. 

For  some  time  after  the  close  of  hostilities  a  garrison  was  maintained 
there.  It  thus  became  a  destination  point  for  emierants  coming  tho 
Federal  road  from  Georgia.  The  large  influx  of  settlers  in  its  vicinity 
and  in  the  contiguous  re^rion  caused  the  establishment  of  Monteomery 
County,  Dec.  6.  1S16.  by  the  last  Legislature  of  th-i  Mis-issippi  Territory. 
Ft.  Jackson  was  designated  as  the  temp'.rary  place  of  holding  court-. 
In  1816  a  Post  Otr.ce  had  been  established  at  the  fort  with  \\"m.  R.  Ros-. 
of  Va.,  as  P.  M.  In  June.  1817,  was  held  the  first  Orphan's  Court,  "f 
the  County,  Henry  D.  Stone  bcincr  Chief  Justice.  Here  subsequent  ses- 
sions were  held  until  May  0.  1S18.  when  the  Court  convened  at  the  "Town 
of  .-Mabama."  The  site  of  the  old  fort  has  now  been  ail  but  obliterated 
by  the  plough. 
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From  the  above  flatc  fo  the  Uli  Au^^iist  inclusive,  the  time  of 
the  General  was  pri:ici»)aliy  tnkftn  i.ip  in  arrangements  for,  and 
completing  a  capitulation  with  the  Creek  Nation,  which  was 
fully  effected  6c  signed  on  the  day  last  mentioned,  and  for- 
warded to  the  department  ot  War. 

About  this  time  Cxjloncl  P.  Pippin"  arrived  from  Fort  Wil- 
liams,*^ with  part  of  his  regiment  of  West  Tennessee  Militia,  ac- 
companied by  Capt.  I.  S.  I'.aKcr's'  company  of  the  44th  U.  S. 
Infantry.  On  the  arrival  of  this  rcintorcement,  the  commanding 
general  caused  preparations  to  be  made  for  descending  the  Co^jsa 
&  Alabama  to  Mobile,  with  tne  regular  forces  then  at  that 
place,  and  on  the  nth  of  :he  same  month  proceeded  in  boats 
then  at  that  place,  by  which  the  3d  had  heretofore  ascended, 
leaving  Col.  Pippin  in  command  of  that  Fort  and  Fort  Decatur.** 
to  which  post  a  company  of  ^aid  militia  had  been  previously  de- 
tached as  a  relief  to  the  Xonh  Carolina  militia  then  at  that  place. 
The  descent  of  the  river  commenced  at  i  o'clock  p.  m.  The  un- 
dersigned embarked  on  board  of  the  same  boat  with  the  Command 
General  &  his  staff,  with  instructions  to  take  the  courses  & 
distances  of  the  Alabama  river  in  the  descent,  from  the  junction  of 
the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa,  as  correctly  as  could  be  done  under 
existing  circumstances.     The  result  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

August  nth,  1814 

Embarked  at  i  O'clock  P.  IM.  &  proceeded  down  the  Coosa 
river  to  its  junction  with  tlie  Tallapoosa,  6  Miles  40  ch.  Thence 
S°  25°  W*  40  chains. 

S°  45  W*  40  chains  rec'd  a  creek  from  the  left  at  this  distance 
and  find  the  lands  good  on  both  sides 

S°  10  W*  40  ch.  on  the  left  is  a  rich  bend.'^  (formed  partly  by 
the  Tallapoosa)  which  includes  several  small  Indian  plantations — 

"This  was  Philip  Pipkin,  of  Tenn..  Col.  ist  West  Tenn.  reg.  6  mos. 
mila  Volrs.  June  20.  iSi.^. 

'At  the  mouth  of  Cedar  Creek  in  Talladeea  County  about  60  miles 
above  Ft.  Jackson;  built  by  Gen.  Jackson  before  he  marched  to  Horse 
Shoe  bend  and  named  for  Col.  John  Williams,  of  the  39th  Inf. 

'^ Isaac  L.  Baker,  of  Ken.,  who  did  valuable  scr\-ice  in  the  armv,  1812- 
1817. 

'On  the  Tallapoosa  river;  built  by  tb.e  troops  under  Col.  Homer  V. 
Milton,  in  March.  1S14.  Gov.  John  Sevier,  of  Tenn..  while  locatincr  the 
Creek  boundary,  died  and  was  buried  there  in  1815.  Within  the  last  de- 
cade his  remains  have  been  removed  to  his  native  State. 

'Now  called  the  "Bie  Bend." 


<n;  !-  V  riift  ;r.  ;^;>I  ^ffj  i: 


(    .■■)       -mIv,; 
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the  land  is  low,  level  &  rich  on  both  sides —  The  river  shoa'.ly 
from  the  junction  to  this  place — passcrl  to  the  right  of  an  Island. 

N°  55  W  40  ch.    Bluff  8i  plantation  on  the  left. 

N''  30  W  I  .M.  to  the  upper  end  of  a  hi.i^^h  bluff  on  the  right- 
lands  low  and  rich  on  both  sides  to  this  place —  Improvements 
on  the  right. 

West  30  chains,  liluff  cont*^  on  the  right — low  &  rich  on  the 
left —  Spring  on  the  right  at  'he  end. 

S"  25  \V*  20  ch.  The  Coosawda  Town'"  stood  on  a  high  bluff 
on  the  right,  until  burned  by  Col.  Gibson^^  of  the  Tennessee  Vol- 
unteers in  April  last — lands  low  &  rich  on  the  left 

S"  30  E*  I  M.  rich  fields  &  land  on  the  right,  below  the 
Coosawda  and  level  rich  land  on  the  left — a  small  creek  from  the 
left  60  ch.  supposed  to  be  Weatherfords  Creek. 

S°  10  W*  2  M — Lands  low  on  the  left  &  higher  on  the  right  & 
good  on  both  sides — passed  to  the  left  of  a  large  Island. 

S®  55  W*  40  ch.  lands  low  &  rich  on  both  sides 

S°  45  E*  20  ch.  )  Shoal  water  for  this  distance  good  lands 

S°  80  E*  20  ch.    j  conf^  on  both  sides 

S°  35  E*  40  ch. — to  a  bluff  on  the  right  lands  appear  good  on 
both  sides  to  this  place — at  20  ch.  received  a  small  creek  from  the 
left. 

S°  25  E^  30  ch.  lands  low  &  rich  on  both  sides 

S**  20  W*  30  ch.  to  the  upper  end  of  a  Red  Bluff  lands  good  on 
both  sides — Piney  on  the  bluff  (say  on  the  left) 

West  20  ch.    Bluff  continues  on  the  left. 

'"During  the  Creek  War  all  hostile  Indians  were  known  as  Creeks,  but 
so  far  as  this  was  used  genetically  it  was  incorrect.  To  the  French  this 
region  above  and  below  the  river  junction  was  "Aux  Alibamons,"  and 
from  it  the  main  stream  received  the  name  which  has  named  the  State 
of  Alabama.  They  were  allies  of  the  Muscogees.  but  more  likely  Clioc- 
taw  in  blood.  Coosada  (Conshati)  was  one  of  the  principal  Alibamon 
settlements.  Its  inhabitants,  at  least  in  part,  abandoned  it  after  the 
peace  of  Paris,  and  Romans  in  1772  notes  them  as  having  been  on  the 
lower  Tombigbee  and  Mobile  near  the  kindred  Okchays.  Hawkins  says 
in  i/CiS  that  some  had  trone  beyond  the  Mississippi:  but  he  anticipated 
their  return.  Coo-sau-dee  he  describes  as  a  compact  little  town  opposite 
some  conic  mounds  of  earth.  It  is  on  the  west  hank  of  the  river,  three 
miles  below  the  confluence  of  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa.  Sec  Wyman's 
paper  on  ''Early  Times."  etc.,  supra. 

"John  H.  Gibson,  of  Tenn..  Mai.  of  Tenn.  Cavalry  Vols.  1812-1^814: 
Lt.  Col.  of  Dyer's  "Reg.,  Coffee's  Brigade  Tenn.  Mounted  Gunmen  Sept. 
28,  1S14;  distinguished  and  wounded  in  first  battle  of  New  Orleans.  Dec. 
23,  1S14. 
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N"  25  W  30  ch.  good  lands  on  both  sides— a  clearing  on  the 
right. 

N°  65  W  I  M.  S^od  lands  on  both  sides — Kncamped  on  t!-.c 
left  at  loj  Ms.  from  the  Junction  and  from  t!u-  Fort — 17M. 

1 2th 

Proceeded  at  5  (3'Clock  A.  M. 

N°  Go  W^  20  ch.  lands  high  iS:  good  on  both  sides 

N«  80  W*  30  ch.  to  z  bl'j.fi  on  the  right — g.jod  lands  on  both 
sides — best  on  tlie  left. 

S°  55  W*  20  ch— along  the  bhifr  on  the  right — with  rocky  banks 
&  Piney  land — good  land  on  the  left — Small  Creek  on  the  left  near 
the  end  of  this  distance. 

S°  10  E*  40  ch.  along  the  bh.ilT  on  the  right — good  and  high  on 
the  left — the  blufr  ends  at  this  place. 

S°  60  E'  40  ch.  Small  branch  from  the  left  at  the  commence- 
ment. 

S*'  45  E*  3  ?Np.  40  ch. — lands  good  on  both  sides — pass  to  the 
left  of  an  Island  from  2i  to  3  miles  on  this  course — a  large  Impv^ 
on  the  right  opposite  the  Is'ind — some  Improvements  on  the 
left  this  course  ends  at  the  upper  end  of  a  high  blufT  on  the  left 
on  which  fonnerly  stood  the  Ta\v-\vassa^-  Indian  Town — this 
is  called  Weatherfords  bluff —  The  improvements  on  the  right 
are  very  extensive  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  say  for  2  miles  or 
more  above  &  below  this  old  Town. 

South  20  ch  along  the  blutf —  This  bluii  has  high  red  banks — 
Improvements  continue  on  the  '"ignt — Spring  to  the  right  at  com- 
mencement. 

S«  80  W  20  ch.  along  the  bluff— This  bluff  is  about  100  foe: 
high  its  whole  distance. 

N°  45  \V*  40  ch.  Bluff  cont^  on  left — banks  mixed  with  yellow 
Ochre — Fields  conf^  on  the  right — tiie  v/hole  of  rich  land  on 
the  right.  Weatherfords  old  place  of  residence  is  on  the  right 
near  the  end  of  this  distance. 

''This  was  probably  the  Tr.uacha  nanit^d  in  Pcnicaut  and  other  French 
narratives.  Some  of  this  tribe  were  settled  by  Bienville  above  the  present 
site  of  Mobile.  Tlieir  name  is  commemorated  by  a  branch  oi  Bayou 
Sara  near  Mobile.  Hawkins  described  it  in  i79^-9  ^s  _a  small  village 
on  a  high  bluff.  The  Weatherford.  for  whom  this  blufi  was  called  in 
Tatum's  time,  was  William  \Veaiherford.  the  Red  Eagle  of  the  Creek 
War.  about  whom  has  gathered  so  nmcli  legend.  The  city  of  Mont- 
pcmery  is  three  miles  above  the  site  of  Tawasa.  but  its  first  settler.  .-Vn- 
drew  ^loore  did  not  arrive  until  next  year.  1S15. 
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N"  70  \V^  3  Miles — passed  to  the  ripfht  of  an  Island  at  ^  to  ^ 
ni' — Sprinc,'  branch  \  M"  above  the  island,  from  the  rii^ht — pa^.^ci 
the  lower  end  of  the  Tawvassaw  Towns  or  X'illapes  at  I  Mile — 
IKre  ends  the  blufT — passed  3  other  Islands  one  of  which  is  hi.:,'!: 
&.  timbered,  islands  near  C(jmpleat  the  whole  of  this  distance — 
good  lands  to  the  left  for  the  last  40  ch — lands  goofl  to  the  rii;i:t 
the  whole  distance. 

N°  45  W'  20  ch — Im])rovements  end  at  ^  distance  and  bluf! 
commences  on  the  right  &  ends  at  a  short  distance — good  on  the 
left. 

N°  80  W^  60  ch.  passed  to  the  right  of  a  small  Island — g'jod 
lands  on  both  sides — Improvements  on  the  right. 

North — 60  ch.  passed  to  the  rii^ht  of  2  small  Islands  at  20  ch. — 
Large  Improvements  on  the  right — lands  rather  thin  on  both 
sides  in  part  of  this  distance 

N*^  25  \V*  40  ch.  lands  good  on  both  sides  Improv^  continues 
on  the  right. 

N°  15  W^  40  ch.  branch  from  the  right  at  15  ch  and  improve- 
ments end — lands  good  on  both  sides 

N°  50  W^  20  ch — Spring  on  the  right 

S°  70  W^  I  mile — passed  to  the  left  of  an  Island  a  large  improv* 
opposite,  on  the  right — rich  lands  on  the  left — A  bluff  on  the  iei: 
for  half  this  distance 

.  West  30  ch.  To  a  blufT  on  the  right,  a  small  distance  below  the 
last  named  Improv*  a  branch  to  the  right  at  the  lower  end  of  th: 
same  improv^ 

S**  25  W"^  I  m  20  ch.  Short  bluff  &  rocky  shore  on  the  right — 
course  ends  at  a  bluff  on  the  left — a  reddish  good  land  on  the 
right. 

S"  50  W  30  ch  Bluff  on  the  left  &  thin  lands  thereon — 
Improv'  on  the  right 

S''  70  W^  40  ch.  Bluff'  conf^  on  the  left — Creek  from  the  rigiit 
at  15  ch  lower  lands  on  the  right  than  on  the  left 

S°  55  W^  I  m.  40  ch.    Lands  good  on  both  sides 

S°  80  W  I  m.  20  ch.  passed  to  the  left  of  an  Island 

X"  60  W  20  ch.  Rocky  Bluff  on  the  left  good  lands  on  the 
right 

X°  65  W — 20  ch.  to  a  Bluff  on  the  right  commencing  at  half 
distance  by  2  very  high  hills  of  a  conical  form  with  a  narrow  \'al- 
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ley  &  Sprint,--  branch  between.  The  lower  hill  composed  of  a 
substance  resembling;-  red  paint,  like  unto  that  used  by  the  sav- 
ages— On  this  Bluff  is  the  old  Indian  Town  called  Au-tau-g-a,  a 
creek  from  the  right  above  the  bluff — The  creek  appears  hand- 
some— name  not  known^" 

S**  60  W  20  ch  along  the  bluff,  Improv"  on  rich  land  to  the  left 
— Autauga  is  a  Ijcautiful  situation  with  valuable  ricii  lands  on  the 
opposite  shore 

South  I  m.  pass  to  the  left  of  an  Island — a  valuable  plantation 
on  the  left  side  and  a  large  one  on  the  right  opposite  and  below 
the  Town  of  Autauga. 

S*^  10  E*^  I  mile  a  bluff  on  the  left  for  the  lower  fourth  of  this 
distance  &  an  Improvement. 

S'^  30  W  I  mile — passing  to  the  left  of  an  Island'* — Passe<l 
the  mouth  of  Cat-too-ma  Creek' ^  from  the  left  at  20  ch — The 
lands  between  \\'eatherfords  bluff  and  this  Creek  are  represented 
to  be  very  good  to  the  mouth  of  said  Creek,  both  on,  and  off  the 
river 

S°  65  W*  30  ch  to  an  improvement  on  the  right,  on  a  bluff — 
lands  good  on  both  sides 

S°  60  W^  40  ch  passed  2  good  springs  to  the  right 

South  20  ch 

S°  5  E*^  I  M  40  chains  leaving  a  large  Island  of  at  least  100 
acres  to  the  right — an  Improv'  on  the  Island 

S°  10  W  40  ch  to  an  Improv*  &  low  bluff  on  the  left  bank, 
opposite  the  lower  end  of  the  large  Island 

S°  70  W<^  4  :M  40  ch— Passing  Path-Iau-la  Creek'^  from  th.e 


"Autaiicra  Creek.  Hawkins  rlescribes  the  neicrhborinsr  village  CAt-ta-:- 
gee)  as  small  but  spread  out  for  two  miles.  The  inhabitants  were  lios- 
pitable  but  liad  littleintercourse  with  the  whites.  They  threw  away  v.-hat- 
ever  a  white  man  left  of  a  meal  and  immediately  washed  ever>-ihincr  usel 
by  the  guest.  See  Hawkins'  Sketch  nf  Creek  Country.  1798,  pp.  35-7.  At 
this  point  was  located  the  town  of  Washington,  lirst  County  seat  <.t 
Autauga. 

"Hadnot's  Island 

"Catoma  Creek,  just  below  Montgomer}-.  Accordincr  to  Dr.  \V.  5 
Wyman.  in  an  article  in  the  Montgomery  Souzmir.  iSoS.  the  word  was 
originally  Okee-tomee.  .-Mabania  (not  Creek")  words  meanine  "Sunny 
Water."  or.  literally,  "Water-Sunny."  It  is  now  crossed  by  many  rail- 
roads. 

"Pintlala  Creek  on  modern  maps.  The  island  above  it  is  Manack's 
Island,  for  whom  the  creek  is  also  sometimes  called. 


138  Alabama  Historical  Society. 

left  at  20  ch  aiul  fi-iss-.d  tu  liic  ri^'ht  01  an  Toland  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  Creek — i)as'.;ed  to  the  ripfhl  of  a  2'^  small  Islan-l — 
at  I  Mile  !)clo\v  which  are  iarc^e  Irni'rovenients  on  the  left — lan<is 
good  on  both  sides. 

N°  65  W  20  ch  WiTi.  Weathcrtorcis  plantations  on  the  right  on 
excellent  land.  IIatchi:-.soop-ka,  or  Steep  Creck*^  empties  into 
the  river  at  10  eh — Tills  creek  is  sometimes  called  Tallawasaa  by 
the  natives. 

X"  30  W  60  ch.  pas.:cd  to  the  right  of  an  island,  plantations, 
or  improv*^'  conciniiing  on  the  right — lands  thin  on  the  !of' — 
Im.prov'  on  the  left  opposite  an  Island — Spring  on  the  rig:u — 
landed  &  watered. 

N°  30  W  40  civ  cont^  same  course  passed  a  fine  spring  to  tlic 
right  at  20  ch. 

N'='  55  \\'^  20  ch  along  a  high  blutt  on  our  right,  piney,  and  a 
rocky  shore — lands  good  on  the  left. 

West  I  mile  passed  3  fine  springs  to  the  right  at  20  ch — lands 
thin  on  the  right,  rich  on  ^.he  left — Rocky  on  the  left  bank  at  the 
end  of  this  distance. 

N"  65  W  I  mile — Passed  to  the  right  of  an  Island  at  20  to 
40  ch 

S''  80  W*  40  ch  A  high,  handsome,  Piney  Bluff  on  the  righ.t — 
level,  rich  lands  on  the  left — This  bluft  is  the  site  of  an  Old 
Town.^® 

S*'  30  \V^  40  ch.  to  the  end  of  the  bluff — spring  branch  at  the 
commencement. 

S"  20  W  30  ch  good  lands  on  both  sides 

N°  60  W*^  I  M  40  ch — passed  to  the  right  of  an  Island — Rockey 
bluff  20  ch  on  the  left  to  the  upper  end  of  the  Island — lower  end 
timbered  &  improved  60  ch  long — Shoal  below. 

X''  25  \V*  20  ch  along  a  bluff  to  the  left — a  field  on  the  right. 

X'°  10  E'  I  M  40  ch.  passed  to  the  right  of  an  Island —  an  ini- 
prov'  on  the  left — Blulf  on  the  right  at  the  lower  end  of  this  dis- 
tance 

Xorth  20  ch.  and  Encamped  on  the  right  bank,  at  the  lower 
end  of  tjie  bluff — at  the  distance  this  day  of  43  miles 

"This  may  be  the  location  01  the  Bear  Fort  'if  the  French,  found  on 
a  map  of  1732.  See  map  in  Colonial  Mobile,  p.  15S. 

"  Perhapr.  the  site  of  the  old  village  of  Vernon,  Autauga  Co.,  or  some 
point  in  that  vicinity. 
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13th 

Proceeded  at  half  past  5  <')'CIock 

N"^  40  W*^  20  ch — Improved  on  the  left 

N°  80  W*  20  ch— Bluff  to  the  riijht  &  2  sprin;:,'s 

S"  45  W'  30  ch— Bluff  conf^  on  the  right— a  larj^^e  Improv* 
on  the  left  on  very  rich  land 

S°  65  W^  30  ch — Improv'  on  the  ri;?ht — Spring  on  the  left  at 
the  end  of  distance 

West  I  Mile — passed  an  Island  to  the  right — a  creek  from  the 
right  at  20  ch 

S°  60  W  40  ch— passed  to  the  right  of  an  Island  &  a  spring 
opposite 

50  JO  W't  40  ch  passed  to  the  right  of  an  Island  improved 

S°  30  E*^  20  ch  conf^  along  the  improved  Island    . 

S*'  10  E*  30  ch  lands  good  on  both  sides 

S°  30  W*  40  ch  Improv'  on  the  right 

go  25  W^  I  M.  20  ch.  A  branch  from  the  left  at  20  ch — low, 
flat,  bottom  land  on  the  right — a  little  higher  &  rich  on  the  left 
— a  branch  from  the  right  at  40  ch.  another  from  the  left  at  i  Mile 

S°  60  W*  10  ch.  to  a  bluff  on  the  left  with  rocky  banks  the 
river  80  yds  wide  here —  It  is  generally  from  150  to  200  yds  wide. 

N"^  80  W*  I  Mile  20  ch — passed  along  the  bluff  20  ch  to  an 
Island  &  through  the  channel  on  the  right — lands  high  on  the 
left — rich  bottom  on  the  right  &  a  spring  opposite  the  lower  part 
of  the  Island. 

S°  70  W*.  20  ch.  Chue,  sa,  be,  ku.  or  the  Holy  Ground.  "  a 
bluff  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  about  40  ch^  long — It  is  a 
high  bluff  of  level  hickory,  oak  &  pine  land  of  tolerable  good 
quality — a  part  has  been  cleared,  but  not  cultivated  as  it  was  only 
used  as  a  place  of  revelling  by  the  war  party.  On  the  opposite 
side  the  lands  are  exceedingly  rich  and  contains  a  fine  field  for 
cultivation. 

A,  mo,  ha,  te,  jah.  the  prophet  killed  at  the  time  Genl  Clai- 

i^Here  occurred  the  battle  of  December  2^,,  1S13,  when  General  F.  L. 
Claiborne  defeated  Weatlierford  and  burned  this  strong-hold.  It  was 
over  this  bluff  that  Weath.erford  leaped  his  horse  Arrow  and  escaped^ 
Tradition  makes  it  quite  a  feat,  while  modern  iconoclasts  declare  the  bluit 
but  ten  or  twelve  feet  hich.  Tatum  calls  it  "a  hiuh  blurt."  but  then  he 
saw  it  in  August  when  the  river  was  low.  and  \Ven.thcrford  cleared  it 
on  December  when  the  water  was  hiqh  and  the  bluff  was  not.  For  de- 
scription of  the  "Holy  Ground"  sec  Halbert's  '"Creek  War  Incidents." 
hi/ra. 


I  ■  Kf     \/j     'A 
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bourne  &  Col.  [vusscl  aitcJckoJ  the  place,  lived  at  the  upper  « r. ! 

of  the  Holy  Ground— "He  wms  join:^  at  tiiis  place  by  Hilli^iiri- 

jah  (Josiah  Frances)  or  the  Mad -Physic,  anotner  prophet,  and  hy 

their  Prophesies  &.  influence  the  pany  was  collected  &  embo<l  3 

ed,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  W-'".  \Veath(!rford,  a  ha'.,- 

brced,  and  others,  for  the  attack  6c  distraction  of  Fort  Mimni-. 

near  the  Cut  ofT,  which  was  effected.  | 

N**  20  W^  20  ch  f 

N<*  30  W*  60  ch  Sprirj;^  on  the  left  at  20  ch  * 

North  60  ch  a  fine  spring  on  the  left  near  the  commencement, 
and  a  handsome  bluff — fiue  lands  opposite — passed  to  the  right  * 

of  an  Island  ' 

N<*  5  E'  40  ch  Bluff  continues  &  thin  land  on  the  left  the  whok- 
distance — Rich  lands  on  the  right — small  improv'.  on  the  right, 
near  the  end 

N°  45  W  20  ch.  Bluff--  ends  on  the  left  &  commences  on  the 
right — High  &  Piney  lands  on  the  left  rich 

West  20  ch. — Bluff"  coiit*^  on  the  right — spring  branch  to  the 
right  &  rich  lands  on  the  left 

S"  30  \\'^  I  Mile  along  the  bluff  (say  150  feet  high,  perpendicu- 
lar) passed  to  the  left  of  an  Island  at  half  distance — fine  rich  land> 
on  the  left,  a  small  creck'-^  from  the  right  at  the  end  of  the  bluff 
above  the  Island — fine  rich  land  below  the  creek —  rich  high 
land  on  the  left  opposite  the  Island 

S*^  50  \V^  60  ch  passed  to  the  left  of  an  Island  20  ch  rich  land; 
on  both  sides — low  bluff  on  the  left  &  lands  high  &  thinner 
than  those  on  the  right. 

N°.  80  W.  I  M  60  ch  A  field  to  the  right  on  rich  land — good 
on  the  left — passed  to  the  left  of  an  Island. 

N°.  65  W^  30  ch  rich  on  both  sides  to  the  upper  end  of  a  bluff 
on  the  right 

S^  45  \\'^  30  ch  along  the  bluff'--  on  the  right 

South  30  ch.  Bluff  continues  on  the  right  rich  farming  lands 
on  the  left — small  creek  to  the  right  at  10  ch — bluff  ends  at  t!ie 
creek-^ — good  lands  below 

S''.  10  E^  60  ch  Bluff"  to  the  right  for  a  short  distance — bluff 

"House  Bluff. 
"Beaver  Creek. 
^'Jones'  BlufT. 
''Ivv  Creek. 
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bears  off  from  tiie  river  and  leaves  a  slip  of  good  lands  on  the 
margin — very  rich  on  the  left. 

S".  30  W.  30  ch  Rich  lands  on  both  sides** 

S".  20  E*.  20  ch. — Tlie  same 

S°.  30  E'.  I  Mile — High  lands  on  the  right  of  Pine,  Oak  & 
hickory  growth — Rich  bottom  on  the  h-ft —  good  land  com- 
mences, also,  on  the  right  at  30  ch  &  continues. 

S°.  20  E*.  I  Mile — CjchmX  lands  on  both  sides" 

S*^.  10  W*^.  40  ch.  lands  good  on  both  sides 

S^  30  W^  2  Miles  40  ch.  Good  lands  on  both  sides  continues 
the  whole  distance — field  to  the  right  at  the  end. 

S°.  50  \V*.  40  ch  Improvement  on  the  right  cont'^ 

S^.  70  W.  20  ch. — 

West — 20  ch.  an  Improvement  on  the  right 

N°.  80  W.  20  ch  Improve  cont'^  on  the  right 

N°.  65  W*.  40  ch — Passed  the  mouth  of  Pil-loop,  loc,  cc,  or 
Big-Swamp  Creek-^  at  20  ch  from  the  left — field  still  continues 
on  the  right. 

N''.  30  W.  40  ch.  Field  continues  on  the  right — good  lands 
on  the  left  to  this  point — The  large  Improve  on  the  right  is 
Wau,  be,  gus,  kee  old  Town-^ — A  creek  from  the  left  one  mile 
below  Big-Swamp  Creek,  lands  thin  on  the  left  near  the  lower 
end  of  this  distance — a  small  branch  from  the  right 

N°.  10  W.  I  ;Mile  Improve  on  the  right  still  continues — passed 
to  the  right  of  an  Island  at  half  distance — Improv^^  on  the  right 
cease  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Island  at  the  end  of  3  M^  &  20 
ch.  from  its  commencement.  Good  lands  on  both  sides  on  the 
last  course  &  distance 

N°.  10  E'.  20  ch  Improve  on  the  right — lands  high  on  the  left 
with  pine 

X°.  35  E^  2C  ch — Eluff  on  the  left — Im^prov^  conf^.  on  the 
right — blufif  Rocky  with  pine,  Oak  &  hickory  growth 

N°.  40  E^  40  ch  bluff  cont^.  half  distance  good  lands  from 
thence  on  both  sides — fine  spring  on  the  right  bank  at  the  end. 

North — 30  ch — }iIostly  along  a  bluff'  on  the  right — good  lands 

"^  These  refert-nces  are  to  the  fine  lands  on  both  sides  of  the  river  from 
Jones'  Bluff  to  Benton. 

^  In  Lowndes  County.  a:so  called  Letohatchee,  flowing  into  the  river 
at  or  near  Benton. 

"-'  Still  called  -OM  Town  Creek." 
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on  the  Itft— a  branch  on  the  ri^-ht  near  the  end— Here  the  1>1':- 
coniniences. 

N".  30  W.  I  Mile — corn  field  on  the  left 

N'\  40  W'.  40  ch  A  creek  or  branch  from  the  right — pass.-'.  :. 
small  Island. 

N".  5  Vv'^  50  ch  to  the  lower  end  of  a  sand  bank  on  the  rigi:t— 
passed  a  creek  from  the  right — corn  field  on  the  left. 

^  Indian  sign  was  discovered  at  the  corn  field,  supposed  d 
the  war  party 

Encamped  on  the  Sand  Bank  for  the  night  at  29  Miles  40  chain- 

14th 

Proceeded  at  5  o'clock  A.  M. 

N°.  30  W^  20  ch 

N°.  40  W*.  I  Mile  passed  to  the  right  of  an  Island 

N°.  45  W.  I  ?^I.  40  ch— passed  to  the  left  of  large  Island 

N°.  15  W^  I  Mile — passed  to  the  left  of  an  Island  blufi  to  th. 
left  opposite  the  Island,  lands  good  on  both  sides  to  this  place- 
say  40  ch  above  the  end  of  the  distance — Bank  rocky  at  the  bluff. 

North  40  ch  Improvements  on  both  sides  Durants^^  old  place 
called  by  the  natives  Pilth,  to,  hau,  loth,  cau.  It  is  a  large  Im- 
prov*.  and  continues  the  full  length  of  next  course —  lands  hcr. 
are  rich  on  both  sides — Durants  place  is  on  the  right 

N°.  40  E'.  40  ch — Field  conf^.,  as  stated. 

N°.  60  E^  40  ch 

N°.  75  E*  I  Mile— passed  to  the  left  of  an  Island-' — Improv'. 
on  the  right — shoal  water  at  the  lower  end  of  this  distance 

N°.  40  E'.  20  ch.  Bluff  on  the  right  &  spring— Bottom  land 
on  the  left. 

N°.  45  W^  20  ch.  to  the  head  of  an  Island"^ 

N°.  80  Wt.  I  mile  40  ch — pass  to  the  right  of  an  Island — blu.^ 
conf^.  on  the  right  &  ends  opposite  the  Island — good  lands  <n 
the  left  to  the  lower  end  of  the  Island,  then  good  on  both  sides— 
shoally  a  great  part  of  this  distance 

X°.  55  W^  40  ch  to  a  high  red  bluft  on  the  right — lands  good 

=  •  Benjamin  Durant.  of  Huguenot  ar.cestn-  of  South  Carolina,  marri.  d 
Sophia,  sister  of  the  famous  Alexander,  and  daughter  of  Lachlan  Mc- 
GiUivray.  whose  wife  was  the  Indian  maiden  Sehoy  Marchand. 

"'Gaston. 

='01d  Hell. 
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on  both  sides,  a  jrood  IrxAiiit,'  creek''''  from  the  ric,du  10  ch  above 
the  end  of  tiiis  distance. 

S°.  80  W.  20  ch — IMuft  confi.  on  tiie  right. 

S°.  25  W'.  I  mile  passed  to  the  left  of  a  larp,^e  Island-'— Improve- 
ment on  the  left  oiJj)ositc  passed  2  other  Islands — An  Improv'. 
on  the  left  at  the  end  of  the  distance — Cypress  pond  on  the  righl. 

S°.  60  E'.  I  Mile  Rich  lands  on  both  sides 

S°.  25  W''.  30  ch.     A  handsome  blutf  on  tiie  left  on  which  '. 
M".  Durants  old  place''- — Bottom  on  the  right  and  low. 

S".  35  W,  30  ch  bluff  continues  on  the  left  and  open  lands — 
bottom  on  the  right. 

S°.  75  W.  I  mile.  Bluff  &  open  woods  continues  on  the  Ic::. 
Bottom  on  the  right 

S°.  70  W^  20  ch  to  the  upper  end  of  a  blufT  on  the  right — bot- 
tom lands  on  the  left 

S°.  30  W^  20  ch  Along  the  bluff  on  the  right — Bottom  con- 
tinues on  the  left — a  good  spring  in  the  bluff  at  half  distance. 

South  20  ch  along  the  bluff — Bottom  continues  on  the  left 

S".  30  E*^.  I  m.  40  ch.  A  fine  spring  on  the  right  in  the  ba:-.k 
of  the  bluff — rich  bottom  on  the  left — bluff  ends  at  20  ch. 

South  30  ch,  to  BlutT  on  the  left — bottom  on  both  sides  to  ihe 
blufif. 

S°.  30  W.  20  ch  Along  the  bluf? — bottom  on  the  right, — open, 
thin,  pine  land  on  the  bluff. 

S°.  60  W^  30  ch.  Bluff  cont'^  on  the  left  &  bottom  on  the  rig>.t: 
— Bluff  ends  &  good  lands  on  both  sides 

S°.  45  W^  3  Miles — passed  to  the  riglTt  of  an  Island — Rich 
lands  on  both  sides  the  whole  distance — A  creek"^  from  the  left 
at  2  M.  60  ch — A  field  of  corn  to  the  right  opposite  the  creek 

S°.  65  \V^  2  miles — Appearance  of  rich  lands  on  botli  sides — 
3  springs  on  the  right  at  different  distances — Pine  lands  on  th.e 
left  for  the  last  40  ch. 

West  20  ch — High  pine  lands  on  the  left  and  rich  on  the  rig::t 

N°.  70  W^.  30  ch — Pine  hill  cont*^.  on  the  left — rich  bottom  on 
the  right 

"^Mulberry  Creek. 
"Gardner's   Island. 

"The  river,  having  maue  a  great  bend,  again  touches  the  Durant  Plrrc. 
See  Note  27. 

^^Soapstone  Creek,  also  called  Tarver's  Mill  Creek. 
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N'^  45  \V^  I  iiiik— i'inc  lands  conf^.  on  the  left  20  ch.  Sprin-^' 
branch  on  the  ri,i,'ht  at  40  ch— good  lands  on  both  sides,  bottom 
ceases  on  tiie  rij^lit  at  60  ch  and  a  handsome  blulf  commences  oi 
open  land  &  rocky  banks. 

N°.  85  W.  I  mile— Bluff  confi.  on  the  right  [?]— rich  lands 
opposite,  on  the  left— Dluff  on  the  right  ends  at  20  ch  and  go^d 
land  connnences— small  spring  at  the  end  of  the  bluff — High, 
rich  lands  commence  on  the  left  at  half  distance.  ? 

Xo  yc^  \\t.   I  in_  20  ch — passed  to  the  left  oi  an  Island  at  60  ch  : 

—good  high  lands  on  the  left— rich  bottom  on  the  right—  a  ♦ 

branch  from  the  left— Improv^  on  the  right,  below  tlie  Island  ', 

X".  50  W^  I  mile— A  high,  open,  Prairie  bluff  on  the  left—  \ 

Improve  cont^.  on  the  right  &  very  rich  bottom — passed  to  the 
left  of  an  Island  at  from  20  to  40  ch— rich  lands  on  the  left  from 
the  upper  end  of  the  Island— Spring  on  the  right,  opposite  the 
lower  end  of  the  Island.  t 

N<^.  30  \V^  60  ch — The' river  shoally — Improvement  on  the 
right — Pine  bluff  on  the  left  containing  several  springs  &  rocky 
banks — good  lands  opposite,  and  also  below  a  sand  beach  on  the 
left—  rich  lands  on  the  right  &  a  spring— A  handsome  bold  i 

runing  branch,  opposite  the  lower  end  of  the  beach,  at  an  Im- 
prove on  the  right — High  lands  to  the  right  at  the  end  of  this 
distance,  intermixed  with  pine.  ^ 

N°.  65  W^  30  ch  to  a  blutr  on  the  right^-* — rich  lands  on  the  , 

left — thin  on  the  right.  I 

S**.  65  W^  40  ch  along  a  piney  bluff  on  the  right — rich  lands 
on  the  left  * 

S"-  55  W^  2  ]\I  40  ch — passed  to  the  left  of  an  Island. — Ini- 
prov*.  &  corn  field  on  the  right,  at  the  mouth  of  a  creek.'^  A 
creek  on  the  left — cfood  lands  on  both  sides  1 


3*This  and  tlie  two  succeeding  paragraphs  must  refer  to  Selma  and 
contigruous  country,  first  called  "'High  Soap  Stone  Bluff,"  but  on  tiie 
location  of  a  town' here,  called  Selma  at  the  suggestion  of  Hon.  William 
R.  King. 

'"The  few  white  men  who  were  in  this  part  of  the  countn.-  as  early  as 
1800  and  iSio  knew  this  place  a^  'High  Soap  Stone  Bluti.'  but  later  in 
iSi5.  a  white  man  by  the  name  of  Tb.omas  Moore,  having  made  his  way 
through  the  wilderness  from  Tennessee,  located  at  this  point,  the  place 
taking  the  name  of  "Moore's  Bhui.'  from  the  few  persons  of  that  day  wh'-» 
traded  on  the  .Mabama  River  in  pole  boats,  yawls^  and  dug-outs,  which 
name  the  place  retained  until  December  4-.h.  iSiO." — Hardy's  History  oT 
Selma  (iSroV  p.  7. 

^n'alley  Creek. 
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S*^.  70  W.  2  inilcfv—  ^^ood  l^nd?  continue  on  the  right — thin, 
high  lands  &  rockv  banks  on  the  lrU--^'Ood  on  the  left  at  i  mil-: 
— passed  to  the  right  'A  a  sn^iall  islaird 

S°.  65  \Vh  40  cli.  good  Jai^ds  on  both  sides 
S".  30°  \V*.  40  ch — liigli  good  land?.  &  rocky  shore  to  the  right 
— rich  bottom  on  the  left 

c;outh — 20  ch  to  a  blufT  of  pine  iands  &  rocky  shore  on  the 
right — Rich  on  the  kfi — a  bad  shoal— the  best  channel  to  the 
right — bluff  ends  at  jo  ch. 

S°.  40  Eh  I  mile — passed  ho  the  left  of  an  Island— rocky  banks 
to  the  left  &  good  high  lands — Bottom  on  the  right. 
S°.  60  Eh  30  ch.  good  lands  on  both  sides 
S°.  70  Eh  30  ch — A  handsome  bluff  of  tolerable  good  land, 
and  a  smooth  rock  bank  on  the  right — rich  bottom  on  the  left. 
The  bluff  on  the  right  continues  the  whole  of  this  distance 

N".  50  Eh  30  ch — BlufT  continues  on  the  right — Bottom,  and 
corn  field  on  the  left. 

North  I  mile — Bluff  cont^.  on  the  right — a  small  creek  i*^ 
good  lands  on  the  left 

N°.  45  Eh  10  ch.  to  a  rocky  bluff  on  the  left 
East  10  ch.  along  the  rocky  bluff^^ — bottom  on  the  right 
S°.  30  Eh  I  mile — Bluff  conf^.  on  the  left  &  bottom  on  the 
right — Bluff  ends  at  half  distance  and  good  lands  commence. 

S*^.  45  Eh  3  miles — good  lands  on  both  sides — passed  to  the 
left  of  an  Island  at  40  ch — corn  field  on  the  right — a  bad  shoal 
at  half  distance 

S'^.  30  Eh  I  mile — good  lands  on  both  sides — Improvh  on  the 
right  as  20  ch  and  cont''.  the  whole  distance — small  creek  on  the 
left  near  the  end. 

South  10  ch  along  a  rocky  bluffs*  on  the  left — Improvh  conf^. 
on  the  right 

S°.  40  Wh  10  ch.  Bluff  cont'^.  on  the  left — rich  land  and  Im- 
provh cont*^.  on  the  ricrht 

S°.  70  Wh  10  ch  Rocky  blutT  conth  on  the  left — good  lands  & 
Improvh  cont^    on  the  right — t^nn  lands  on  the  bluff. 

West — 20  ch.  Appears  the  same  as  on  last  course  Improvh 
continues — 

X''.  6^  Wh  3  mile? — Lands  tiiin  on  the  left  i  mile  thin  good 

"  King's  BhifF,  and  King's  Bend,  called  in  honor  of  Hon.  Wm.  R.  King. 
"' Hatcher's  Bluff. 
10 


:  h-">.'jl)\^.  ill 
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on  both  si(l.'<  — b..-.-,t  on  ibc  rig!:t— Iinj^rov'.  r.n  the  right— en  1, 
on  this  course  at  20  ch. 

S".  80  \\K  I  m  &  40  ch  passed,  immediately,  to  the  left  '-f 
an  Island — a  fine  sprlnjij  on  the  iert  opposite  the  h'cad  of  the  In- 
land— rocky  banks  on  the  left— rich  lands  on  both  sides. 

S".  60  \\ '.  I  mile— good  lands  on  both  sides — a  bluff  rises  on 
the  right  at  40  ch  &  lan-.s  thinner  on  that  side.  • 

S°.  40  W.  I  n-..  40  c'l — LJluff  ends  &  good  lands  on  both  sides 
continues— highest  on  tlvj  right— The  Cau,  hau,  ba  river  enter, 
from  the  right  at  the  termination  ot  this  disrance"*' — The  land= 
excellent  above.  I 

S".  5  W^  60  ch— good  lands  on  the  right  for  20  ch  to  a  blufif 
which  continues  the  whole  of  this  distance — Rich  bottom  on  the 
left. 

S-^.  10  E^  I  m.  40  ch  Tolerable  good,  high,  bluff  lands  on  the 
right— Rich  bottom  on  i.he  left— x\  rocky  blufl  of  good  landa 
commences  on  the  right  near  the  end  of  this  distance,  and  a  I 

rich  piece  of  land  above.  | 

S*^.  45  VJ.  I  mile,  Uluft'  of  Rock  with  good  lands  on  its  summit  \ 

for  20  ch  where  the  rock  ends  at  a  sand  beach  on  the  right,  or 
same  side— Rich  lands  (bottom)  on  the  left  to  near  the  end  of  j 

this   distance,   where  high   lands   &  bluff  commences — Bottom  ; 

on  the  right,  below  the  sand  beach — Spring  in  the  bluff  near  the 
end — another  at  the  end— -a  branch  from  the  left.  j 

Encamped  on  the  left  shore  at  ^i  M.  60  ch  t 

15  i 

Proceeded  at  5  o'clock  A.  M.  | 

South  I  mile — good  lands  on  both  sides  t 

S**.  45  \\'^  30  ch.  good  on  both  sides  with  a  rocky  shore  on  - 

the  left.  I 
S»  75  \V^  40  ch— Rocky  shore  on  the  left  with  high  good 

lands^'-' — Bottom  on  the  right  1 
West — 60  ch — passed  an  Island  to  the  left — a  hne  spring  -^n 

the  left  shore  near  the  head  where  the  rocky  shore  ends — land; 

good  on  both  sides  I 

S'\  75  W'f.  I  Xlile— good  lands  on  both  sides — a  rocky  shore  ? 

on  life  left  commences  near  the  end. 

"  The  Cababa  region  is  later  described  at  some  length  and  declared  to 
be  an  Arcadia.  \ 

"■"Near  the   present   King's   landing. 


f\>  *y>    it.    rp  j; 


VOtfrf.v     ,(' 


r!^   no   •'To:!> 


•":fliiSS»--l«r-    ??>h.'>    /l)0«j    fl■^ 
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K".  75  W.  30  ch  along  a  rocky  shore  on  the  left  &  high  lands 
— bottom  on  the  right. 

N".  50  W^  I  mile— Passed  to  the  right  of  an  Inland— good 
lands  on  both  sides 

N°.  75  W.  60  ch.  to  the  upper  end  of  a  high  rocky  bluff  on 
the  right  of  poor  pine  lands — good  on  both  sides  to  the  blulT — 
small  creek  from  the  right  above  the  blufif 

S".  50  W^  20  ch  along  the  bluff — bottom  on  the  left — This 
blufl  is  a  white  rock  100  feet  liigh*"— the  river  not  more  than  80 
yds  wide  at  this  place 

S°.  10  W.  20  ch  along  the  blufif  to  the  head  of  an  Island. 

S^  10  E'.  I  mile — passed  to  the  left  of  an  Island — a  creek 
breaks  through  the  bluff  near  the  lower  end — the  bluff  then  con- 
tinues about  10  ch  from  whence  the  land  on  the  right  becomes 
lower  &  better — bottom  continued  on  the  left  to  this  point. 

S°.  25  E*.  I  ni  20  ch  passed  a  short  bluff,  on  the  left,  at  60  ch. 
good  lands  on  both  sides— Rocky  on  the  left  shore,  the  last  20  ch. 

S°.  20  E^  30  ch  to  the  upper  end  of  a  high  blufif  on  the  right — 
good  lands  on  both  sides. 

S°.  60  E*.  I  mile — passed  to  the  left  of  an  Island — The  bluft  on 
the  right  ends  at  the  Island — bottom  on  the  left — good  high 
lands  on  the  right  from  the  upper  end  of  the  Island  to  the  end 
of  this  course. 

S°.  75  E*.  I  mile — good  lands  on  both  sides — a  rocky  shore 
the  last  20  ch. 

East  I  m  40  ch — Rocky  shore  cont*^.  on  the  right  for  20  ch — 
passed  to  the  left  of  an  Island — a  branch  from  the  right  runs 
through  the  blufif  at  20  ch  above  the  Island — good  lands  on  both 
sides — spring  to  the  left  opposite  the  Island — Rocky  banks  on 
the  left  &  high  rich  lands — A  large  creek-*^  from  the  left  at  the  end 
of  the  course 

S".  55  E^  I  mile— Rocky  bluff  on  the  left  of  high  good  land — 
bottom  on  the  right — passed  to  the  right  of  an  Islanti 

S°.  25  E*.  I  mile — passed  to  the  right  of  an  Island — go^^d 
lands  on  both  sides — A  large  corn  field  on  the  right,  of  fine  corn, 
near  the  end  of  the  distance — landed  on  the  right  and  destroyed 
the  field  and  took  a?  much  of  the  corn  as  the  troops  thought 
proper.     It  lies  opposite  to  an  encampment  occupied  by  Col*». 

"AVhite's  bluff,  Dallas  County. 
*' Cedar  Creek. 


--'>br?  iijcd  n 
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Pearson  of  the  North  CoroUna  >[ilitia  in  May  or  June  last— 1: 
is  of  coiKsid(M-abl<:  erctcnt,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  nutvs. 
and  is  situnicci  on  a  valuable  tract  o'  bottom  land  containc-l    • 
a  large  bend  on  tlie  west  side  of  the  river— The  field  commcnc- 
20  ch  above  the  placu  of  larding — 

Col.  Pearsons  Enrampnicnt  is  10  ch  below,  on  the  opp  .^it 
side,  an  a  high  bh'.fT'-  of  thin  pine  land — It  is  a  handsome  -•/- 
nation  overlooking-  ;nc  whole  extent  of  the  bend,  &  bottom  opp  - 
site  on  the  west 

South— 30  ch— Tiic  above  blufl  on  the  left  &  the  field  cont' 
on  the  right. 

S".  25  W^  40  ch— The  bluff  lov.er  on  the  left— field  cont''.  >,r. 
the  right — a  dry  creek  from  the  left  at  the  end  of  the  blufi— 
The  blufl'"  commences  again  at  the  end  of  this  distance— fid  i 
ends  at  15  ch. 

S°.  60  W't.  I  M  20  cli— Bluff  on  the  left  20  ch  branch  on  the 
right  at  60  ch — bottom  on  both  sides  below  the  bluff,  and  the 
whole  distance  on  the  nght. 

S°.45W.i  m  60  ch  good  lands  on  both  sides — small  creek  from 
the  left  at  40  ch.  blrff  land  on  the  left  at  60  ch  &  rocky  shore- 
bluff  low — bottom  on  the  right — a  spring  to  the  right  opposite 
the  lower  end  of  the  bluff. 

S°.  70  \V^  2  miles-;-  Rocky,  bluff,  banks  on  the  left,  but  P.-w 
for  Co  ch  to  the  head  of  an  Island— passed  it  to  the  left — Botto::) 
&  spring  on  the  right  10  ch  above  the  Island — lands  rich,  and  a 
cainev  bottom  on  the  left  iro;n  above  the  Island,  and  opposite  th.o 
Spring  on  the  right — Rocky  banks  on  the  right  for  the  last  ::c 
ch — lands  high  S:  rich 

S*'.  60  \V^  40  ch  to  the  upper  end  of  a  rocky  bluff  on  the  lefi— 
handsome  creek''*  from  the  left  at  the  end  of  the  distance 

N°.  70  W*.  I  m  20  ch — a  bluff  of  thin  timbered  land  40  feet 
high,  on  the  left — bottom  on  the  right. 

N°.  45  W*.  I  mile — Bluff  continues  on  the  left  &  bottom  on 
the  right — Blutf  ends  at  20  ch  and  good  land  on  both  sides  the 
balance  of  this  distance — A  small  spring  on  the  right,  opposite 
the  lower  end  of  the  bluff. 

"  Militia  Bluff,  as  appears  from  La  Tourrette's  Ma.'^s  of  Ala..  iS.'S  .t"  • 
1856. 
"Elm  blutl. 
"White  Oak  Creek. 
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West  30  ch  alone,'  a  bandsome  bluff  to  tbe  ri;,'ht— a  fine  spring 
on  tbe  bluff  at  15  ch — Cottotu  on  the  left. 

S".  45  \V^  I  ni  Go  ch— bluff  conf^.  bottom  cont'^  on  the  left- 
passed  to  the  right  of  an  Island  at  40  ch— Shoal  water  below 
the  left  shore  the  best  passage— The  blufl  ends  at  40  ch— Excel- 
lent lands  below— rocky,  low  blufif  commences  on  the  left  at 
I  m  20  ch— Rich  land  on  the  bluff— branch  to  the  left  near  the 
end  of  this  distance. 

go  y^  w*.  40  ch — Bluff  cont"^.  on  the  left  and  bottom  on  the 
right — pine  on  the  bluff  at  the  end  of  this  distance — Spring 
branch  on  the  right  at  10  ch. 

N°.  75  W^  2  m  10  ch.  Bluff  conf^.  on  the  left  and  bottom  on 
the  right— The  bluff  is  high  but  it  appears  to  consist  of  good 
land  intermixed  with  pine— A  large  creek'^  from  the  '^k^' 
5  ch.  above  the  end  of  this  distance — a  bluff  commences  at  the 
Creek  &  extends  down  the  river — on  the  right 

S°.  80  W.  20  ch.  along  a  handsome  bluff  on  the  right— bottom 
on  the  left. 

S*^.  50  W.  60  ch. — Spring  near  the  commencement  on  the 
right — bluff  cont''.  on  the  right — bottom  on  the  left — passed  to 
the  right  of  an  Island  at  from  20  to  40  ch — Bluff  high  &  piney 
at  the  end  of  this  distance — for  the  last  half  mile  it  is  low  & 
rich.  Spring  on  the  right  10  chain  above  the  end  of  this  dis- 
tance. 

South  I  M  20  ch — High  pine  lands  on  the  right — Rich  bottom 
on  the  left — Pine  lands  recede  from  the  river  at  40  ch  &  leaves 
a  narrow  bottom  on  the  right,  which  widens  in  the  descent,  and 
extends  across  a  bend  on  that  side  at  the  distance  of  20  ch  above 
the  end  of  this  course — 

S''.  10  E^  30  ch. — Bottom  on  bcth  sides— Creck^"  on  the  right 
at  the  commencement 

S"*.  15  West — 40  ch  bottom  on  the  right — High  lands  on  the 
left  mixed  with  Pine  growth  but  appears  good — Pine  continues 
about  40  ch.  after  which  it  is  nigh  rich  land 

S°.  30  \V^  2  'SI  40  ch — good  high  lands  on  the  left — bcttoni 
on  the  right — A  handsome  creek*'  from  the  left  at  i  m  40  ch — 

"Rogue  Chitto. 
"Chilatchee. 
"Pine  Barren. 
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Pine  iaiuls  near  llie  river  2  Miles,  branch  on  the  right  at  i  nt  ♦.. 
ch — Spring  on  the  rij^'iu  15  ch  above  the  end  of  this  course 

S".  5  E'.  30  ch — High  pine  lands  to  the  right — Bottom  on  t:.- 
left 

S"  20  E^  30  ch — Pine  lands  cont'^  on  the  right  &  bottom  o:: 
the  left — a  small  crcek*^  from  the  right 

S".  45  E'.  40  ch  Pine  lands  cont'^  on  the  light  &  bottom  on 
the  left.  Creek  on  the  right  at  20  ch— lands  better  on  the  ri^-lr. 
below  the  creek. 

S".  55  E^  2  M  40  ch — ITigii  lands  cont'^  on  the  right  &  bot- 
tom on  the  left — The  iiigh  lands  descends  to  a  bottom  20  < !-. 
below  the  commencement  of  this  distance — Passed  to  the  i'.:': 
of  an  Island — Improv'.  &  corn  field  on  the  right — at  the  ter- 
mination of  this  course,  comm.cnces  an  Elegant  Red  BlufY,  very 
level  on  the  top,  and  appears  to  contain  the  site  of  An  Ancient 
Town  or  village.  There  appears  to  be  from  100  to  150  acres  : 
level,  cleared  land  in  its  bounds — It  affords  the  handsomest  situa- 
tion for  a  Town  on  the  river,  and  appears  to  be  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  large,  and  excellent,  bodies  of  rich  lands — This  bluff  ex- 
tends for  some  distance  down  the  river — It  is  all  good  land,  but 
thinly  timbered — a  fine  veiw  of  the  river  is  enjoyed  at  this  place, 
both  above  &  below — On  the  opposite  side  is  a  large  bend  of  de- 
lighful  bottom  land,  and  also  another  large  bend  on  the  same  side 
of  the  bluff  some  few  miles  below. 

South  I  M.  40  ch.  cont^.  the  whole  of  this  distance  along  tie 
red  bluff — passed  to  the  right  of  an  Island — from  i  m  20  ch.  to 
the  end  of  the  distance — several  springs  at  the  end  of  the  distance 
— lands  on  the  right  a  superb  bottom — 

S°.  10  W.  30  ch — Lands  high  &  rich  on  both  sides 

S°.  45  W*.  2  !M  40  ch.  Lands  rich  &  high  on  both  sides,  mixed 
with  scattering  pines  on  the  right. 

S°.  40  \y^.  I  m  20  ch  lands  higher  on  the  left  and  mixed  with 
a  few  Pines — On  the  right  the  same  as  above  represented — 
Spring  to  the  right  at  30  ch 

S°.  60  W.  40  ch.    Rich  lands  on  both  sides 

■^West  I  mile — Rich.  high,  lands  on  both  sides*'' — Spring 
branch  on  the  left  at  40  ch — a  branch  from  the  left  at  60  ch. 

X".  65  W'.  I  m.  20  po.  lands  more  piney.  but  still  good  on  the 

'"Foster's  Creek. 

"The  present  Bridgeport.  Wilcox  County,  is  located  here. 
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left,  rich  (5^c  fmc  on  the  ri.c,'ht — fine  spring  branch  on  the  left  at 
the  end  of  this  course. 

Encamped  on  the  left  bank  at  46  Miles  40  ch. 

Proceeded  20  minutes  after  5  o'clock  A.  M. 

N°.  45  \V^  3  miles — Excellent  lands  on  both  sides  a  small 
creek  from  the  left  at  i  m  60  ch — another  creek  from  the  ri^ht 
at  the  end  of  this  distance 

North  I  m — A  low  rocky  bluft'"  of  good  land  to  the  left — rich 
lands  on  the  ric,dit — passed  a:.  Island  at  40  ch — a  spring  branch 
from  the  left  at  20  ch 

N°.  10  E^  2  miles — Bluff,  ends  on  the  left  and  good  lands  on 
both  sides  succeeds — Shoal  water  at  40  ch — shoal  again  at  i  m 
40  ch  to  2  miles — left  shore  the  deepest — Spring  on  the  right  near 
the  end. 

N°.  20  \V^  40  ch — Piney,  high  lands  on  the  right  at  40  ch  from 
the  river — The  margin  good — lands  on  the  left  rich. 

N°.  35  W^  40  ch — Pine  high  lands  on  the  right  as  on  last 
course — rich  on  the  left — Spring  on  the  right,  near  end. 

N*'.  55  W.  40  ch — lands  continue  on  the  right,  the  same  as 
before  stated. — rich  bottom  on  the  left. 

N'^.  85  W^  I  m  20  ch — lands  continue  the  same  on  the  right 
the  pine  growth  receding  from  the  river — 2  springs  on  the  right 
near  the  begining — lands  goods  on  the  left — good  lands  on  both 
sides,  the  last  30  ch. 

N°.  85  W^  Conf^.  1  m  40  ch — passed  to  the  left  of  an  Island 
at  60  ch. — rocky  banks  on  the  left  opposite  the  Island — Lands 
rich  on  both  sides — small  creek  from  the  right,  near  the  end 

S°.  65  W^  40  ch — High,  piney  land  to  the  right  for  30  ch 
and  appears  better  Irom  thence — good  bottom  on  the  left. 

S°.  35  W^  20  ch — Along  a  handsome  low  biufT  on  the  right, 
rising  ground  100  yds  back  from  the  river — rich,  higu  bottom 
on  the  left 

S".  10  W*.  I  mile — Bluff  continues  on  the  right  with  breaks 
of  lower  land  this  whole  distance — Pine,  back  from  the  river — 
Excellent,  rich  land  on  the  left. 

t^S".  15  E*.  I  m  40  ch — Bluft  cont*^.  &  high  lands  on  the  right — 
good  high  land  on  the  left — a  good  spring  on  the  left  at  20  ch 

=* Canton  Bend. 
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in  ilic  river  bank— .tcooil  scttl<ni<-nts  on  the  same  side,  below  t; 
spring. — the  lands  a  mixture  of  Pine  &  other  timber — a  \;-,>j: 
creek  frotn  tlic  right  at  i  mile. 

South  2  Miles— rich  bottom  on  the  rigiit— very  good  lands  un 
the  left— bottom  commences  on  the  left  at  40  ch  high  &  rici:  v,r 
40  ch  further  where  it  descends  to  lower  lanrl— low  bottom  on  th<! 
right  &  rich  at  i  m  and  continues  the  balance  of  this  distance— 
a  branch  on  the  left  at  i  m  40  ch 

^''S''.  10  E'.  2  m  40  ch— lands  higher  &  rich  on  the  right— !■/:- 
erable  low  bottom  on  the  left— spring  on  the  right,  near  the-  bc- 
gining — lands  on  the  left  rise  higher  on  descending  ami  con- 
tinues rich  &  good  the  whole  distance 

S°.  5  \V^  I  mile— rich  lands  of  tolerable  height  on  the  left- 
rich  Bottom  on  the  right 

S".  15  \V^  60  ch— lands  rich  on  both  sides— the  right  a  lower 
bottom  than  on  the  left — a  creek  from  the  left. 
S*"-  35  W.  40  ch — Prime  lands  on  both  sides 
S'^.  60  \V^  20  ch— Excellent  lands  on  both  sides — rocky  shore 
and  high  lands  at  10  ch— a  spring  on  the  left,  near  the  end. 

N''.  80  W't.  60  ch— High  lands  on  the  left  of  indifferent  quality 
mixed  with  Pine  &  a  rocky  shore— rich  bottom  on  the  right- 
lands  on  the  left,  lower  &  rich  for  the  last  30  chains. 

S'\  60  W^  40ch— Rocky  shore,  for  part  of  this  distance,  on 
the  right — Good  lands  on  botli  sides. 

S°.  35  W^  60  ch— good  lands  on  both  sides— high  on  the  !eit 
for  half  the  distance  and  contains  a  few  pine  mixed  with  other 
growth — a  branch  from  the  right  at  40  ch 

S".  55  \\'^  I  m.  20  ch— Pligh.  rich  1  ands  on  the  left— Bottom 
lower  on  t!ic  right  for  half  distance  below  which  it  is  higher :  0-'\\' 
taining  a  mixture  of  pine — It  is  apparently  good  farming  land— 
a  bluff  near  the  lower  end  on  the  right. 

S'".  15  W^  I  mile — Along  a  rock,  blutt  on  the  right  covered 
principally  with  pine — lands  on  the  left  rich  &:  fine 

•^S".  20  E^  I  mile— Bluff  on  the  right  continues  20  ch — g'^'od 
lands  succeed  for  the  balance  of  the  distance — Rich  bottom  con- 
tinues on  the  left — passed  to  the  left  of  an  Island  from  30  ch 
nearly  the  whole  distaiice — A  large  creek^^  from  the  right,  op- 

''  Turkry  Creek.  Brewer,  in  his  AlLibamj.  p_.  579-  >^y>  .t'^'-t  'Dc  S  't^^;  -J 
believed  to  have  crossed  to  the  western  side  of  the  river  just  below  Ci:ii- 
ton.  situated  North  of  the  mouth  of  this  Creek. 
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positc  the  iiper  end  oi  this  Island  which  is  hi;:jh  &  timbereil  at 
its  lower  end. 

S".  25  E'.  I  ni  20  ch — j:(ood  on  both  sides — a  narrow  channel 
to  the  left  of  a  sl.oal  which  extends  from  the  lower  end  of  the 
Island— lands  on  the  right  appear  high  a  small  distance  from 
the  river  and  contains  some  pine  mixture — a  rocky  bluff  on  the 
right  for  the  last  20  ch. 

S°.  50  E*.  I  m  20  ch— Bluff  cont^^.  on  the  right— bottom  on  the 
left — lands  to  the  right,  lower  the  last  half  of  this  distance— Im- 
prove on  the  left. 

S".  85  E'.  20  ch — Bluff  on  the  right  &  bottom  on  the  left. 

N°.  85  E^  I  m  60  ch— Bluff  conf^.  on  the  right— passed  an 
Island  from  30  to  50  ch— bluff  ends  at  20  ch  &  good  lands 
succeeds — Prime  land  on  the  left 

S°.  80  E^  I  mile- Prime  lands  on  both  sides— a  fine  spring 
on  the  right  at  60  ch  rocky  banks  on  the  right. 

East  40  ch — good  lands  on  both  sides — ^^The  lands  on  the  left 
immediately  above  this,  may  be  said  to  be  one  large  bend 
containing  20  or  30,000  acres,  the  greater  part  (if  not  the  whole) 
of  which,  from  every  appearance  must  be  said  to  be  a  body  of 
prime  land,  equal  to  any  body,  of  the  same  extent,  in  any  part 
of  the  United  States 

S°.  70  E'.  I  mile  40  ch — good  lands  on  both  sides — but  on 
the  right  bottom — high  on  the  left — a  spring  branch  on  the 
left  at  20  ch — The  margin  on  the  left  contains  rich  bottom  for 
100  to"  120  yds  !\ick  to  the  high  land  before  named — passed  to 
the  right  of  an  Island  at  about  i  mile— An  old  Improve  on  the 
right,  opposite  the  Island. 

South  I  m.  40  ch — Improve  continues  on  the  right — a  bluff 
of  rock  on  the  left,  with  high  lands  mixed  with  pine — Bottom 
on  the  right — Passed  to  the  right  of  an  Island'-  which  com- 
mences at  half  &  continues  nearly  the  balance  of  this  distance — 
good  lands  on  left,  the  last  half  of  this  course — TheTiluff  still 
continued. 

S<^.  35  W.  4c  ch — good  ^ands  on  both  sides — Elufif  on  the 
right  near  the  end  &  rocky — lands  descend  to  a  good  bottom  on 
the  left. 

■^South  40  ch — A  rocky  bluff  t^  rich  land  continued  on  thi 

"Ilobb's  Island. 
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rigl,t_licut)in  on  ll;c  left — A  prime  spring  or  creek^'  in  ti; 
bluff  on  the  rigl.c.  near  tlic  -jrA  of  r-istance. 

S".  35  n^  60  ch.  Kluff  f^z  ^;oovi  lands  continue  on  the  ricjh;.— 
bottom  on  ;hc  Icit — lands  thin  on  ihc  right  the  last  40  ch. 

•^S".  70  K^  2  Miles — 1-iiift  contimu  s  on  the  right  of  thin  \>'n\<: 
lands  Sc  other  gro\,ths,  uffording  a  handsome  situation  ht:t 
poor — ricli  lamls  on  the  'eft — A  fine  spring  300  yds  above  tli-. 
end,  on  the  left. 

S*^.  30  E'.  40  ch — good  lands  on  both  sides — rocky  bank., 
cont*^.  on  the  left — A  large  creek'-*  from  the  left. 

S".  5  W'.  20  ch  lands  high  on  the  left  below  the  creek — R:'.';i 
on  the  right 

S".  40  W.  20  ch.  to  the  uper  end  of  a  high  bluflf''  of  poor 
pine  land  on  the  left — rich  bottom  on  the  right — A  sprinj; 
branch  on  the  lefr  at  the  commencement. 

S°.  65  W  20  ch  along  the  s*^.  bluff. — Rich  bottom  on  the 
right — Bluff  So  feet  high. 

West  I  m.  40  ch — Bluff  cont'^  on  the  left — rich  bottom  on 
the  right — passed  to  the  right  of  an  Island'" — 2  springs  on  the 
left. 

X*'.  60  W.  I  mile — A  spring  to  the  left  at  the  commencement 
— passed  to  the  right  of  an  Island — prime  lands  on  both  sides. 

X°.  30  W*.  20  ch — good  lands  on  both  sides  3  springs  near 
each  other  on  the  right. 

X<*.  70  \V^  2  Miles — lands  good  on  both  sides 

X°.  55  W.  I  m.  40  ch. — good  lands  on  both  sides — passed  to 
the  right  of  a  large  Island  at  40  ch — A  handsome  bluff  of  rich 
land  on  the  right,  opposite  the  lower  end  of  the  Island. — High 
piney  hills  on  the  right  for  30  ch  near  the  end — a  spring  branch 
from  the  right  at  60  ch 

"'Probably  Dunn's  Creek. 

^  Pursley  Creek.  It  \v2s  at  the  sand  bar  at  the  mouth  of  this  creek 
that  Lt.  Joseph  M.  Wilcox  and  a  companion  were  mortally  woundcti  hy 
Indians  Feb.  14.  1814.  Lt.  Wilcox  was  a  native  of  Conn.,  a  West  Pointer 
of  June,  1808.  2d  Lt.  3  U.  S.  Inf..  and  ist  Lt.  Jan.  3.  1812.  He  died  -^n 
the  I5tl'..  and  on  the  17th  of  Feb..  1S14.  he  was  interred  at  Ft.  Claiborne, 
with  military  honors.  Wilcox  County  is  so  named  in  memory  of  his  c;i_'- 
lant  service's  and  his  untimely  death.  Pickett,  pp.  326-8._says  his  body 
was  found  on  the  river  iKtwen  Canton  and  Prairie  BTiufr:  but  Brewer, 
p.  570,  a  later  authority,  says  it  was  at  the  mouth  of  Pursley  Creek. 

"Black's   Bluff. 

'^Tait's  Bar. 


^ 
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N'\  80  W.  20  ch — Pine  land  cont'^  on  the  right  good  lands 
on  the  left. 

S°.  85  W.  I  mile — Pine  lands  ceased  at  a  branch  on  the  right 
at  20  ch — good  lands  then  on  both  sides 

S".  35  W.  I  m  40  ch — good  lands  on  both  sides — rocky  banks 
to  the  right — a  branch  from  the  right  at  30  ch — a  spring  branch 
from  the  left  40  ch  above  the  end  of  this  distance 

S°.  75  W*.  I  m  60  ch — Lands  good  on  both  sides — spring  on 
the  left  at  40  ch — Creek  from  the  right  at  i  m  20  ch — 3  springs 
opposite,  in  the  left  bank — High  lands  mixed  with  pine,  on  the 
right  for  the  last  20  ch — a  spring  at  the  nper  end  of  the  hiil. 

S°.  45  W.  20  ch — Along  a  poor,  piney  blufY  on  the  right  with 
a  spring — good  lands  on  the  left. 

S°.  15  W*.  20  ch — BlufT  cont'^  on  the  right  &  good  lands  on 
the  left. 

S".  10  E*.  I  m  40  ch — The  blufT  ends  &  High  lands  cont*^.  on 
the  right  of  better  quality — Bottom  on  the  left,  and  a  spring  at 
60  ch — Spring  on  the  left  at  i  m  20  ch. 

S°.  20  W.  I  m  40  ch — A  rocky  bank  on  the  left — good  lands 
on  both  sides  with  a  branch  from  the  right  at  i  mile. 

go_  2  \yt_  2  m  40  ch — good  lands  on  both  sides — passed  to  the 
right  of  an  Island  at  40  to  60  ch — A  creek''  from  the  right,  oppo- 
site the  lower  end  of  the  Island — passed  to  the  right  of  another 
Island  at  i  m  20  ch  to  i  m  60  ch 

Encamped  on  the  left  shore  at  58  Miles — 

17th 

Proceeded  at  5  o'clock  A.  ]\I. 

S°.  10  E^  40  ch — lands  good  on  both  sides. 

S°.  30  E*.  40  ch — good  lands  on  left  &  high  pine  lands  on  the 
right. 

S".  75  E'.  20  ch — High  on  the  right  &  bottom  on  the  left 

East — I  m  20  ch — High  on  the  right  for  a  small  distance 
thence  descends  gradually  to  rich  bottom — good  Bottom  land 
on  the  left. 

S".  70  E'.  2  Miles — Lands  good  on  both  sides 

S".  50  E^  I  mile  to  the  uper  end  of  a  high,  handsome  Red- 
Blufif  on  the  right — lands  good  on  both   si-les — passed   to  the 

"Bear  Creek. 
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ri^ln  uf  an  Inland'''  at  20  to  40  cii — a  part  tnnibced  &  rich- 
lands  liij^ii  on  the  ri^dit  opposite  the  timbered  part  of  the  Islan  1 
and  a  j^'ood  spring  20  ch  above  the  bluff. 

S".  85  ]•'}.  4  miles,  alone:  the  above  named  bluff  of  thin  lev*.: 
land  covered  with  pine  and  banks  80  feet  hic,'h — rich  bottom  or. 
the  left — lands  on  the  ri^dit  .t,^ood,  &  bluff  ends,  at  20  ch  vV 
from  thence  to  the  end  of  this  course  A  fine  spring  on  the 
right  at  30  ch — The  land  on  the  left  is  excellent. 

S".  65  E'.  40  ch— The  land  rizes  on  the  left  to  a  bluff  with 
rocky  banks  &  pine  growth — On  the  right  a  rich  bottom  .\ 
large  creek  f  rom  the  left  at  20  ch — bluff  increases  below  the  creek, 
in  height. 

S".  35  E^  30  ch. — A  high,  broken  bluff  on  the  left — red  corn 
[?]  land  on  the  top  mi.xcd  with  pine — bottom  on  the  right— 
a  line  bold  creek  from  the  left  near  the  commencement  of  this 
course 

South  40  ch — High  pine  lands  conf^.  on  the  left  &:  rich  bottom 
on  the  right  .^^ 

S°.  20  \V^  2  Miles — Bottom  conf^.  en  the  right — lands  lower 
to  the  left  &  descend  to  a  bottom  at  about  i  mile — lands  rise 
on  the  right  at  i  m  40  ch  and  continues  high  &  rich  to  the  end 
of  this  distance 

vS^  10  \V^  2  ]\I  10  ch — passed  'o  the  left  of  an  Island  at  i  M 
40  ch — 4  springs  to  the  right,  near  the  beginning — Pine  lands  on 
both  sides  of  rich  bottom— Spring  branch  from  the  left  30  ch 
above  the  Island. 

S".  30  W*.  20  ch — a  rocky  bluff  on  the  left  &  good  bottom  en 
the  right. 

S'^.  45  W.  I  m  20  ch — Bluff  conf^.  on  the  left  &  bottom  on 
the  right — good  lands  on  the  bluff — 2  springs  to  the  left  at  40 
ch  and  a  branch  to  the  right  nearly  opposite. 

S'\  60  W.  I  Mile — Rich,  ligh  lands  on  the  left  &  bottom  on 
the  right — rocky  banks  on  the  left  and  a  branch  at  60  ch. 

S°.  75  ^V^  I  mile  to  the  uper  end  of  a  large  timbered  Island — 
bottom  lands  on  both  sides — a  branch  to  the  right  at  Oo  ch. 

S".  85  W*.  I  m  20  ch — passed  to  the  right  of  the  above  named 
Island — This  Island  has  but  little  water  on  the  left — the  main 
channel  on  the  right,  about  50  yds  wide — a  bluff  on  the  leir 

'''Steans  Island. 

"In  the  vicinity  cf  Eell's  Lrinding. 
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opposite  the  Island — the  whole  good  lands  on  both  sides — The 
timbered  lands  on  this  Island  is  very  .tjuod  &  lies  higii — a  very 
old,  small  Tniprov'.  is  on  the  Island. 

This  Island''"  has  become  notorious  from  the  circumstance 
of  Col.  Benton's  discovering  3  or  400  Inrlians  on  it  in  descending 
the  river  in  May  or  June  last,  belonging  to  the  war  party  that 
had  declined,  or  refused,  to  surrender,  and  suffering  them  to 
escape  punishment  by  pretending  to  be  then  on  their  way  to 
Fort  Claiborne  for  the  purpose  of  surrendering — It  is  supposed  to 
be  a  part  of  the  same  who  were  afterwards  at  Pensacola  with 
Francis  &  McQueen. 

S".  55  W^  I  mile — lands,  fine  bottom  on  the  right — Island 
conf^.  on  the  left — lands  to  the  south  of  the  Island,  rich  bottom 
— Island  ends  at  40  ch — A  small  creek  &  bluff  on  the  right  10 
ch.  above  the  end — the  bluff  continues  to  the  end  of  the  course 
— Pine  on  its  top  &:  a  fine  spring  at  the  end  of  the  distance 

S°.  10  \V^  2  miles — High,  Piney  lands  on  the  right — \'ery 
rich  bottom  on  the  left — High  lands  recede  gradually  from  the 
river  on  the  right  and  bottom  commences  at  20  ch — a  branch 
from  the  left  at  60  ch. 

S°.  45  W.  20  ch — Pligh  lands  to  the  left,  mixed  with  Pine — 
Bottom  on  the  right. 

S".  70  ^V^  2  m  40  ch. — High,  rich  lands  on  the  left — Prime 
bottom  on  the  right — Spring  branch  on  the  left  at  20  ch  another 
at  I  m  20  ch — a  branch  on  the  right  at  60  ch — another  Spring 
on  the  left  at  i  m  40 — An  Improv'.  on  the  right  at  i  m.  60  ch — 
Another  at  2  miles — Spring  branch  on  the  right  a  small  distance 
below  the  Improve — a  third  Improve  near  the  end  of  the  dis- 
tance 

S*^.  45  \\'^  20  ch — lands  good  on  both  sides 

S''.  10  W.  I  m.  60  ch — Excellent  lands  on  both  sides,  to  a 
handsome  bluff  on  the  right — a  creek  to  the  right  '^ 

S'\  45  E^  2  m  20  ch — Bluff  conf^.  on  the  right  20  ch — passed 
to  the  loft  of  an  Island  at  from  40  ch  to  i  m  10  ch — bottom  to 
the  left,  also  on  the  right  below  the  bluff — Spring  to  the  left  near 
the  end  of  this  distance. 

S*^.  15  E^  20  ch  good  lands  (prime)  on  both  side; 

'^Hnne's  Island. 
"Silver  Creek. 
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S".  lO  E  .  2  M  .;o  .':h— -I'rinic  lanri-  on  both  sides — very  o!<l 
I^lprov^  on  t'.-.o  rij^iu  at  i  mile — Creek  from  the  left  at  the  sair.c 
distance. — The  lamls  on  the  lijiht  ik  hi^h,  very  rich  &  scarce 
of  timber;  supposed  to  be  the  ettVct  of  very  old  Improv'*.  that 
appear  extensive. 

S".  20  E^  T  m  20  ch  lands  j^ood  on  the  ric^ht  near  the  river — 
hi^h  &  piney  off  from  thence  a  short  distance — Excellent  land 
on  the  left— a  branch  from  th.c  right  at  i  mile — a  small  branch 
from  the  ripht  at  the  ev^l. 

S".  35  E'.  20  ch — f^ood  lav.ds  on  both  sides — a  bottom  on  the 
left  and  spring  branch  from  the  right. 

S°.  60  E^  3  miles — 2  springs  on  the  right  at  60  ch  high  lands 
on  the  right  near  the  river — bottom  on  the  left  with  rich  high 
lands  near  the  lower  end  high  lands  cease  at  i  mile  &  bottom 
succeeds — passed  the  mouth  of  a  large  creek  called  Little  Lime- 
stone"- or  uper  limestone,  and  is  the  largest  of  the  two  of  that 
name.     It  is  from  the  left. 

S°.  20  E^  20  ch — lands  good  on  both  sides — rocky  banks  on 
the  left 

South  I  mile — Lands  continued  good  on  both  sides —  passed 
the  mouth  of  lower  Limestone  Creek"  at  20  ch  above  the  end  of 
this  distance — Enters  from  the  left. 

S*'.  10  W.  40  ch.  Lands  high  &  piney  to  the  left — rich  bot- 
tom on  the  right  &  a  spring  on  each  side  on  this  course 

8°.  35  W'.  20  ch.  A  high  poor  blufT  on  the  left  &  rich  bottom 
to  the  right  a  spring  on  the  k-ft. 

S°.  60  \V^  20  ch    To  Fort    Claibourne'"'''  situated    on  a  high 

"Now  called  Flat  Creek. 

"Now  called  Limestone. 

"Now  Claiborne.  The  remains  of  the  fort  are  still  visible.  It  was 
built  by  General  F.  L.  Claiborne  in  November.  1S13.  as  a  base  of  sup- 
plies on  his  invasion  of  the  Creek  country  irom  the  southwest.  The  best 
description  of  the  fort  is  that  here  given  by  Tatum.  The  white  hli:*t 
and  Ions  steps  of  Claiborne  are  prominent  object?  on  the  Alabama  River. 

Nnthinc  can  be  found  in  the  existing  War  Department  records  as  to 
the  foundinsr.  occupancy  or  abandonment  of  Fort  Claiborne.  Gardner  s 
Dictionary  of  the  Army  of  the  U.  S..  p.  578.  savs  that  it  was  named  after 
V>r\'Z.  Gen.  Claiborne,  as  is  generally  stated.  That  publication  also  gives 
Fort  -Mont'-omery.  opposite  the  Cut  Ott.  at  three  miles  distance,  a? 
named  for  Bvt.  ^Ia.i.  E.  Montgomery.  7th  Infantry.  There  is  no  pb" 
of  cither  on  record!  but  the  location  of  Fort  Claiborne,  as  well  as  ot 
otlur  posts,  is  given  on  the  early  printed  .I/a/'  of  Aljhamei.  constructed 
from  snrvev^  of  the  General  Land  Otnce.  &c..  bv  John  Mellish.  iSiS- 
1810.  ■  .    , 

.\iter  the  Creek  treatv  of  Aug.  9.    1S14.   Gov.    David   Holmes,   ot  the 
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\n\\v  bluff  of  150  feet  itcrpc-iuiicular.  on  the  left  side  the  river — 
A  rich  bottom  to  llie  ri^dit  and  a  sprin^cj  under  the  Fort  in  tiie 
river  bank  to  the  left. 

West  30  ch — lUuff  continues,  lower  but  still  poor  &  piney — 
rich  bottom  on  the  rij.,dit. 

^'"-  55  \V'.  60  ch — liluff  decreasini^  &  piney — rich  bottom  on 
the  right  &  largely  Improved. — landed  on  the  left  at  John  W'eath- 
erfords  ferry,  at  the  end  al  the  I)hifY  at  45  minutes  after  3  O'Clock 
P.  AI.  &  encamped  at  41  m.  20  ch. 

Note — The  road''  of  communication  Ijetween  Fort  St.  Ste- 
phens &  Milledgeville  in  Georgia  crosses  the  Alabama  at  this 
ferry,  the  property  of  a  friendly  Creek  Indian,  brother  to  the 
noted  chief  who  was  a  principal  leader  in  the  distruction  of  Fort 
Mimms. 

The  blufT  on  which  the  Fort  is  situatefl  is  called  the  Alabama 
heights.  It  overlooks  an  extensive,  valuable  boUom  on  the  right 
bank,  which  is  said  to  be  backed  with  a  blufT  of  high  Pine  lands 
from  the  foot  of  which  run  many  fme  springs  that  will  prove  of 
great  utility  in  the  future  settlement  of  this  part  of  the  country — 
above  this  place  lies  large  &  extensive  bodies  of  prime  bottom, 
and,  as  is  said,  high  lands — the  situation  &  water  good  &  healthv 
of  course  will  become  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  United  States. 
It  is  by  lands  from  20  to  30  miles  above  Fort  Mimms  &  50  miles 
above  Fort  Stoddard  and  00  to  100  Miles  above  .Mobile. 

Fort  Claibournc  is  a  strong  built  Stockade  Fort  nearly  a 
square  on  the  centre  of  three  squares  are  built  Blockhouses 
which  have  the  effect  of  Salient  Angles,  the  outer  ends  of  which 


Mississippi  Territory,  by  proclamation  dated  June  29.  181;.  created  Mon- 
roe County  to  embrace  all  the  ceded  lands.  On  Dec.  9.  '1815.  the  Terri- 
torial Assembly  desisrnated  Fort  Claiborne  as  the  place  for'hoidincr  the 
Courts  of  the  County.  It  remained  the  seat  of  Justice  until  18 ^J.  In 
its  early  days  it  was  "a  place  of  fame."  and  manv  of  the  leadin'/public 
men  had  residences  there.  It  was  very  unhealthy,'  however,  and  this  was 
one  cause  of  its  downfall.  Railroad  competition  destroyed  its  commer- 
cial importance,  .s'a'  Pickett"<  Alabama,  vol.  ii.  p.  320;  Brewer's  Ala- 
bama, pp.  434-5:    and  Ball's  Clarke  County,  p.  45S. 

"The  route  crossinsr  here  from  St.  Stephens  merged  to  the  east  in 
the  Federal  Road.  _  It  is  noteworthy  that  Sam  Dale  in  carrying  th.e  news 
of  the  victory  at  Xew  Orleans  did  not  cross  at  Mims  Ferry  and  pursue 
the  Fcileral  Road  but  to<^k  a  more  northerly  route  and  crossed  the  .\!a- 
ban-ia  at  Randon's.  mentioned  by  Tatum  lower  down.  This  mav  have 
been  due  to  high  water  at  Xannahubba  Island.  Sec  Claiborne's  Dale. 
p.  160.  The  brother  referred  to  is  John  W'eatheriord,  of  the  preceedincr 
paragraph. 
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arc  shaped  :-o  as  to  lu'i'e  t'.ic.  cilf-.-ct  ol  the  face  of  Bastion?  in 
defence — there  i."  also  one  of  thcji:  in  tlie  hne  of  an  irrcgu'.ar 
off  set  in  th.:  work,  made  to  avo:d  including  part  of  a  ravine 

Proceeded  at  40  miniitcs  alter  10  O'Clock  A.  M. 

N".  60  W.  i,o  cii — Vvcath<.ri<jrfls  Iniprov".  on  the  left,  com- 
mences at  the  foiry,  &  contains  a  part  of  an  excellent  piece  •>{ 
bottom  land — Tlie  improved  lands,  opposite,  are  also  claimed 
by  him — A  swamp  on  the  back  part  of  tne  Iraprov^  on  the  rit,dn 

N°.  85  W^  60  cli — A  b^uff  commences  on  the  right  at  40  cli— 
Improv^  on  the  same  side  ends  at  30  ch.  below  which  &  aljo\o 
the  biuft  two  creeks  enter  from  the  right  at  40  &  45  ch — 'Jn 
the  bluff  is  a  small  Improve  occupied  by  a  M^  Jones'"'''  near 
which  is  a  fine  spring — This  is  an  elegant  situation — The  road 
to  St.  Stephens  runs  near  this  Improve — a  fine  bottom  on  the 
left. 

N°.  60  \X^.  40  ch — The  bluff  continues  on  the  right  &  bottom 
on  the  left — The  bluff  contains  handsome  farming  land  but  not 
very  rich — growth.  Pine,  oak  &  Hickory. 

S".  45  \\K  2  m  40  ch — Bottom  on  the  left — Bluff  end?  at  a 
short  distance,  and  Pine  hickory  &  oak  high  lands  continue — 
At  a  short  distance  below  the  commencement,  the  lands  on  -he 
left  rise  to  a  high  rich  upland  intermixed  with  a  few  pine — at  60 
ch  the  lands  on  the  right  descend  to  rich  high  land  containing 
a  few  scattering  pine 

S°.  40  W*.  40  ch — Good  lands  on  both  sides — bottom  on  the 
right  &  high  lands  on  the  left — a  spring  branch  to  the  left,  near 
the  end. 

S''.  60  \V^  I  mile — High.  Oak,  hickory  &  pine  lands  on  the 
left — Oak  &  Hickory  bottom  on  the  right — a  spring  at  the  left 
near  the  beginning — A  creek  from  the  right  at  25  ch — lands 
below  the  creek  on  the  left  lower  »&:  without  Pine  and  descends 
to  rich  bottom  lower  down. 

S**.  20  ^V^  ^'^  ch  lands  on  both  sides  as  represented  in  the 
last  course  above — a  spring  branch  from  the  right. 

S^.  60  E*.  I  m  40  ch — lands  on  the  right  rise  to  a  bluff  at  20  cli 

"  Probably  Josiah  Jones,  a  militia  captain,  who  emiprated  to  Clarke 
County  aboat  iSoo  and  died  there  in  1S43. — See  Ball's  Clarke  County,  p- 
53S. 
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of  tolerable  j^ood  (luality — Llottom  conlinues  on  the  left — passed 
to  the  left  of  a  small  Inland — A  large  creek  from  the  right  near 
the  lower  end  of  tiiis  c<jurse 

S".  70  K'.  3  miles — High  lands  on  the  right  &  bottom  on  the 
left — Bottom  on  both  sides  from  40  ch — a  creek  to  the  left  at 
2  miles — another  creek  from  the  left  at  the  end,  and  an  Improve 
on  both  '♦i^des 

S°.  50  E'.  40  ch — a  blufY  of  good  lands  on  the  left — bottom 
on  the  right — a  fine  spring  branch  from  the  left  at  20  ch 

South  I  mile — High  bluff  on  the  left  &  a  prime  bottom  on 
the  right  cont'''.  3  Improv'^ 

S'\  10  W^  2  m.  40  ch — High,  poor  blufY  cont*^.  on  the  left — 
rich  bottom  &  Imjn-ov'-.  on  the  right — Bluff  on  the  left  ends  at 
40  ch  and  is  succeeded  by  rich  bottom,  an  Improv'.  on  each  side 
of  Peter  Rau'Iou's.  r.  friendly  half-breed — these  Improv'''.  are 
large  and  fine,  that  on  the  right  the  largest  &  contains  about 
100  acres — They  are  at  the  distance  of  about  i  mile  from  the 
comm'.  of  this  course. 

S°.  40  W*.  2  m  40  ch — Lands  rich  and  excellent  on  both  sides — 
a  large  creek  from  the  left  at  20  ch — a  spring  branch  from  the 
same  side  at  2  miles. 

S°.  30  W*.  50  ch — Prime,  rich  bottom  lands  on  both  sides — 
that  on  the  left  very  low  &  probably  swampy — a  creek  or  Bayou 
from  the  Icft*'^ 

S°.  60  W*^.  I  m  20  ch — Improve  on  the  right — lands  on  both 
sides  as  represented  in  last  course — The  Improve  on  a  superb 
piece  of  land — a  small  creek  from  the  left  at  50 :  An  Elegant 
tract  of  land  belov.-  the  creek  containing  a  small  improv^  at  a 
good  boat  landing — The  Improve  on  the  right  is  said  to  have 
belonged  to  Dixon  Baily*''^  a  friendly  half  Breed  chief  who  fell 
fighting  bravely  in  defence  of  Fort  Alimms — It  is  large  &  con- 
tinues part  of  the  next  course 

"Randnn's  Creek.  Just  above  the  mouth  of  this  creek  occured  the  cele- 
brated "Canoe  Ficrht"  ^vIMch  Tatum  does  not  mention.  aUhouch  he 
stopped  at  Claiborne  just  above,  rested  for  the  nic;ht  just  below,  and 
passed  over  its  scene  in  broad  daylight.  Here  Sam  Dale.  Jcriy  Aus- 
tin and  James  Smith  on  November  u.  18x3.  in  a  hand  to  hand  battle 
in  boats  overcame  and  killed  seven  Indian  warriors.  F'~ir  BiblioCTaphy 
of  the   enpajrement   see    Note   4.    Halbert's   Creek    War   Iv.cidcnts.   swra. 

^'For  account  of  Dixon  Baily  and  connections,  sec  Halbirt  and  Ball's 
Creek  War,  pp.  164-5.     The  location  here  referred  to  is  indicated  on  old 
maps  as  Peggy  Baily's  BlurT. 
II 
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S".  S5  W'.  1  ii.ik-I'rin.e  lands  continue  on  both  sides — Creel: 
from  the  left  at  40  ch 

S".  60  \V^  I  111  40  ch — I'rimc  lands  continue  on  both  sid<! — 
An  old  Iiiiprov'.  on  the  rij^ht  at  25  ch— passed  to  the  right  of  an 
Island— Creek  (njin  the  left  at  40  ch— Creek  from  the  rij^ht  n.ar 
the  end'''' 

S".  70  W.  2  M  40  ch— A  narrow  bottom  on  the  right  bounded 
by  a  high  bluff  of  poor  pine  lands — Good  bottom  &  an  Improv'. 
on  the  left,  near  the  bc;;imiin.L,'— A  creek  from  the  right  &:  t!ic 
bottom  widens. 

S".  40  \V^  60  cii— an  old  Improv*.  on  the  left— Encamped  at 
a  large  plantation  on  the  right  at  23  M  60  ch 

S°.  40  W.  conf*. —  I  m  20  ch — Plantation  on  the  right— con- 
tinued, on  a  valuable  rich  tract  of  bottom  land — Rich  bottom 
also  on  the  left — plantation  ends  at  30  ch. 

S".  75  W^  60  ch — Rich  lands  on  both  sides — Improv'.  on  the 
left  at  the  commencement — A  small  Improve  on  the  right  oppo- 
site the  lower  end  of  the  former 

S".  35  W  40  ch — Bottom  on  both  sides  with  pine  lands  on  the 
right  at  20 ch  from  the  river — Improv*.on  the  left  at  20  ch  belong- 
ing to  Sizemore  a  white  man  married  to  a  sister  of  D.  Baileys' ' — 
The  bottom  on  the  right  widens  in  descending  the  river,  on  the 
next  course — another  Improve  on  the  left  belonging  to  the  same 
Sizemore — He  has  another,  which  is  his  principal  one  on  the 
right."  ^ 

S°.  20  W'K  I  m  40  ch  Improv*.  on  the  left  cont'^. — Rich  bottom 
on  both  sides — a  small  branch  from  the  right. 

S°.  40  W^  I  mile — An  Improve  on  the  right  at  the  comnr. — 
Rich  on  both  sides 

South  20  ch — Rich  lands  on  both  sides 

S°.  10  E*.  2  m  20  ch — Rich  lands  on  both  sides — A  vahir:^'.e 

"In  this  vicinity,  some  five  miles  .ibove  Gainestown.  is  French's  L^*^;^' 
ini:.  by  many  believed  to  be  the  site  of  the  ancient  Maubila.  Rev.  T. 
H.  P.all  maintains  this  view  in  a  paper  published  in  Halbert  and  Bail  = 
Creek  War,  pp.  320-331.     Sec  Note  yz.  infra. 

"Polly  Baily,  who  bore  him  six  children. 

"The  present  Gainestcwn;  for  sketch  of,  see  Ball's  Clarke  County.  PP- 
4r9-So. 
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plantation  on  the  r'glit  at  r  n;  8z  40  --h  lK-!onging  to  a  M".  Dyer 
a  half  breed  Indian  (>{  the  ir'cr:dly  party. 

S°.  30  W^  40  ch.  Ri(  h  lands  6:  anotlicr  Irriprov'.  or  plantation 
on  the  right — \'aluab!c  lands  on  both  sides  a-  a  handsome  low 
bluff  on  the  left. 

S**.  55  W,  I  m  a  plantation  on  the  left  at  20  to  30  ch — passed 
to  the  right  of  an  Island  opposite — lands  rich  on  both  sides  a 
large  creek  from  the  kit  (O  ch  belov'  beginning,  passed  close 
to  the  left  shore — a  bad  shoal  at  the  upper  end  &  in  the  right 
hand  passage — Imprcv^  on  ihe  right 

N".  65  W*.  60  ch — Rich  bottom  on  both  sides 

N**.  25  W*.  40  ch  to  a  beartiiul  bluff  of  rich  valuable  land  & 
Improv*.  on  the  left — rich  lands  on  both  sides,  bottom  lowest  on 
the  right. 

N°.  5  W'.  Co  ch  Rich  bottom  on  both  sides — Improv*.  cont<*. 
on  tiie  left 

N°.  45  W^  40  ch — A  \'aluable  Improv'.  on  the  right  from  20 
to  30  ch  below — A  sand  beach  on  the  left — keep  close  in.  with 
the  right  shore. 

S°.  65  W^  40  ch — To  the  Choctaw-Bluff"-  on  the  right— This 
is  a  handsome  bluff  of  flat  pine  land  &  contains  a  small  Im- 
prove— Rich  low  bottom  on  the  left — a  branch  on  the  right  at 
20  ch — Improv'.  above  the  br?nch. 

S*^.  5  W.  I  mile — A  large  Improve  on  the  left — a  spring  in 
the  bluff — a  small  Improv'.  on  the  left  at  60  ch 

S".  55  W*'.  2  miles — An  old  Improv^  on  the  left  at  the  begin- 
ning— another  on  the  right  at  20  ch — Improvements  &  good 
high  bottom  land  commences  at  i  m  40  ch.  on  a  handsome  low 
bluff  affording  a  good  situation  for  a  settlement — an  Improv'. 
on  the  left  &  old  60  ch  above  the  end — A  large  creek""  from  the 
right  at  i  mile — Bottom  on  the  left 

South  I  m  20  ch — An  old  Improv*.  on  the  left  Improve  on  the 
right  from  60  ch  to  the  end  of  this  distance 

S''.  45  E*.  I  mile — Along  a  handsome  bluff'  of  rich  land  on 

"Choctaw  Bluff  is  generally  accepted  as  the  site  of  Maubila  and  there- 
fore the  scene  of  the  tierce  battle  between  DeSoto's  troops  and  Tusca- 
loosa's native?  in  1540.  During  the  American  Civil  war  the  Co-nfederates 
had  a  batten.-  tl-.ere.  and  a  cannon  still  remains.  Clarke  County  had  been 
established  December  10.  i?iJ.  by  cutting  otr  so  much  of  Washincrton  as 
lay  east  of  the  Tombigbee.  but  it  did  not  then  reach  the  Alabama. 

•=  Sandhill  Creek. 


164  Alabama  Historical  Society. 

the  right — T!iis  Ijluff  cr-dv  h<t  sdid  to  contain  high  bottom  land. 
It  contains  an  oM  Itnprov'-.  i'.car  tli-i  upper  end  which  continues 
the  same  appearances  to  liic  cn-i  of  the  fjistance — bottom  on  iljc 
left. 

East  I  ni  40  ch— Improv.'  on  tlie  right  at  the  commencement, 
on  a  handsome  bluff  cout''. — another  40  ch  below  on  the  same  si'!«; 
&  bluff — low  bottom  or.  the  left — passed  the  mouth  of  a  small 
lake  at  i  m  20  ch  from  the  left. 

South  20  ch — Boitoin  on  both  sides — passed  the  mouth  of 
Little  river'*  from  the  left 

S".  70  W^  I  m — Improv'^  of  Samuel  Manack"  a  friendly  half 
breed,  on  both  sides  at  the  commencement  &  good  lands  on 
both  sides. 

S°.  85  W.  60  ch — Rich  bottom  on  both  sides,  an  old  Improve 
on  the  left  at  the  lower  end  of  this  course 

N°.  45  \V^  I  m  20  ch — Rich  bottom  on  both  sides 

N°.  35  W*.  40  ch — Bottom  low  &  rich  on  both  sides 

West  20  ch — a  sharp  low  point  on  the  left — High  bottom  on 
the  right 

S°.  25  \\'^  40  ch — low  point  conf^.  on  the  left — lands  higher 
on  the  right  making  a  iow  handsome  bluft  &  open  lands  of  good 
quality  on  the  summit. 

S^.  45  E'.  2  M  60  ch — A  handsome  Improve  on  the  right  at  30 
ch — lands  higher  on  the  left,  but  still  low  &  swampy  Improve 
on  the  right  at  2  miles — A  plantation  on  the  left  commencing  at 
the  end  of  this  distance,  and  large.  This  is  David  Taits"*^  plan- 
tation, a  [^rctcudcd  friendly  half  breed  chief.     Xephew  to  Alex^ 

"  Little  River  is  now  the  north  bonndarj-  of  the  "State  of  Baldwin."' 
and  the  residence  of  descendant?  of  William  Weatherford.  At  this  time 
Baldwin  extended  from  the  Choctaw  Trading  Road  to  the  Creek  boun- 
dar>-  line  south  of  the  Alabama:  but  the  part  east  of  Mobile  River,  to 
which  the  name  is  now  confined,  was  then  nominal  except  about  Fort 
Mims.     South  of  31''  on  bo^h  sides  the  rivers  was  Mobile  County. 

"Manac  gave  the  Americans  early  intimation  of  the  trouble  brewing 
amoncT  the  Creeks  in  1813.  See  his  affidavit  ^Tonette  J'alicv  of  Mis- 
sisstf't'.  vol.  ii.  p.  394.  note:  also  in  AlahauhJ  Historical  Reporter.  Tune.  iSS<:>: 
and  also  in  Halbert  and  Ball's  Creek  War.  pp.  91-03.  Th'is  afnda- it 
amone  other  old  paners  and  documents,  was  presented  bv  the  Mississippi 
historian.  Col.  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne  to  the  Alabama  Historical  Society. 
These  papers  are  carefullv  preserved  in  the  archives.  He  wa=:  the  son 
of  Wm.  Moiiiac  Tsic).  a  Hollander,  and  Polly  Colbert,  a  Tu^kccr^'e 
woman.     Samuel  Moniac  married  Elizabeth,  sister  of  Wm.  Weatherford. 

•'For  a  very  different  estimate  o\  David  Tate  sec  Maj.  J.  D.  Drcis- 
back's  "Weatherford"  in  Ahihvr.a  Historical  Rcrertcr.  Feb..   1S84. 
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M'^Gilvry  &  half  hroilicr  to  \\'"'.  8c  John  Wcatlicrfords  before 
named — John  is  a  staunch  fricn<l — W'ilHam  commanded  at  the 
fall  of  Fort  Aliinnis,  with  the  war  party  and  Tait  suspected  of 
pretending-  friendship  to  cover  the  large  property  of  himself  & 
William — He  was  never  known  to  use  any  influence  or  activitv 
in  sup])ressing  the  outrages  committed  by  his  brother  William 
&  the  nation.  John,  on  the  contrary,  was  always  actively  en- 
gaged with  the  whites  in  every  instance — at  the  heights 

South  40  ch  Taits  plantation  on  the  left  cont*'. — bottom  on  both 
sides. 

S".  50  W*.  I  mile  An  Improv'.  on  the  left  at  20  ch — bottom 
on  both  sides 

N".  80  W^.  I  m  60  ch — Excellent  lands  on  both  sides,  open  &: 
cainey  on  the  left — thick  woods  &  low  on  the  right 

S°.  45  W'.  40  ch — a  handsome  rich  bluff  of  level  bottom  on 
the  right — low,  and  supposed,  swampy  on  the  left — The  margin 
on  the  right,  open  &  cainey 

S".  10  W^  I  mile — Open  rich  lands  on  the  right  resembnng  old 
Improvt^  &  low  bluflf  conf^.— On  the  left  low  swamp  lands— A 
creek  from  the  left  near  the  end  of  this  course 

S°.  85  W^  I  m  40  ch  The  lands  rich,  and  lie  well,  on  the  left — 
Low  &  Swampy  on  the  right — a  lake  Cr  from  the  right  at  r  m 
20  ch.  ' 

South  30  ch. — BlufT  &  high  bottom  on  the  right — Swamp  on 
the  left 

S".  45  E^  50  ch — Clufi  on  the  right  &  swamp  on  the  left  con- 
tinued— 

S''.  15  W^  40  ch — A  blufif  on  the  left  having  the  appearance 
of  an  old  improvement — Low  lands  on  the  right,  at  the  point, 
then  rises  to  a  blufif  of  good  lands  at  20  ch 

S".  30  E^  2  miles — Low  iS:  Swampy  on  the  left — a  low  bluft 
&  good  lands  on  the  right — Good  lands  on  the  left  commence  at 
I  m  40  ch  and  low  bottom  commences  on  the  right  at  tiie  same 
distance — A  large  plantation  on  the  left  at  the  end  of  this  course, 
and  a  small,  old  Improve  on  the  right,  opposite. 

S°.  85  WK  20  ch — plantation  conf^.  on  tiie  left  &  low  bottom 
on  the  right 

S".  85  \\'^  20  ch — plantation  conf^.  on  the  left  &  low  bottom 
on  the  right — The  river  which  has  been  from  250  to  300  vds  wide 
from  Fort  Claihourne — here  narrows  to  about  120  vds 
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N".  45  W'.  I  111  40  ch  luw  bottom  on  the  right — Higher  He  ric'.. 
on  the  left 

West  40  ch — Bottom  iiigh  on  the  right  &  low  on  the  left. 

S'^.  45  W'.  40  ch — Lands  the  same  as  in  the  last  course 

S<*.  10  W.  40  ch — Lands  low  &  flat  on  both  sides 

S".  30  E^  60  ch.  An  old  Im[)rov^  &  high  bottom  on  the  right 
— low  on  the  left. 

S°.  60  E^  I  mile — A  plantation  on  the  right  belonging  to  M". 
Dunn  a  half  breed  woman,  commences  at  the  beginning  of  iWi-, 
course  and  runs  down  nearly  the  whole  distance — low  bottom 
on  both  sides  nearly  the  whole  of  this  course  &  distance 

South  40  ch — Bottom  higher  on  the  left  lower  on  the  right 

S*'.  50  W*^.  20  ch — Lands  conf^.  as  on  last  course.  An  old  Im- 
prov'.  on  the  left 

N'*,  80  W^.  40  ch — Lands  cont'^  the  same  on  both  sides, 
another  old  Improv*.  on  the  left 

N".  35  W*.  40  ch — Old  Lnprov'.  conf^.  on  the  left — low  bottom 
on  the  right — This  old  Improve  has  the  appearance  of  a  cain 
prairie 

S°.  60  W.  40  ch — Lands  low  on  both  sides 

S°.  10  W*.  60  ch — Bottom  highest  on  the  right — swamp  on 
the  left. 

S°.  15  E*.  30  ch — lands  same  as  above 

S°.  45  W^  70  ch — A  blnt¥  i^  bottom  lands  on  the  left — A  large 
old  field  on  the  left — low  on  the  right — This  courst  ends  at  the 
Cut-Ofif.    46  m  20  ch  belov.'  the  junction" 

At  this  place  the  Indian  boundary  linc'^  on  the  west  crosses 
the  Alabama  river  from  the  southward  or  eastward  &  enters 
the  cut-ofT  and  continues  down  the  same  to  a  point  which  form- 
erly answered  as  a  corner  to  the  Choctaw  &  Creek  Tribes  ^c 
now  answers  the  same  purpose  as  between  the  United  States 

''  Tatum's  measurements  are  only  approximate,  as  he  says.  The  ac- 
tual distance  from  junction  to  junction  is  about  300  miles. 

'^The  allusion  is  to  the  boundary  before  the  treaty  of  Fort  Tackson  in 
1S14,  for  that  ran  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  Creeks  'from  near 
Uctnmpka  to  the  Chattahoochee  below  Eufaula.  The  cession  bv  the 
Choctaws  referred  to  is  that  at  Mount  Dexter.  November  16.  1805.  \vhere- 
by  the  land  east  of  the  Tombitrbee.  up  to  the  ridge  dividing  irom  the 
Creeks  was  ceded  to  the  U.  S..  except  the  reservation  for  Alzira  and 
Soplua  the  two  daucrhters  of  Samuel  Mitchell.  United  States  acent  to  t'r.c 
Chickasaws.  bv  Molly,  a  Choctaw,  and  exceptincr  the  McGrew  claim.  ?.v.d 
the  town  of  Fuketchupoonta. — 7  United  States  St.:t::t-:s  at  large,  p.  '".?. 
Previous  treaties  had  ratitied  the  earlier  cessions  to  En::land  west  of  the 
Tombiebee.  and  this  also  ceded  a  strip  alone  the  road  :\[cClarv  had  cut 
from  Natchez  when  lie  marched  to  occupy  St.  Stephens. 
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c^  Creeks,  from  wiience    it   runs    nortlrvnrdly.    ben'ling    on  the 
lines  of  lands  ceedec!  V.\:  t'lc  C:K)cta\v?.  '.o  ihc  United  Siates 

The  cut-ofif,  is  a  fovi<  v;hich  breaks  i\:rovi/\\  the  western  bank 
of  the  Alabama  and  runs  from  thence  by  various  courses,  into 
the  Tombigby  river  at  the  landing  of  Carson's  ferry  at  the 
crossing  of  the  road  leading  from  Fort  Stoddard  to  Georgia, 
commonly  called  tlie  Federal  Road'''' — This  road  crosses  the  Ala- 
bama about  3  miles  below  vvtiere  the  cut  off  breaks  out  at 
Alimm's  Ferry — Fort  Mimnis  rtood  about  i  m.  20  ch,  nearly 
East,  from  this  ierry,  on  the  road — and  about  5  miles,  nearly 
south  from  the  cut-ofT. 

It  being  between  sunset  &  dark  when  the  boats  arrived  at  the 
cut-off,  and  the  commanding  general  determining  to  descend 
by  night — I  became  impracticable  to  continue  the  survey — It 
therefore  ceased  at  this  place,  and  the  more  readily,  as  the  cut- 
ofif,  Alal)ama  &  }vIobile  rivers,  as  well  as  the  Tombigby  below 
this,  had  been  heretofore  surveyed  «S:  proper  representations  (as 
was  tmderstood)  forwarded  to  the  department  of  War,  by  Maj"". 
General  Gaines  while  stationed  at  Fort  Stoddard. 

From  the  rapid  manner  of  descending  the  Alabama,  no  other 
mode  could  be  devised  for  the  measurement  of  the  aifTerent 
courses  than  conjecture — The  distances  are  therefore  most  likely 
to  be  over  rated,  as  objects  Oi:  a  narrow  water  appears  to  be 
more  distant  than  they  really  arc — I  believe  it  is  the  case  in  this 
instance,  as  -upon  examination,  I  find  the  difference  of  Lati- 
ttide  to  be  127  ch  40  Links,  whereas  from  tlie  best  estimate 
I  have  been  able  to  make  (having  no  mode  of  taking  obser\a- 
tions  for  want  of  the  necessary  instruments)  the  difference  ought 
to  be  about  100  miles — The  line  of  departure  when  correctly  as- 
certained upon  true  distances,  actually  measured,  or  tlie  fore- 
going corrected  by  a  land  base  actually  &  accurately  measured, 
will  probably  be  about  S°.  45°  "West,  instead  of  S '.  2,"  as  it  now 

"The  Federal  Ror.d  was  cut  by  the  United  States  under  the  Creek 
treaty  of  1S03. — 7  United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  p.  96.  It  will  be 
found  more  fully  treated  in  a  separate  article  in  this  volume.  It  crossed 
at  the  Cut-OtT  because  the  country  above  is  marshy  tor  miles,  while 
from  Fort  Mims  in  time  nf  freshets  the  ferriage  was  merely  made  longer. 
Below  the  junction  of  tlie  two  rivers  a  wilderness  of  bayous  be'j:ins.  so 
that  Mim's  Ferry.  Xannahubba  Island,  and  Hollinuer's  Ferry  n-.ade  up 
an  important  part  of  the  liighway.  T'.ie  route  from  St.  Stephen-  crossed 
the  Alabama  at  Claiborne  and  joined  the  Federal  Road  higher  up.  as 
mentioned  by  Tatum. 
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apjjcars — The  fKpartiirc  as  rcprcscntc-fl  on  the  map  of  this  surv. .• 
appears  to  be  96  M  23  ch  32  links — the  base,  or  line  of  depart- 
ure bcinj;^  in  lenj^th  iCo  miles — This  base  will  be  much  shori- 
encd  whenever  the  true  distances  are  ascertained — the  line  of 
departure  will  also  be  found  to  be  further  west — but  the  di>- 
tance,  it  is  believed,  will  be  nearly  the  same,  the  long  distanct-. 
being-  those  most  subject  to  error,  and  those  arc  mostly  fouu'l 
on  the  southwardly  &  eastwardly  courses.  The  only  benefit 
therefore,  to  be  derived  from  this  map  is  that.  It  shows  nearly 
the  true  course  &  various  meanders  of  this  celebrated  river — 
The  accompanying  notes  show  the  quality  of  lands  bordering 
thereon  &  its  various  tributary  streams — Indian  Towns  &  Im- 
provements &c.,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  vast 
quantities  of  most  excellent  bottom  &  high  lands  bordering  on 
this  river  throughout  the  whole  of  its  distance — To  what  dis- 
tance back  those  valuable  lands  extend,  I  could  not  under- 
take to  risque  a  conjecture — I  have  no  doubt,  however,  in 
many  places,  on  both  sides,  there  are  extensive  bodies  of  prime 
lands  capable  of  afTording  valuable  settlements — The  rich  lands 
on  the  river  sides  are  far  superior  to  any  I  ever  saw. 

The  Cau-hau-ba  river,  emptying  in  on  the  north  is  represented 
by  Gen^  Johnson — Captain  John  Gordon,  and  many  other  ofri- 
cers  who  served  on  the  Creek  Campaign  &  were  detached  to 
scour  that  country,  as  being  one  of  the  most  beautiful  species 
of  small  rivers  they  had  ever  seen — that  it  was.  at  the  places 
they  saw  it,  about  40  to  50  yards  wide  and  appeared  capr.ble  nf 
being  navigated  at  some  seasons — That  it  is  fed  &  supported  by 
numerous  valuable  Springs  &  Creeks — That  these  creeks  abound 
in  good  seats  for  waterworks  of  almost  every  description  and 
that  the  streams  are  constant  &  flush — The  lands  they  describe 
as  very  desirable,  in  fact,  with  those  Gentlemen  it  is  the  Acadia  of 
America. 

Col''.  Gilbert  C.  RusseP'^  of  the  3*^.  reg.  Infantry,  and  the  otri- 
ccrs  with  him  on  an  excursion  up  the  west  side  of  this  river  from 
the  Alabama  heiglus.  in  the  course  of  last  winter,  give  nearly 
the  same  account  of  the  western  side  as  the  before  named  Gentle- 
men have  done  of  the  eastern,  which  was  that,  they  more  par- 

"'Proniinent  in  the  Creek  War:  later  a  business  man  of  high  standini? 
in  >.[ooile:  RiKscil  County  named  in  his  honor.  For  sketch  sec  Brewer's 
Alabama,  pp.  3Q4-5. 
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ticularly  explored— Tins  ri\v-r  wrAcri,  j.  country  of  from  120  to 
150  miles  in  Icnq-th  from  Xcjril'  lo  So:i.ii  inclnflip^  these  beauti- 
ful, rich,  lands  in  a  \'a!!cy  lyinc,''  between  the  ridf^es  whicl;  divides 
its  waters  from  the  Coosa  river  on  the  on  side,  and  the  Tom- 
bigby  &  Black  Warrior  ok  the  other.  The  waters  iimestone  of 
course  pure  i^  healthy. 

The  lands  of  farming-  quality  in  th.is  country  &;  on  the  Alabama 
are  capable  of  producing^,  in  grerii  abundance,  evcy  article  neces- 
sary to  the  sustenance  of  man  or  beast,  common  to  those  Lati- 
tudes, say  from  31  to  34°  North  of  the  Equator — It  i.-,  a  country 
well  calculated  to  the  growth  of  cotton,  Hemp  8c  flax,  and  in 
the  most  suitable  part  of  the  cli:nate,  would  produce  good  crops 
of  Tobacco — Heretofore  the  culture  has  been  merely  Corn, 
Pieans,  peas  &  tlic  various  kind  of  \'ines  common  to  a  savage 
mode  of  living,  all  of  which  flourish  well  in  this  interesting 
country.  There  are  large  tracts  of  Pine  Barren  lands  within  the 
bounds  ceded — these  afford  excellent  range  for  Black  Cattle — 
The  rich  bottoms,  would,  no  doubt,  produce  good  Timothy  & 
other  Hay  &  feeding  grasses  of  the  finer  qualities — The  pine, 
excepting  for  Timber,  in  most  places  in  the  uper  part  of  this 
river  would  be  of  little  use.  Those  lovrer  down,  might  be  ren- 
dered very  productive  in  Tar,  Pilch  &  Turpentine  if  properly 
attended  to. 

The  Alabama  river  can  be  navigated  with  large  Keel-Boats'^ 
with  tolerable  ease  &  expidition,  from  the  time  the  fall  rains 
set  in  until  about  the  months  of  Tvlay  or  June  after  which  thev 
become  low  and  are  much  incommoded,  both  in  ascending  &  de- 
scending, by  a  variety  of  shoals  some  of  which  are  noted  above, 
particularly  those  of  the  worst  appearance.  In  short,  taking  the 
whole  of  the  country  ceeded.  from  the  line  running  westwardly 
from  the  Ten  Islands  to  the  Choctaw  boundary  &  that  of  the 
Chicasaws — &  from  the  same  point  down  the  Coosa  to  the  Big- 
falls — thence  with  the  lines  of  cession  to  its  departure  from 
Ofucskee — &  from  thence  a  direct  line  to  Mimms's  Ferry,  that  all 
that  lies  west  &  north  of  the  last  mentioned  lines  &  south  of  those 
first  noted,  is  a  country  containing  as  manv  advatages  to  the 


Steamboats  were  not  within  Tatuni's  sctc.  There  was  one  on  the 
Mobile  waters  at  least  by  1S18.  and  by  iS.'o  the  Cotton  Plant  and  Harriet 
plied  the  two  rivers. 
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industrious  farmer  as  any  country  known  of  in  the  western  j.ar:> 
of  the  United  States,  being  as  far  from  the  Atlantic  ports,  a;;.: 
will,  no  doubt,  from  the  temperature  of  tlie  climate  &  its  hcahh.- 
situation,  abounding  with  the  means  of  acquiring  every  substan- 
tial good,  become  one  of  the  most  desirable  situations  known  <A. 
in  the  south  west  part  of  tiie  United  States — All  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted  by 

New  Orleans  H^    Tatum  maj^    & 

20^**  Feb^  1 815  Top'.  Engineer 

From  the  cut-off — proceeded  passing  Peter  Rand'jns 
plantation,  on  the  cut-off  Island  at  2  m  &  40  ch  &  Mimma' 
Ferry  at  3  miles — The  plantation,  wiiich  is  large  &  valuable  still 
continued  on  the  riglit — The  ferry  House  above  stood  on  the 
left  bank  at  the  moutli  of  a  small  Lagoon — continued  3  mi!e« 
further  to  the  mouth  of  a  small  lake  on  the  left  emptying  into 
the  river — This  Lake  commences  near  a  place  called  Pierces 
boatyard*-  in  sight  of  Fort  ]Mimms — its  length  to  the  river  about 
3  miles  &  course  nearly  S".  70°  W*.  to  its  junction  with  the  Ala- 
bama— it  is  navigable  sloops  Sc  schooners  of  small  size,  as  far  up 
as  the  Boat-Yard — continued  i  m  40  ch  farther  &  encamped  on 
the  right  bank  at  45  minutes  after  8  O'Clock  P.  M.  at  the  distanc-j 
of  53  m  &  40  ch.  below  the  encampment  of  the  preceding  nigiu. 
and  7  m.  20  ch  below  the  cut-of? — 

"The  Tensaw  district  had  beun  early  settled.  Lorei.zo  Dow  made  at 
least  two  visit?  to  it  in  1S03  and  1804-5  a"<J  preached  there  and  r,n  the 
Bigbee  over  the  Cut-On.  A  ferry,  a  school  and  a  cin  were  locattd_^  on 
the  Alabama  and  the  lake  or  Boatyard  of  which  Tatum  speaks.  Sam 
Miins,  who  also  owned  land  in  Mobile,  operated  the  former,  and  two 
brothers,  Pierce,  from  New  England,  the  latter  industries.  A  consid- 
erable population  grew  up. 

Being  east  of  the  rivers,  it  was  much  exposed  to  Indian  attack  in  case 
of  hostUities.  When  the  Creeks  became  warlike  iniSijij.  a  pallisade  w::? 
built  around  Mims'  house  and  many  people  took  refu^re  in  it.  The  com- 
mander became  careless,  however,  and.  when  Weatherford's  attack  d:d 
come  at  noon  on  August  30th.  the  gate  was  open  and  dancing  going  "H 
within.  What  foll.>wed  was  a  massacre  rather  than  an  engagement. 
Major  Reasley  was  killed  at  the  gate,  and  the  bravery  of  the  haif-bre'-d 
Dixcin  Bailey  unavailing.  The  numbers  there  are  not  accurately  knov.n, 
but  probably  hardly  iwo  dozen  escaped  out  of  about  550  people.  \\  eath- 
erfnrd  afterwards  claimed  that  he  was  unable  to  restrain  his   followers. 

The  site  is  now  hardly  reco<,'nizable.  but  it  was  this  massacre  which 
-tirred  the  Americans  as  noth.ing  else  could  have  done,  and  brought 
Jackson  on  his  victorious  career.  One  would  expect  him  to  stop  and 
visit  the  site,  but  Tatum  does  not  mention  it. 
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Proceeded  at  21  luiiu'.Tcr  jtt.-r  3  O'Clock  A  M.  about  14  miles 
to  Fort  Sttjddard  0:1  the  ri.^ht  bank  of  tl'.c  Mobile  river  and 
about  4  m.  below  tbe  junction  of  the  Tombiirbee  &  Alabama 
rivers — From  the  junction  of  these  two  rivers  the  Mobile  is 
formed  &  continued  under  that  name  to  the  entrance  into  Mobile 
Bay  3  miles  below  the  Town  of  Mobile— Its  width  -it  the  junction 
of  the  above  named  rivers  is  about  440  to  50c  yards  and  con- 
tinues that  width  at  Ica^t  to  the  distance  oi  2  miles  &  40  ch  below 
Fort  Stoddard^' — On  the  arrival  ^f  the  boats  at  Fort  Stofldard 
the  commanding  General  landed  c^c  proceeded  to  Mount  Vernon 
about  2  miles  from  thence,  where  some  part  of  the  39***  Infantry 
remained  under  tlie  charge  of  ^ifaj"".  Blue — The  balance  of  the 
Regiment  having,  shortly  previous  to  the  General's  arrival, 
marched  to,  and  occupied  (what  was  believed  a  more  healthy 
situation)   Holms's   Hill   about  2  miles  from   Fort  Mimms',  at 

*^  Fort  Stoddard  (more  properly  Ptoddert.  from  a  Secretary  oj  the 
Navy)  was  situated  on  what  in  Spanish  times  was  known  as  Ward's 
Bluff,  and  was  built  in  July.  179Q.  uv  United  States  troops,  under  Cap- 
tain Shaumburgh.  Those  under  Lieutenant  Jo!m  McClary.  of  the  second 
infantry,  had  marched  across  from  Natchez  and  received  the  post  of  St. 
Stephens  from  the  Spanish  when  Ellicott  and  Minor,  as  joint  cornmis- 
sioners.  had  found  that  post  to  be  north  of  the  boundary  line  of  31  \  de- 
clared by  tlie  treaty  of  1795.  For  the  followintr  twelve  years  this  post 
was  the  headquarters  of  all  Federal  busin';>>s  in  Alabama.  It  wa«  made 
a  port  of  entry,  the  seat  of  a  court  of  admiralty,  and  of  the  revenue  dis- 
trict of  Mobile.  In  1S04.  Captain  Schaumburgh  was  relieved  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  post  by  Captain  Peter  P.  Schuyler.  2d  Infantry.  At  .hi-:  time 
the  garrison  con.-isted  of  ciehty  men.  In  1S07.  Sclniyler  was  succeede<l 
by  Captain  Edmund  P.  Gaines.'  of  the  same  regiment.  There  was  much 
ill  feeling  between  the  settlers  in  and  about  Fort  Stoddert.  and  those  at 
the  Spanish  post  at  Mobile,  and  many  plans  to  capture  the  latter  point 
were  frustrated  by  the  troops. 

In  November.  iSii.  to  prevent  an  anticipated  attack  on  Mobile.  Colonel 
Thomas  H.  Cushing.  of  the  2d  Infantry,  with  a  considerable  body  of 
troops  from-  his  regiment,  was  sent  to  Mobile  for  the  protection  of  the 
city.  Here  he  remained  until  some  time  in  December,  when,  the  de- 
signs of  the  "patriots"'  having  been  abandoned,  he  marched  to  Fort 
Stoddert.  and  laid  out  a  cantonment  three  miles  \vcst  of  the  river,  at  a 
point  known  as  Mount  Vernon  Springs.  From  this  time  Fort  Str>ddert 
seems  to  have  been  practically  abandoned.  In  1S13.  during  the  Creek 
War.  General  Clafborne.  with  a  force  of  700  men.  arrived  at  the  point 
on  July  13th,  and  went  into  camp  at  Mount  Vernon,  which,  during  the 
entire  campaign,  was  the  general  rendezvous  for  the^  troops  operatmg 
in  that  section.  In  January.  1S15.  after  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  Fort 
Stoddert  was  occupied  for  a  time  by  a  battery  of  artillery  to  afford  the 
settlers  protection  against  the  Indians.  As  ^lobile  had  c^me  into  the 
possession  of  the  United  States,  the  relative  importance  of  Fort  Stoddert 
declined  and  it  was  soon  altogether  discontinued. 
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wliich  place  L'.  Col  Benton,  under  whose  command  they  wcro, 
had  coninienced  a  Stockade  Fort"*  to  secure  his  men  from  \'...- 
dani^^cr  cf  any  attempt  of  Francis  or  M'^Qucen  to  annoy  th*!-,. 
and  also  as  a  mean  of  p^ivincj  j^reater  security  to  the  settlers  on 
the  Hast  side  of  the  Mobile  &  Alabama  rivers — An  annoyance 
at  that  time  mucli  ai)prchenfled  as  these  chiefs  &  their  follower* 
had  been  received  <K:  chcrisiied  by  the  Governor  of  Pensacola. 
where,  also,  they  harl  been  joincfl  by  a  pretended  captain  Wood- 
bine," a  British  accent  sent  into  that  Quarter  for  the  purpose 
of  distributinc^  arms,  amunition  &  clothin;^  to  those  rencgadocs. 
and  who  had,  likewise,  been  received  &  cherished  in  that  under- 
takinq-  by  the  before  named  Governor  under  the  pretence  of 
security  to  himself  &  Governor,  but  as  appeared  shortly  after  for 
the  express  purpose  of  annoying  the  Frontier  &  Inhabitants  of  the 

United  States  Territories At  this  place  Fort  Stoddard  the 

General  &  Troops  remained  until  the 

at  6  O'clock  A.  yi.  when  the  commanding  General  having  ar- 
ranged the  business  of  his  department  to  his  own  satisfaction  the 
boats  &  troops — commenced  their  descent  for  Mobile  Town  and 
encamped-*'  that  night  (owing  to  a  heavy  gale)  about  4  miles 
above  said  Town  and  on  the  morning  of  the  22^^  reached  the 
post  of  destination  at  about  9  O'CIock  A.  M.  where  he  met  ^Iai^ 
Lawrence^*  on  the  point  of  starting  with  various  craft  laden  with 
cannon  &  militar}-  Store?  for  the  purpose  of  rc-occupving  Mobile 
point  &  Fort  Bowyer  agreeable  to  orders  previously  forwarded 
by  the  Commanding  General  for  that  purpose — At  this  place 
the  Commanding  General  established  his  head  quarters  for  a 
time  &  Maj"".  Lawrence  commenced  his  descent  the  same  dav  for 
the  re-occupation  of  the  post  assigned  him. — In  which  attemp:, 
under  the  influence  of  contrary  &  heavy  winds,  he  was  necessi- 
tated to  encounter  numerous  dangers  &  difficulties  before  lie 
could  reach  the  point  6c  put  himself  in  a  situation  for  defence  in 

This  was  Col.  Thomas  Hart  Benton;  later  to  be  the  distinguished 
Senator  from  Missouri.  For  account  of  erection  of  Fort  Mon:- 
gonn.ry,  sec  Pickett's  Alabama.  Vol.  ii,  pp.  361-2. 

"  Sec  Pickett's  Alabama,  vol.  ii.  p.  360. 

"  The  last  encampment  of  Jackson  mu<;t  have  been  about  the  WTiite 
House,  near  Cliickasaboeue.  now  the  seat  of  saw  mills. 

'"William  Lawrence,  of  Maryland,  who  was  in  the  U.  S.  Armv.  iSoi 
to  1S31;  brevctted  Lt.  Col.  for  defense  of  Fort  Bowver:  and  later  Col. 
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case  of  an  attnck  from  the  Eni'my,  which  was  then  much  appre- 
hended, as  it  iiad  btcn  ascertained  that,  within  a  few  days  after 
his  descent  from  tlic  Town  of  Mobile,  a  small  Squadron  of  Brit- 
ish vessels  had  arrived  at,  &  had  been  admitted  to  enter  the 
port  of  Pensacola.  distant  about  20  Leaq^ues  from  thence. 
J  On  the  arrival  of  the  Commandinj^-  General  at  Mobile  he  re- 

ceived almost  daily  information  of  apprelicndcd  dancrer  of  the 
Indians^®  (now,  commanded  by  Woodbine)  injuring  &  <lestroy- 
ing  the  property  of  the  settlers  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mobile, 
whose  large  stocks  of  cattle  yet  continued  on  the  East  side  of 
the  Bay,  and  exposed  to  the  marauding  parties,  which  would, 
no  doubt,  be  sent  out  by  Woodbine, — to  meet  which  apprehen- 
sions (too  justly  founded)  the  commanding  General  encouraged 
and  procured,  the  aiil  of  parties  of  the  Choctaw  Indians,  which 
joined  to  parties  of  his  small  regular  force  was  fre(iuently  dis- 
patched to  that  side  of  the  Bay  for  the  purpose  of  warding  off 
this  evil,  in  which  they  were  often  successful  in  defeating  the 
projects  of  the  enemy  &  lessening  his  force  by  killing  several  of 
his  party  sent  foj;  the  purposes  apprehended — parties  also  from 
the  neighborhood  of  Fort  ^klontgomery.  now  Erecting  at 
Holms's  Hill,  of  Volunteers  encouraged  to  turn  out.  by  the 
commanding  General  were  equally  successful — In  this  situation 
they  remained  until  the  night  cf  September  the  3*^.  when  a  con- 
siderable firing  of  musquetry  was  heard  on  the  East  sitle  of  the 
Bay  in  the  direction  of  the  Houses  &  mills  of  a  M"".  D'Olive  of 
the  Town  of  ^foliile  ^^'  shortly  after  actual,  &  corre:t.  informa- 
tion arrived  that,  the  attack  had  been  made  upon  that  house,  at 
which  place  D'Olive  had  left  an  Overseer  &  three  slaves,  one  of 
which  had  escaped  &  was  one  of  those  who  gave  the  correct  infor- 
mation— a  party  was  detached  in  pursuit,  but  failed  in  their  suc- 
cess in  overtaking  the  enemy  who.  after  taking  the  Overseer  & 
two  negroes  retreated  with  their  booty  to  Pensacola  &  were 
received  no  doubt,  with  nu:ch  pleasure  by  the  super-annuatcd 
Governor  &  his  friend  Woodbine — About  this  time  a  Brig,  prize 
to  a  British  Brig  the  Sophia,  said  to  have  been  recaptured  from 
the  Pirates  of  Barrataria.  foundered  on  Dauphin  Island  &  af- 
forded Maj*".  Lawrence  ^^-  party  an  opportunity  of  taking  pris- 

^  Tatnm's  narrative  reflects  the  feeling  of  the  time  and  fhows  why 
Jackson  determined  to  attack  Pensacola.  This  he  did  sliortly  after  the 
battle  at  Fort  Bowyer.  capturing-  it  in  Xovemher. 
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oners,  one  llritisli  prize  Master  &  six  British  sailors,  with  t!'c 
addition  of  three  Spanish  Sailors  belongings  to  the  re-cajjt;ire<I 
Drit,' — the>e  the  Coinniandinc^  Gen',  immediately  determined  t. 
keep  in  close  confinement  to  guarrantee  the  redelivery  of  ihc 
Overseer  (Jc  Neg^roes  taken  at  D'()lives  place  and  notified  the 
Governor  accordingly,  with  the  assurance  that  these  men  would 
be  made  to  answer  ''Eye  for  Eye,  Tooth  for  Tooth  &  Scalp  for 
Scalp''  for  any  injury  done  to  the-.e  three  persons — This  he  the 
more  rearliiy  did.  having  al)0Ut  the  same  time  by  a  flag,  or  rat::er 
a  Vessel  sent  with  L^  Gilmar,  a  Spanish  officer,  for  that  purpose 
sent  [received  ?]  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  dated  on  the  first  Sep- 
tember 1814,  (three  days  previous  to  this  mischief  being  done) 
acknowledging  that  he  himself  had  embodied  &  armed  tiiose 
very  Indians  under  the  specious  pretence  of  defending  himself 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  United  States  forces,  which 
he  must  have  known  was  not  necessary,  unless,  by  his  own  con- 
duct he  should,  at  any  time,  implicate  his  Government,  and 
which  nmch  of  his  conduct  appeared  to  prove  to  be  his  intention, 
on  further  perusal  of  the  same  letter — The  officer,  nevertheless 
was  treated  with  all  the  politeness  and  attention,  due  to  the  nation 
whose  otlicer  he  was,  and  for  which  he  on  his  departure,  made 
grateful  ack-nowledgments. 

About  this  time,  and  shortly  after  the  departure  of  Lieut. 
Gilmar,  the  General  made  an  attempt  to  visit  Mobile  point,  or 
Fort  Bowyer,  and  on  the  night  of  the  13^**  at  10  O'Clock  Em- 
barked and  proceeded,  for  that  purpose,  down  the  Ray  accom- 
panied by  Col.  Rich  Sparks,  his  aid,  Capt.  Tho-.  L.  Butler  & 
myself  with  a  small  Guard — At  about  one  O'Clock  he  met  an 
express  sent  by  Alaj.  Lawrence  under  the  charge  of  L*.  Roy  of 
the  2^.  Infantry  advising  the  Genl.  of  tlTe  appearance  of  4  Brit- 
ish armed  \'essels — 2  ships  &  2  Brigs  lying  oft  the  Bars  & 
sounding  the  channel  to  ascertain  its  entrance — The  Gen^  imme- 
diately ordered  a  return  to  ^Mobile,  but  owing  to  head  winds  the 
vessel  could  not  effect  this  desirable  end  having  only  made  rlie 
mouth  of  Dog  river  by  2  O'Clock  P.  M.  on  the  14'^ — at  this  place 
the  comm''-  General  obtained  a  Pirogue""^  and  leaving  Col.  Sparks 

**This  is  possibly  Jackson's  imiIv  adventure  on  salt  water.  When  he 
ah.Tndonod  tlie  schooner,  and  in  an  open  pirogue.  %vas  paddled  3:ra'.n-t 
a  head  :viTid  ironi  Dopr  River  to  Mobile,  it  must  have  been  a  memorable 
experience.  A  pir<~>c~uc  on  Moljile  Bay  was  a  dittercnt  thing  from  a 
pirogue  on  the  Tennessee  or  Coosa. 
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&:  myself  on  boar.l  tl.e  \  esscl  with  part  of  the  Guatd,  he  with 
Capt.  1  hitler  v'c  tnc  balance-  of  Guar!  pn>ce.le(l  to  Mobile 
in  the  Pirogue — C)n  hi=  arrival  a  company  of  tlie  3'^  Infantry 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Laval  was  order  to  reinforce  Fort 
Bowyer,  for  which  purpose  they  had  to  descend  in  one  of  the 
boats  which  had  descended  the  Alabama,  until  he  reached  the 
vSchooner,  on  board  of  whicl;  1/  Roy  \^•as  &  which  Jiad  not  been 
able  to  arrive — this  ho  effected  on  il;e  morning-  of  the  15*''  and 
proceeded  for  the  point  with  the  dispatch  in  his  power,  but  owing 
to  the  shifting  of  the  wind  was  prevented  from  reaching  the  de- 
sired point  of  debarkation  picvioos  to  the  attack  made  bv  the 
before  named  \'es?els  on  it— These  Vessels,^''  with  the  aid  of 
a  good  Pilot  and  a  fair  wind  had  run  up  under  the  Fort, 
anchored,  &  commenced  a  heavy  cannonading  on  the  Fort  at 
about  3  O'clock  P.  M.  which  was  returned  with  equal  spirit  Sc 
activity  by  the  Gallant  Lawrence  &  his  associates,  he  far  from 
being  in  readiness  to  receive  them  as  they  wished — at  the  same 
time  Woodbine  with  his  Indians  lay  on  the  point  below,  v.itii  a 
body  of  the  marines  belonging  to  Alaj'".  Xichols  command,  under 
some  inferior  officer,  Xichol  having  embarked  on  board  one  of 
the  Ships, — The  Carron  of  22  guns— This  party  appears  to  have 
been  intended  to  sfonu  the  Fort  after  it  z^'as  silenced  by  the  Vessels 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  without  mercy  those  who  should 
survive  the  contnct  in  the  re-encounter  on  the  water  side — This 
was  evidently  proven  by  an  attempt  made  to  advance  on  seeing 
the  flag  of  the  Fort  shot  down,  believing  that  i  had  been  struck 
to   the   conquering  \'essels.   and   again   withdrawing  on   seeing 

^''This  repulse  of  the  British  from  an  unfinished  fort  is  as  gallTnt  an 
action  as  is  recorded  in  the  iiistory  of  the  Union.  It  is  not  to  bo  con- 
founded with  the  attack  by  the  whole  British  fleet  and  army  in  1S15  after 
the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  when  the  result  was  necessarilv  ditTcrent.  A 
plan  of  the  fort  will  be  found  in  the  plates  to  A.  L.  Latour's  l''jr  in 
Jl'cst  Florida  and  Louisiana.  This  second  battle  occurred  on  Mobile 
Point  at  the  very  time  Tatum  was  pennincr  at  Xew  Orleans  this  account 
of  the  earlier  victory. 

The  fort  was  na:i^ed  from  Captain  John  Bowyer,  of  Virginia,  v.-ho  had 
been  stationed  ab'->ve  the  line. 

He  was  made  a  Lt.  of  Inf.  March  7.  1792:  in  ,^d  sub-lecrion.  Dec..  1792: 
in  3d  Inf..  Nov..  1S06:  Capt..  Jan..  1790:  retained.  April. '1S02.  in  2d  Inf.; 
I\Iaj..  2d  Inf..  Aug:.  iS.  180S:  Lt.  Col.  July  6.  1S12:  Co!..  5th  Inf.,  March 
i.^.  1S14:  disbanded.  June.  1^15.  He  was  a  witness  to  the'treatv  with  the 
Choctaws  at  St.  Srephens.  on  August  31.  1S03.  He  participated  in  the 
capture  of  Mobile  in  1813.  and  commanded  this  fort  built  on  Mobile 
Point  by  Wilkin -on's  order  until  recalled  to  Mobile.  The  work  had 
never  been  finished  and  was  abandoned  until  Lawrence  re-occupied  it. 
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it  again  hoisterl — Great  was  ilic-  exertions,  &  valiantly  was  the 
action  fouj^'ht,  on  Loth  siJcs  unii!  ahout  8  O'Clock  in  the  nij;ht 
when  tlic  ilerincs  conimonili;'J.  hy  the  intrepid  Pearcy  was  dis- 
covered had  licr  cable  spring  cut  away,  &  she  wore  to  a  most 
distructive  rakcing  fire  from  the  h'ort  and  grounded,  head  on 
again  she  wore    from    her    grounding — &    drifted    and    again 
grounded  was  Mrfd  &  abandoned  at  about  40  ch  from  the  Fort 
where  siie  now  remains  an  evidence  of  the  Bravery  of  the  de- 
fenders of  this-  Httle  Fort. — The  tiring  the  Hermes  was  the  act 
of  those  on  board  and  tool:  place  immcdiateiy  on  her  last  ground- 
ing and  the  certain  impossibihty  of  saving  her  under  the  heavy 
cannonade  of  the  Fort  ascertai?ied — The  other  Vessels  slipt  their 
cables    &    made  off  with    ss  niuch  speed  as  possible  the  whole 
(the  Childress  Brig  excepted;  having  paid  dear  for  the  folly  of 
their  ill  planned  attempt — The  Plermes  £:  Carron  each  mount- 
ing 22  32  lb  carronades  &    6   12  tb    carronades — The    Sophia 
mounting  18  &  the  Childless  18  18  lb  long  guns  composed  the 
Squadron,  who  made  this  unwarranted  attack  of  imprudence  cv 
false  judgment. — It  is  believed  from  the  caution  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  Childress,  in  keeping  aloof  from  the  Fort,  that 
on  that  occasion,  at  leajt,  he  had  some  qualms — The  Sophia  com- 
manded by  a  Capt.  Lockver  was  bravely  fought  &  suffered  much 
so  that  it  was  with  some  diffiiculty  she  could  be  placed  in  a  situa- 
tion to  regain  the  port  at  Pensacola — the  loss  in  the  Fort  was 
3  killed  &  6  wounded  one  of  whom  died  shortly  after  making  in 
all  4  killed  &  5  wounded  by  the  enemy's  shot — In  the  course 
of  the  action  we  had  the  misfortune,  by  the  blowing  up  some 
cartridges,  of  having  Cap^  Walsh  of  the  artillery  &  several  men 
badly  burned,  some  of  whom  died  by  this  misfortune 

'Sla'f.  Lawrence  had  prudently  prevented  L'.  Gilmar  from  pass- 
ing the  Fort  while  the  enemy  lay  in  view,  believing  he  had  been 
sent,  more  as  a  spy  than  a  messenger  merely  bearing  dispatches 
from  his  Governor  to  the  General  and  he  was  actually  on  his 
return  to  Town — when  this  action  took  place — Captain  Laval 
lay  the  whole  time  of  the  action  in  4  miles  of  the  Fort  without 
having  in  his  power  to  lend  his  aid.  and  so  situated  was  he, 
having  the  Fort  between  himself  &  the  shipping  that  he  verilv 
believed  the  fire  to  bo  the  Tents  cS:  some  board  cabins  near  the 
Fort,  and  tlie  explosion  of  the  \'essel  when  it  blew  up.  to  have 
been  the  Forts  magazine,  and  in  this  sittiation  he  returned  to 
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Town  on  tlic  i(j"'.  nor  was  ti)e  Gen',  better  advised  until  the 
17"'.  when  '^Vi:;^  was  naturally  the  joy  experienced  by  all  the 
doubting  friends  of  the  United  States''' — the  enimical  (which  were 
not  few  in  number)  pleased  in  appearance  until  their  pleasure 
received  the  shock  of  tlie  Fort  beinj^  safe  and  their  friends 
severly  handled  humbled — Xay !  Even  L'.  Gilniar  the  offi- 
cer of  the  friendly  Cuvernment  of  Spaine,  showed  a  face 
considerably  attenuated  at  hearint^  this  last  piece  of  news,  and 
with  great  anxiety  appeared  to  request  his  passport,  attain  to 
join  his  Royal  friends  at  Pensacola,  for  whom,  no  doubt,  his 
sympathy  were  much  awakened. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  on  this  occasion  must  have  been  great, 
but  from  the  manner  of  its  termination  no  correct  information 
can  reasonably  be  expected — from  the  accounts  of  deserters,  on 
which  little  reliance  can  be  placed,  it  would  seem  that  it  must 
have  exceeded  200 — Their  own  admission  at  Pensacola.  states 
80  or  90 — The  severity  of  the  action  and  abandonment  of  the 
Hermes  with  only  one  boat  load  of  men  leads  to  a  belief  that 
the  former  is  much  nearer  the  correct  loss  of  the  enemy  than  the 
latter — certain  it  is  that  the  loss  must  have  been  considerable. 

"  Mobile  had  been  in  British  lands  seventeen  years  and  had  only  ju-^t 
been  taken  by  the  .American?  in  time  of  peace  from  the  Spaniards  aiitr 
thirty  years  of  contentedne>5  under  the  Bourbons.  Loyalty  to  the  United 
States  had  hardly  had  time  to  strike  deep.  Almost  all  the  commissioners 
elected  to  govern  the  town  under  the  Mississippi  territorial  act  of  1814, 
were  either  Spaniards  or  had  been  there  under  Spanish  rule.  Jackson 
made  no  secret  of  his  d-slike  of  Spaniards  at  this  time.  He  held  them  to 
be  secret  allies  of  the  British  and  responsible  for  the  Indian  war  and  its 
atrocities. 
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X\III.  THE  WORK  OF   WILLIAM   IIEN'RY  FOWLLR 

AS  SUrERIXTl'XDEXT  OF  ARMY 

RECORDS,  1863-1865.^ 

By  Thomas  M.  Owen. 

Alabama  was  tlic  first*  of  tlic  sccedinc;  States  which  undertook, 
during-  the  pro.c^rcss  of  hostilities,  to  preserve  the  records  of  her 
troops  in  the  war  l)c-twen  the  States,  for  purposes  of  history,  apart 
frctni  tlie  necessities  of  current  ofticial  use. 

As  early  as  Xovcmber  5,  1862,  the  General  Assembly,  in  pro- 
found resptcL  "for  the  heroic  couracje  and  valor  di -played  by  them 
on  every  field  of  strife  in  which  they  have  been  engaged,"  passed 
a  joint  resolution.  ckoUiring  among  other  things: 

"That  this  general  assembly  begs  most  sincerely  to  mingle  its 
sympathy  with  the  relatives  and  friends  of  those  who  have  fallen 
in  the  service  of  their  country,  whether  in  battle  or  from  disease, 
and  that  the  executive  authority  be  requested  to  collect  the  names 
of  all  such  and  have  them  transcribed  in  a  suitable  record  book, 
designating  the  corps  to  which  they  belonged,  their  rank  in  the 
service,  and  cause  of  death,  to  be  preserved  among  the  archives 
of  the  State  as  a  token  of  respect  to  their  memories."' 

'The  original  scope  of  this  paper  was  much  broader  than  a  mere  st  ry 
of  Mr.  Fowler's  effort?,  and  it  was  then  entitled  ""The  Militarj'  Records 
of  Alabama."  It  embraced  a  fidl  and  detailed  account  01  the  records 
themselves,  their  contents,  etc.  Owing,  however,  to  the  projected  report 
of  the  .\labama  History  Commission,  intended  to  embrace  an  elaborate 
presentation  of  these  as  well  as  other  records,  all  such  reference  has  been 
eliminated. 

The  facts  here  given  are  taken  from  the  sources  indicated,  and  also 
from  the  original  reports  and  documents,  twenty-th.rce  in  number,  now 
on  tile  in  the  oftice  of  the  .-Kdiutant  General  of  Alabama,  and  endorsed  as 
' i'npers  of  Colonel  W.  H.  Fowler,  relating  to  his  collection  of  Army 
Records." 

Fi.r  an  account  of  the  then  known  printed  sources  of  information  as  to 
A!:d>ama  commands  and  soldiers,  see  Owen's  Bibliography  of  ..-i('jrj.'';J. 
possiin. 

'  Ir,  his  first  Quarterly  Report.  April  15,  I.*^f4,  Mr.  Fowler  says:  "Ala- 
bama having  instituted  tiiis  movement,  other  States  are  following  her 
o.\rin;i)Ie.  and  the  S:ate  of  Virginia  is  not  only  imitating  but  endeavorinc 
to  surpass;  us  in  liberality  and  eiViciency."  On  2vlay  2.  he  reports  North 
Carolina  and  South  Carolina  as  having  agents,  with  abundant  means. 

'  Acts  Cc'.'ud  and  Sccctid  Ainiual  Scss..  iS6j.  pp.  204-^. 

(17S) 
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)  T'  r  .... 

*  I'or  want  of  an  ?.i>i>!u|)'i:itiun,  ni.  ciiort  appears  to  have  been 

I  made  to  put  tliis  resolv:  into  exccut-on.    About  a  year  later,  De- 

I  cember  7,  1863,  an  A.ei  was  passed  "?nore  fully  to  explain  and 

j  carry  into  effect"  the  rcsoUiticn  of  November  5.   1862.     It  di- 

I  rectcd   the   Governor  *  to   apponit  a    Superintendent   of   Army 

I  Records,  with  the  rank  and  pa)-  of  a  Colonel  of  Artillery  whose 

j  duty  it  shall  be  to  collect  the  names  of  all  oftcers  and  soldiers  from 

I  this  State,  who  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  muster  d  into  the 

I  service  of  the  Confedi-rate  Stalie?-."  etc.     These  records  were  to 

j  be  "kept  in  the  archives  of  the.  State,  as  a  perpetual  testimonial  of 

j  the  distinguished  -service  these  troops  rendered."     Minute  ret,'U- 

I  lations  for  keeping  the  books  of  record  were  laid  down.     The 

:  superintendent  was  to  have    'such  assi.stance,"  and  "such  remu- 

j^  neration  for  expenses  and  laboi "  as  the  Governor  might  author- 

j  ize.     A  proviso  was  added  that  the  office  might  be  discontinued 

\  in  the  discretion  of  the  Governor,  and  the  "records  and  business" 

I  transferred  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  State.* 

I  The  newly  elected  Governor,  Thomas   H.   Watts,  appointed 

to  this  arduous  and  difficult  position  William  Henry  Fowler,^  a 
native  of  North  Carolina.  His  parents  emigrated  to  Alabama 
in  1826,  locating  first  in  Tuscaloosa,  and  later  in  Greene  County. 
When  the  war  came  on,  he  had  been  a  tailor,  printer,  druggist, 
editor  and  lawyer.  He  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Secession 
Convention  of  Alabama,  but  resigned,  entered  the  military  ser- 
vice, and  served  for  a  year  as  a  Captain  in  the  5th  Alabama  Infan- 
try. He  then  organized  "Fowler's  Battery,"  and  from  its  com- 
mand was  appointed  "Superintendent  of  Army  Records."  At  the 
same  time  he  was  appointed  "Agent  to  adjust  the  claims  of  Dec^. 
soldiers  from  Alabama." 

Receiving  his  commission  on  December  9,  1S63,  he  set  out 
for  Richmond,  which  he  reached  January  9th  following.  He  at 
once  entered  upon  his  duties.  X'isiting  the  various  Departments, 
and  explaining  his  business,  he  discovered  that  the  officials  had 
"a  total  disrelish"  to  his  agency.  But  he  found  friends  in  Messrs. 
C.  G.  Memmingcr,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  John  A. 
Campbell.*'  Assistant  Secretary  of  War.    The  latter  at  once  issuc^d 


*  Acts  Called  and  TIr'rd  Annual  Scss..  1863.  pp.  92-3. 

'  For  a  meager  general  sketch  of  Mr.  Fouler  sec  Brewer's  Alabama,  p. 
269.     As  to  military  record,  see  Ibid.  pp.  =.fjC  and  701. 

"According-  to  Mr.  DuRosc  in  his  Life  of  Vai'.cey.  the  position  of  Mr. 
Campbell  in  the  War  Department  of  the  Confederacy  was  most  singular. 
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an  orfkr  flircctinc;  that  "all  facilities  necessary  and  proper  for  the 
fulfilment  of  tJK-  mission  he  ofifcred  him."  On  February  5th  he 
reported  that  he  had  established  his  office  at  a  nominal  cost  in  the 
Soldiers'  Home. 

An  examination  of  the  returns,  in  the  office  of  the  Adjutant 
and  Quartermaster  General,  as  to  the  commands  from  Alabama, 
showed  them  to  be  inaccurate  and  unreliable.  On  January  i.Sth 
he  wrote  Governor  Watts:  "I  find  much  confusion  here  in  the 
records  of  our  troops — especially  so  with  reference  to  our  deail." 
It  became  necessary,  therefore,  to  obtain  from  the  field  the  de- 
sired records.  The  War  Department  supplied  him  with  the 
usual  blank  rolls.  These  he  distributed  ;  and  he  also  sent  out  a 
circular  appeal  for  data  and  information  addressed  "To  the  OtTi- 
cers  and  Soldiers,  and  others  interested  herein,  from  the  State  of 
Alabama." 

What  a  thrill  of  heart  must  have  come  to  these  officers  and  sol- 
diers, as  they  read  that  the  facts  secured  were  to  "be  compiled  into 
an  Historical  Record,  to  be  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  State, 
for  the  benefit  and  satisfaction  of  the  living,  as  a  grateful  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  the  dead,  and  as  a  welcome  presentation  to  our 
posterity,  who,  in  freedom  hereafter,  will  proudly  hail  this  glo- 
rious roll  of  the  Patriot  Sons  of  Alabama." 

From  personal  interviews  and  correspondence  he  aroused  much 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  commanding  officers.  Gen.  R.  E. 
Rodes  wrote,  March  7,  1864,  "I  hope  you  will  put  your  whole 
well  known  energy  in  this  work  and  am  glad  it  is  in  your  hands. 
Its  importance  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated."  In  his  first 
quarterly  report,  dated  April  15,  1864,  he  says  in  reference  to 
their  cooperation :  "I  have  reached  the  manifestation  of  a  de- 
cided interest  which  is  bringing  me  fair  returns  from  many  of 
them."  He  now  had  secured  access  to  all  the  Departments  as 
fully  as  he  could  ask;  and  on  April  14.  General  Cooper  issued 
an  order  to.  facilitate  the  work.  He  reports,  April  15:  "Gen'l 
Cooper  was  induced  to  issue  this  order  because,  he  said,  he  was 
impressed  with  the  essential  service  which  this  project  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  is  rendering  to  his  department,  in  the  forma- 

"Spurninc:  the  cau«e  he  served,  ostensibly,  holdinsr  in  di-d.iintul  conteii''Pt 
the  talents  of  its  Chief  Executive,  his  position  at  once  inducted  him  '.nt.> 
an  inlluence  which  must  appear  as  one  of  the  most  anomalous  of  exa'v.- 
ples  which  illustrate  the  tragical  disappointments  of  the  Confederacy.  — 
See  pp.  6S9,  ct  scq. 
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tion  of  public  opin'on  up../ii  th-.:  importance  of    securing  such 
!         records  of  the  troops.  ' 

I  The  more  pressini;  <liities  .is  A.i;ent  to  a'liu.u  ci.iims,  &c.,  greatly 

\  retarded  his  work  as  Superintendent  during  the  early  days  of 
his  labors.  He  complain:  somewhat  vigorously  of  his  lack  of 
time  to  devote  to  the  coilcftion  of  the  records.  He  declares  in 
his  report  of  April  i-;.  "This  should  be,  really,  the  more  import- 
ant consideration;  and  to  my  mind,  it  seems  unfortunate  that 
the  condition  of  the  claims  of  our  dec^.  soid'ers  has  necessitated 
such  engrossment  of  time  to  t!\c  detriment  of  operations  herein. 

I         As  gratifying  and  as  necessary  a'"  the  speedy  and  correct  settle- 
ment of  individual  cases  may  be  'O  the  parties  interested,  and  as 
♦  benevolent  and  politic  as.  it  may  be  to  soothe  their  wounded  fcel- 

i         ings  by  such  kindly  attention,  nevertheless,  this  is  for  the  present — 
t  the  Records  are  for  the  future,  wherein  substantial  benefit  and 

i  gratification  too  can   be   conferred   upon   the   public   and   indi- 

Ividuals  also, — and  every  delay  is  time  lost  in  contribution  to  con- 
fusion and  oblivion." 
I  His  duties  as  Agent  to  adjust  the  claims  of  deceased  soldiers 

from  Alabama,  went  along  with  his  labors  as  Superintendent. 
Indeed,  during  the  first  part  of  his  term  he  complained  that  it  con- 
I  sumed  the  larger  part  of  his  time.     He  found  the  Alabama  Di- 

I  vision,  2nd  Auditor's  Office,  in  charge  of  a  Marylander.  who  dis- 

played no  special  zeal  in  his  work.     He  reports  that  he  "found 
I  a  confusion,  want  of  system,  negligence  and  delay,  so  far  as 

I  Alabama   claims   are  concerned   Vvhich    is   totally   inexcusabl'2." 

I  Up  to  December  31.  1S63,  the  report  of  L.  Calvert.  Chief  Clerk 

f  of  the  Division  of  Deceased  Soldiers'  Claims  disclosed,  as  filed 

I  from  Alabama,  S.060  claims,  of  which  1,383  had  been  settled,  and 

I  6,677    were    imsettled.     Xotwithstanding    the    unfriendliness    of 

officials,  "the  state  of  wretched  confusion"  in  the  2nd  Auditor's 
Office,  and  the  great  accumulation  of  claims,  he  put  himself  reso- 
lutely to  his  task.  Pie  received  encouragement  from  Mr.  Mem- 
minger ;  and  the  Confcilerate  Congress  passed  on  February  16, 
1864,  a  bill  to  aid  State  Agents.  Mississippi  and  Georgia  also 
had  Agents  in  Richmond.  One  year  later.  February  20,  1865. 
he  was  able  to  write  Governor  Watts  that  he  had  perfected  "'quite 
every  claim  on  file  belonging  to  this  Army."  and  enclosed  a  copy 
of  an  Act  the  passage  of  which  he  had  secured  in  Congress, 
which  would  enable  him  "to  save  a  verv  larce  amount  of  valuables 
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&  articles  of  'Mcincnito'  bclont^inc,'  to  the  relatives  of  decca??<l 
soldiers  in  the  State." 

In  hi.<  labors  he  found  himself  j:jrcatly  embarrassed  for  wan*  '. 

of  necessary  and  efficient  clerical  assistance.     His  correspon<l-  j 

encc  with  Governor  Watts  and  Afljutant  General  Joel  Ri-^;?- 
on  this  point  shows  the  many  embarrassments  of  the  executive 
office  durint;  these  tryincj  times,  even  on  so  small  a  matter.  In- 
ferior assignments  were  made  him,  at  one  time  a  boy  who  had  lost 
an  arm,  and  at  another  a  soldier  who  could  not  write.     At  last  j 

when  the  Governor  desic^nated  a  certain  individual,  whose  war  { 

record  was  not  ;,'Ood,  his  impatience  and  vexation  May  2,  break-. 
forth:  "Your  v. ell  known  generosity  is  imposed  upon  in  such 
instances  to  the  detriment  of  the  work  to  be  done."  And  again: 
"I  can  make  this  work  exceedingly  useful  for  the  State  &  popu- 
lar for  your  administration  if  I  am  liberally  sustained.  If  I  am^ 
cramped  &  restrained  I  cannot  do  it ;— and,  being  merely  half 
done,  it  will  reflect  no  credit  upon  either  you  or  me."  He  at  last 
by  direct  selection  and  detail,  secured  valuable  assistants,  by 
whose  aid  he  pushed  rapidly  forward. 

But  the  indifference  of  the  heads  of  Departments,  the  delays  in 
securing  returns  from  the  field,  and  the  inefficiency  of  clerical 
assistants,  embarrassed  him  very  little  in  comparison  with  the 
stress  of  finances.  He  left  Montgomery  with  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  spent  for  travel  alone,  via  Dalton  to  Richm.ond.  eighty-one 
dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  while  his  expenses  for  the  trip 
were  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars.  In  his  first  co:n- 
munication  to  the  Governor  he  comments  on  the  enormous  p:r- 
sonal  expenses  he  must  incur ;  board  at  the  cheapest  place,  one 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars  per  month,  everything  else  in  propor- 
tion, and  all  prices  advancing.  Later  he  says,  referring  to  cost 
for  printing,  for  an  office,  &c..  that  he  will  "economise  my  ex- 
penses of  office  as  much  as  possible."  On  April  15,  he  writes 
almost  pitcously,  to  Mr.  Riggs,  that  if  his  salary  is  restricted  to 
mere  per  diem  as  Colonel  of  Artillery.  S2 10.00  per  month,  "it  will 
not  afford  me  bread."  "I  have  econom.ized  in  living  as  much  as 
possible— cooked  for  myself,  until  I  was  forced  to  send  for  my  witc' 
and  institute  a  'mess'  for  3  or  4  in  similar  condition,  and  we  di- 
vide expenses."  Even  then,  he  says,  expenses  are  ten  to  fifteen 
dollars  per  day.     His  wife  aiding  him  thus,  and  also  as  a  Clerk. 

'  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  M.  Bates,  first  Sheriff  of  Greene  C  :•-::'•'>• 
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had  cnal;l(j'.i  him  to  live  clK-ajjlv  uuO  do  more  work.     l,'j)  to  this 
«  date  two  thousand  ft^e  iiMrrircl  dol'iir:;  had  been  spetit.     The 

reply  of  Mr.  Ri^.i^^s  cri  A{;ril  29,  sl'.m.s  '.:7cn  a  more  deplorable 
J  condition  in  fmcincial  atTairs  in  the  State.     He  says  he  intended 

}  to  Send  two  tliou>an.l  dollars  to  pay  salar},  "i>ut  on  ajjplying  to 

J  the  Treasurer  I  tind  ho  lias  not  that  much  money  except  in  Stale 

I  change  bills,  which  nmy  not  circulato  in  J<ichmond ;"  io  sends 

I  him  one  thousand  dollars,  all  the  Treasurer  liad  to  pay.  Later  Mr. 

I  Fowler  returned  a  remittance  of  one  thousand  dollar.;,  In  five  dol- 

*  lar  old  Confederate  issue,  because  not  available  e.^cept  at  a  dis- 

count of  one-third.  And  so  the  story  continues  to  the  end.  The 
recital  of  these  trying  details  is  but  a  truthful  picture  ui  condi- 
tions not  now  to  be  contemplated  .=ave  with  a  groan. 

Although  Mr.  Fowler  was  duly  impressed  with  the  dignity 
and  importance  of  his  position,  he  nevertheless  chafed  imder  its 
restraints.  He  was  an  active  man.  He  had  seen  service  in  com- 
mand of  his  battery,  and  being,  as  he  was  in  Richmond,  in  daily 
touch  with  the  news  of  incidents  and  events  at  the  front,  it  is 
no  surprise  that  he  should  write  the  Governor:  *'I  say  to  you 
frankly,  that,  tliough  I  can  devote  my  energies  to  it,  yet  my  heart 
is  not  in  it.  I  would  much  rather  be  in  the  'thunder  of  the  guns' 
as  a  Colonel  of  Artillery  in  fact. — And  by  the  way,  I  must  tell 
you  that  it  is  not  vanity  which  makes  this  title  acceptable  no-.v ; 
but  I  wear  it  simply  as  a  means  of  'ingress  and  egress'  amongst 
the  vain  fools  that  touch  tlieir  caps  to  military  titles  when  they 
would  impede  my  business  as  a  plain  citizen."  With  what  fine 
scorn  he  must  have  penned  this  last  statement!  On  April  15. 
he  says  in  a  letter  to  ^vlr.  Riggs :  "Army  movements  above  in- 
dicate a  speedy  collision  between  Lee  and  Grant,  and  it  promises 
to  be  the  great  struggle  of  tlie  war.  I  intend  to  be  there,"  but 
he  adds,  "merely  as  Superintendent  of  Army  Records ;"  and  on 
^lay  19,  he  says  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  existing  excite- 
ments, he  was  requested  to  take  command  of  the  artillery  de- 
fences of  "South  Side" — Mancliester,  and  hence  has  been  in  the 
field  quite  con^tantly. 

He  did  not.  however,  suffer  himself  to  turn  aside.  The  col- 
lecting progressed,  and  the  records  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee, 
and  of  the  troops  serving  Souti:  of  Virginia,  were  completed  as 
far  as  possible,  and  deposited  in  the  Capitol  at  Montgomerv. 
The  surrender  of  General  Lee  found  him  engaged  on  the  records 
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of  Alabaini^ns  in  ihc  Army  of  \orthern  Virginia.     The  close  o:  \ 

hostilities  endett  his  oi'Jkial  cancer  in   Richmond,  and  the  last 
named  records  lie  ♦'Ctained  in  his  oossv'ssion. 

During  the  succeeding  ?ix  months  in  tiie  seceding  States,  dra- 
matic events  followed  each  other  in  quici-:  succession.  Gen. 
Richard  Taylor,  on  IMay  4,  1S65,  surrendered  the  Military  De- 
partment of  AlLbama  to  Ccn.  Canb>  ;  Lewis  E.  Par«ons,  June 
2/,  was  made  rrovisicnul  Governor;  and  a  Constitutional  Con- 
vention to  put  the  State  in  harmony  with  changed  conditions  v.as 
in  session,  September  12  to  September  30;  and  on  November  20. 
the  General  Assembly  conv-ened. 

Moved  by  the  same  spirit  that  prompted  the  passp.ge  of  the 
resolves  and  act  above,  the  House  of  Representatives,  December 
4,  called  on  the  Governor  for  such  information  as  he  mi;3^ht  have. 
concerning  the  records  of  Alabama  troops. **  To  tiiis  he  re- 
s[)onded  two  days  later  in  a  special  message,  transmitting  a  re- 
port made  to  him  by  ^Mr.  Fowler.^  The  message  and  accom- 
panying documents  went  lo  a  special  committee.  H.  S.  White- 
field,  chairman.  Tliis  Conmnttee  on  December  8,  made  its  re- 
l)ort :'" 

"That  we  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  ana  find  that 
under  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  December  7.  1863,  \V. 
H.  Fov.Icr  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  Army  Records  for 
the  purpose  specified  in  the  act,  being  to  collect  for  preservation, 
by  tile  State,  historical  memoranda  of  Alabama  soldiers,  and  that, 
under  an  act  approved  December  Sth.  1863.  'for  the  relief  of 
families  of  deceased  soldiers."  he  was  appointed  an  agent  to 
settle  and  adjust  certain  claims  for  the  benefit  of  such  families : 
and  that  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  under  these  appointments. 
he  collected  the  records  and  memoranda,  as  set  forth  in  his  re- 
port to  the  Governor,  and  made  a  part  of  his  message,  and  which 
is  herewith  annexed  and  submitted  as  a  part  of  this  report. 

"The  committee  further  find  that  when  the  duties  of  the  said 
W.  H.  Fowler  ceased  by  operation  of  law.  there  was  due  to  him. 
and  unpaid  by  the  State,  for  labor  and  expenses  authorized  to  be 
incurred,  the  sum  of  (:?I3.838)  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred 

*  House  Journal.  1S63-66.  p.  04:  sec  also.  p.  70. 

*  IbiJ,  pp.  ioj-112.  The  report  of  Mr.  Fowler,  full  of  interesting  details 
is  appended  to  thi?  paper. 

'"  [biii.  pp.   114-15. 
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:J  and  thirty-eight  dollars,  as  appears  from  the  books  and  files  of 

'^-  the  Auditor's  Office,  and  as  is  shown  by  the  papers  accompanyini,' 

the  Governor's  message,  and  that  he  is  forever  debarred  and 
precluded  from  receiving  the  same  by  force  of  the  existing  laws ; 
leaving  to  him  the  records  named  as  his  own  property,  because 
the  State  has  failed  to  take  them  and  to  compensate  him  there- 
for; and  that,  thereby,  he  is  in  rightful  possession  of  them  as  his 
property." 

Thereupon  the  Committee  reported  a  bill,  which  was  read  the 
first,  second  and  third  times,  under  a  suspension  of  the  Constitu- 
tional rule  and  passed.  It  is  entitled  "An  Act  to  obtain  and  pre- 
serve Records  of  Alabama  Soldiers.'^  The  exalted  sentiment 
of  its  Preamble  does  honor  to  the  Assembly  that  passed  it : 

"Whereas,  It  is  noble,  and  customary  in  all  civilized  nations, 
to  honor  and  perpetuate  the  memory  of  those  who  fall  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  State ;  and  whereas,  it  is  eminently  just  and  proper, 
in  the  exercise  of  the  natural  and  sacred  affection  for  her  brave 
sons,  who  surrendered  their  lives  at  her  demand  in  the  late  war. 
and  respect  for  the  services  of  those  who  went  forth  to  battle  at 
her  command,  that  the  State  of  Alabama  shall  cause  to  be  pre- 
served such  authenticated  memorials  of  them  as  it  may  be  possi- 
ble to  obtain,"  &:c. 

This  Act  simply  provided  for  the  purchase  of  all  of  the  papers 
collected  by  Mr.  Fov.icr,  for  the  sum  of  83,000.00.  They  were  to 
be  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  State,  "as  a  perpetual  mcm.orial 
concerning  her  soldiers  named  therein."  Mr.  Fowler  then  de- 
livered all  his  papers  and  collections  to  the  State. 

Subsequently,  February  21,  1866,  another  Act  was  approved — 
"To  continue  and  complete  the  collection  of  the  records  of  Ala- 
bama soldiers  in  the  late  war."^=  It  provided  that  the  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  General  should  be  the  custodian  of  the  Fowler 
papers,  and  of  such  other  data  and  information  as  he  should  col- 
lect. He  was  to  open  an  extensive  correspondence  for  the  pur- 
pose of  adding  to  and  completing  the  work  already  begun.  For 
this  he  was  to  be  allowed,  in  addition  to  his  salary.  S600.OO  per 
annum  and  necessary  travelling  expenses.  Nothing  was  ever 
done  under  this  act.     The  rapid  change  of  incum!)ents  of  the 

"  Acts,  1865-66.  p.  43. 
"  Ibid.  pp.  06-7. 
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office,  aii'l  tlic  critical  condition  of  the  times  made  work  of  the 
sort  seconrlary  in  importance.^' 

As  is  stated  in  Mr.  Fowler's  report  to  Governor  Parsons, 
hereto  apjjended,  the  records  collected  of  the  Alabama  troops  in 
the  Ariny  of  Tennessee  were  "lost  or  mislaid"  in  the  evacuation 
of  Montcromery.'*  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  these  particular 
records  have  never  been  recovered. 

It  appears  that  after  tiie  recei];t  oi  the  papers,  they  were  de- 
posited, together  v.ith  other  pa[)ers  and  books  of  a  military  char- 
acter, in  a  cellar  of  the  Capitol.  Plow  long  they  remained  there 
no  one  seems  now  to  know.  Inaccessible,  mouldy  and  covered 
with  dust,  their  existence  had  almost  been  forgotten.  During 
the  administration  of  Gov.  Thomas  G.  Jones,  he  employed  \V.  S. 
Ford,  Esq.,  to  a?.sort,  arrange  and  index  them.  The  result  of 
his  work  is  embodied  in  a  "Conipilation  of  Records,  Corres- 
pondence, Muster  Rolls,  Sec,  on  File  in  the  Adjutant  General's 
Office,"  which  forms  Appendix  viii,  to  the  Report  of  the  Adjutant 
General  of  Alabama,  1892-94,  pp.  193-224.  This  compilation  ex- 
hibits quite  fully  and  in  detail  the  extent  and  character  of  all  mili- 
tary records  now  possessed  by  the  State,  the  principal  part  of 
which  are  the  Fowler  Papers. 

"The  State  at  tliis  period  seems  to  have  been  unusually  alive  to  the 
value  and  importance  of  work  of  this  character.  On  Nov.  25,  1865,  in  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Historical  .Association  of  Ala- 
bama was  organized  with  a  long  array  of  prominent  members.  But  en- 
thusiasm did  not  long  endure.  The  Association  probably  met  a  few 
times  informally,  but  it  issued  no  publications,  and  now  has  no  existence. 

"The  records  were  carried  from  the  Capitol  to  the  city  of  Eufaula.  and 
were  in  charge  of  John  B.  Taylor,  Esq..  State  Agent.  In  June.  1S65,  they 
were  returned,  in  175  boxes.  The  steamer  "Indian"'  was  paid  six  hundred 
dollars  for  their  transportation  from  Eufaula  to  Columbus.  _Ga.  They 
went  thence  by  rail  to  Union  Springs  and  from  the  latter  point  to  Mont- 
gomery by  wagons.  The  Montgomery  Adzrrtiscr.  .Aug.  10,  1893.  in  com- 
menting on  Mr.  Ford's  work  of  arranging  the  records,  etc.,  gives  a  short 
account  of  their  treatment  inst  after  the  war. 
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APPH-^IDIX. 

MR.   FOV.XI'K's.   i-.F.PORT  TO   COVSnr.-On   rAP.<-ONS." 

MoNTr,r.M-:''V,  A-^A.,  Dec.  4th.  1865. 
To  His  Excellency  Lc:iis  E.  ParsoKS,  I'roviswnal  Govcrmr  of  Alabama: 

Sir-  Under  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  appr^jvcd  December  ;ih.  18^13. 
I  was  appointed  Si'p^-nntenH.-iit  of  Army  Records  lor  the  btatc  ot  Ala- 
bama, for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  act.  4      J     „     ,„i:„ 

In  the  dischari?e  of  the  duties  of  that  ofnce,  /  collected  a  Urge  and  in- 
teresting mass  of  records,  conprisiny  returns  irr.:n  tnc  iir-.-'.t-^r  portion  01 
the  troops  in  the  t^eld  fro:^^  thir,  State;  ber.ir;  careiuiiy  prepared  rods  o 
company,  regimental  and  brigade  nr^'anizations,  snowing  the  names  and 
service  of  men  and  oinc^rs:  dea:ho  a.id  othrr  casiMit.es;  names,  daty;  and 
reports  of  battles:  p<.rsoni-l  incidents  worthy  to  oe  preserved;  and  very 
complete  histories  in  full  of  many  re>riinents  and  special  companies.  And, 
upon  a  plan  adopted  in  accordance  vith  the  directions  01  tne  1-w.  1  was 
in  a  fair  way  to  spcedilv  complete  the  work  contemplated.  I  he  events, 
however  of  April  and  Mav,  ^865,  brr;ught  it  u^  an  abrupt  termination  in 
consequent  confusion;  and  much  of  the  mat-rial  that  I  had  accumulated, 
having  been  deposited  bv  me  in  the  State  Capitol  at  Montgonier>\  was 
lost  or  misplaced  in  the  evacuation  of  this  city,  at  the  (late  named.  These 
missing  records  pertain  principally  to  the  army  of  Tennessee  and  the 
troops  serving  South  of  Virginia,  and  I  have  some  hope  that  they  may 
vet  be  reclainicd  I  wa?  at  Richmond  at  the  time  named,  endeavoring  to 
get  the  records  of  the  Alabamians  in  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia;  m 
which  effort  I  succeeded  most  happily,  and  have  preserved  tlwm  almost 
entire— only  wantinc  the  addition  of  some  small  organizations  which  1 
was  estopped  from  obtainincr.  and  the  casualties  and  events  ot  the  mem- 
orable closing  scenes  immediately  preceding  and  at  the  time  ot  the  sur- 
render of  General  Lee.  .  ,    ,  ^  r  a  .u     -c^a 

These  document^^  I  have  not  kept  clandestinely,  but  informed  the  fed- 
eral commander  nearest  to  my  residence  of  my  possession  ot  them,  and 
also  notified  your  Excellencv.  And  I  have  brought  them  here  lor  such 
dispo'^ition  as  the  General  Assembly  may  choose  to  make  01  them— think- 
ing as  I  did.  that  it  would  desire,  in  the  spirit  01  the  law  ot  i^^J-  and 
in  accordance  with  the  common  custom  ot  civilization,  which  is_  never 
objected  to  bv  a  generous  victor,  to  honor  the  brave  men  who  jought. 
and  the  gallant  sons  of  Alabama  \.-ho  died,  as  they  beheved.  lor  Her 
interests  and  honor,  bv  preserving  every  available  authentic  memorial  01 
them  and  their  deeds— deeds,  which,  however  much  the  btate  may  have 
erred  in  the  issue  made,  and  notwithstanding  the  arbitrament  01  the  sword 
has  decided  that  issue  against  her,  have  clothed  her  with  an  imperishable 

'^^ThTpaper  herewith,  marked  "A."  is  an  exhibit  of  all  the  regimental 
and  brigade  organizations,  showing  the  number  of_  men  and  casualties 
from  various  ca^lses.  of  Alabamians.  in  the  army  ot  Northern  \  irginia. 
prepared  bv  me  from  mv  records  only  a  few  weeks  previous  to  the  sur- 
render. I  'have  the  records  quite  complete  for  all  the  commands  here 
named— except  as  mentioned  for  the  closing  scenes— besides  whicii  1  have 
some  batteries  of  arnllerv  and  cavalry  companies,  parts  ot  smaller  iniantry 
commands,  and  memoranda  of  Alabamians  attached  to  other  organiza- 
tions in  same  army.  ,  •  t  -a  *\.^^  r.; 
In  addition  hereto.  I  have  the  records  to  the  time  I  received  them,  ot 
the  i8th  ^ist.  V'd.  -.6th.  .^Sth  and  58th  Infantry  Reciments.  with  some 
batteries  of  Artillerv  and  Cavalry  commands,  which  belonged  to  the 
Army  of  Tennessee,  together  with  transcripts  ot  muster  rolls  ot  a  lew 
Alabama  commands,  rosters  of  ot'ricers.  and  a  list  of  general  omcer^.  rc- 

"From  House  JournciL  1865-66,  pp.  108-1IJ. 
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ports  of  battles,  &c.,  obtained  at  Richmond.     But,  as  before  stated,  the 
most  of  my  colkctifms  from  these  sources  was  lost  in  the  evacuation  ot 

Montgomery. 

Further,  in  addition  to  the  above,  under  a  law  "for  the  relief  of  families 
of  deceased  soldiers."  &c..  approved  Dec.  8th,  18/^.3.  I  was  agent  on  the 
part  of  tlie  State  to  settle  and  adjust  certain  claims  for  the  benefit  of  such 
families,  and  1  have  preserved  the  books  and  pai>ers  of  this  Department, 
wherein  I  have  the  names  of  not  less  than  ten  thousand  dead,  representing 
nearly  every  conimanfl  from  Alaljama. 

Of  course  an  accurate  estimate  cannot  be  made  from  such  imperfect 
data  of  the  nnml)er  of  troops  sent  into  the  field  from  this  State,  and  their 
casualties  by  deatii  and  otherwise;  but  an  approximation  to  it  might  be 
made  by  con'^idcrini:^  the  number  in  the  .Army  of  Northern  Virsrinia  in 
comparison  with  llie  residue.  It  will  be  under  the  mark  to  assume  that 
the  number  of  Alabamians  in  that  army  was  not  les;  than  thirty  thousand 
(30,000) — exclusive  ot  the  26th  Alaijama  Infantry  Regiment,  which  was 
there  for  a  considerable  time,  and  suffered  severely,  v.-ith  a  loss  by  death 
from  battle  and  disease,  in  connection  '.yjith  the  commands  of  over  nine  thou- 
sand, or  a  fraction  less  tlian  one-third! 

This  does  not  include  deaths  alter  resignation,  retirement,  or  discharge; 
and  of  these  classes,  I  find  tliat  about  one-half  are  either  dead  or  perma- 
nently disabled.  To  include  the  deaths  during  the  last  days  of  that  army 
would  make  this  estimate  fall  far  short  of  the  reality.  I  am  satisfied  that 
I  am  safe  in  saying  that  the  Alabamians  in  the  Army  of  Northern  \'irginia 
were  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  whole  number  in  the  field  from  this 
State;  and  that,  whilst  the  ratio  of  casualties  may  be  somewhat  less  for 
the  remainder,  it  is  not  materially  less — except  it  may  be  of  killed  in 
battle.  Besides  what  I  have  lost,  I  have  the  names  of  nearly  twenty 
thousand  dead;  and  this  cannot  exceed  one  half  of  the  whole!  It  is  a 
mournful  record,  but  honorable  to  the  brave  who  sleep  in  soldiers'  graves, 
and  alike  honorable  to  the  State  for  wh"bm  they  died.  I  assert,  with  con- 
fidence, that  Alabama  sent  more  troops  into  the  service  in  proportion 
to  population  than  any  other  State  of  the  South,  and  that  her  loss  was 
heavier  than  any  other,  irrespective  of  population.  I  am  certain,  too.  that 
when  Gen.  Lee  surrendered  his  army  the  representation  from  Alabama, 
on  the  field  that  day,  was  inferior  to  no  other  Southern  State  in  numbers, 
and  surely  not  in  gallantry.  ^Lv  Records  illustrr.te  these  with  other  i:r.- 
portant  facts,  in  the  history  of  Alabama  soldiers.  ^ 

The  papers  hereto  attached,  marked  "B"  and  "•C,"  "  exliibitmy_ account 
with  the  State;  being  abstracts  from  the  books  in  the  Auditor's  office. 
Upon  this  subject,  though  a  large  balance  for  expenditure  and  labour  ap- 
pears in  my  favor,  which  I  expected  would  be  reimbursed  to  me.  I  make 
no  demand,  but  refer  the  disposition  of  the  documents  in  my  possession 
to  the  wMsdom  and  justice  of  the  Executive  and  the  Legislature. 

Very  Respectfully. 

Your  Obedient  Servant. 

\V.  H.  Fowler 

"  These  are  not  set  out  in  the  Journal. 
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S>S 
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27.314 

2. 90S 

4-349 

1.C3S 

4^4 

"There  is  also  to  be  computed  iu  the  Army  of  Xorthcrn  Virjrinici,  the  5th 
Alab.una  Itif.iutrv  B.Ut:'.Uo!i.  three  Ci->mpai!ic*  ist  Cotite'Ierate  Cait.uiou  ;'."- 
fuitry).  Hurts'  Battery  of  light  artillery,  Lee's  Battery  o:  light  ariiilcry.  Je::. 
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Davis'  Artillery,  and  five  companies  of  cav.iiry,  { Jett.  Davis'  Legion),  !)e«i<ic^ 
miscellaneous  squ:uls,  and  individual.-^ — iii  ail.  ai)out  5.000  men,  w'xx'a  the 
same  proponiou  of  c:\.-?iialtics  a?  above." 
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